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INTRODUCT IO N. 


T HE diftrels of priloners, of which there are few 
who»have not fome imperfedt idea, came more im¬ 
mediately under my notice when I was Sheriff of 
the county of Bedford *; and the circumftance which ex¬ 
cited me to activity in their behalf was, the feeing fome, 
who by the verdidt of juries were declared not guilty ; fome, 
on whom the grand jury did not find l'uch an appearance of 
guilt as fubjedted them to trial; and fome, vvhoi'e profecutors 
did not appear againlt them; after having be^n confined 
for months, dragged back to gaol, and locked up again 
till they fhould pay J'undry fees to the gaoler, the clerk of 
aflize, 6cc. 
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In order to redrefs this hardlhip, I applied to the juftices 
of the county for a falary to the gaoler in lieu of his fees. 
The bench were properly affected with the grievance, and 
willing to grajit the relief defired : but they wanted a pre¬ 
cedent for charging the county with the expence. I there¬ 
fore rode into feveral neighbouring counties in fearch of a 
precedent; but'I foon learned that the fame injuftice was 
pradifed in them; ajnd looking into the pirifons, I beheld 
fcenes of calamity, which I grew daily more and more anxi¬ 
ous t6 alleviate. In order therefore to gain a more perfed 
knowledge of the particulars and extent of it, by various and 
accurate obfervation, I vifited moft of the County-Gaols in 
England. 

Seeing in two ©r three of them fome -poor creatures 
whofe afped was ftngularly deplorable, and afking the caufe 
of it, I was anfwered, “ they were lately brought from the 
Bridewells .” This ftarted a frefh fubjed of inquiry. I re¬ 
vived to infped the Bridewells : and for that purpofe I tra¬ 
velled again into the counties where I had been; and, indeed, 
into all the rell;, examining Houfes of Correction, City and 
- Town-Gaols , I beheld in many of them, as well as in the 
County-Gaols , a complication of diftrefs : but my attention 
was principally fixed by the gaol-fever, and the fraall-pox 
which I faw prevailing to the deftrudion of multitudes, not 
only of flions in their dungeons, but of debtors alfo. 


The 
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The gaol-fever is no new fubjcdt of complaint. I remem¬ 
ber Stowe, in his Survey *, . fpeaking of the King's-Bench 

% 

Prifon t fays, that in the fix years preceding the year 1579, 
an hundred prifoneps died there : and twelve* between Mi- 
chaelmafs and March of the laft-m'entioned year, ** through 

C' 

a certain contagion called the Jicknefs of the houfe and I 

« 

Ihall prefently have occafion, among the fatal pffedts of this 

diftemper propagated from prifons, anti infedting many a- 

broad, to mention an ancient instance of that fort alfo. 

«■ 

Thefe effedts are now fo notorious, that what terrifies moft 
of us from looking into prifons,. is the gaol-diftemper fo 
frequent in them. 


Upon this iubjedl I was examined in the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons in March 1774; when I had the honour of their 
thanks. Soon after that, Mr. Popham, Member for Taun¬ 
ton, repeated the humane attempt which had mifearried a 
few years before ; and brought in a bill for the relief of pri- 
foners who fhould be acquitted, refpedting their fees; and 
another bill for preferving the health of prifoners, and. pre¬ 
venting the gaol-diftemper. They both pafied that feflions. 
By thofe adts, the tear was wiped from many an eye ; and 
the legiflature had for them “ the blejjing of many that were 
ready to perijh.” 


• Vol. II. p. 18. 
$2 


The 
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The great honour done me by the Houfe has excited the 

curiolity of fome to inquire what fa< 5 ts r I had collected. This 

is one reafon of the prefent publication: but it is not the 

orriy, nbr the principal one. There arc dill remaining 

many diforders that ought to be rectified: prifoners fuffer 

great hardfhips, from which I am deiirous to let them free: 

the gaol-fever is not, as I am perfuaded it may be, totally 

eradicated. Thefe sfre my motives for printing this book. 

I think it will Ihew plainly, that much is yet to be done 
* 

for the regulation of prilons ; and I am not without hope, 
that the prefent Parliament will finilh what was fo laudably 
begun by the laft. 

I was called to the fir ft part of my tailc by my office. 
To the purfuit of it I was prompted by the forrows of the 
fufferers, and love to my country. The work grew upon 
me infenfibly. I could not enjoy my eafe and leifure in the 
neglebt of an opportunity offered me by Providence of at¬ 
tempting the relief of the miferable. The attention of Par¬ 
liament to the fubje< 5 t, led me to conclude that fome addi¬ 
tional labour w«uld not be loft ; and I extended my plan. 
The difficulty I found in fearching out evidence of fraud 
and cruelty in various articles, together with other fources 
of diftrefs, obliged me to repeat my vifits, and travel‘over 
the kingdom more than once j and after all, I fufpebt that 
many frafids have been concealed from me; and that fome- 
times tjie intereft: of my informants prevailed over their ve¬ 
racity. 
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racity. Befidesj as I had in my firft journeys gathered, from 
fads and experience, t proofs of*the mifchievous effects of the 
want of cleanlincfs and frefli air, I had in my latter vilits 
thefe ftrong arguihehts to enforce my perfualiops; *and, m 
confequence, fome gaolers grew at laft more mindful and 
complying, for the fake not only of their prisoners, but of 
themfelves and their own families. 

It was not, I own, without fome apprehenfions of dan¬ 
ger, when I firit vilited the prifons 5 and I guarded my- 
felf by fmelling to vinegar, while *1 was in tliofe places, 
and changing my apparel afterwards. This I did conftantly 
and carefblly when I began buV by degrees I grew lefs 
cautious : not only bccaufe ufe abated the force of noxious 
impreffions upon* me, but alfo on account of the alteration 
made in fome gaols by the ad: for preferring the health of 
prifoners. A perfon may now look into many a prifon with¬ 
out gaining an idea of the condition it was in a few years 
ago. I with the reformation to be not for the prefent only, 
but lafting. If the motive for amendment has any where 
been merely temporary, there is no doubt but’the effed will 
ceafc with the eaufe : thole who from fuch inducement have 
obeyed, will in future follow the example of others who 
have efifregarded the law ; and prifons that have been a- 
mended will relaple into their former Hate. 


As 
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As to what is.ftill wrong, I fet down matter of fad with¬ 
out amplification; which would in the end rather impede 
than promote the objed of my wifhes; that is, the correc¬ 
tion of what "is really amifs. 

I 

The journies were not undertaken for the traveller’s 
amufement f and the colledions are not publifhed for ge¬ 
neral entertainment*; but for the perufal of thofe who have 
it in their power to give redrefs to the fufferers. 

The writer begs hisf reader to excufe the frequent ego- 
films ; which he did not know how to avoid, without ufing 
circumlocutions that might have been more difgufting. 


SECTION 



SECTION I. 

GENERAL VIEW OF DISTRESS 

) 

IN PRISONS" 


T HERE are prifons, into which whoever looks 
will, at firfl light of the pcd’ple confined there, be 
convinced, that there is fome great error in the 
management of diem : the fallow meagre countenances de¬ 
clare, without words, that they are very miferable ; many 
who went in healthy, are in a few months changed to ema¬ 
ciated dejected obje< 5 ts. Some are feen pining under difeafes, 
“ fick and in prifon j ” expiring on the floors, in loathfome 
cells, of peftilential fevers, and the confluent fmall-pox : 
victims, I mull not fay to the cruelty, but I will fay to the 
inattention, of fheriffs, and gentlemen in the cominiflion of 
the peace. 

The caufe of this diflrefs is, that many prifons are 
fcantily fupplied, and fome almofl totally unprovided with 
t$ic necclfaries of life. 


THERE 
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THERE are feveral Bridewells (to begin with them) in 
which prifoners have no allowancfe of food at all. In 
fome, the keeper farms what little is allowed them : and 
tvhere* he ^engages to fupply each prifoner with one or 
two pennyworth of bread a da^, I have known this Ihrunk 
to half, fometimes lefs than half the quantity, cut or 
broken from his own loaf. 

I r will perhaps be allied, does not their work maintain 
them ? for every one knows that thole offenders are com¬ 
mitted to hard labour. 'The anfwer to that queflion, though 
true, will hardly be believed. There are very few Bridewells 
in which any work is' dqjje, or can be done. The prifoners 
have neither tools, nor materials of any kind j but fpend 
their time in lloth, profanenefs and debauchery, to a degree 
which, in fome of thofe houfes that I have feen, is ex¬ 
tremely lhocking. 

Some keepers of thefe houfes, who have reprefen ted to 
the magiftrates the wants of their prifoners, and defired for 
them neceifarjr food, have been filenced with thefe in- 
conliderate words. Let them work or Jlarve. When thole 
gentlemen know the former is impoflible, do they not 
by that fentence, inevitably doom poor creatures ‘ to the 
latter ? 

I have afked fome keepers, fince the late a< 5 t for preferv- 

ing 
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ing the health of prifoners, why no care is taken of their 
tick : and have been* anfw'ered, that the magiftrates tell 
them the aSi does not extend to Bridewells *. 

In confequence of this, ^.t the'quarter feflions you fee 
prifoners, covered (hardly covered) with rags; almoft fa-’ 
mifhed ; and lick of difeafes, which the difcfyarged lpread 
wherever they go, and with which thole who are fent to 
the County-Gaols infe<ft thefe prifofts. 

The fame complaint, want of,food, is to be found in 
many county-gaols. In about half thefe, debtors have 
no bread; although it is granted to* the highwayman, the 
houie-breaker, and the murderer; and medical aiTiftunce, 
which is provided for the latter, is withheld from the. 
former. In many of thefe Gaols, debtors who would work 
are not petmitted to have any tools, left they Ihould furnilh 
felons with them for efcape or other milchief. I have often 
feen thofe prifoners eating their water-foup (bread boiled in 
mere water) and heard them fay, “ We are locked up and. 
almoft ftarved to death. 

As to the relief provided for Debtors by the benevolent 

« 

* Ip the late ad docs rot include Bridewells, it is required, by an ad 7th James 
I. Cap. IV. that “ the Mailers and Governors of— Houfcs of Correction fhall have 
“ fome fit allowance-—for the relieving of fuch as Ihall happen to be weak and fick 
“ in their cultodv.” 

a<ft. 


C 
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aft, 32d of George II. (commonly called the lords aft, be- 
caule it originated in their hojife) I did not find in all Eng¬ 
land and Wales (except the counties of ftdiddlefex and Surrey) 
twelve dbbtors who had obtained from their creditors 
the four-pence a day, td which* they had a right by that aft : 
the means of procuring it were out of their reach.* In one 
of my journeys I found near fix hundred prifoners, whofe 
debts were under twenty pounds each : fome of them did not 

owe above three or foui* pounds : and the expence of fueing 
< 

for the aliment is in many places equal to thofe fmaller 
debts j for which fome,of thefe prifoners had been confined 
feveral months. 

At Carlifle but one debtor of the forty-nine whom I faw 
there had obtained his groats : and the gaoier told me that 
during the time he had held that office, which was fourteen 
years, no more than four or five had received if; and that 
they were foon difcharged by their creditors neglefting to 
pay. it. No one debtor had the aliment in York Caftle, 
Devon, Cheffiire, Kent, and many other counties. The 
truth is, fome debtors are the moil pitiable objefts in our 
gaols. 


To their wanting neceffary food, I muff add not only the 
demands of gaolers, &c. for fees; but alfo the extortion of 
bailiffs.* Thefe detain in their houfes (properly enough 
denominated fpunging-houfes) at an enormous expence, pri- 

foners 
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{oners who have money. I know there is a legal provifion 
again ft this oppreffion*; but the mode of obtaining redrefs 
(like that of recovering the groats) is attended with diffi¬ 
culty: and the abufe continues. The rapine of thefie extoa- 
tioners needs fome more effectual an*d eafy check: no bailiff 
ftiould be fuffered to keep a public houfe *; the mifchiefs * 
occafioned by their fo doing, are complained .of in many 
parts of the kingdom. 

Here I beg leave to mention the hard cafe of priftmers 
confined on exchequer precedes j and thofe from the ecclefi- 
aftical courts : the latter are excluded from the privilege 
of bail ; and the former from the benefit of infolvent adts. 

ia> 

Felons have in fome Gaols two pennyworth of bread a 
day; in fome three halfpennyworth; in fome a pennyworth; 
in fome a Ihilling a week : the particulars will be feen here¬ 
after in their proper places. I often weighed the bread in 
different prifons, and found the penny loaf 7 ’ to 81 ounces, 
the other loaves in proportion. It is probable that when 
this allowance was fixed by its value, near double the quan¬ 
tity that the money will now purchafe, might be bought for 


• Bv.theftatute jzd George If. it is ena&ed, that " No Ihcriff, bailiff. See .— 
“ (hall convey any perfon arrefted—to any public vi&ualling or other drinking- 
<< houfe—-without the confent of the perfon fo arrelied.” Now if the bailiff himfelf 
keeps a public houfe, this feems to preclude the debtor's choice ; he mull go to 
a public houfe, or dire&ly to gaol. 


• it: 



GENERAL VIEW OF 

it: yet the allowance continues unaltered: and it is not un¬ 
common to fee the whole purchafe, especially of the fmaller 
fums, eaten at breakfaft : which is fometimes the cafe when 
they receive‘their pittance but once in r two days; and then 
on the following day they muflPfaft. 

c 

This allowance being fo far fhort of the cravings of na¬ 
ture, and in fome prifons lelfened by farming to the gaoler, 
many criminals are half ftarved : fuch of them as at their 
commitment were in health, come out almoft familhed, 
fcarce able to move, and for weeks incapable of any labour. 

Many prifons have nto water. This defeat is fre¬ 
quent in Bridewells, and Town-Gaols. In the felons courts 
of fome County-Gaols there is no water : 4 in fome places 
where there is water, prifoners are always locked up within 
doors, and have no more than the keeper or his fervants 
think fit to bring them: in one place they are limited to 
three pints a day each—a fcanty provifion for drink and 
cleanlinefs ! 

And as to air, which is no lefs neceflary than either of 
the two preceding articles, and given us by Providence quite 
gratis , without any care or labour of our own ;‘yet*, as if 
the bounteous goodnefs of Heaven excited our envy, me¬ 
thods are contrived to rob prifoners of this genuine cordial of 
life , as Dr. Hales very properly calls it: I mean by prevent¬ 
ing 
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ing that circulation and change of the falutiferous fluid, 
without which animate cannot live and thrive. It is well 
known that air which has performed its office in the lungs, 
is feculent and noxious. Writers upon the fiibje<Sfc fhew, 
that a hogfhead of it will»lafl: a man only an hour : but 
thofe who do riot choofe to confult philofophers, m,ay judge 
from a notorious fa< 5 f. In 1756, at Calcutta, in Bengal, 
out pf 170 perfons who were confined "in a hole there one 
night, 154 were taken out dead. The few furvivors afcri- 
bed the mortality to their want of frefh air, and called the 
place, from what they fuffered there. Hell in miniature ! 

Air which ha<s been breathed, ii made poifonous to a 
more intenle degree by the effluvia from the lick; and what 
elfe in prifons.«is offenfive. My reader will judge of its 
malignity, when I allure him, that my cloaths were in my 
firft jourifeys fo offenfive, that in a pofit-chaife I could not 
bear the windows drawn up: and was therefore often obliged 
to travel on horfeback. The leaves of my memorandum- 
book were often fo tainted, that I could not ufe it till after 
fpreading it an hour or two before the fire: and even my 
antidote, a vial of vinegar, has after ufing it in*a few pri- 
fons, become intolerably difagreeabJe. I did not wonder 
that m thofe journies many gaolers made excufes ; and did 
not go with me into the felons wards *. 

From 

• I learn from a Letter to Sir RobertLadbrokc, printed in 1771, page 11, 
•that “ Dr. Hales, Sir John Pringle, and 9then have obferyed, that air, torrupted 

“ and 
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From hence any one may judge of the probability there 
is againft the health and life .of prifdners, crowded in clofc 

c 

rooms, cells, and fubterraneous dungeons, for fourteen or 
ffxteen hours out of the four and twenty. • In fome of thofe 
caverns the floor is very* ** damp : c in others there is fometimes 
an inch or two of water} and the ftraw, or bedding is laid 
on fuch floors, feldom on barrack bedfteads. Where pri- 
foners are not kepi in underground cells, they are often 
confined to their roomsj becaufe there is no court * belong¬ 
ing to the prifon, which is the cafe inmoft City and Town- 
Gaols : or becaufe the walls round the yard are ruinous, or 
too low for fafety: or becaufe the gaoler has the ground for 
his own ufe. Prifonels confined in this manner, are gene- 
Sewers. rally unhealthy. Some Gaols have no sewers ; and in thofe 
that have, if they be not properly attended tt>, they are, even 
to a vifitant, offenfive beyond expreflion: how noxious then 
to people conftantly confined in thofe prifons ! 

One caufe why the rooms in fome prifons are fo clofe, 

is 

“ and putrified, is ofifuch a fubtil and powerful nature, as to rot and diffolve heart 
" of oak j attfl that the walls of buildings have been impregnated with this poifon- 
“ ous matter for years together.” The writer quotes for his authority a letter of 
Sir Stephen Theodore Janflen, which I have not been able to procure. 

• An aft made in Ireland the 3d year of his prefent Majelly, “ for better pre¬ 
venting the feverities. Sec.” has the following claufe: “ Whereas many infedlious 
“ diforders are daily produced by the confinement of numbers in clofe prifons, 
“ whereunto there is ho back-yard adjoining, and the lives of his Majefty’s fubjefti 

** are endangered by the bringing of prifoners into public ftrects for air; Be it 

. ' “ enabled— 
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1.5 


is perhaps the window-tax, which the gaolers have to' pay: 

this tempts them to ’ fton the windows, and ftifle their 

» 

prifoners *. 

In many Gaols, and in hioft Bridewells, there is no al.- 

i 

lowance of straw for prifoners to deep on; and if by any 
means they get a little, it is not changed for months toge- 
ther, fo that it is almoft worn to duft. Some lie upon rags, 
others upon the bare floors. Whdn I have complained of 
this to the keepers, their juftification has been, “ The 
“ county allows no ftraw; the prifoners. have none but at 
my coft.” 

THE evils mentioned hitherto affedt the health and life of 
prifoners : I have now to complain of what is pernicious to 
their morals; and that is, the confining all forts of pri¬ 
foners together : debtors and felons ; men and women; the 
young beginner and the old offender: and with all thefe, in 


“ enaded—That every grand jury at the affixes or quarter feffions—may be enabled, 
“ and they are hereby required and ili reded, to contrad either by leafe, or to pur- 
“ chafe a piece of ground next adjoining the Gaol, or at near as conveniently can 
•* be had thereto, &c.” 

* Tun is alfo the cafe in many work-houfes and farm-houfes, where the poor 
and the labourer are lodged in rooms that have no light, nor frefh air: which may 
be a caufe of our peafants not having the healthy ruddy complexions one ufed to fee 
fo common twenty or thirty years ago. The difference has often ftruck me in my 
various journeys. 


Bedding, 


Morais* 


fome 



Gaol* 

Fever. 
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fome counties,, fuch as are guilty of misdemeanors only; 
who fhould have been committed to Bridewell, to be cor- 

e 

redled by diligence and labour; but for want of food, and 
the meSns gf procuring it in thofe prlfofts, are in pity fent 
to fuch County-Gaols* as afford thefe offenders prifon- 
allowance. 

Few prifons feparate men and women in the day-time. 
In fome counties the Gaol is alfo the Bridewell: in others 
thofe prifons are contiguous, and the yard common. There 
the petty offender is committed for inftruttion to the moft 
profligate. In fome Gaols you fee (and who can fee it 
without pain ?) boys bf twelve or fourteen eagerly liftening 
to the ftories told by pradtifed and experienced criminals, of 
their adventures, fucceffes, ftratagems, and efcapes. 

I must here add, that in fome fet^BaoIs are confined 
idiots and lunatics, Thefe ferve for fport to idle vifitants 
at aflizes, and other times of general refort. The infane, 
where they are not kept feparate, difturb and terrify other 
prifoners. No care is taken of them, although it is probable 
that by medicines, and proper regimen, fome of them might 
be redo red to their fenfes, and to ufefulnefs in life. 

• 

I AM ready to think, that none who give credit to what 
is contained in the foregoing pages, will wonder at the ha- 
vock.made by the gaol-fever. Frommyownobfervations 

in 
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in 1773 and 1774, I was fully convinced that many more 
were deftroyed by it, than were put to death by all the pub¬ 
lic executions in thre kingdom *. This frequent effedf of 
confinement in prifon feems generally underftoo^, and lhew,s 
how full of emphatical meaning is the curfe of a fevere cre¬ 
ditor, who pronounces his debtor’s doom to rot in gaol. 
I believe I have learned the full import of this fentence, 
from the vaft nudibers who to my certaim knowledge, fome 
of them before my eyes, have perilhed in our Gaols. 

But the mifchief is not confined to prifons. Not to 
mention now the number of failors, and of families in Ame¬ 
rica, that have been infected by tranfports, fince this mode 
of punifhment is by a late a<£t fufpcndcd. Multitudes catch 
the diftemper by going to their relatives and acquaintance 
in the Gaols : many others from prifoners difcharged: and 
not a few in the courts of judicature. 

In Baker’s Chronicle , page 353, that hiftorian mention¬ 
ing the Afiize held in Oxford Caille 1577 (called from its 

fatal 

* I have a Table printed from a large copper-pfate, 1772, by Sir Stephen 
Theodore Janflen, fhewing the number of malefactors executed in London for 
the twenty-three preceding years j and the crimes for which they fuffered. 1 will 
give an abridgement of it in two tables at the end of the book. In them it will be 
feen, that the total number of executions in London for thofe twenty-three years, 
was 678 ; the annual average is between 29 and 30. I leave to others the difeuflion 
of thequeftion, whether thofe executions were too numerous, whether all th&crimes 

D * for 
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fatal confequence the Black Ajjiz-e) informs us, that “all 
ce who were prcfent died within forty hours : the Lord 
“ Chief Baron, the Sheriff, and about three hundred more.” 
Lord Chancellor Bacon afcribes this .to a difeafe brought 
into court by the prifoners j and Dr. Mead is of the fame 
opinion. 

e 

t- 

The firft of tfeefe two authors. Lord'Bacon, obferves, 
that “ the moft pernicieus infection next the plague, is the 
“ fmell of the jail j when the prifoners have been long and 
“ clofe and nattily kept; whereof ive have had, in our time, 
“ experience twice or- thrice when both the judges that fat 
“ upon the jail, and° numbers of thofe who attended the 
“ bufinefs, or were present, lickcncd upon it and died.”* 

At the Lent Affize in Taunton, 1730, fome prifoners 
who were brought thither from Ivelche^er Gaol, infedted 
the court ; and Lord Chief Baron Pengelly ; Sir James 
Sheppard, Serjeant; John Pigot, Efq. Sheriff, and fome 
hundreds befides, died of the gaol-diftemper. At Axminffer, 

* 

for which it was inflicted (many of which will be diftin&ly fet down) were deferving 
of death. And it may be left to any one to judge, whether, including debtors and 
petty offenders, the number of thole'that died in the feveral London prifons of the 
Gaol-Fever, does not exceed the number of thofe that were executed annually during 
that time.—1 have not the number of executions in all the counties, but am well af- 
lured it falls Hill much fhorter of the number that perilhed in prifons. 

* Natural Hiftory, Exp. 914. 


a little 
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a little town in Devon/hire, a prifoner .difcharged from 
Exeter Gaol in 1755, * n f e< ^ ec l his family with that difeafe : 
of which two of them died; and many others in that town 
afterwards. The’ndmbers that were carried off.by the faiftc 
malady in London in 1750, two judges, the lord mayor, 
one alderman, and many of inferior rank 4 are too well 
known to need the mentioning further particulars. 

0 

Sir John Pringle obferves, "that “jails have often 
been the caule of malignant fevers j ” and he informs us, 
that in the late rebellion in Scotland, above 200 men of one 
regiment were infected with the jail-fever, by fome deferters 
brought from prifons in EnglandJ*. 

Dr. Lind, Phyfleian to the Royal Hofpital at Hallar, 
near Portfmouth, (hewed me in one of the wards a number 
of Tailors* ill of the gaol-fever j brought on board their (hip 
by a man who had been dilcharged fromaprilbn in London. 
The fliip was laid up on the occafion. That gentleman, 
in his m) li y on t' je Health of Seamen , afferts, that “.The 
“ l'ource of infection to our armies and fleets are undoubt-. 
“ edly the jails ; we can often trace the importers of it 
“ direbtly from them. It often proves fatal in imprefling 
“ men on the hafty equipment of a fleet f** The firil 

* Obfervations on the Difeafes of the Army, p. 296, and 47. 

t Page 3 ° 7 - 
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“ Englifh fleet fent laft war to America, loft by it above 
** 2000 men.” In another place he allures us, that ** the 
“ feeds of infection were carried from the guard-fhips into 
** our fquadrons—-and the mortality, thence occafioned, was 
/* greater than by all other difeafes or means of death put 
** together.” * . 

It were eafy to multiply inftances of this mifchief j but 
thofe which have been mentioned are, I prefume, fufficient 
to fhew, even if no mercy were due to prifoners, that the 
Gaol-Diftemper is a national concern of no fmall impor¬ 
tance. 

THE general prevalence and fpread of wickednefs in pri- 
fons, and abroad by the difcharged prifoners, will now be 
as eafily accounted for, as the propagation of difeafe. It is 
often faid, ** A prifon pays no debts j” I am fure it may be 
added, that a prifon mends no morals. Sir John Fielding 
obferves, that “ a criminal difcharged—generally by the 
** next fefiions after the execution of his comrades, becomes 
the head of a gang of his own railing.” Improved, no 
doubt, in Ikill by the Company he kept in gaol: and petty 
offenders who are committed to Bridewell for a year or two, 
and fpend that time, not in hard labour, but in idlenefs and 
wicked company, or are fent for that time to County-Gaols, 

• Page 5. 

generally 
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generally grow defper^te, and come out fitted, for the per¬ 
petration of any villainy. How dire&ly contrary this to 
the intention of our laws with regard to thefe offenders,; 
which certainly is to corredfc and reform them P Inftead of 
which, their confinement doth notorioufly promote and in- 

crcafe the very vices it was defigned to fup|>refs. Multi- 

* ^ 

tudcs of young creatures, committed for feme trifling, offence, 
are totally ruined there. I make nyp feruple to affirm, that 
if it were the wiih and aim of Magiftrates to effedt the de- 

ftrudtion prefent and future of young delinquents, they 

. • 

could not deyife a more effectual method, than to confine 
them fo long in our prifons, thofe feats and feminaries (as 
they have been very properly callecl) of idlenefs and every 
vice. 

Shall t egularities, the fources of mifery, difeafe, 

and wickednefs, be endured in a nation celebrated for good 
fenle and humanity ; and who from thefe principles, do treat 
one fort of pril'oners with tendernefs and generofity ? I mean 
prifoners of war. Thefe have provifion in plenty; fome to 
fpare and fell to the foldiers on guard * : we frequently faw 

* Th e daily allowance to fix prifoners was, 

9 pounds of bread, 

4_‘_ pounds of beef, 

3 pints of peafe, 

6 quarts of beer. 

Water plenty. 

* On Friday they had not the beef; but abound and half of butter inftead of it. 

On board the men of war, indeed, they were upon fhort allowance. 
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their Hated allowance hung up for their infpe&ion. Some 
pril'ons had large areas for them to walk in ; and at night 
every man had a hammock to himfelf. It is the fartheft 
thing in th£ world from my wilh to deprive captives of any 
one of thefe benefits—I am only defirous of feeing the fame 
humanity ihevvn to our own countrymen in diftrefs ; fo that 
a confident and uniform practice may prove our benevolence 
to be a firm and fteatjy principle; and that thofe who arc 
cenforious may find no occafion for aferibing our kind ufage 
of foreigners to a lefs amiable motive. 

Heore it will be c faid, prifoners of war are not felons, 
nor yet debtors ; and gdifernment is fometimes at the end of 
a war, reimburfed the expence of maintaining them. This 
latter I believe is fa£t j and the former is true without dif- 
pute : we do not look upon foreign enemies, nor they upon 
us *, as delinquents : we cut one another to pieces in bat¬ 
tle, 

* I must not be underftood to mean here a compliment to the French. How 
they treat Englifh prifoners of war, I knew by experience in 1756 ; when a Liibon 
packet (the.Hanover) in which I went paflenger, in order to mak.- the tour of 
Portugal, was taken by a French privateer. Before we reached Breft, I fuffered the 
extremity of third, not having fof above forty hours one drop of water; nor hardly 
a morfel of food. In the caftle it Breft, I lay fix nights upon draw: and ob- 
ferving how cruelly my countrymen were ufed there, and at Morlaix, whither I 
was carried next; during the two months I was at Carhaix upon parole, I cor- 
refponded with the English prifoners at Breft, Morlaix, and Dinnan : at the laft 
of thofif towns were feveral of our lhip’s crew, and my fervant. I had fufticicnt evi¬ 
dence of their being treated with fuch barbarity, that many hundrcds j had pcrifticd ; 

and 
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tie, but when that is over we grow cool and jcompafllonate. 

I grant there is a material difference in the circumftances of 
foreign and domeftic prifoners, but there is none in their 
nature: debtors aifd.'felons, as well as hoftile'foreigners,* 
are men, and by men they ought to be treated as men. 

•> 

Those gentlemen who, when they are told of*the mifery 
.which our prifoners fuffer, content themlelves with faying. 
Let them take care to keep out, prefaced perhaps, with an 
angry prayer, feem not duly fenlible of the favour of Provi¬ 
dence which diftinguiihes them from the fufferers: they 
do not remember that we are required to imitate our gra¬ 
cious Heavenly Parent, who is “ kiyd to the unthankful and 
the evil." They alfo forget the viciffitudes of human affairs ,• 
the unexpected changes to which all men are liable ; and 
that thofe whole circumftances are affluent, may in time be 
reduced to ihdigence, and become debtors and prifoners. 


and that thirty-fix were buried in a hole at Dinnan in one day. When l 
canto to England, Rill on parole, I made known to the Commiffioners of fide 
and wounded fcamen, the fundry particulars; which gained their attention, and 
thanks. Rcmonttrance was made to the French court: our failors htyi red refs: 
and thofe that were in the three prifons mentioned above, were brought home 
in the fir ft cartel (hips.— A Lady from Ireland, who married in France, had 
bequeathed in trull with the magiftrates of St. Malo’s, fundry charities; one of 
which was a penny a day to every Englilh prifoner of war in Dinnan. This was 
duly paid ; and laved the lives of many brave and ulefol men. Perhaps what I fuf- 
fered on this occafion, increafed my fympathy with the unhappy people, whofc cafe 
is the fubjed of this book. , 


But 
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But it may.be laid, enough of the declamatory kind has 
been written by others. Much it is true, has been written : 
yet I beg leave to tranfcribe, a few lines from a celebrated 

i < 9 

author, which may be thought to come under that descrip¬ 
tion. After reprefenting the calamitous cafe of prifoners, 
he goes on to this purpofe, ** The mifery of Gaols is not 
“ half thdir evil ; they are filled with every corruption 
“ which poverty and wickednefs can generate between them; 

Q 

“ .with all the fhamelefs and profligate enormities that can 
“ be produced by the Impudence of ignominy, the rage of 
“ want, and the malignity of defpair. In a prifon the awe 
( * of the public eye is loft, and the power of the law is 
“ fpent} there are fe 1 ^ fears, there are no blufhes. The 
“ lewd inflame the lewd, the audacious harden the auda~ 
** cious. Every one fortifies himfelf as he can againft his 
“ own fenfibility, endeavours to pra&ife on others the arts 
“ which are p radii fed on himfelf; and gains the kindnefs of 
“ his afTociates by fimilitude of manners.” * 

BESIDES the grievances already mentioned; there are 
feveral bad Cujloms in Gaols, and relating to them, which 
aggravate the diftrefs of prifoners. I fhall enumerate thefe 
diftindtly, yet concifelv.. 


• The Idler, No. 38. 


SECTION 
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A CRUEL cuftom obtains in moft of our Gaols, 
which is that of the piifoners demanding of a 
new comer garnish, footing, or (as it is 
called in fome 'London Gaols) chummage. “ Pay or 
firip,” are the fatal words. I fay fatal , for they are fo to 
fome $ who having no money, are obliged to give up part 
of their fcanty apparel ; and if they have no bedding or ftraw 
to fleep on, contract difeafes, which I have known to prove 
mortal. 

In many Gaols, to the Garniih paid by the new comer, 
thofe who were there before make an addition ; and great 
part of the following night is often fpent in riot and drun- 
kennefs. The gaoler or tapfter finding his account in this 
practice, generally anfwers queftions concerning it with re- 
ludtance. Of the Garnilh which I have fet down to lundry 

E prifons, 


Garnish, 
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prifons, I often had my information from prifoners who 
paid it. But I am aware that the fum is fometimes varied 
by fets of fucceeding prifoners, and the different circum- 
ftances ,of a jiew comer. In fomc Gaols, df a Felon can pay 

o 

the Debtor’s Garnifh (which vs commonly^more than that 
of the Felons) he is entitled to partake of the Garnifh paid 
afterwards by new-come Debtors. In fome places, this 
demand has been lately waved: in others, itri&ly prohibited 
by the Magiftrates. 

f 

Gaming in various is very frequent: cards, dice, 

fkittles, Miffifippi and .Porto-bello tables, billiards, fives, 
tennis, &c. In the Country the three fir ft are moft com- 

. a 

mon \ and elpecially cards. There is icarcc a County- Gaol 
but is furnifhed with them : and one oan feldom go in 
without feeing prifoners at play. In London, all the forts 
that I have named are in ufe. I am not an enemy to divert¬ 
ing exercife: yet the riot,, brawling, and profanenefs, that 
are the ufual confequents of their play; the circumftances 
of debtors gaming away the property of their creditors, 
which I know, they have done in fome prifons to a confi- 
derable amount ; accomplifhing themfelves in the frauds of 
gamblers, who, if they bf not themfelves prifoners, are fure 
to haunt where gaming is jJra&ifcd; hindering their fellow- 
prifoners who do not playf from walking in the yards while 
they do, of which inconvenience I have heard them 
complain: thefe feem to me cogent reafons for prohi¬ 
biting 
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biting all kinds of gaming within the walls of a 
prifon. 

Loading prifoners with heavy irons, ‘which make 
their walking, and even lying down to deep, difficult and 
painful, is another cuftom which I cannot,but condemn. 
In fome County-Gaols the •women do not efcafpe this feve- 
rity: but in London they do: and therefore it is not ne- 
ceflary in the country. The practice muft be mere tyrapny; 
unlefs it proceed from avarice j which I rather fufpeft ; 
becaufe county-gaolers do fometifties grant difpenfations, 
and indulge their prifoners, men as well as women, with what 
they call “ the choice of irons,” if they will pay for it. 

The author bf the letter to Sir Robert Ladbroke on pri- 
fons (particularly on Newgate, which was then to be re¬ 
built) cites in page 79, the opinion of Lord Coke, Horn’s 
Mirror of JuJtice , &c. againft this oppreffion; and adds af¬ 
terwards, “ The learned editor of Hale’s Hijlory of the Pleas 
<( of the Crown likewife declares, that fetters ought not to 
" be ufed, unlefs there is juft reafon to fear an efcape, as 
“ where the prifoner is unruly, or makes an attempt to that 
“ purpofe otherwife, notwithstanding the common prac- 
“ tice of gaolers, it feems altogether unwarrantable, and 
** contrary to the mildnefs and humanity of the laws of 
“ England, by which gaolers are forbid to put their pri- 
foners to any pain or torment.” 


Ip.otis 


The 



BAD CUSTOMS. 


:8 

The Gentlemen of the Gaol-Committee , who diftinguilh- 
ed themfelves by an accurate and zealous inquiry into the 
abufes pra&ifed by gaolers * in their Report concerning 
the Fleet Prifon, 20th March* 1728, after*mentioning a pe¬ 
tition prefented to the Judges by one who had been put in 
irons by the Wardens, inform us, that the Judges repri¬ 
manded the Wardens, and declared, that ( “ a gaoler could 
“ not anfwer the ironing of a man before he was found 
“ guilty of a crime.”—-To the plea which gaolers ufe in 
defence of this practice, that “ It is neceffary for fife cuf- 
tody,” an anfwer may be' given in the words of Lord Chief 
Juftice King (afterwards Lord Chancellor) to the Wardens 
of the fame prifon, lylienjie forbade dungeons, which they 
had made ufe of. That Judge declared, “ they might raife 
their walls higher, &c.” See the Report of"the fame Com¬ 
mittee. 


* This Committee is celebrated by Thomfon, in the following lines of his 
Winter, 340, Sec. edit. 1738. 

■ . Can I forge t the generous few, 

Who* touch’d with human woe, redreffive fought 
Into the horrors of the gloomy jail t 
Unpitied, and unhg«p£, where mifery moans; 

Where ficknefs pine* $. - 

Hail Patriot Band l: Who, fcorning fccret fcorn. 

When Juftice, and when Mercy led the way, 

Uragg’d the detetted monfters into light, 


Wrench’d ' 
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mittee. To what Lord King fuggefted of raifing the walls, 
one might prefume to add—-The number of turnkeys 

9 

lliould be increafed in proportion to the number of pri- 
. foners *. 

The Marquis Beccaria, in his EJfay on Crjmes and Pu~ 
nijhments, page 7 c, obferves that “ Imprifonment being 
.“ only the means of fecuring the perfon of the accufed, 
“ until he be tried—ought—to be attended with as little 
“ feverity as pollible.” The diftrefs oceafioned by chains is 
increafed by 

Varying the towns where Quarter $effions and Atfizes 
are held : il> that prxloners have to walk in irons ten or 
fifteen miles to their trial; and fometimes to towns that 
have no prifon: where numbers of both fexes are Ihut up 
together for many days and nights in one room. This oc- 

Wrench’d from their hand Oppreffion’s iron rod. 

Much ftill untouch’d remains 

Much is the Patriot’s weeding hand requir’d. 

* If the daring char after of our felons {hould feem, after all, to make it ne- 
cesTary to .confine them in irons, it would be tight, at leaft, to bring them into 
court for their trial without irons. When I was in Scotland, I was informed 
that every prifoner there was tried out of irons, U)4 when acquitted, difeharged in 
open court. 


Varying 

Towns. 


callous 
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cafions fuch cqnfufion and dijlrefs , and fuch fhrieks and out¬ 
cries, as can be better conceived than defcribed. Surely 
prifoners ought to be conveyed in carts; or elfe committed 
*at firft'to $e town where the Seflions or Affizes are to be, 
held. And in that town a proper prifon ought to be built. 

r 

Gaol Gaol Delivery is in fome counties but once a 

Delivery - , « 

year. What reparation can be made to a poor creature 

£ 

for t the mifery he has fuffered by confinement in a prifon 
near twelve months (fometimes twice as long) before a 
trial, in which perhaps he is at laft declared by his country 
not guilty f 

The judicious Marquis whom t quoted but now 
aiTerts, that “ Privation of liberty being a punifhment, 
“ ought not to be infli&ed before condemnation, but for as 
fhort a time as poffiblei” And in cafes of guilt, his doc¬ 
trine is, “ The more immediately after the commifiion of a 
Ai crime, a punifhment is inflicted, the more juft and ufeful 
4t it will be.” This fefttiment is illuftrated by a variety of 
. acute remarks'in the chapter of the Advantage of immediate 
Punifhment. 

One caufe of Gaol;Delivery being fo feldom, is in fome 
places the expence of entertaining the Judges and their reti¬ 
nue. At Hull they ufcd to have the Affize but once in 

feven 
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feven years. Peacock a murderer was in prifon there near 

» 

three years: before his trial the principal witnefs died; and 
the criminal was acquitted. They now have it once in 
^three years.. 

Although acquitted prifoners are by the late aft in 
their favour * cleared of Gaolers Feesthey are ftill fubjeft 
,to a fimilar demand made by clerks’ of assize and Clerks or 
clerks of the peace ; and detained in prifon feveral 
days after their acquittal—at Aflize, till the Judges—at 
Quarter Seffions, till the Juftices of JPeace leave the town; 
in order to obtain thofe fees, which the gentlemen fay are 
not cancelled by the aft. And yet^thS exprefs words of it 
are, Acquitted prifmers “ fliaii De immediately fet at large 
in open court.” • 


Since the faid aft the Clerks of Affize in fome circuits 
have ftarted a new demand upon the gaoler Jior the Judges 

* 14th George HI. 

f See the Table of the Fees of the Clerk of Affize zt the end of the book. 

The Clerk of the Peace in one county demands as follows: 


For larceny and acquitted,. •. 

£1 •• 

7 : 0 

Petty larceny, 

1 : 

8 : 4 

Whipped publicly. 

'■C.' 

1 : 

3 : 4 

Baftardy, 

6 : 

17 : 4 


certificate 
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certificate of acquitment j viz. fix (hillings and eight-pence 
for the firft prifoner acquitted ; afid a {hilling for each of 
the reft: or two {hillings for every one. I know fome of 
•thefe gentlemen do not make any fuch demand. Where it 
is made, fome gaolers' refufe to pay it; others fubmit mur¬ 
muring. I have copies of two receipts given by the 
Clerk of the Weftern' circuit to the gaolers of Exeter and 
Salilbury *. 

I was informed at Durham, that Judge Gould at the 
Afiize 1775 l a *d a fine*oi fifty pounds on the gaoler for de¬ 
taining fome acquitted prifoners, for the fees of the Clerk 
of Affize. But upon .t|je interceflion of the Biftiop (pro¬ 
prietor of the Gaol) the line was remitted; and the prifon¬ 
ers fet at large: the Judge ordering the Clerk of Affize to 
explain to him in London the foundation of his demand. 

One pretence for detaining acquitted prifoners is, that 
•“ It is poffible other indictments may be laid againlt them 

• One of them is as follows. 

( 

“ RECEIVED 1 April 1775 of Mr. Sherry gaoler one pound eight lhillings and 
“ 8 pence for his certificate entitling him to his gaol fees for the county of Devon 

“per 


“ Clerk of the Affize.” 

The gaoler told me this was for twenty.three acquitted prifoners. 


“ before 
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“ before the Judge leaves the town.” I call it a pretence, 
becaufe it is often waved upon paying the fees. Another is, 
the gaoler tells you*, “ He takes them back to knock oft' 
their irons.” But this may be done in court < in London 
they have an engine or bltfck, by*the help of which they 
take off the irons with eafe in a minute or two; the ma- 
chine is brought into court, and the acquitted prifoner is 
immediately difcliarged. If, according to what I formerly 
propofed, prifoners were tried out* of irons, this pretext 
would be entirely removed. 


Clerks of Affize, and of the Peace, ought moft cer¬ 
tainly to have a confideration for theif fervice to the public : 
and I do not wi/L to leficn many other emoluments of thofc 
gentlemen. The only thing I complain of is, what I am 
led to by my fubjedt, the demand that is made diredtly or 
indireftly upon prifoners. 


Some gaolers live distant from the prifon, in houfes 
that do not belong to the county. Nqn-refidence is not 
confiftent with the attention that is requilite for fecuring 
the prifoners j and preferving good order, cleanlinefs, &c. 


Gaolers 

Non-resi* 

den r. 


Debtors crowd the Gaols (efpecially thofe in Lon¬ 
don) with their wives and children. There are often 
by this means, ten or twelve people in a middle-fized room: 
increafing the danger of infection, and corrupting the rao- 

F rals 


Wives and 
Children. 



Gaols 

Private 

Property. 
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rals of children. ^ This point ought, no doubt, to be treated 
with tendernefs. Man and wife fhould not be totally fepa- 
rated. Yet the little probability there is of an induftrious 
Woman ’being of much fervice to her family in a prifon: 
the number of men in the fam'e room and of lewd women 
admitted under the name of wives •, prove that this affair 
needs fome regulation. 

t 

Some Gaols are private property : in thefe the 
keepers, protected by the proprietors, and not fo fubjedt as 
other gaolers to the controul of magiftrates, are more apt to 
abufe their prifoners, when a temptation offers. One of 
thefe Gaols fome yejrs agp was quite out of repair, and un- 
fafe} and the proprietor not chooling to repair it, the gaoler 
to confine his prifoners took a method, that to all who faw 
it was really Blocking. Some years before that, a prifoner 
in another of thefe Gaols was tormented with thuftib-ferews. 
The grand jury took up the cafe, and remonftrated to the 
proprietor $ but in vain. I had the account from a worthy 
friend of mine, who was upon that very jury. 

OF the complaints which I have hitherto made only in 
general terms, I fhall give inftances in the account of par¬ 
ticular prifons. To that account I refer, for evidence and 

M- 


NUMBER 



Sect. II. 


NUMBER O: 


I N the Spring 1776, I fummed up carefully the total 
number of prifoners in the fundry prifons. I have not 
altered the lift <fince my latter viiits, yi which I law the 
number in feveral prifons greatly jreduced by the infolvent 
Adt. My lift was as follows. 




1. IN Middlefex, i.e. London and 



' 


Weftminfter j together with 

Debtors. 

Felons, 
See . 

Petty 

Offenders. 

Total. 

three prifons. in Southwark, 

% 




viz. the King’s-Bench, Mar- 
Jhalfea , and Borough-Compter , 

1274 

228 

194 

1696 

2. In the other thirty - nine 





counties of England, 

752 

617 

459 

1828 

3. In the twelve counties of Wales, 

67 

27 

— 

94 

4. In City and Town-Gaols, 

344 

122 

— 

466 


2437 

994 

. 6 53 

* 

00 

0 

rh 


Pe'tty Offenders in the Welch County-Goals, blank in 
the third column, third line, are included in the preceding 
number of Felons 27 : moft of the Goals in thofe counties 
.being alfo the County-Bridewells. 

F 2 


Petty 
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Petty Offenders, blank in third column, fourth line, 
are included in the number 459 of i*etty Offenders in the 
thirty-nine County-Gaols j and in the number 122, fecond 
column fourlh line. 

All that were in the County-Gaols befides Debtors , I 
have reckoned in the lift of Felons. Altht^ugh many were 
Petty Offenders and Fines. 

In the third column, under Petty Offenders are indue 
few Felons occafionally Committed to Bridewells. 

I have found by .carefully examining fundry Gaols, that 
upon an average two dependants (by which I mean wives 
and children only*) may be affigned to each man in prifon. 
My computation is confirmed by the account which we 
have from the Benevolent Society at the Fhatched Houfe, 
O&ober 9th, 1776, as follows. Since their inftitution in 


* 772 , • 

Difcharged.-**- Debtors, 3980 

Who had Wives, 2193 

And Children, 6288 

Perfons immediately benefited, 12461 


* I do not include Parents, many of whom I have feen forrowfully attending at 
prifons, and deeply iharing in the diftrefa arifing from the confinement of their 
children.* 


And 
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And by the account from the Brijlol Society ; who in their 
lift publilhed May 31ft, 1775, have 


Perfons djtfcharged* , 73 

Their Wives, ’45 

-Children, 120 

m 9 1 " ” * 

Total, 238 


Each of thefe totals is confidefably larger than the re- 
fpedive products of multiplication by my rule: the firft 
exceeds by 521, the latter by 19. • There is indeed com¬ 
monly a furplus among Debtors j but a deficiency among 
Felons, &c. reduces the average^ of pependants to that 
which I Hated. 

If then to the total number in England and Wales, 
that is, 4084 

You add twice that number of Dependants, 8168 

The number of the diftrefied is, 12252 


IT appears from the foregoing Table of •Prifoners, that 
their number has been greatly magnified by cbnjedural 
computations j but furely the real number, with that of 
thofe 'partaking their diftrefs, is an objed well worthy the 
farther attention of the Legiflature. 


SECTION 




SECTION. .III. 


FROf'OSpD IMPROVEMENTS 

r 

IN THE STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT 

OF PRISONS, 


H OWEVER fanguinary the wifh of an angry cre¬ 
ditor may be when he arrefts and imprifons his 
debtor j there is no doubt but every one who 
liftens, not to his paflions, but to reafon, muft know, and 
will own, that it is a flagrant crime to take away the life of 
a man for debt: and as to felony, a Gaol is not defigned 

for the final punifhment even of that; but for the Jafe cuf- 
• • 

tody of the accufed to the time of trial; and of convidts till 
a legal fentence be executed upon them. The laws of 
England do not fuflfer private executions. No condemned 
malefadtor may be fecretly put to death ; nor murdered in a 
prifon diredtly or indiredtly: much lefs ought thofe to be 
deftroyed there whole fentence does not affedt their life. 
Their deftrudtion is not only unjuft; it inconfiftent with 

prudence 
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prudence and found policy. They might no doubt be ufe- 
ful at home or abroad j* if proper care were taken in prifon, 
to keep them healthy and fit for labour : but certain it is, 
that many of thofd who furvive their long confinement, are 
by it rendered incapable of'working. Some of them are 
grievoufly affedted with lcorbutic diftempcrs^; others have 
their toes mortified *, or quite rotted from their feet j many 
inftances of which I have feen. 

n 

If one who has turned King’s Evidence, or has been 
barely acquitted upon trial, terrified ’ 1 by his narrow efcape, 
feeks for honefl: employment ; he is commonly fuch a fick- 
ly miferablc objedt that no one wiH,fet*him to work. That, 
I believe, is the principal caufe of his being rejedted; for 
there are feveral forts of labour that require but little confi¬ 
dence : yet the poor acquitted prifoner fhall go from door 
to door alking for work, in vain. Is it not to be lamented, 
that every fpark of good intention, inftead of being cherilh- 
ed, ftiould be thus extinguijhed ? And that the penitent 
fhould by an almoft irrefiftible necefiity be driven again, 
though reludlant, to the pradticc which foon brings him 


* Mess* 8 . Stephenfon and Randolf of Briftol, Contractors for Tranfport Com- 
vifts, complained of this to Mr. Biggs, gaoler at Salilbury, in their letter to him 
Sept. 13, 1774. “ Sote feet prove very fatal. The mortality we met with in our 

“ lafl. fhip, if repeated in this, will fo furfeit us, that we lhall .never take another. 
“ We loft an immenfe fum by them; and our fhip is detained to this moment under 
“^quarantine.” 


back 
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back to his former manfion; and ihortens a wretched life, 
* 

that might have been, that fain would have been, an ufeful 
one ? 

In order to redrefs thefe vari'ous evils, the firft thing to 
be taken into confideration is the Prifon itfelf. Many Coun¬ 
ty-Gaols apd other Brifons are fo decayed and ruinous, or, 
for other reafons, fo totally unfit for the purpofe, that new 
ones muft be built in their ftead. Others are very incom¬ 
modious, but may be improved upon the ground about 
them, which is occupied by the keeper, or not ufed at all. 
Some need little more than a thorough repair. In order to 
give what little affifta'n.ce I can to thofe who muft build a 
new County-Gaol, I will take the liberty to fuggeft what 
hath occurred to me upon this head, in.hopes that fome 
more fkilful hand will undertake the generous and benevo¬ 
lent talk of carrying to perfedtion a Icheme of which I can 
only draw the outlines. I lhall firft fay fomething of the 


.SITUATION. 


A COUNTY-GAOL, and indeed every prifon,«Ihould 
be built on a fpot that is airy, and if poffible near a 
river, or brook. I have commonly found prifons fituated 
near a river, the cleaneft and moft healthy. They generally 

have 
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have not (they could not well have) fubterraneous dun¬ 
geons, which have been deftru&ive to thoiifands : and by 
their nearnefs to running water, another evil, almoft as 
noxious, is prevented, that is, the flench of fewers. 

I said a Gaol fliould be near a ftream j but I muft annex 
this caution j that it be not fo near as that either the houfe 
or yard fliall be ivithin the reach of floods. This circum- 
flan'ce was fo little thought of at Appleby in Weftmoreland, 
when their new Gaol was built, that I faw the walls marked 
from nine inches to three feet high by floods. 

If it be not practicable to build near a ftream, then an 
eminence fliould be chofen .- for as the walls round a prifon- 
yard muft be fo high as greatly to obftruft a free circulation 
of air j this inconvenience fliould be leflened by a riftng 
ground: and the prifon fliould not be furrounded by other 
buildings, nor built in the middle of a town or city. 


G 


PLAN. 
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Arcades. 


N, 


T HE annexed engfaving reprefents fuch a plan for a 
prifon as, according to my ideas, unites the greateft 
advantages "with regard to health, order, p.nd Security. By 
the afiiftance of the references it will explain itfelf better 
than can be done by a verbal description. I lhall only fub- 
join a few general remarks on fome particulars in the ftruc- 
ture. " 

i 

THAT part of the building which is detached from the 
walls, and contains the men-felons ward, may be Square, 
or rectangular, raifed on arcades , that it may be more airy, 
and leave under it a dry walk in wet weather. Wards over 
arcades are alfo beft for Safety, for I have found that efcapcs 
have been moft commonly effected by undermining cells * 
and dungeons. If the felons Should find any other means 
to break out of this raifed ward, they will ftill be ftopt by 
the wall of the yard. 


* When I went into Horlham Gaol with the keeper, wc faw a heap of Hones 
and rubbilh. The felons had been two or three days undermining the foundation of 
their room, and a general efcape was intended that night. We were but juft in time 
to prevent it; for it was almoil night when we went in. Our lives were at their 
mercy: but (thank God) they did not attempt to murder ua, and ruih out. 

I WISll 
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I wish to have fo many fmall rooms or cabins in this s ,,A 

. J • Roo' 

ward, that each criminal may deep alone *. If it be diffi- 
cult to prevent their being together in the day-time, they 
ffiould by all mean’s be feparated at night. Solitude and fi * 
lence are favourable to refle&ionand may poffibly lead 
them to repentance. Privacy and hours of tjboughtfulnefs 
are neceffary for thofe who muft foon leave the world; and 
in the Old Newgate there were fifteen cells for perfons in 
this fituation, which are ftill left {landing, with the defign 
of annexing them to the new building. The like provifxon 
for fuch as return to fociety, cannot *be lefs needful. One 
of the writers cited in the note, Biffiop Butler, affirms that 
it is much more fo, “ fince it muft acknowledged, of 
“ greater confequcnce in a religious, as well as civil refped, 

“ how perfons live than how they die.” 

The fep’aration I am pleading for, efpecially at night, 
would prevent efcapes, or make them very difficult: for 
that is the time in which .they are generally planned, and 
effected. Another reafon for feparation is, that it would 
free gaolers from a difficulty of which I have heard them 
complain: they hardly know where to keep criminals ad- 


•See tlie importance of this feparation ftrongly urged in a letter to Sir Robert 
Ladbroke, printed for Oliver, 1771. See alio a Spital Sermon of Bilhop Butler 
preached before the Magiftrates of London, April 14th. 1750, particularly page 
20th, &c. And Mr. Iianway’s 8th. 10th. and 22d Letters in his book entitled The 

Difefts of Police the Caufe of Immorality, &c. c 

% 

. G 2 mitted 
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Kinc’s mitted to be evidence for the King. Thefe would be mur- 

hviui-Nce. - ° 

dered by their accomplices if put among them ; and in 
more than one prifon, I have feen them, for that reafon, 
out in the women’s ward. 

* t, 

Where there are oppolite windows they fhould have 
fhutters but thefe fhould be open all day. In the inen- 
felons ward there fhould be no glafs j nor fhould the pri¬ 
soners be allowed to ftpp the windows with flraw, &c. 

Women. The women-felons c fhould be quite feparate from the 
men * : and young criminals from old and hardened of¬ 
fenders. Each of ^‘hefe three clafles fhould alfo have their 
day-room or kitchen j and their court-yard and offices all 
feparate. 

Every court fhould be paved for the more*convenient 
wafhing it j and have a good pump, or pipes laid in both 
Pf mp. if poffible : and the Pump and Pipes fhould be repaired as 

foon as they need it; otherwife the Gaols will foon be of- 
fenfive and unwholefome, as I have always found them to 
be in fuch cafes. A fmall ftream conilantly running in the 


* By an Aft made in Ireland, 3d of his prefent Majcfty, it is enafte;!, “ T!ir.t in 
il all Gaols hereafter to be built, there may be diftinft apartments for the men and 
“ women; and that all Gaolers, whofe Gaols will at prefent admit of fuch a ciif- 
“ tinftion, may be obliged to feparate and keep apart the different fexes.” 


yard 
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yard is very defireable. In a room or fhed near the pump or 
pipe, there fhould be a Bath* (as there is in County- Bat». 

Hofpitals) to wafh prifoners that come in dirty, or grow 
dirty afterwards. * It fhould be filled every morning, and 
let off in the evening throug'h the privies into the drains. 

There fhould alfo be a copper in the fhed, to heat a quan¬ 
tity of water fuflicient to warm that in the bath.; for wait¬ 
ing thofe that are fickly. There fhould likewife be an 
Oven : nothing fo effe&ually deftro/s vermin in cloaths and ° VEX - 
bedding, nor purifies them fo thoroughly when tainted with 
infeClion, as being a few hours dn an oven moderately 
heated -f*. 

The Infirmary or fick wards fhould be in the mod; airy Infirmary. 
part of the yard, quite detached from the reft of the Gaol, 
and railed on arcades. In the middle of the floor of each 
room there fhould be a grate of twelve or eighteen inches 
fquare, for a current of air; covered with a fhutter or hatch 
at night. The fame contrivance might alfo be convenient 
in the other wards. Befides the grate, it is neceffary to have 
in the wards, but efpecially in thofe of the infirmary, Hand - Vfnti- 

Ventilators to frellien them every day. This machine is of 
excellent ufe when moft wanted, and when the wind or 
fail-ventilator is of no fervice, that is, in calm weather. 

* 14th George lit. Cap. XLIII. 

t Sec Dr. Lind’s Effay on the Health of Seamen, p. 320 and 336. 

I * 

Dotftor 
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Separation 
ov Debtors 
andFelons. 


Dodtor Hales, on the fubjedt, page 12, Ihews that it will 
fupply feventy-five tons of air in a minute. 

■ The infirfnary and fheds will not reader the yard unfafe, 
provided the walls have parapets, or fmall chevaux de frife . 

De BTORC cm d felons Aiould have ward$ totally feparate : 

« 

the peace, the cleanlinefs, the health and morals of debtors 
cannot be fecured otherwife. The Adt 22d and 23d Charles 
II. Chapter 20, requires this feparation at night; that 
debtors may not be disturbed by the curfes and other pro¬ 
fane language of felons : “ Be it enadted,-- That they Avail 
“ be put, kept, and^-locjged feparate and apart one from 
“ another, in diftindt rooms.” Thele words do perhaps in 
the ftridt conftrudtion imply no more than nodturnal fepara¬ 
tion. But furely it is a far greater mifehief for debtors to 
be annoyed and corrupted by the wicked conv'erfation of 
felons all day long, than to be difturbed by it in the night¬ 
time. I am not defigning to infer from hence, nor yet 
from the charadter of the Gentlemen who compofed that 
Parliament, that the Adi fhould be conftrued according to 
my view.of the argument; or to what I conjedture was their 
intention. I know it is wrong to explain laws by fuch a 
vague principle as the fuppofed fpirit of them. But itfeems 
to me neceffary that there Ihould be a total feparation. Thefe 
different forts of prifoners are indeed generally feparated at 
°ight. # I do not recolledt more than two or three Gaols 

where 
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where they lodge together, viz. Brecon, Portfmouth, the 
Borough-Compter, and Clerkenwell Bridewell. I mult 
now add Tothillfields Bridewell, where petty debtors are 
confined, becaufe .V^cftminfier Gatehoufe is taken down. 

Conftant reparation is defirable: the Gao 1 will by that 
means be kept cleaner: and if the fmall-pox, or the gaol- 
fever, Ihould in fed: one ward, the other at a diftance may 
be free from it. *rhis would all'o remove the objection that 
is now made againft permitting debtors to work: that is, 
the danger of their furnilhing felons with tools for mifchlef, 
or efcape. 

In the debtors ward there Ihould^be a day-room or 
kitchen ; all'o a large JFork-Jhop for fuch as are willing to Work-shof. 
work. Some few Gaols have the latter j and in them I 
have feen chair-makers, Ihoe-makers, &c. employed in 
their feveraJ trades; preferving their habit of induftry; 
contributing to the fupport of their families •, and lighten- ' 
ing the burthen that by their imprifonment falls on the re- 
fpedtive parilhes. 

Prisoners indifted for felony Ihould not be compelled 
to work. But I have heard many of them wilhing they 
might be permitted to earn fomething for their more com¬ 
fortable fupport. In fome few Gaols they have this privi¬ 
lege, as at Exeter, Norwich, &c. 


Women- 
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Women-debtors fhould have a ward, a court, a pump, 
&c. to themfelves : and no communication .fhould be al¬ 
lowed between the two fexes. 

The Ward for Meri-Debtots fhould alio be over arcades, 
and placed on one fide of the gaoler’s houfe. This houfe 
fhould be in or near the middle of the Gaol, with windows 
to the felons and the debtors court-yard. 

A chapel is ncceJ _ a Gaol. I have chofen for it 
what feems to me a proper fituation. It fhould have a gal¬ 
lery for debtors or women; and the reft may be feparated 
below. Bibles and^rayyr-books fhould be chained at con¬ 
venient diftances on each fide : thofe who tear or otherwife 
•damage them fhould be punifhed. 


REGULA- 
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REGULATIONS. 


TT TITHOUT a due attention fb the ceconomy and go* 
* * vernment of a Prifon, it js evident that no contri* 
vance of ftruCture can fecure it from being the abode of 
wickednefs, difeafe, and mifery; I ihall therefore offer a 
few hints for the better regulation of a Gaol/ 


THE firfl care muft be to find a good mik for a Gaoler; 
one that is honeft, a&ive, and humane; %ch was Abel 
Dagge, who was formerly keeper of Briftol Newgate. I re¬ 
gretted his death, and revere his memoty. 

This officer muft be fober himfeif, that hi may, by ex¬ 
ample, as well as authority, retrain drunkeni^fs, and other 
vices in his prifon. . To remove a ftropg ten|ptation to the 

H contrary. 
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Gaoler, 
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contrary, it is jhighly requifite that no Gaoler, Turnkey, 
or other fervant be fuffered to holdphe Tap - t or to have any 
connexion, concern, or intereft whatever in the fale of li¬ 
quors of any' kind. Gaolers who hold,* of let, the tap, find 
their account in not only conniving at, but promoting 
drunkennefs and midnight revels. What profligate and de¬ 
bauched company of both fexes, do we fee let into our 
Gaols, that the tap may be kept running! Befides this, 
the. Gaoler’s intereft ifi the fale of liquors, may prompt 

c 

him to be'partial in his behaviour to his prifoners; to treat 
at leaft with negleft, throfe who are poor and have nothing 
to fpend i which is the cafe of far the greater number: 
while he /hall carefs di/hpneft debtors, who take fhclter in 
a prifon, in order to live there in riot upon the property of 
their creditors.. 

I know that by the ftatute of 32d George II.‘ a Debtor 
has a right to fend out of the Gaol for liquor and other ne- 
ceflaries*. This is a very judicious provifion ; and very be¬ 
neficial to prifoners where they have the full and free ufe of 
it. But feme .Gaolers there are, who find ways to reftrain 
this privilege,, for the profits of their tap : whereas if Gaol¬ 
ers were prohibited from all concern in the fale of liquor, 
this would not only remove that check, and reftore to pri¬ 
foners the free enjoyment of the liberty they are entitled to ; 

* “ At his free will and pleafure, to fend for, or to have brought to him— at fea- 
fonablf times in the day time, any beer, ale, victuals, or any other neceffary food.’* 

but 
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but would alfb be the means of fuppreffing much Intempe - 
ranee; and perhaps of entirely aboliffiin gGarniJh, as well 
as Chibs or night aflefeiations. 

That it is neceflary to‘deprivd Gaolers o£ all profits 
arifing from the Hap, I am convinced, not by mere fpecu- 
lation, but by what I have learned from convqrfation with 
Gaolers themfelves. I afked two of them, whom I found 
candid and intelligent, ** what they thought would be the 
“ moll likely means of effecting a thorough reformation in 
“ Gaols.” The anfwer I had fronj both, was to this pur- 
pofe, “ Let no licences be granted for felling beer or wine 
“ in Gaols : let it be made fome o # ther way worth our while 
“ to keep them.” 


Gaolers ffiould have falaries proportioned to the truft 
and trouble j fince no office, if faithfully and humanely ad- 
miniftered, better deferves an adequate encouragement: yet 
npt fo much as to raife them above attention to their duty, 
and the daily infpedlion of their Gaols. 

The Gaol-Committee, which I have tnentioned before, iii 
their Report of the Marflialfea Prifon, 14 May 1729, after 
enumerating many mifehiefs which they found had been 
occafioned by the Gaoler’s holding or letting the tap, draw 
the following conclufion; ** This {hews the inconveniency 
“ of the Keepers having the advantage of the Tap-houfe, 
** fince to advance the rent thereof, and to confume the li- 

H. 2 “ quors 
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“ quors there vended, they not only encourage riot and 
“ drunkennefs, but alfo prevent the needy prifoner from 
“ being lupplied by his friends with t’he meer necelfaries of 
v life, in order to encreafc an exorbitant gain to their ( 
" tenants.” 

When l was in Ireland (January 1775) I found, not 
without fome furprife, that no liquors were fold in any of 
the t prifons • which I f 4 w. Upon inquiry, I learned that 
there is an A€t againft it, made in the third year of his pre¬ 
fen t Majefty *. 

No Prifoner fhould be a Turnkey. It is the 
Gaoler’s duty to infpeft the wards himfelf every day, 
and not to leave this to fervants -f*. The Magi /1 rates of 


* The preamble runs thus, “ Whereas many frauds and abufes have been com- 
“ mitted by Gaolers—brewing of drink, and baking of bread, which they oblige 
“ their prifoners to take from them at their own rates—Be it enafted—that no 
“ Gaoler or any perfon in trull for him, lhall brew or bake in the Gaol—or in any 
“ place—for fale, or keep any fhop for the felling of bread, or beer, or ale, or 
“ other liquors, under the penalty of five pounds for every fuch offence.” 

t In my fir ft journeys 'many County-Gaolers excufcd themfelves from going with 
me into the Felons Ward. In one County-Gaol the Felons told me once and again 
that the Gaoler had not been in their ward for months. I would not have quoted 
a report from Felons, if the Turnkey, who was prefent, had not confirmed their 
Sdlimony. 


Glafgow 
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Glafgow * have exprefsly ordered that “ The Gaoler every 
“ morning and evening,' at the opening of, and before the 
“ {hutting up the prifon, fhall perfonally vifit every room 
u and place therein.”* 

He muft encourage and promote cleanlinefs. For this 

reafon an old or infirm man fliould not be a Gaoler : when 

• . 

that is the cafe, all is commonly dirty. He fliould be 
compaffionate to the fick. If he is efrdered to diftribute the 
allowance, he muft do juftice to the county or city, and to 
his prifoners, by giving to the latter the fullftated quantity. 

I have faid before, a Gaoler {liquid not live at a diftance 
from his prifon -f. He lliould not only refide on the fpot* 
but be conftantly.at home. Prifoners generally take advan¬ 
tage from his abfence. For this reafon, no Keeper of a 
Prifon ftiould be a Sheriff's Officer . Such are very often 
abroad j and fomc of them have acknowledged to me, that 


* I ouc-ht not here to omit my grateful acknowledgment of the politenefs ami 
civility of theft- Gentlemen, who, on my vifit to the place in January 177$, did me 
the honour of prefenting me with the freedom of the city, in a manner'truly hofpi- 
table and obliging. 


f The bad confequences of a contrary police I have often feen and lamented; 
particularly at Dublin Newgate. 


Sheriff's 

Officer. 


‘their 
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their bufinefs as Officers was incompatible with their duty 
as Gaolers. 

Chaplain., I HAD the pleafure to find a Chaplaift appointed to molt 
of the County-Gaols ■ in corf/equence of the Ad made 13 th 
of his prefent MajeBy. When this office is vacant, it be¬ 
hoves Magiftrates not to take the firft Clergyman who of¬ 
fers his fervice, without regarding his real chara&er. They 
fhould choofe one who is in principle a Chrijlian: who 
will not content himfelf with ofliciating in public j but 
will converfe with thp prifoners admonifli the profligate 
exhort the thoughtlefs j comfort the fick; and make known 
to the condemned thaf Mercy which is revealed in the 
Gofpel. 

In the Life of Bernard Gilpin , page 173, the writer, 
fpeaking of his labours, informs us, that “ w.here-ever he 
“ came, he ufed to vifit all the Jails and places of confine- 
“ ment; few in the kingdom having at that time * any ap- 
“ pointed Minifter.” And by his affedionate addrefs “ he 


* 

• In the reign of Queen Mary, this faithful Minifler tf the Gofpel was to have 
been a facrifice: but in his journey from Durham to London, where he expe£ted to 
fuffer, his leg was broken by a fall from his horfe} and by that circumftahce Provi¬ 
dence faved him from the fiery trial: for the bigotted Queen died before his recovery. 
In the next reign he was promoted to the rich living of Houghton in Northumber¬ 
land : and it was there he laboured, as is faid above. 
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“ is laid to have reformed many very abandoned perfons m 
** thofe places.” 

. In fome prifons where there is a Chaplain apppinted, no* 

• * 

worihip is fixed for Sunday : in fome where that day is fix¬ 
ed, the Chaplain, choofing his hours, comes fometimes too 
foon. in the morning, fometimes between ijaorning and even¬ 
ing Jervice, at the prifoners dinner-time: in fome there isr 
no fixed day at all. It would be proper to have fermon and 
prayers once at leaft on the Lord’s Day: and prayers two 
fixed days in the week befides. Ahd if a Chapter of the 
New Tejlament were read daily in order by one of the pri¬ 
foners to the reft, or by the Gaoler *, before the diftribu- 
tion of prifon allowance, the time would not be mifpent. 
The reader, if a prifoner, might be allowed a fmall weekly 
penfion. The Gaoler Ihould not, as fome fto, hinder any 
prifoner froln attending divine fervice. He ought to re¬ 
move every hindrance: and, on Sunday efpeciaily, no vi- 
fitants iliould be admitted during that time. Vilitants who 
are there before, Ihould go out or attend. 

Upon alking at more places than one, “ why th£re were 
fo few prifoners at prayers,” I have been anfwered, “ they 
are drinking with their friends.” The Gaoler fliould be 
conllant at Chapel with his prifoners j and fet a good exam - 

* See Mr. Smith’s Prattice at Tothillficlds,, Weftminder, 

pie 
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pie for them tcj follow. The Chaplain who officiates in the 
Gaol may alfo be employed at the Bridewell, where the dis¬ 
tance will allow j and preach once a Sunday in each prifon. 

It perhaps will be faid, that I propofe a great deal of 
duty to thefe gentlemen. The A£t juft recited allows a fum 
not exceeding fifty pounds a year for theijr Services. Many 
counties have fixed that Salary j but I (hould hope fhat 
Clergymen might be "found who would adt from a much 
nobler motive, a regard to the molt important interefts of 
their fellow-creatures.*' 

THE late Adi for preferring the health of prifoners re¬ 
quires that inexperienced Surgeon or Apothecary be appointed 
to every Gaol: a man of repute in his prefefiion. His bu- 
finefs is, in th% firft place, to order the immediate removal 
of the fick to the Infirmary. Their irons ftiohld be taken 
off; and they fhould have, not only medicines, but alfo 
diet fuitable to their condition. Pie muft diligently and 
daily vifit them himfelf j not leaving them to journeymen 
and apprentices. He ftiould conftantly inculcate the necef- 
fity of cleanlinefs and frefh air; and the danger of crowding 
prifoners together. I need not add, that he muft report to 
the Juftiees at each Quarter Seffions, a ftate of th*e health 
of the prifoners under his care. 

At Newgate there are commonly about two hundred pri¬ 
foners. 
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foners. Here the danger to them, and to the city from 
them, is great. To this capital prifon in the metropolis, 
the Magiftrates woul’d, in my humble opinion, do well to 
appoint a Phy/icidn t * a Surgeon , and Apothecary. One of 
the two latter to vifit each ward in the prifon every day . 
The two Compters are near enough to be taken care of by 
the fame gentleipen; and they need to # be vifired as con- 
ftaptly. This attention would, in all probability, prevent 
the fpread of any infectious difeafe in thofe Gaols; and flop 
the mouths of County-Gaolers, who, when their prifons 
are infedted, tell you (as I have often heard them) “ The 
“ diftemper was brought from Newgate by prifoners re- 
** moved from thence by habeas corpus." 

NO Prifoner fhould be fubjedt to any demand of Fees. 
The Gaoler fhould have a falary in lieu of them; and fo 
fhould the Turnkeys. Their wages fhould not be included 
in the Gaoler’s falary: and not only their pay, but the 
number of them neceffary for each prifon, fhould be deter¬ 
mined by the Magirtrates. Neither of thofe articles fiiould 
be left to the interefted appointment of a Gaoler. If fees 
be not abolilhed, I am fure they fhould be reduced ; and fo 
fhould the Chamber Rents for Mafter-fide Debtors. In this 
matter* (of the Chambers) another regulation is alfo need¬ 
ful ; that is, no middle-fized room fhould have more beds 
than two. The bedding and other furniture fiiould be fpe- 
cified as to articles and value. 

I 


Fees* 


For 



5§ 

Free 
Wa r n. 


Cl.KANLl- 

T V KSS. 
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For Common-Jide Debtors there Ihould be a ward entirely 

free : they fliould not be fubjed to any demand of rent; as 

in many prifons they are. Thefe prifoners fliould either be 

‘alimented J)*y their creditors without e'xpence and delay; or. 

* § 

have from the county the fame allowance of every kind (at 
leaft) as felons: food, bedding, and medicine. 

IN order .to cleanliness, than which fcarce any thing 
in« the whole oeconomy of a Gaol is of more importance, 
every ward and room fliould be well fcraped ; and then 
waflied with lime and \vater during the ad ofeffervefcencc*, 
at lead; twice a year j juft after the Lent and Summer Affize. 
Each ward and room fliould be fwept, and waflied, every 
day, by the refpedive inhabitant; and fome times with hot 
vinegar. Idle Gaolers aiFed to excufe their negligence in 
this refped, by pretending that daily wafliing would make 
the rooms too damp, and endanger the health of prifoners. 
This is mere pretence : the effed is diredly contrary. 
There is not in England a prifon more healthy, confidering 
the number of prifoners of the loweft fort, than Totbi/jields 
Bridewell where the rooms are waflied every day. The 
prifoners* do the work by turns : and the healthinefs of the 
prifon is a demonftration, that no inconvenience, but great 
benefit, is the confequence. In Newgate , the prifoiier who 
fweeps the ward has a double allowance of bread. Every 

Vf his is called Lime-white, although whiting is not an ingredient in it. 

prifoner 
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pri foher fhould be obliged to wafh his hands, and face before 
he comes for his daily allowance ; and to keep himfelf as 
neat as circumfhnces will admit *. I have faid before, 
there fhould be p’leAty of water in a prifon j and need not 
add now, that prifoners fhould conftantly have free and eafy 
accefs to it. 

Pvery prifoner who comes to Gaol dirty, fhould be 
waflied in the cold or warm bath ' and his cloaths fhqpld 
be put into the oven, in a lack on a pair of iron dogs. He 
fhould be provided with coarfe w!Uhing cloaths to wear 
while his own are thus purifying : wafhing cloaths fhould 
be kept ready in the Gaol for this # purpofe. Each prifoner 
fhould have a clean fhirt once a week. There fhould be in 
each ward a towel on a roller clean every day. Pails, mops. 


* Sir John Pringle, in his laft Anniverfary Difcourfe at the Royal Society, 
on the fubjeft of Captain Cook’s fuccefsful cafe of the fhip’s crew in his Voyage 
round the World; and the medal defervedly adjudged to him on that account, has 
the following paflage at page 26. “ It is well known how much Cleanlinefs conduces 
“ to health ; but it is not fo obvious how much it al(b tends to good order and other 
“ virtues. That diligent officer was perfuaded—that fuch men as he could induce 
“ to be more cleanly than they were difpofed to be of themfelves, became at the 
“ fame tjme more fober, more orderly, and more attentive to their duty.” This 
remark is confirmed by an obfervation in the Spefiator, No. 631, “ Several 
“ vices, definitive both to mind and body, are incohfifient with the habit of 
“ Cleanlinefs.” 


I 2 


br®oms. 
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brooms, foap, .vinegar, and fuel for the oven, /hould be 
iupplicd by the county or town; otherwife Gaols will never 
be kept clean and wholel'ome. 

• t 1 

No liable or dunghill Ihould be fufFered in the yard *} 

nor any fowls kept there, which I have often feen not only 
in the yards, but ajfo in the rooms of many prifons. Sweep¬ 
ings, allies, &c. Ihould be taken away every week. 

« 

Bedding. IF the bedding is l^raw, it Ihould be put in coarfe can- 
vafs; if it is not fo enclofed, it ought to be changed every 
week. Each bed Ihould have a coarfe coverlid or two. 

Prisoners Ihould not remain in.the day-time in the lit- 

• i 

tie rooms or cabins in which they lleep : they Ihould have a 
common ward, day-room or kitchen. 


Food. 


THOSE who drink only water, and have no nutritious 


# The 4 ^ of Parliament in Ireland, which I mentioned in a former note, 
orders that “ No Gaoler or any perfon employed hy him, fhall prefume on any ac- 
“ count to keep in the faid Gaols, or the yard, or the houfes adjoining thereto, and 
M provided for the ufe of fuch prifoners, any hog), cow), or other cattle,'under the 
“ penalty of forty Ihilling) for fuch hog,, cow, or other bead kept in the faid Gaol 
41 or Prifon.” 


liquffir. 
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liquor, ought to have at leaft a pound and half of bread 
everyday. The bread fliould be one day old, and then 
honeftly weighed to 'them. If once a week (fuppofe on 
Sunday) fome of the coarfer pieces of beef weije boiled in 
the copper, and half a pound of the meat without bone 
given to each prifoner, with a quart of the broth, and then 
only one pound qf bread, this Sunday Dinner might be made 
an^encouragement to peaceable and orderly behaviour: the 
turbulent and refractory Ihould no! have it. Such an^al- 
lowance, might help to remove a bad cuftom that obtains 
too generally, the pretence of refreftling prifoners with bet¬ 
ter food and drink on Sunday ; upon which many are ad¬ 
mitted into the Gaols, and keep the prifoners from Chapel. 

I state the allowance in •weight, not money, becaufe 
of the variable price. Belides that quantity of bread, each 
prifoner flibuld have a penny a day in money for cheefe, 
butter, potatoes, peafe, or turnips : or he fiiould have a 
pennyworth of one of thofe articles. 

Here, as in the tap, I muft infill upon it*as highly ne- 
cefiary, that every Gaoler, Bridewell-Keeper, Turnkey, &c. 
be excluded from all concern in the prifoners allowance •, 
from all profit arifing dire ft ly or indireSlly from the fale of 
their bread, or other food. Whoever diftributes it, Ihould 
be free from all temptation to fraud j and be fubjeCt to a 

ftrong 
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ftrong check The whole allowance of prifoners (hould 
•never be given them in money. 

The Reader will plainly fee, that! am not an advocate , 

1 t 

for extravagant and profufe allowance to prifoners. I plead 
only for neceffaries, in fuch a moderate quantity, as may 
fupport health an4 firength for labour. T The law allows 
the poor debtor who i6 detained in prifon, two (hillings and 
fo^r-pence per weekT* (I wi(h it were more eafily obtained) 
and the government allowance to affize convidts under fen- 
tence of tranfportatioA is a little more, viz. two (hillings 
and fix-pence ; which the Sheriff charges to Government in 
his bill of cravings, prefcnted at the expiration of his office. 
And I believe upon the average price of bread, potatoes, 6cc. 
the allowance I have mentioned does not exceed thofe fums. 
I prefume it may be thought rather incongruous to allow 
prifoners before trial (on which fome of them may be found 
not guilty) lefs than is given to thofe that are convidted. 


No 

Quarrels. 


NO fighting (hould be fuffered in a Gaol: no quarrel¬ 
ing, or abufivfe language j nor the frequent occafion of them. 


* In Ireland the Minifter of the Parilh where the Gaol is, orders the felons bread; 
and keeps (Ihould keep) the account of it: for he is allowed by Aft of Parliament 
a fum not exceeding ten pounds a year for the trouble. 


gaming. 


t 32d George If. 
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gaining. If any one be injured, let him complain to the 
Keeper, who fhould hear both parties face to face, decide 
the matter, and puniih the aggreftor by clofer confinement. 
Faults that deferve Ynore fevere animadverfion*. firould bd 
referved for the cognizance of*the Magiftrates, or an infpec- 
tor: of whom prefently. 

^lONEY fent, colleded, or bequeathed, fhould be diftri- 
buted by the Magiftrates. Some of*it might be laid oujp in 
tools, &c. for fuch. debtors as. will work. 

The mention of legacies reminds me of the need there 
is of a lift of them painted legibly cm a board ; which ihould 
be hung up fo as to be read by the prifoners. Very few 
Gaols have fuch »table : and for want of it many Legacies 
have been entirely loft •, and the charitable intention of the 
Teftators frbftrated. Yet care of legacies is exprefsly required 
by the Ad: 32d George II. 

In the like confpicuous manner Ihould be hung up in 
every Gaol an authentic table of fees, till-they are abo- 
lifhed. This alio is exprefsly required by the fame Ad. 
Yet in many Gaols it is totally difregarded, and they have 
no fuch' tables. 


Donations 
an D 

Legacies, 


Table 

of 

'Z* E L * f \ V . 


In the Ad: 24th George II. which prohibits the ufe of 
lpirituous liquors in Prifons or Workhoufes, it is exprefsly 

required, 
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requited, that every Gaoler, Keeper, Mafter, See. fhall pro¬ 
cure one or more copies of the three claufes * which contain 
the feveral-articles of the prohibition, to be printed or fairly 
written, and hung up in one of themoft public places of, 
the Prifon or Work-houfe, and renewed as occaiion re¬ 
quired, under the penalty of forty Ihilliiigs for every default. 

« 

• f 

There fhould alfo be a lift of the allowance to pri- 

I 

foKers : for want of which I have known them defrauded of 
a conliderable part of their food : the whole of which is no 
where more than fufiicient. The fame lift fliould exhibit 

the particulars of bedding, or ftraw. 

•* 

The Ad for preferving the health of prifoners requires 
that it be painted on a board, &c. as afofefaid : not merely 
written or printed on paper, becaufe that is more perifliable, 

and 


* In the prohibiting claufes, a fine of one hundred pounds is laid upon any 
Gaoler, Keeper, Mafter, &c. who lhall fell, ufc, lend, or give away any fucli 
liquors; or knowingly permit them to be fold, ufed, &c. in the Houfe ; except 
they be'prefcribed by a regular Phyfician, Surgeon, or Apothecary, to be ufed me¬ 
dicinally. And a fine of ten pounds to twenty pounds, or any time not exceeding 
three months imprifonment, for any perfon who lhall bring fuch liquors into the 
Houfe. One moiety of thefe fines, as well as of that mentioned above, to the in¬ 
former : the other moiety of each of the two fmaller fines to the prifoners; or, in 
the Work-houfe, to the poor. 
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and liable to be torn*. The Rules for Cleanlinefs, and Or¬ 
ders againft Garnilh, Gaming, Drunkenne’fs, Quarreling, 
Profanenefs and Obfcenity, Ihould alfo be vifibly exhibited; 
.with the penalties ’for each of thofe crimes. The penalties, 
fhould be fixed by the Magiftrates, or by law. * The table 
(hould alfo (hew the hours of opening and (hutting the feveral 
wards and of attending public wor(hip. Befifies fetting 
down thefe hours in a table, notice (hould be given of them 
by a bell, as in the dock-yards. I* have known prifoners 
abfent from Chapel, who faid they would have been there, 
but did not know the fervice was performing. 

It is exprefsly required by the A& 32d George II. that 
Rules and Orders made, figned, and confirmed, as the 
Table of Fees, be drawn up for every Prifon -f , and hung 
up confpicuoujly in it for infpeftion of prifoners. Yet in 

many 


I do not remember to have feen the claufes hung up in any Work-boufe. I (hall 
in the feqjiel mark the numerous prifons that have the fame defeft: I could alfo 
have mentioned prifons in which, notwithftanding the Aft, ipirituous liquors are 
ufed: and I could even name Gaolers who find ways to evade the ^ft; and do 
themfelves fell fuch liquors to their prifoners. 

• I mention this drcumftance, that may feem trifling, as I know the difpofition 
of prifoners to deftroy, the copies of the claufes againft fpirituous liquors. 

f “ Be it alfo enafted—That the Judges and Jufticcs of Affize—-(hall, at all 
“ Aflizes—make inquiry whether fuch T^ble of Fees, and Rules and Orders— 

K “ are 
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many Prifons neither Fees nor Orders are to be feen: the 
latter in very few. 


• FINALpY, The care of a Prilon is too important to bc € 
left wholly to a Gaoler •, paid indeed for his attendance, 
but often- tempted by his paffions, or intereft, to fail in his 
duty. To* every ^prifon there fhould bq an Inlpe< 5 tor ap¬ 
pointed •, either by his colleagues in the magiftracy, or by 
Parliament *. Sheriffs and Magiftrates have indeed this 
power already j and prifons^ are their immediate care. But 
fome Sheriffs excufe fchemfelves from attention to this part 
of their duty, on account of the fhort duration, expence, 
and trouble of their office : and thofe Gentlemen, as well 
as Gentlemen in the Commiffion of the Peace, have no 
doubt been fearful of the confequence of.looking into pri¬ 
fons. But the danger from fuch infpedtion is. in great mea- 


“ ar c hong «P and remain publick —and (hall inform themfelves—and fupply 
“ a °d redrefs and fhall exprefsly give in charge to every Grand Jury 
“ impanelled and fworn before them refpeflively, to make inquiries concerning 
“ the fame. ” 

* The Vagrant A£l 17th George II. requires that Two Juftices viiit the Houfes 
of Corrcdlion “ twice, or oftener if need be, in every year; an-d to examine into 
“ tllc et ' ate an< i management thereof, and to report, &c.” And that the Juftices at 
Quarter Seflions impofe fines and penalties on the Governors or Matters who do not 
keep their prifoners to hard labour, and puniih and correct them according to the 
directions of the warrants, &c.. 
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fare removed: and it may be expected that Sheriffs will 
now engage in this bufinefsand that among Juftices, and 
Town-Magiftrates, there may always be found one man 
generous enough to undertake this important fesvice. Or' 
if the conftant trouble be thought too much for one perfon, 
it may proceed by annual, quarterly, or monthly rotation. 
The Infpedtor fh®uld make his vifit once in a week, or at 
moft in a fortnight •, changing his days. He fhould take 
with him a memorandum of all the rules, and inquire ii/o 
the obfervance or neglect of them. He fhould (as is done 
in fome of our Hofpitals) look into dvery room, to fee if it 
be clean, &c. He fhould fpeak with every prifoner j hear 
all complaints ; and immediately cofre<ft what he finds ma¬ 
in' feftly wrong : what he doubts of, he may refer to his 
brethren in office’, at their next meeting. A good Gaoler 
will be pleafed with this fcrutiny: it will do him honour, 
and confirm him in his Ration. In cafe of a lefs worthy 
Gaoler, the examination is more heedful, in order to his 
being reprimanded j and, if he be incorrigible, to his being 
difcharged. This Honourable Delegate fhould have no fa- 
lary: he fhould engage from the noble motive of doing 
juflice to prifoners, and fervice to his country. 

I have often inquired of Gaolers whether the Sheriffs, 
Juftices, or Town-Magiftrates infpedted their Gaols. Many 
of the oldcft have anfwered, “ None of thofe Gentlemen 
“ ever looked into the dungeons, or even the wards o£ my 
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“ Gaol.” Others have /aid, Thofe Gentlemen think 
** that if they came into my Gaol, they /hould foon be in 
t( their graves.” Others, €< The Juftices think the infide 
of my ffoufe too clofe for them j t*hey fatisfy themfelves. 
“ with viewing the outfide.” Now if Magiftrates continue 
thus negligent of their duty, a general thorough reformation 
of our Pri/bns muft be de/paired of: whate has been already 
obtained will foon be loft, and all will fink again into,the 
former dreadful condition * 


BRIDE WELLS. 


I F our Bridewells be not more properly conduced, fend¬ 
ing prifoners from them to County-Gaols will defeat all 
the care of the moft attentive Gaolers, and the whole inten¬ 
tion of the Aft for preferving the health of prifoners j and 
difeharged offenders will fpread difeafe and vice where-ever 


* The author of Telemacbus elegantly remarks, ** The profperous turn away 
“ their eyes from the mifcrable, not through infcnfibility, but becaufe the fight is 
“ an interruption of their gaiety.” 


they 
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they go; and in/lead of being amended, become an aggra¬ 
vated evil to fociety. 

It is a Blocking‘thing to deflroy in prifon*fhe morals^ 
the health, and (as is often d*one) the lives of thofe whom 
the law configns only to hard labour and corre&ton. One is 
charged with baftardy: another is abqfive in * a drunken 
quarrel: a young creature, who perhaps was never taught 
a moral lefion, is guilty of fome petty theft: fend then^ to 
Bridewell for a year, or two, which they mull confume in 
idlenefs, hunger, dirt, with companions much improved 
by fuch education — If that prifon be not fecure, fend them 
into Bill worfe company, that ofi abandoned felons in the 
County-Gaol—What is this but devoting them to de- 
Brublion ? 

Every tounty and town that has a Bridewell fliould be 
careful to fee, firfl of all, that it be fuitable to the purpofe. 
In many places the County-Gaol is alfo a Bridewell. But 
this prifon ought to be quite feparate from the Gaol; at 
IcaB not within the fame walls : nor fhould «ven the court¬ 
yard be common to both. The building muB b'e propor¬ 
tioned to the general number of delinquents. None of the 
rooms* for confinement fliould be lower than the ground- 
floor: rather a Bory above it. Each work-room fliould have 
a thorough-fare for air: but the oppofite windows need not 
be equal j the back windows half the lize of thofe in .front, 

and 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 

and fix feet from the floor. Few or none of the windows 
Ihould have glafs ; only /butters; and thefe fliould be open 
feveral. hours in the day. In the court-yard (for fuch is 
tieceJlary in ‘every prifon *) there fhoul'd be a pump, or 
forne other provifion for water in plenty. And prifoners 
Ihould be permitted to walk about, when they have done 
working. 

For in work they ought, moft certainly, to be employed. 
This is indifpenfibly requifite. Not one who is not fick 
ihould be idle. Wh^re the prifoners are numerous, 
there ihould be feveral work-rooms j and but few pri¬ 
foners in one room. Tl^ofe who work by compulfion are 
more likely to be feduced to idlenefs in large compa¬ 
nies, than when they are more by themfelves. The 
Keeper ihould be a mailer of fome manufacture -f - } a man 

. of 

• By an Aft 7th James I. Cap. IV. it is required that there be in every county 
“ One or more fit and convenient Houfe or Houfes of Correftion, with convenient 

“ Backfide thereunto adjoining-Every Juftice of Peace within every county-— 

“ where fuch Houfe and Backfide lhali not be erefted or provided,” (within about 
two years) “ (hall foffeit for his faid negleft, five pounds of lawful Englifh money 
one moiety t<? the informer, the other towards erefting, building, &c. the faid 
Houfe and Backfide. 

And an Aft made in Ireland the 10th and nth of Charles I. requires tile fame, 
under the like penalty for negleft. 

+ The Afts cited in the preceding note require that Houfes of Correftion have 
“ Mills, Turns, Cards, and fuch-like neceflary implements, to let rogues or other 
“ idle p?rfons on work.” And the Aft 47th George II. quoted in a former note^ 

requires 
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of a&ivity *, prudence, and temper. And he fhould 
keep his prifoners at work ten hours a day j meal-times 
included. 

For women , e/pechlly tfiofe that have children with 
them , and fometimes at the bread:, there Should be a chim¬ 
ney in one or tyvo rooms : and in winter firing /hould be 
allowed. I have known infants ftarved to death for want of 
this. In fome prifons the fmoke has*no vent but at thedqors 
and windows. In fome Bridewells there fliould be a feparate 
dittle room or two for faulty apprentices, as at 'Tothil{fields, 
and Clerkenwell. In all, two airy wards for the lick, with me¬ 
dical relief. Men and women fiioald have work-lhops, as 
well as night-rooms, feparate-f-*. There fhould be baths, and an 
oven, for the fame purpofes as in the Gaols. In fome Coun¬ 
ty-Bridewells there arc from twenty to thirty prifoners, and 

requires that the Jufticcs at their Quarter Sdfions “ take effedlual care that the 
“ Houfes of Corredlion-—be duly fitted up, furnifhed, and lupplied with fufiicient 
“ implements, materials, and furniture, for keeping, relieving, fetting to work, 

“ employing, and correcting all idle and diforderly perfons, rogues, vagabonds, &c.” 

• 

* It was remarked*that a Gaoler Ihould not be an old or infirm perform; the fame 
caution is requifite with regard to the Keeper of a Bridewell ; fince fuch an one would 
neither be able to keep the. prifoners properly at work, nor to prevent their making 
their efcape at the time of locking up, as I knew to happen at Preilon in Lancafhire, 
and other places. 

f In all Prifons, it would be an excellent improvement to have little crib bedfteads 
fdr each perfon to lie upon feparately. Thefc have been introduced at the county 
Gadl of Suffolk, to my account of which I refer for a more particular defeription of 
them. 

in 
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in Tothillfields.and Clerkenwell many more. Great care 

ihould be taken to prevent infection ; to keep the Houfe 

clean, and well aired; and invariably to adhere to tin ft rules 

of fobriety»and diligence, in order to correft the faults of • 

prifoners, and make them for the future ufeful to fociety. 

Gentle difcipline is commonly more efficacious than feve - 

rity ; which fhould not be exercifed but o!> i*uch as will not 

be amended by lenity. Thefe fhould be punifhed by fqli- 

* 

tary confinement on bread and water, for a time propor¬ 
tioned to their fault. The Keeper fhould, by all means, 
refide in the Houfe. fie fhould not be fuffered to farm any 
part of the allowance; nor to fell liquor, or any thing elfe. 
The whole management ' fhould be frequently inquired into, 
in the fame manner as that of a Gaol, and by the fame 
Infpe&ors. 

I know not any reafon why a Houfe of Corrc&ion may 

not be conducted with as much regularity, as any other 

houfe where the family is equally numerous. Some foreign 

Bridewells are fo conducted. Let the fober and diligent be 

diftinguifhed ’by fome preference in their diet, or lodging ; 

or by fhortening the term of their confinement j and giving 

them, when difcharged, a good character. This lafl will 

« 

be a ftrong incitement to good behaviour. The common 
diet fhould be at leafi as good and as much as that of felons 
in a Gaol. The hours of riling, of reading a chapter in 

the 
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the bible, or prayers, of meals, of work, &<;. fhould all be 
fixed by the magiftrates, and notice of them given by a bell. 

A Bridewell under proper regulation would'contribute 
not a little towards its own maintenance. An exad account 
fhould be kept of the profit of the work s and all of it ap¬ 
plied to common benefit; not left to the difpofaVof Keep¬ 
ers : for fome of ^hem in the few Bridewells where work is 
done, keep to themfelves a fixth part,* fome half and foijie 
the whole of the prifoners earnings ; giving them only the 
fhort county-allowance, and fometiiftes but part of that. 
When I faid all the earnings fhould go to common Rock, I 
meant it of the Rated hours for working. Thofe who will 
employ themfelves in extra-hours, fhould have the profit to 
themfelves. And perhaps it might be an encouragement to 
diligence in the Rated hours, to give them fome fmall por¬ 
tion of the profit of thefe alfo. With regular oeconomy, 
Prifoners would be better nourished, and fitter for labour, 
than they now are ; and yet the county not burthened with 
much, if any, additional expence. But a building fit for 
the intention ought firft to be provided. 

The charge of this, as well as of a proper Gaol, will no 
doubt, be complained of. But if that be weighed againft 
the benefit that will accrue to the public, it will be found 
but light. Befides that ought not to be allowed as a valid 

L objection. 
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objection, the pccafion of which ihould have been removed 
long ago. Why have fome Prifons been {offered to become 
ruinous; fo that many rooms in them are unfafe, and pri-, 

' foners are # crowded together in the few that remain ? Why t 
were not the walls of the yarcfs repaired in time, that pri fon¬ 
ers might with fafety be allowed the proper ufe of them ? 
Money, tt> the aipount of thoufands is pot witheld when 
Shire-halls and Town-halls are wanted* Thefe we often fee 
gt-and and elegant Edi'hces. Why fhould it be fpared when 
the morals and lives of multitudes are at flake; and when it 
is irapoflible the defigii of the Legiflature fhould be anfwered 
without it ? I mean amending the manners of Petty Offen¬ 
ders ; preventing the increafe of felonies, and the fpread of 
difeafes. That the two latter, inflead of being prevented, are 
promoted by the prefent irregularity of Bridewells, is noto¬ 
rious *. Prefcription founded on culpable negligence 
fhould not be admitted in bar of a demand, which every 
principle of equity* humanity, and utility confpires to 
enforce, 

I HAVE crnly farther to add under this head - , that the 


“ The Marquis Beccaria clofcs his 30th chapter with this maxim. “ The punifli- 
“ meat of a crime cannot be juft, (that is neceflary) if the Laws have not endeavour- 
“ cd to prevent that crime by the beft means which, times, and circumftances would, 
allow.” 


management 
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management of Bridewells is now a matter of more 
than ordinary concern, ii nee offenders are at prefent 
» committed to them tor terms fo long as from three to ten 
.years. Moft of thefe perfons would probabl/have been• 
fentenced to transportation when that mode of punifliment 
was in ufe. 

I had taken lome pains to make inquiries concerning the 
Rate of tranfports , with regard to whom many cruelties ^nd 
impofitions were commonly praftifed, and whofe condition 
was in many refpefts equally contrary to humanity and good 
policy : I flattered myfelf that I had difeovered means of 
remedying thefe evils in a conflderable degree, and of dif- 
burthening the counties of a heavy expence with which 
they were charged; and was preparing to lay them before 
the Public, when a new turn was given to the matter by 
Aft of Parliament *. 


* 16th of George III. Cap. XLIII. An Aft to authorife, for a limited Time, 
the Punilhment by hard Labour of Offenders who, for certain Crimes, are or ftiaH 
become liable to be tranfported to any of his Majefty’s Colonies and Plantations. 

I went one Sunday in Oftober laft to fee the Men-Convifts on board the Juftitia 
near Woolwich. I wilhed to have found them more healthy j and their provifion 
good of the fort; and to have joined with them in divine fervice. But as the feheme 
it new, and temporary, I am not willing to complain. 
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Since this has taken place, I fupprefs what I had writ¬ 
ten ; and fliall only give, at the end of my book , a lift of 
the numbers delivered from Newgate for tranfportation in • 
•the courfe of three years. This will fhew, in a very alarm-. 
ing light, the danger there may be in future of crowding 
our prifons, fo as to produce the moil deftruCtive confe- 
quences. 


% 

I CANNOT conclude this Section without attempting to 
obviate fbme objections' 1 that may occur to the improvements 
propofed in it. It may be faid, that from the many conve¬ 
niences fuggcfted in the Ttru6ture of Gaols, and the removal 
of thofe hardfhips which rendered them fo terrible, the 
dread of being confined in them will in “great meafure be 
taken off, and the lower claffes of people will find them 
more comfortable places of refidence than their own houfes. 
But let it be confidered, in the firft place, that al¬ 
though I have indeed recommended fuch attentions in the 
conftrudtion and management as may free them from the 
dife.afes and hardjhips under which they have laboured, I have 
propofed nothing to give them an air of elegance , or pleafant - 
nefs. On the contrary, I have cenfured the plan of ■ fome 
modern Gaols as too ihewy and fplendid j and nothing a- 
broad ftruck me more with regard to thefe buildings, than 
the perfeCt plainnejs and Jimplicity of their appearance. Then, 
witJrrefpeCt to the more humane treatment of the prifoneVs 


m 
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in the articles of food, lodging, and the like, I venture to 
afiert, that if to it be joined fuch ftridt regulations in pre- 
• venting all difiipationand riotous amufement, as I have in- 
, culcated, confinement in a prifon, though it ni^y ceafe to* 
be deftruftive to health and morals, will not fail to be fuf- 
ficiently irkfome and difagreeable, efpecially to the idle and 
profligate. 


SECTION 



S E C. T I O N 

r 


IV. 


AN AC CO UNT OF FOREIGN 

PRISONS. 


I DESIGNED to publith the Account of our Prifons 
in the Spring 1775, after I returned from Scotland, 
and Ireland. But conjecturing that fomething ufeful 
to my purpofe, might be collected abroad, I laid aflde my 
papers, and travelled into France, Flanders, Holland, and 
Germany. I flattered myfelf that my labour was not quite 
fruitlefs : and repeated my vilit to thefe countries, and alfo 
to Switzerland, lafl: fummer. 

ft 

I shall not give an account of every foreign prifon I 
faw, whether it had any thing peculiar or not : this would 
be tedious and uninftruCfcive. Nor do I mention the'frauds 
which I obferved, or from the evafive anfwers of Keepers, 
had reafon to fufpeCt. The redrefs and inveftigation of fo¬ 
reign # abufes was not my object. 


In 
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FRANCE. 


In my relation I fliall follow the order of my laft 
journey, and begin with 


R A N C E. 


I N or near Paris are the Concicrgerie, Grand and Petit 
Chatelet, Fort L'Evdque, the Bicdtre ; and fome others. 

My firft queftion at each prifon commonly was, “ Whe¬ 
ther the Gaoler or Keeper refided i» the Houfe ?. ” and the 
anfwer was always in the affirmative. 

Most Prifons in the city have three or four gates ; from 
4 to 4! feet high ■, feparated from each other by a little area 
or court. Within the inner gate is, in fome prifons, a 
Turnjlile. The number and lownefs of the gates (at each 
of which you muft ftoop) and the turnfliles, effectually 
prevent the prifoners ruffiing out. 

> 

\ 

In molt of the prifons there are five or fix 'Turnkeys j viz 1 , 
two or’ three at the gates: one walking in the yard, to pre¬ 
vent conferring and plotting (a circumftance to- which 
French Gaolers are very attentive) : one at the womens 
w„ard : and every day one of them is abroad, or other wile 

at 
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at leifure. This liberty they have in rotation. They are 
flriCtly prohibited, under fevere penalties, from receiving 
any thing of the prifoners, directly or indirectly, on any 
^pretence whatever. The Gaoler is obliged to board them ; 
and to pay each of them at leaft one hundred livres a year. 
It mull be paid quarterly, in prefence of the Deputy of the 
Attorney-General., 

I was furprized at feeing that none of the prifoners were 
in Irons. No Gaoler (I was informed) may put them on a 
prifoner, without an exprefs order from the Judge. And 
yet in fome of the Prifons, there were more criminals than 
in any of our London Gaols. When I was firft there, the 
number had been recently increafed by an infurreCtion on 
account of the fcarcity of corn. My Reader will perhaps 
prefently fee reafon to conclude, that the manner in which 
Prifons are conduced makes the confinement ‘more toler- 
rable, and chains lefs needful. Indeed it was evident, from 
the very appearance of the prifoners in moft of the Gaols, 
that humane, attention was paid to them. 

Mo S i* of the courts are paved , and they are washed three 
or four times a day. One would hardly believe how this 
frefhens the air in the upper rooms. I felt this very fenfibly 
once and again when I was in the chambers : and an English¬ 
man, who had the misfortune to be a prifoner, made the fame 
remark. But I feldom or ever found in any French Prifon that 

. offenfive 
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ofFenfive fmell which I had often perceived in Englifh 
Gaols. I fometimes thought thefe courts were the cleaned: 
places in Paris. One circumftance that contributes to it, 
befides the number of Turnkeys, is, that moft of them arer 
near the river. 

Prisoners, e»fpecially criminals, attend MaA every day, 
and the Gaoler or a Turnkey with them : but fuch of them 
as are Proteftants are excufed. No* perfon is admitted into 
any Prifon during the time of Divine Service. 

As condemned criminals generally throw off all referve, 
and by relating their various adventures and fuccefs prove 
pernicious tutors to young and lefs pradtifed offenders j care 
is taken to prevent this mifchief, by fending thofe who are 
fentenced to the Gallies, to a feparate Prifon at the Port 
de St. Bernard: where they are kept till there is a proper 
number of them to be carried off. Some continue there 
many months but their term commences two days after 
fentence. I heard that about two hundred were fent from 
that Prifon to MarJ'cilles and 'Toulon, a week or two before 
I was there. 

To prevent the frequent confequences of defperation, no 
one condemned to death by the inferior court, is without 
hopes of life, till the Parliament, to which he commonly 
appeals, confirms or reverfes the fentence: and they /lever 

M make 
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make known their decilion, till the morning of the day on 
which a prifoner is to fuffer. Then they publifh a confir¬ 
mation of the former fentence ; and it is fold in the ftreets. 

The chambers are opened at leven in the morning from 

November id to Eafter; at fix from Eafter to November : 

and /hut in’the eveping at fix from November i/l to Eafler; 

at feven from Eafter to November. But debtors have an 

« 

hour more at night. 'This they commonly fpend in the 
court; as they do not choofe to be there in the day-time, 
among felons. Comm&n-fide prifoners are obliged to come 
out of their night-rooms at the fore-mentioned morning- 
hours. Experience having fhewn, that idlenefs and lying ill 
bed, are productive of the' Scurvy and other diftempers. 
Women are kept quite feparate from men. • Where there is 
but one court-yard, as in the Conciergerie , they have the 
ufe of it from twelve till two; and the men are ftiut up. I 
happened to be in that prifon at thofe hours. The court is 
fifty-five yards by thirty-eight; and has a fine piazza on 
three fides; on one fide the piazza is double. This was 
the largcft prifon in the city before the fire in January 1776: 
but the Grand Chdtelet is now larger, and has more prifon¬ 
ers; viz. 371. In this prifon (the Conciergerie) and the 
P etit Chatelety I obferved the Infirmaries were the upper- 
moft rooms : the beft fituation, as one of the Gaolers ob¬ 
ferved, “ both for air, and to prevent the fpreading of any 

infectious 
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infe&ious diftemper.” Men and women had feparate iick 
wards. 

Taking Garnljh , or footing, is ( ftri<ftly prohibited. If 
prifonere demand of a new comer any thing of that fort, on 
whatever pretence; if in order to obtain it they diftrefs 
him by hiding his cloaths. See. they.are ihift up for a 
fortnight in a dark dungeon, and fuffer other puniihment. 
They are obnoxious to the fame chaftifement for hiding ^one 
another’s cloaths, or being otherwife injurious. 

The daily allowance to criminals is a pound and half 
of good bread, and fome ioup. The foup is not made, 
nor is any other provifion drafted, in the prifons. They 
have clean linen* once a week, from a Society, which was 
inftituted about the year 1753. The occafion of it was the 
prevalence * of a contagious difeafe which in France they 
call Le Scorbut , the Scurvy. This diftemper was found to 
proceed from the prifons j and to fpread in the Hotel Dieit, 
whither prifoners that had it were removed. The caufe of 
it was generally thought to be Want jof Cleanlittefs in Prifons; 
where feveral of thofe confined had worn their linen for 
many months, and inferred the moft healthy new-comers 
that were put in the room with them. Eight hundred 
were ill of it at once in the Hofpital of St. Louis , to which 
all that were iick of it in the Hotel Lieu had been carried. 
By the Abbe Breton’s exerting himfelf on this occalfon, a 
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fund was railed, to fttpport Prifoners in the Grand Cbdtelei 

with clean linen every week. This put an effectual Hop to 
the malady in that Prifon. Numbers afterwards joined the 
Society: tlje king and queen honoured it with their con - . 
tributions : and the charity extended to three other Prifons } 
fo that at laft feven hundred prifoners were provided for in 
the fame manner, &nd a flock of linen requifitc for that 
purpofe, viz. five thoufand fliirts, was completed. The 
elder prifoners have charge of the linen that is in the Pri¬ 
fon ; they receive and return it, and are gratified by the 
Society j which continues to the prefent time *. Bclides 
this, there is fcarce a Prifon in the city that has not a Pa- 
tronefs -f~ a Lady of character, who voluntarily takes care 
that thofe in the infirmaries be properly attended ; gives 
them firing j fupplies them and the felons in dungeons with 
linen ; does many kind offices to the prifoners in general ; 
and by foliciting the charity of others, procures not only 
the relief and comforts mentioned already, but foup twice 
a week, and meat once a fortnight. 

There is al(p annually at each Prifon fomewhat like our 
Charity Sermons; i. e. Public Service in the Chapel, and a 
Colle&ion. 


• For a farther account of this molt ufefnl inftitution, fee Code de la Police. 
Paris, 1767. Tom. I, p. 510, &c. 

f Tre/oricres ou Dams de thorite . 

Those 
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Those who fleep on ftraw, pay the Gaoleyr no.fee at en¬ 
trance, or difchargej but they pay one fou or. halfpenny a 
• day } and have clean draw once a month : thofe in the dun- 
.geons , once a fortnight. Thefe are feldom let put; never’ 
in the yard. 

The Chambe»-Rents are all regulated. Thofe who 
fleep on beds pay ten fous entrance, and the fame when 
difcharged. If they lie alone, they pay five fous a day % if 
two in a bed, three fous each. The Gaoler finds them 
clean fheets in fummer once in thlee weeks; in winter 
once a month. Thofe who board with him, and have a 
bed, not a room to themfelves, piy a fum not exceeding 
three livres a day (2s. yd. t) : but nothing at entrance or 
difcharge. Such hoarders as have a chamber to themfelves 
and firing, pay twenty fous a week more : if no fire-place 
fifteen fous.* Both thefe forts have clean fheets in fummer 
once a fortnight ; in winter, in three weeks. The Gaoler’s 
fervants attend them. There are alfo half-boarders ; and 
fome who have an entire chamber, but no board*. 

All the Regulations are read in the Chapel to Prifoners, 
the firfl Sunday of every month, by the Chaplain ; and they 

hang 

• I h a d the curiofity to procure Lifts of thefe different forts of Prifoners in the 
fundry Prifons. One of them I will here tranferibe as a fpecimen j viz. In the 
Cohciergerie there were, June ill, 1776, 

On 
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hang up in the.Prifon for common infpe&ion. If &ny Pri- 
foner tears, or otherwife damages them, he fuffers corpo¬ 
ral punifhment: if a Regiiler or Gaoler does fo, he is fined * 
twenty livres: if a Turnkey, he is difcharged. 

The difcipline obferved is fo exadt, that at the late fire 
in the Cohciergerk, the numerous pri Toilers (as I was in¬ 
formed) were removed without any confufion, or a fingle 
efcape. There are good rules for preferving peace; for 
fupprefling profanenefs ; for prohibiting Gaolers or Turn- 
keys abufing prifoners*' by beating them or otherwife * 
forbidding their furnifhing them with wine or fpirituous 


On Straw, 

Men, 

- 99 


Women, 

22 

In the Infirmary, 

Men, 

13 


Women, 

*4 

In the Dungeons, 

Men, 

*5 

Boarders and Half-Boarders, 

>3 

Such as boarded themfelves. 

16 



202 

Boards'** pay in this Prifon 45 

livres a month; 

Half-Boarders 

thofe who board themfelves 7^. livres. 

There were fix Turnkeys. 


• Monsieur. Guy du Rouffeauddt la Combe, in his Traite des Matures Criminelles, 
Paris, 1769, quarto, 6th edition, cites at page 339, an Arret of Parliament in 
the lalt century, that condemned a Gaoler to be hanged, becaufc he let a prifoner 
periih'for want of food. . 
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liquors, fo as to eaufe excefs, drunkennefs, &c. Keepers 
are puniflied for this when known to the Ma.giftra.tcs, by a 

fine for the £rft offence ; and for the fecond by ftripes. 

0 

They are allowed to fell iome things to their prifoners : 
but the quality, quantity and price muft be fuch as the or-* 
dinances of polico define and require. 

Gaolers and Turnkeys are obliged to vifit once a day 
at leaft, all the dungeons. I was forry to find the humanity 
which is fo confpicuous in the ’foibmentioned, and other 
excellent rules, fo deficient as to continue the ufe of thofe 
fubterraneous abodes which are tcJtally dark , and beyond 
imagination horrid and dreadful. Poor creatures are con¬ 
fined in them night and day for weeks, for months toge¬ 
ther. They vifit thefe, I fay, daily : and if they find any 
prifoners fick, they muft acquaint the Phyfician and Surgeon j 
who vifit them; and if needful, order them to more 
wholefome rooms till they recover. 

Keepers are not tempted by paying for their places, to 
opprefs their prifoners : to remove all pretext for fo doing , 
rent^ which they formerly paid to the Crown are remitted $ 
and the leafes given up.. 

As for debtors, their number is fmall. Of the 202 
Prifoners in the Conciergerie, but fix were Debtors. • In 

fome 
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Come other Prifons there were a few more. This perhaps is 
owing to the following good laws. Every Bailiff who arrefls 
and iinprifons a Debtor, muR pay to the Gaoler in advance ' 
*a month’s, aliment or m fubfiRence, i. c. ten livres ten fous, , 
equal to nine /hillings Engllih (provifions being at Paris 
cheaper in general than at London) : and if the like fum be 
not paid within fourteen days after the end of every month, 
the prifoner is fet at liberty. Befides this, the Debtor pays 
no cofts of arrefts, &c.' The whole of them falls on the 
Creditor: and fo do all expences occafioned by his ficknefs, 
or death. * 

As the beR Regulations are liable to be abufed, prifoners 
are not thought fufficiently provided for by enabling good 
Laws : the execution of them is carefully attended to. The 
Subftitutes of the Attorney-General vifit the Prifons once a 
week, to inquire if the rules be obferved ; to heat complaints 
of prifoners to fee if the fick be properly attendedand the 
like. —Befides this, the Parliament of Paris fends to all the 
Prifons five times a year two or three Counfellors with a 
Subjlitute of W?e Attorney-General, and two Clerks. They 
go at Cbrijlmas , Eajler , Whitfuntide , one day before \$th 
Augujl, Simon and Jude. There -is in each Prifbn (^s in 
other Foreign Gaols) a room for their reception called the 
Council-Chamber . It is occupied at other times by the 
Head-Gaoler. 


The 
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The arrival of this deputation is announced by boys, 
who, though offenders, are allowed to do little errands in 
•the Prifon : thefe go" round the yard and into every room, 
t giving notice of it *aloud. The Deputies go, without the ’ 
Gaoler or Turnkeys, into every room and dungeon, and 

1. They afk the prifoners one by one,, if they have any 
complaint to make of the Gaoler or his fervants. But they 
never meddle with thofe who are confined by an order from 
the king. 

2. They receive the petitions of criminals who have 
been detained too long without trial.* 

3. In cafe of debts not exceeding two thoufand livres 
(about ninety pounds) if the debtor can raife. a third part of 
his debt, and no more, they receive it for the creditors. 
How they clear him of the remaining two thirds, I will 
fhew prefently. They take notes of thefe matters in the 
Prifon : and give an account of all to the Parliament, at 
their general public meeting a day or two aftei> 

In behalf of criminals who have not been tried, the Par* 
liamenfcommonly orders the Attorney-General to write in 
their name to the inferior Judges, inquiring into the caufes 
of delay, or ordering expedition. If a prifoner be acquit¬ 
ted, he is difcharged within twenty-four hours. 

N ‘ 
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The Laws of France do not in ordinary cafes admit a 
Debtor to bail without the confent of his- Creditor. But in 
the cafe mentioned above, the Parliament obliges creditors • 
‘to accept qt bail for the remainder of debts under two thou- , 
fand livres. And even this 'bail leems a matter of mere 
form; for they fometimes take for bail men that are in- 
folvent. I believe, there is no Handing law for this •, and 
that it is rather an immemorial cuftom: becaufe the Par¬ 
liament ena&s a particular law for each cafe as it occurs. 

In France there are no infolvent ACts. 

t 

The Deputies hear no complaints of the Gaoler againft 
his prifoners. When he has any to make, he applies to 
the Chief Jufiice , by whofe order the prifoner was com¬ 
mitted. If he was imprifoned by an order from the king, 
he applies to the Lieutenant-General of the Police j if with¬ 
out fuch an order, to the Lieutenant-Criminal, &c. 

Besides the Deputation now mentioned, the Parliament 
appoints to each Prifon one of their own body, a Counfeller. 
They always ^hoofe a Gentleman of fortune and good cha¬ 
racter : "he is called Commifjaire de la PriJ'on. His bufinefs 
is much like that of the Deputation ; and his office perpe¬ 
tual. By frequent difcourfe with prifoners I learned, that 
thefe officers are very humane to the diHrefled. They can 
(as the Parliament) oblige creditors to accept one third part 
- of 
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of debts under two thoufand livres: but they u/e this power 
with much caution. 

THE .Bicetre' is upon a fmall eminence'about two* Bicetrb. 

» J # t 

miles from Paris-, if it were’only a prifon, I fhould call it 
an enormous one. But this for men, like the Hopital gene¬ 
ra/ for women, js indeed a kind of general Hofpital. Of 
about four thoufand men that are within its walls, not one 
half are prifoners. The majority are*; The Poor, who wear 
a coarfe brown uniform, and feem as miferable as the poor 
in fome of our country work-houfes.: the Infane: and men 
that have the venereal difeafe. Each fort is in a court and 
apartments- totally feparate from the other, and from Cri¬ 
minals. Thefe are confined, fome in little rooms about 
eight feet fquare,. window 34 by 2, with a grate, but not 
many glazed. By counting the windows on one fide of the 
Houfe, I reckoned there muft be five hundred of thofe 
rooms : there is but one prifoner in each. Thefe pay two 
hundred livres a year for their board. There are others in 
two large rooms called La Force, on the other fide of the 
court-yard La Cour Royale, which are crowded with pr-i- 
foners. Over thefe two rooms is a general Infirmary: and 
over that, an Infirmary for the Scurvy; a difiemper very 
common and fatal among them. 

In the middle of La Cour Royale are eight dreadful dun¬ 
geons down fixteen fteps: each about thirteen feet by nine: 

N 2* with 
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with two ftrong doors; three chains faftened to the wall; 
and a ftone funnel at one corner of each cell, for air. From 
the fituation of thefe dreary cavernS, and the difficulty I, 
found in procuring admittance, I conclude hardly any other < 
ft ranger ever faw them : that’is my reafon, and I hope will 
be an apology, for mentioning the particulars. 

Prisoners make ftraw-boxes, tooth-picks, &c. and fell 
them to vifitatts. I viewed the men with fome attention j 
and obferved in the looks of many a fettled melancholy : 
many others looked v.ery fickly. This Prifon feems not fo 
well managed as thofe in the city: it is very dirty : no fire¬ 
place in any of the roojns : and in the fevere cold laft win¬ 
ter, feveral hundreds perifhed. 

•• 

Water in plenty was thought of fuch importance here, 
that they have a ftone well which is a curiofity. It was 
built in 1735 j is fifteen feet diameter, and near feventy 
yards deep. The two Buckets hold each about three 
hogfheads: they are drawn up by horfes, and empty them- 
felves into a Refervoir, fixty-four feet fquare, and nine deep. 
A bucket is (Jrawn up in five minutes. They work fixteen 
boors every day, not excepting Sundays ; and draw daily 
about five hundred hogfheads. Three horfes w<*rk at a 
time, and twelve are kept for the fervice. 

THE Hopital general, near the city, is for women 

and 


toPITAt 
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and girls. The latter are employed on the fineft embroidery. 
Numbers of poor; and a fifterhood of religious. Many 
criminals, quite feparate from the others, and not feen by 
.ftrangers. The Houfe was cleaner, and feemed "better con- * 
dudted than the Bicetre upon the fame foundation. 

THE B as til*: may occur to fome of. my readers, as an 

objeft concerning which fome information would be ac* 

* 

ceptable. All that I can give them is, that I knocked hard 
at the outer gate, and immediately went forward through 
the guard to the draw-bridge before the entrance of the 
CaiHe. I was fome time viewing this building, which is 
round, and furrounded by a large moat. None of the win- 
dows look outwards, but only towards a frnall area; and if 
the ftate prifoners are ever permitted to take the frefh air, it 
muft be on the leads, which have high parapets. But 
whilft I was‘contemplating this gloomy manfion, an officer 
came out of the Caftle much furprized j and I was forced to 
retreat through the mute guard, and thus regained that 
freedom, which for one locked up within thofe walls it is 
next to impoffible to obtain. 

MANY of my readers, acquainted with the itridt police 
of France, would have fuppofed that the other Prifons 
would have been as inacceffible to x vilitant as the Bajiile . 
And indeed my firft application for admittance at the Grand 
Chatekt was unfuccefsful. But fortunately remarking the 

tenth 


Bastiie. 



5.0VINCES. 


FOREIGN PRISONS. 

tenth Article* of the Arret 1717, I pleaded it before the 
CommijJ'aire de la Prifon to whom I was referred, and by its 
means gained admifiion as well into that Prifon, as thofe of. 
Petit Chatelet and Fort I'Eveque , and ha‘d an opportunity of 
feeing almoft every individuar confined in them. 

IN the provincial gaols I faw ljttle worth noting 
to imitate or avoid, but what has been already mentioned at 
Paris. Thefe alfo have charitable PatronelTes, or Patrons, 
wfio take eare that the prifoners be not defrauded of their 
allowance; and procure them farther relief. But thefe 
Prifons do not feem to be fo carefully infpedecj as thofe in 
the ci,ty ; although the Ads of Parliament for regulation of 
both are for the moll part fimilar; and were made in the 
fame year, 1717 •f. They are drawn up, with found judg¬ 
ment, and accurate knowledge of the complex fubjed. I 
found many articles of them in the laws of other nations; 

but 


* The Article is as follows. 

•v 

Let Gegliers conduiront Us per/onnes gui wendront fairt des ebaritez dans Us lieux de la 
prifon ou tiles dejtreront Us diflribuer, ce gu'tiles pourront faire elles-mefmes fur It preau ou 
dans la cour ; mats Us aumofnes ne pourront eflre diftribuets dans Us cachots noirs gue par 
les mains du Geolier, en prefence des perfbnnes gui Us porteront. 


+ They are printed in quarto. The Aft for the City is dated 1 8th June: it 
contains thirty-nine Articles. The title is Arreft de la Cour de ParUment, portant 

Regiment 
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but cannot fay whether the French Ads .were compiled 
from them, or followed by them. 

The g2d Article of the Ad for the Provinces requires* 
that Prifons be “ au raiz de cbduffee level with the ground. 
Yet at Chalons, and fome other towns, I faw many prifoners 
in dungeons ; larger indeed, but in other reipeds'not much 
better than thofe at Paris. In the four horrid ones at the 
Pi rifon de St. Jofeph (formerly a Convent) at Lyons , June 
1776, were twenty-nine criminals: the heat lb excefiive, 
that few of them had any other garment on than merely 
their fliirts. Some of them were lick : none of them looked 
healthy. In the nine other rooms Of that Gaol there were 
one hundred and twenty-eight prifoners; of which number 
twenty-two were women. To the Pierrecize, a Hate prifon 
at Lyons, you afeend by more than two hundred fteps: 
among the few prifoners in it, I fat talking a while with 
one who faid he was in the fiftieth year of his confinement. 


Rcgkment general four Us Prifons, droits et fon ft ions des Greffiers des^coles, Geoliers e‘ 
Guicbetiers des dites Prifons: Avcc 1 c Tarif des droits attribuez aufdit r , Gee-lien. 
The Aft for the Provinces, dated ift September, has the fame title, except the 
Tarif. It contains thirty-three Articles, 

* The foundation of this was probably the firft Article upon Pirifons in the 
excellent Criminal Ordonnancc of Louis XIV. 1670, which direfts that they lhall 
be fo difpofed that the health of prifoners fliall not be incommoded. 


Lyons, 


I dwell 
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Hotel 

Dieu. 


J dwell perhaps too long on France. Yet I cannot leave it, 
without flopping a minute longer at Lyons; to give a fliort 
account of an Hofpital there. 

( 

• « 

THE Hotel Dieu is by the river’s fide (the Rhone). 
The principal building is in the form of a crofs: near three 
hundred fbet from end to end both ways. The wards 
thirty-two feet wide, and twenty-five feet high: with 
apertures between the joifts of the floor above; and two 
tier of windows: in many of them two cafements. Three 
rows of iron bedfteads vn each ward. Under a dome in the 
centre is an odtagon altar, in view from every part of the crofs. 
Prayers, which are read there twice a day, can be heard 
through the wards. This part of the Houfe is for thofe that 
have Fevers. There are other wards for Lying-in Women ; for 
the Wwinded ; for Foundlings j for the Infane : all feparate : 
and a room for chirurgical operations. The crofs-wards are 
fo airy, as not to be in the leafl offenfivc: and yet there are, in 
another part of the Houfe, two large upper rooms ftill more 
airy and pleafant, Chambres de Convalefcence: to thefe they 
remove patients that are recovering : and thofe whom I faw 
there l$id they were very refrefhing. They come down 
from them at meals to a Refe&ory or Hall. Thefe rooms 
fioon complete the patients recovery; and feem an excellent 
precaution againft the flow he&ic fever, of which our 
Hofpital-Phyficians fo frequently complain; and it is 

chiefly 
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chiefly on account of thefe that I mention the Houfe *. 
The whole was clean and quiet. There are eight Chap- 
» lains ■, nine Phyficiaris and Surgeons ; and twelve Sifters. 

. Thefe are ladies of a religious order, dreffed in* a neat uni-» 
form, who make up, as well Sis adminifter all the medicines 
prefcribed ; for .which purpofe there is an Elaboratory and 
Apothecary’s fhop, confifting of five or fix apartments, the 
neateft and moft elegantly fitted up that can be conceived. 


B EFORE the Cantons, I will mention, what is not 
indeed any part of Switzerland, the little Republic of 


N E 


HERE were only five Criminals ; none of them in irons. 
Their allowance about fix-pence a day: for which they 

have a pound of good bread, fome foup, and*half a pint of 

• 

* I was induced to take fuch particular notice of this Hofpital, from th'e recol¬ 
lection of fomething fimiiar to thefe Chambers of Cotrvetlefoence propofed by my inge¬ 
nious friend Mr. Aikin of Warrington, in his noughts on Qtfpitals. 1 had not the 
pamphlet then with me, but have fxnce turned to the paffage, and find he advifcs 
that “ all patients capable of fitting up, (hould remain through the day in large 
atry halls.” 


wine. 
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wine. They looked healthy. Here, as in the Swifs-*- 
Cantons, men and women are kept feparate. For the laft 
year or two no capital punifhment.' If a criminal flies 
'from juflice, they call him in form thVee days, and after 
trial, execute him in effigy. ‘ 

No Debtors : and there feldom are any. a A creditor muft 
allow his debtor in prifon as much as felons have from the 
public: upon failure, > the gaoler gives notice, and then 
difcharges the prifoner. Befides, there are fumptuary laws 
in this Rate. And though the government is in general 
mild, there is a fevere ’law againfl: bankrupts, and *in- 
folvents which renders incapable of all honours, and 
deprives of freedom, not only the debtor himfelf, but his 
children after him : except fuch of them as pay their quota 
of the debts *. 


TN thofe of the CANTONS to which I went. Felons 
-*■ have each & room to themfelves, ** that they may not,” 
faid the Keepers, “ tutor one another." None were in irons: 
they , are kept in rooms more or lefs ftrong and lightfome, 
according to the crimes they are charged with. But the 
Prifons are in general very ftrong. The rooms are num- 


* S$e Edits dt la Rtpullique de Geneve, 1755 . 
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bered, and the keys marked with the fame numbers. In 
moil of them a German Stove. The common allowance 
' fix-pence a day. In fome Cantons there were no prifoners 
•of this fort. The principal reafon of it is, the, great care 
that is taken to give children, even the pooreil, a moral 
and religious education. Another thing which contributes 
to the fame intSntion, is the laudable* police’of lpeedy 
jujftice. A criminal has notice of his death, not the manner 
of it, but a iliort time before he is to* fi\ffer; and he is tfyen 
indulged with his choice of food, wine, &c. Women are 
not ^hanged, but beheaded. Every hew executioner has a 
new fword; and in the Arfenal at Bern I faw feveral old 
ones hung up in order. In the Houfes of Correction many 
of the prifoners were women; whom I faw at work. 

The moft numerous prifoners are the Galley-Slaves ; im¬ 
properly fo* called, for there are no Galleys belonging to 
Switzerland. 

AT Lausanne I vifited a Prifon, in which 
there were at that time no prifoners. There were dun¬ 
geons, but on entering each of them the Keeper ob- 
ferved that we were not yet upon the ground, but there 
were cellars underneath. On convening with Dr. ’Tiffot, 
he exprefled his furprize at our Gaol-Diftemper; faid 
“ I fhould not find it in Switzerland: ” and added that 
“•he had not heard of it’s t being any where bus in 
. 0 2 England.” 


I, A U 5 A N’NF, 
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England. ” When I mentioned the late A& of Parlia¬ 
ment for preferving the health of our prifoners, he ap¬ 
proved of it highly, efpecially the claufes which require 
white-wajhing the room? and keeping them clean.—I did not • 
(as the Dodtor faid I /hould not) find the Gaol-Fever in 

Switzerland : nor did I find it any where elfe abroad *. 

* 

IN Bern, the principal Canton, there was in onePrilon (the 

Scfollenhaus) one hundred and twenty-four Galley-Slaves. 

They have not each a room to themfelves but there is fome 

diftindrion of the more'andlefs criminal, both in their rooms 

4 

and work. Moft of them are employed in cleaning the 
ftreets, and public walks •> removing the rubbi/h of build¬ 
ing ; and the fnow and ice in winter. The city is one of the 
cleaned I have feen. Four or five are chained to a fmall 
waggon and draw j others, more at liberty, Ivveep, load, &c. 
Thefe are known by an Iron Collar, with a hook projecting 
above their heads : weight abo.ut five pounds : I faw one 
riveted .on a criminal in about two minutes. They work 
in fummer from feven to eleven, and from one to fix in 
winter from** eight to eleven, and from one to four. I 

aiked 

* Sir John Pringle, Prefident of the Royal Society, in his Difcoucfc at the 
Annivcrfary Meeting, 30th November 1776, informs us at page 16, that “ The 
“ late Dr. Mounfcy, F. R. S. who had lived long in RuJJia, and had been Archiattr 
“ under two fucceffive Sovereigns——happening to be at Mofeovo when he perufed 

“ the Obfervations on the Jail-Fever -was induced to compare what he read in that 

“ Treatifc with what he /hould fee in< the feveral Prifons of that large city : but to 
“ bis furprize, after vifiting them all, and finding them full of inalefaftors (for 

a 4 
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alked them, ** Whether they would choofe ,to work lo, or 
be confined within doors ? ” “ Much rather ,” they faid, 

“ work thus” The lefs criminal are in feparate wards. 
•They work within doors, fpinning, See. in a Urge room;' 
and have not the iron collar. The Prifon is not commo¬ 
dious, nor kept clean. The daily allowance two pounds of 
bread, and twic£ a day a pint and half of foup, made of 
barley, beans, &c. they fetch it from the City-Hofpital. 
In their leifure-hours they make* trifles to fell, m^nd 
fhoes &c. and deliver them as they pafs on at work. They 
are not fuffered to praCbife Gaming of any fort. Indeed this 
is forbidden to all the common people; as playing for any 
confiderable fum is to thofe of higher rank. The Keeper 
and Turnkey are to fee that the prifoners perform their de¬ 
votions every morning and evening. The Chaplains pray 
with them and inftruCt them on Sunday and Thurl'day. 
Once a month other Clergymen fuperintend the fervice. 
No vifitant admitted on Sunday. Great care taken of the 
lick. No futling place to be kept in this Houle of Cor¬ 
rection. The Keeper is ftriCtly forbidden to fell the pri¬ 
foners wine, brandy, or other provisions ; and required en- 

» 

“ the late Emprefs then fuffered none—-to be put to death) be could difeover 
“ no feter among them, nor learn that any acute diftemper peculiar to Jails had 

“ ever been known there.-Upon his return to St. Peterjlurg he made the fame 

inquiry there, and with the fame refult.” 

I shall juft remark here that the Scorbut in the French Prilons may probably be 
a fpecies of the Gaol-Diftemper ; but I did not fee any perfons actually ill of ii while 
I was abroad j # otherwife I think I Ihould have been able to have recognized it. 

tircly 
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tircly to forego any fuch emolument. The bedding and 
cloathing are minutely defcribed, both as to quality and 
value. I have a copy of all the Orders, twenty-feven in 
'number, dated March ,14. 1741. Thefe which I have men- • 
tioned may ferve for a fpecimen. Some of the Haves are 
women: their ward is totally feparate from that of the men. 

* ( 1 

In La Prifon ordinaire fome rooms are planked all round. 
Eight of them are very clofe and ftrong. Doors of oak 
21 inches thick, plated with iron ; three hinges, a lock 
and two padlocks. In‘a clofet, were the cloaths of a per- 
fon that was murdered, kept to confront the guilty when 
apprehended: and fame' (tolen goods, to be owned. Here 
were no prifoners. A criminal who can pay is allowed to 
expend 7 batz 2 kreutzer, about a (hilling daily, for two 
meals of foup and good bread. To one that is poor, the 
Government allows half that fum. To all who are con¬ 
demned, they allow a (hilling a day for eight days before 
they fuffer. Thefe allowances are fpecified on a paper 
hung up in the Gaol. There alfo hangs up a ferious ex¬ 
hortation concerning the awful nature of an Oath and the 
forms of fundry oaths to be taken. I procured copies of 
the whole, but will tranferibe only one oath, as follows: 

r 

— “ Ma depofition, dent leBure via ete faite d prefent, je 
“ la confirm dev ant la face du Dieu tout puijjhnt, tout fa - 
** chant et vray , pour contenir la verite, ainji que je dejire 
** que Dieu me foit cn aidefur la fin de mes jours. Sans dol ui 

frauds .” 
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** fraude .”—“ My depofition, which has n<?w been read to 
“ me I confirm before the face of God omnipotent, orn- 
' “ nifcient and true, to contain the truth, as I defire that 

• I 

God may be my help at the end pf my days., Without ’ 
“ deceit or fraud.” Perjury, f was told, is very uncommon 
among them *. 


io 3 


In this city I had fome difcourfe with the celebrated 
Dr. Haller. He afcribed the ficknefs in Englilh Gaols ^to 
their being over-crowded. 


AT Solothurn the Prifon (dated in front 1756) is built Soiothurn, 
of a fort of marble from a quarry ne’ar the town. Many of 
the ftones are fix feet by two or three, and above a foot 
thick. The Gaoler faid, “ He always took off the irons 
from criminals that came to him chained hands and feet.” 

There are fifteen rooms about nine feet fquare, and eight 
feet high : with a coach roof. The partition walls are all of 
the fame fort of marble: the window is in the upper part of 


* In Scotland alfo this crime is not frequent. When I was there January 1775, 
there were no trials: but by inquiring of Gentlemen well-verfed in the bulinefs of 
their Courts, I learned that the oath and the form of adminiftering it, arc, very 
folemn. The Judge, as well as the Witnefs Handing, holding up his right hand 
&c. After a witnefs has given his evidence, it is read to him, that he may corrctt 
or explain it; and then he figns it. The whole procefs is carried on with great 
deliberation. Judges on the Circuit are obliged to ltay five nights at every town 
where they open their commiffion. Acquitted prifoners arc immediately difehar^ed. 

the 
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the wall, two .feet by fix inches: German ftoves in moil 
of the rooms. For thofe guilty of left heinous crimes , 
there are rooms not quite fo ftrong, and more lightfome. 
Allowance a pound of bread, and twice a day foup. 

The Magiftrates thought a conjlantfupply of water within 
the Prifon-walls fo needful, that although '..here is a fountain 
in the ftreet about ten yards from the Prifon-door, they 
haye placed another iri the court-yard, dated 1769. 

Basil. AT Basil the Gadl for felons is in one of towers. No 
prifoners; but many rooms ready with clean llraw and 
blankets. Each prifoher (they faid) has a room to him- 
felf, in which he is constantly Ihut up, except when con¬ 
ducted to the Council-Chamber for examination. One of 
the ftrongeft rooms by the great clock is about fix feet 
high : the (trap) door is in the flat roof: the prifoner goes 
down by a ladder, which is then taken up: his victuals are 
put in at a wicket on one fide. When I was in the room, 
and took notice of the uncommon ftrength of it, the Gaoler 
told me a prifoner had lately made his efcape from it. I 
could not devife what method he took, but heard it was 
this. He had a fpoon for foup, which he fharpened to cut 
out a piece from the timber of his room: then by practice 
he acquired the art of ftriking his door, juft when the great 
clock ftruck, to drown the noife : and in fifteen days he 
forced all the bolts, &c. But attempting to let himfelf 

. down 



Sect. IV. 


GERMANY. 


down from the vaft height by a rope whiclj he found, the 
rope failed him; and by falling he broke fo many of his 
' bones, that the Surgeons pronounced his recovery impof- 
•fible. But his bones were fet; and with proper care he did ’ 
recover, and was pardoned. 


E R M A N Y. 


T HE Germans, well aware of the neceffity of Cleanli- 
nefs in Prifcms, have very judicioufly chofen to build 
them in fituations moft conducive to it* that is, near 
Rivers : as *at Hanover, Zell, Hamburgh, Bremen, Cologne, 
Mentz and many other places. 

In the Gaols that I faw there were but few prisoners, 
except thofe called, improperly, Galley-Slaves* One caitfe 
of this, here as in Switzerland, is a fpeedy trial after com¬ 
mitment. 

The Galley-Slaves have every where a Prifon to them- 
felves. They work on the Roads, the Fortifications, Chalk- 
Hills, and other public fervice j for four, feven, ten, ,hf- 

P * teen, 
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tccn, twenty years, according to their crimes: and are 
cloathed, as well as fed, by the Government. At IVefel, 
which belongs to the king of Prujjia, there were ninety- • 
'eight of thefe flaves : they have two pounds of bread a day,, 
and the value of three halfpence Englifh every day they 
work. 

• . . 

I saw no under-ground dungeons in any of the new 
Prifons in Germany : ‘nor indeed in any new Prifon abroad. 
At Lunenburg the dungeons are difufed: and inftead of 
them are built additional rooms up flairs : one for each 
prifoner. And in moll of the Gaols each criminal is alone 
in his room j which ‘is more or lefs ftrong, lightfome, 
and airy, as the crime he is charged with is more or lefs 
atrocious. 

One often fees the doors of fundry rooms marked 
Ethiopia, India, Italy, France, England, &c. In thofe 
rooms, parents, by the authority of the Magiflrates, con¬ 
fine for a certain term diflolute children: and if they are 
inquired aftw\ the anfwer is, they are gone to Italy, 
England, See. 

I do not remember any Prifon in Germany (nor el'le where 

abroad) in which Felons have not, either from the public 

allowance, or from charities, fomewhat more to live on 

than bread and water. In fome places a perfon goes pn 

* 

market- 
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market-days with a bafket for prifoners: and I have feen 
him bring them a comfortable meal of frefh vegetables. 
* But there are feparate Prifons in which confinement for a 
.week or two on bread and water is pil the puni(hment for 
fome petty offences. Perhaps* when a condemned criminal 
is only to live a day or two, fuch diet may be more pro¬ 
per than the indulgence with which the Germans treat pri¬ 
foners, after fentence of death, which is commonly exe- 
cuted within forty-eight hours. The malefadtor has then 
his choice of food, and wine, in a commodious room, into 
which his friends are admitted j and It Minifter attends him 
during almoft all his remaining hours. 


l oy 


AT Strasburg I faw in one of the five towers three St&as- 

BURG. 

Debtors: they informed me that they were alimented by 
their creditors ; that they had two pounds of good bread a 
day, and foup equally good. I was much pleafed to find 
fo much of a liberal fpirit prevail in this city, that in the 
Hofpital there were feparate chambers for Lutherans, in 
which they were allowed the attendance of their own 
Minifters. 


AT Mentz, La Porte de Fer, which is for Felons , is Memt. 
five ftor’ies high ; two rooms on a floor; a fpacious landing- 
place in the middle, with oppolite windows, for circulation 
of air. The rooms are double-floored with oak plank, full two 
inches thick j and each room has a double door only three 

P 2 feet 
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feet nine inches high. Thefe two circumrtances contribute 
much to fecurity. On one fide the door is a imall iron 
wicket, to put in the daily allowance: which is two* 
* pounds of bread, f<?up, and (except in Lent) a little 
meat. Only one prifoner is confined in each room, who 
has a pair of blankets ; and once in a fortnight clean ftraw. 
This Gaol Rands near the Rhine, and Is not in the lead: 
effenfive. 

« 

9 

In the Houfe of Correction all was neat, and fhewed the 
attention of the Regency. On my taking notice to the 
Keeper how clean his Prifon was, he faid “ How can it 
“ be otherwile when we have fo majiy women prifoners ? 
“ Surely they may keep the Houfe clean.” Mod: of the 
flour for the city is ground at a mill in*this Prifon. The 
delinquents work at it two hours in the morning, and two 
in the afternoon. Over the door is carved a w&ggon drawn 
by two Stags, two Lions , and two wild Boars; with an in- 
feription explaining the device, which is, that if wild hearts 
can be tamed to the yoke, we Ihould not defpair of reclaim¬ 
ing irregularmaen. I faw the fame bas relief at one or two 
other Aoufes of Correction. 

There is a feparate Prifon for Debtors , near tlie Fifli- 
Market: he Port du Poiff'on. No prifoners. When there 
are any, they have daily at the creditor’s coft two pounds 
©f bread, and about four-pence Englifh. 


Every 
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Every Prifon at Mentz has in each room a German 
ftove; which, in winter, is heated two or three times a 
. day. Prifoners have 'clean linen once a week. On my ob¬ 
serving to the Brigadier of the Police who went with me,’ 

8 I 9 

how healthy his prifoners locked, he told me that “ Some* 
“ years ago, they were unhealthy ; and the Regency re- 
“ moved them from the dungeons under groand: upon 
“ which they recovered; and had been remarkably healthy 
* ever fince.” The dungeons are ncww totally difufed. 

It was hardly neceflary to inquire if the Prifons were 
infpe&ed by proper Officers. The Keepers make a report 
every day to an attentive Lieutenant of the Police : and once 
in a fortnight the Confeiller de Regence , the Secretaire and 
Confeiller des Finances vifit every Prifon; hear all com¬ 
plaints j and inquire if cloaths, or any thing neceflary be 
wanting. .None of the Keepers fell liquor; but prifoners 
may fend out for a quart of beer a day. They are not al¬ 
lowed to have any fpirituous liquors. 

I have related more particulars here, to give a fpecimen 
of the oeconomy obferved in other German Prifons , 1 moil of 
them being governed upon the fame principles; though 
not all with the fame attention. 

AT Han au near Heffe Cajjel, the Galley-Slaves (fo called) 

are diftinguiflied into Honnetes and Defjqnnetes. The 

former 


IIax.vu. 



210 


FOREIGN PRISONS. 


former are condemned for three, four, feven, nine, four- 
teen years: but the term is fometimes fhortened on account 
of good behaviour. Thefe wear a brown uniform; and a • 
* final] chain from the^ girdle to one leg.' The latter are for, 
the moll part fuch as havfe committed capital offences. 
Thefe wear a white coat with one black fleeve j and have a 
chain froul the girdle to each leg : they never work out of 

the town; and are put to the moft difagreeable fervices in 

<\ 

it. The hours of work for both forts are in fummer from 
five to eleven, and from one to fix: in winter as the wea¬ 
ther and length of days permit. Allowance, from ift of 
April to Michaelmafs, 2*- pounds of bread a day: from 
Michaelinafs to April,‘two pounds: and each man about 
two-pence Englifh a day.' From a charity they have half a 
florin (about twelve-pence halfpenny) .a month. They 
are conftantly vifited by a Deputy from the Regency, who 
makes his report to the Colonel every morning: and the 
Colonel conveys it to the young Prince, when he refides at 
Hanau. Of his kindnefs to them, the prifoners feemed 
duly fenfible j and they fpoke with grateful refped of the 
attention fhe^ed them by the amiable Princefs his deceafed 
mother,* whofe memory will be long revered in that 
country. 

I asked one and another of the Honnetes who were at 
work on the road, “ Whether they liked to be thus em- 
“ ployed, or .would rather choofe to be confined in idlp- 

“ nefs r 
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“ nefs ? ” They readily anfwered, “ Much, rather be thus 
abroad at work.” On Saturday afternoon, theie fweep the 
.bridges, the entrances to the town &c. They have a Guard 
of four Soldiers (bayonets fixed), a Subaltern’,, and the 
Keeper. This is the guard. Be the number of flaves more 
or lefs : when I faw them they were from ten to twelve. 

At fix in the evening, in fummer-time, they bring all 
-tlieir tools into a room in the Prifon j and go to their 
chambers: the DeJJjonnetes on the ground floor; the Hon- 
netes above. But in this Prifon there*is not a feparate room 
for each man; as in thofe to which they were at firfl: com¬ 
mitted. Each criminal has, befides the cloaths above-men¬ 
tioned, two pair of fhoes ; two pair of ftockings; and two 
fliirts. All are obliged to attend Divine Service on Sunday. 
The men on my repeated vifits looked always healthy. 

% 

The Dejhonnetes are not doomed to defpair: but for 
good behaviour are fometimes promoted to the rank of 
Honnetes. I converfcd with one whom I found very chear- 
ful for a late advancement of that kind: in ccipfequence of 
it he was working on the road. 

There is another Prifon at Hanau , La Tour de Mar- 
gueretta: fo called from the firfl; perfon confined in it. It 
has four rooms on each of the two floors but they were 
all empty. 


AT 
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AT Cassei* there is alfo a Prifon for Galley-Slaves, 
under fimilar management, but not fo well conduced. 

t 

One circumftance ftruck me as worthy of remark. In a' 

i $ 

1 fine new Qhurch juft lpuilt, there is a gallery with two fe-. 
parate feats for the Honnetes and Dejhonnetes ; though the 
whole number, when I was there, was only feventeen. 

r 

AT Manheim Monfieur Babo, Counfellor to the Re- 
gency, very politely gave orders to Ihew me every room of 
La Maifon de Force. Prifoners committed to this Houfe 
are commonly received in form with what is called the 
Bien-Venu (Welcome). A machine is brought out in 
which are fattened their neck, hands, and feet. Then they 
are ftripped; and have, according as the Magiftrate orders— 
the Grand Venn of twenty to thirty ftripers— the Demi 
Venn of eighteen to twenty—or the Petit Vcnu of twelve 
to fifteen: after this they kifs the threshold and go 
in. Some are treated with the fame compliment at dif- 
charge. The like Ceremony is obferved at fome other 
towns in Germany. 

- , 

The'H oufe was clean. Fifty-two men, and forty-nine 

women in feveral rooms: all at work j either at their own 

* 

trades, as fhoemakers, taylors, weavers, lapidaries; or at 

one of the manufactures of the Houfe; which are- coarfe 

cloth and cards. Not one idle. They have but little time 

to j;arn any thing for themfelves: yet though they work 
* * 

entirely 
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entirely for the Houfe, their labour, I was informed, does 
not maintain it. 

The Rules and Orders are good. I have a cojjy of them * 
all. The two laft are to this'effed. nth. As it is of the 
utmoft importance in fuch Houfes as this, to obfcrve all 
poffible cleanliness; it is required of all perfonS to watch 
moft ftri&ly againft all appearance of the contrary. Who- 

iJver fees the leaft offence of that kind, fhall give immediate 

• 

notice of it to the Infpettor, upon pain of clofe confine¬ 
ment on bread and water, and the»moft rigorous chaftife- 
ment. 12th. That no one may be able to plead ignorance 
of the Rules, one copy of them fhall be given to every 
prifoner, and another hung up in his room j and they fhall 
be read publicly eyery Sunday morning after Divine Service. 
It is ordered that the difobedient be punifhed; and that 
encouragement be given to the dutiful and diligent. 

The doors are all numbered ; and the keys marked with 
the correfponding number. Allowance to moft of the Men 
two pounds of bread, foup, and a quart of good beer; aftd, 
except in Lent, half a pound of meat. Women'h ave a 
pound and half of bread: other articles as the men. .The 
fick arfe indulged with white bread, veal, &c. They have 
all of them clean linen once a week: it is wafhed by the 

women prifoners. The Keeper makes every morning a re- 

^ort 
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port to Moniieur Babo of the ftate of his Houfe as to num¬ 
bers, health, &c, 

c 

A capuchin fays Mafs in the Chapel every morning., 
A gallery for men : another for women, with a blind before 
it: another for Orphans , of whom there are fixty-four in a 
fort of Hoipital at one end of the Prifon.* Proteftants and 
Jews are ordered to their private devotions: the latter arc 
excufed from working*011 their Sabbath. 

Hanover. THE Prifon at Hanover was built about thirty years 
ago. It is lituated on the river Leyna. There are eleven 
llrong rooms, about fen feet fquare, and ten and a half 
high j with a bed of folid ilone in each, eleven inches from 
the ground, and nine inches higher at. the head. Over 
thefe are larger apartments for debtors &c. The rooms 
are warmed by Roves in winter. Criminals have a fmall 
chain : they are allowed ftraw to lie on, and two coverlids. 
When I vifited the Prifon there were feven criminals and 
one debtor. The Keeper fells no liquors, but has a falary. 
In the Council-Chamber are all the various Ed ids in 
frames.' There is a Torture-Chamber, but I with pleafure 
learned that the two cruel engines had not been ufed for 
four years. 

LUNENBURG. I found the criminals here employed on 
a different work from any I had before feen : digging Rone 

from 


Lunen.- 

SUKG. 
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from a large chalk-hill called Kalck-Bergx Others were 
preparing it for the kiln, grinding, fifting, packing &c. 

’•in the warehoufes ? The calks are about three hundred 
•weight. It is feat to Hamburgh and other difttnt places, 
as it makes an excellent cement. Many other men were 
employed but the criminals, of whom there were thirty- 
one, had a chain* of about four pounds. Their allowance 
was a pound and half of bread, and three halfpence in mo¬ 
ney : provilions much cheaper than in England. 

AT Hamburgh Felons in the Butteley were all in irons. Ham 
The common method of execution is decollation. The 
Executioner, who is Gaoler, ihewed me the fword which, 
he faid, he had made ufe of eight times. 

Among the various engines of torture, or the queftion, 
which I have feen in France and other places, the moft ex¬ 
cruciating is kept and ufed in a deep cellar of this Prifon. 

It bught to be buried ten thoufand fathom deeper *. It is 
laid the inventor was the firfi: who fuffered by it: the laft 
was a woman, not two years ago. 

Here, as at fome other towns, is a Prifon for flight 
offences. The punilhment, to be confined from a week to 
a month, and live on bread and water only. To prevent 


• Sec the Marquis Btccaria, Chap. XVI. 

. QJ 2 
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the prisoners having any thing elfe, what money they bring 
with them is taken, and fealed up* but it is returned to 
them when .discharged. 

c 

C 

In this great city, fuppofed to contain ninety thoufand 
fouls, there were but three Debtors: and in the neighbour- 

r> t 

ing town Altena, which belongs to the king of Den¬ 
mark, but. two. \ 

9 

• 

IT will perhaps be expeCted that I fliould fay fomething 
of the Houfes of Correction at the great and opulent city of 
Hamburgh. I was th*re near a week, and vifited all the 
Prifons with every advantage, through the kindnefs of my 
friend, Senator Voght. In the great Houfe of Correction, 
which is a fort of Work-houfe, and not Reckoned infamous , 
various kinds of work were carrying on ; as knitting, fpin- 
ning, weaving linen, hair, and wool, rafping logwood and 
hartfhorn. A regular book is kept of the earnings, one 
fourth of which, I was informed, was given to each, as 
they worked more or lefs. This Houfe is governed by 
.eight.Directors , 1 who mult be married men. Two of them 
vifit it every Wednefday and Saturday; on the latter day 
along with the Ladies, who deliver out the women's work, 
and have a room for the purpofe. Many hundreds are 
confined here. In the great room I faw about three hun¬ 
dred women and girls all bufily employed both times I was 

there. 
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there. Although the Houfe is fituated near the Aljler, and 
vifited by Ladies, I cannot fay much in favour of its neat- 
• nefs or cleanlinefs. 

In the Spin-Houfe, which is accounted infamous, even the 
men were not obliged to rafp logwood, but were employed 
infpinning, in more lighffome rooms than thofe of the other 
* 4 oufe. In this were feventy-lhree prifoners. 

AT Bremen the Prifon for Debtors has four rooms; 
but the Magiftrate who accompanied me. Dr. Hornmnckvl, 
allured me not one of them had ljeen occupied for above 
thirty years, till very lately; when one was fitted up for a 
debtor, who was confined in it a few weeks. Over the 
door of this Prifon is inferibed 

Hie fraudum terminus efo. 

That there were few Debtors, or none at all, in fuch 
towns as Mentz, Coblentz, Manheim, &c. may be aferibed 

to their being places of but little trade. • in fuch large 

» 

trading cities as Hamburgh, and Bremen, it feems ow¬ 
ing to the little credit that is given—the expence of ali¬ 
ment &c. falling on the creditor—the being deprived of 
every kind of amulement and diverfion while in Prifon— 
and the difgrace of being there. 

\ 

Debtors 


Bremen. 
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Debtors are not permitted in any German cities that I 

have feen, to have their wives and children living with 

* 

them in Prifon, 

• • 

* i 

The Houfe of Correction' at Bremen , fituated on the 
fVefer, is indeed a Houfe oflndujiry yet very quiet. There 
were eleven men, and twenty-eight wom'en, all at work ; 
except a woman who had broke her leg. The ftronger aqd 
lefs, docile men rafp L'ogwood; others weave a fet talk oi 
Hair Carpets, 6cC. The Keeper appoints a weaver in the 
Houfe to inflruCt ever/ new comer, who generally teaches 
him the art in a fhort time. The women’s apartments 
were very clean: their work is fpinning, knitting, 6cc. 
The Keeper has a falary ; and fells nothing. 

« 

I sat an afternoon with Dr. Duntze of Bremen , who 
told me he was in London in 1753 and 54 with an in- 
quifitive friend, a German. They went into Newgate to 
obferve the effeCts of the Ventilator ; and were ftruck with 
an ofFenfive fmell in one of the rooms. Next day they 
.were both indifpofed. The Doctor’s complaint turned out 
a kind of jaundice. After a few days confinement he vifited 
his friend, and found him exceffively low; and in a iliort 
time he died with every fymptom of the Gaol-Fever. 

'Zitu AT Zell in the Electorate of Hanover , is a large Houfe 
ofCsorreCtion; and 


AT 
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AT Cassel is.another, with a work-ropm one hundred 
and ten feet by twenty-five, and twelve feet high. It was 
.built by chakles, grandfather to the prefent Landgrave. 

.I {hall not, however, enter into a.minute detail of the’ 
difeipline in thefe two, and other Houfes of the fame 
fort in Germany. Thofe in Holland and Flanders are bet¬ 
ter conducted: !md my account of them {hall be more 
particular. 


H O L L A* N D . 


P RISONS in the United Provinces are fo quiet, and 
moll of them fo clean, that a vifitor can hardly believe 
he is in a Gaol. They are commonly (except the Rafp- 
Houfes) white-walhed once or twice a year: and a prifqner 
told me it was no fmall refreshment to go into their rooms 
after fuch a thorough cleaning. A Phyfician and Surgeon 
is appointed to every Prilon; and prifoners are in general 

e 

healthy. 

In moft of the Prifons for Criminals there are fo many 

rooms that each prilonet is kept feparate. They never go 

out 
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out of their rooms: each has a bedftead, ftraw, and cover¬ 
lid. But there are few criminals, except thofe in the Rafp- 
Houfes and Spin-Houfes. In all the fe'ven Provinces feldom 
'more executions in a year than from four to fix*. One 
reafon of this, I believe, is the awful folemnity of execu¬ 
tions, which are performed in prefence of the Magiftrates, 
with great' order and ferioufnefs, and great cftedl on the 
fpedators. I did not fee the procefs in Holland ; but it 

was particularly deferibed to me, and was fimilar to what F 

« 

had been witnefs of in another place abroad. 

I 

The common method of execution is decollation by a 
broad fword. For the'more atrocious crimes, fuch as pre¬ 
meditated murder &c. the malefa&or is broken on the 
wheel ; or rather on a crofs laid flat upon ,the fcaffold. But 
a defeription of the manner of this execution, which is 
finilhed by a Coup de Grace on the breaft, would not be 
agreeable to any of my readers. 

Debtors alfo are but few. The Magiftrates do not approve 
of confining un.idlenefs any that may be ufefully employed. 
And When one is imprifoned, the Creditor muft pay 
the .Gaoler for his maintenance, from eight to eighteen 
ftivers a day, according to the Debtor’s former condition in 


* I was told ia Scotland that the number of executions there is nearly 

the (fi me. 

£ 


life. 
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life. The aliment mull be paid every wpek: in default 
whereof, the Gaoler gives eight days notice ; and if within 
‘.that time, the money, or fecurity for it, be not brought, 
. the deStor is difcharged. 

Another reafon is, that the fituation is very difgrace- 
ful. But perhaps the principal cauie that debtors, as well 
as capital offenders, are few, is the great care that is taken 
to train up the children of the pctor, and indeed of ^ all 
others, to induftry. No debtors have their wives and 
children living with them in Prifoh : but occafional vifits 
in the day-time are not forbidden. You do not hear in the 
ftreets as you pafs by a Prifon, what I have been rallied for 
abroad, the cry of poor hungry flawing Debtors . 

The States do not tranfport criminals: but men are put 
to labour i'h the Rafp-HouJ'es, and women to proper work 
in the Spin-Hovfes: upon this profefTed maxim. Make them 
diligent and they will be honejl . The rafping logwood, 
which was formerly the principal work done by the men 
criminals, is now in many places performed* at the mills, 
much cheaper : and the Dutch, finding woollen manufac¬ 
tures more profitable, have within thefe lafi: twelve years, 
fet up feveral of them in thofe Houfes of Correction. In 
feme,' the work does not only maintain the prifoners; but 
they have a little extra-time to earn fomewhat for their bet¬ 
ter living in Prifon, or for their benefit afterwards. 

R * Great 
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Great care, is taken to give them moral and religious 
inftru&ion, and reform their manners, for their own and 

i 

the public good. The Chaplain (fuch there is in every 
Houfe of JCorredtion) .does not only perform public wor- 
fhip, but privately inftru&s the prifoners, catechifes them 
every week &c. and I am well informed that many come 
out fober and honeft*. Some have even chofen to continue 
and work in the Houfe after their difcharge. 

Offenders are fentenced to thefe Houfes, according to 
their crimes, for fevenj ten, fifteen, twenty years and up¬ 
wards : but, to prevent defpair, feldom for life. As an 
encouragement to fobriety and induftry, thofe who diftin- 
guifh themfelves by fuch behaviour, are difcharged before 
the expiration of their term. A prifoner who gives infor¬ 
mation of an intended efcape is favoured much in this re- 
fpcdt: his term is confiderably fhortened. A little before 
the ele&ion of new Magiftrates, thofe who are in office in- 
fpedt thefe Prifons j and inquire of the Keeper which pri- 


’• I hawe heard in England that a countryman of ours, who was a prifoner 
in the Rafp-Houfe at jfmjierdam feveral years, was permitted to work at his own 
trade; Ihoe-making j and by being conllantly kept employed, was quite' cured of 
the vices which brought him to confinement. My informant added, that the pri¬ 
foner received at his releaie a furplus of his earnings, which enabled him to fet up 
in London ; where he lived in credit, and at dinner commonly drank “ Health to 
his worthy Matters at the Rafp-Houfe.” 

y 
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loners, of thofe who have been confined a few years, have 
been diligent and orderly: and of the Minifter, which of 
them have been mofl ‘attentive to public and private inflruc- 
tions>* According* to the accounts, they contract the ap-‘ 
pointed time of punifhment? fo that fourteen years will 
fometimes be reduced to eight or ten ; and twelve years to 
fix or feven. This practice of abridging the time of pu« 
nifliment upon reformation is in every view wife and bene¬ 
ficial. Indeed, I have fome reafon to think that criminals 

> 

are often doomed to a longer term, with an intention to 
make fuch deductions upon their amendment. 

I was informed that the work "done in fome of thefe 
Houfes of Correction (efpecially where the men are em¬ 
ployed in rafping) does not maintain them: though the 
men that are robuft earn from eight to ten ftivers a day ; 
and healthy, women by fpinning See. from four to fix. But 
fome earn lefs; thofe who are infirm very little: none 
however are quite idle but the fick. This is fui'dy excel¬ 
lent policy; for befides guarding againft the pernicious 
effeCts of idlenefs in a Prifon, and breaking, criminals to 
habits of induftry, if work fo conftant does not fupport the 
Houfes, how much heavier would be the public burden, 
maintaining the numerous offenders in thefe Prifons, if, as 
in many of our Bridewells, no work at all were done there ? 

In Holland, as well as in Germany , there are private 

R 2* ' rooms 
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Amster¬ 

dam. 


rooms in moft of the Houfes of Correction, in which young 
perlbns of a vicious and profligate turn are confined on the 
reprefentation of their parents, till * they fhew iigns of 
' amendment. 

AT Amsterdam the Prifon is under the 

Stadt-Hou/e. Debtors and felons quite feparate. No 

court-yard. Vifitants may converfe with debtors at the 

lattices of their rooms,'from nine to twelve in the forenoon. 

« 

The debtor may buy an anchor of wine to depofite with the 
Keeper (who fells liquors) : he is allowed to call for a bot¬ 
tle of it a day, paying the Keeper two ftivers a bottle. 

t 

In this city they compute 250,000 fouls * j about one 
third of thofe in London : yet in 1775 I found but eighteen 
debtors, in 1776 only fifteen. 

• 

The rooms for criminals are down fifteen fleps : ten feet 
by nine : in each, one priibner only: a bedftead &c. door- 


. • In the Stadt-Hokfe there is hung up to public view, a board (hewing the 
mortality for the laft two years, and for the laft week, via. 

Deaths in 1774, — — 6649 

i 77 S. — — 789s 

Auguft 6th, 1776, — — 120 

The year 1775 was very fickly—Sir William Pttly in his Trails, page 186, gives 
for the year 1685 the number of Burials in Amfttrdam 6245. 


way 
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way twenty-two inches wide ; door four inches thick : the 
condemned rooms have an iron door befides. In the latter a 
.criminal is never left*alone : two prifoners from the Rafp- 
HoufeN^re always with him, to prevent his deftroying him- ’ 
felf. They rejoice at the fewice ; for if they difcharge it 
faithfully, their reward is an abridgment of their allotted 
term. I was cradibly informed, that there was*no execu¬ 
tion here for the lad two years : and that for a hundred 
years part: there have not been, communibus annis , more than 
one a year. It is generally performed within forty-eight 
hours after fentence. 

In the Stadt-Houfe there were hx delinquents. Their 
allowance is nine Hi vers a day, for which the Keeper gives 
them—-in the morning, four good dices of bread and but¬ 
ter—at dinner, rice foup, and two dices of bread—at fup- 
per, milk—jbelides about a quart of beer a day ; and on 
Sunday three quarters of a pound of meat. He alfo pays 
for their weekly (having, and for wafhing their linen. In 
dome other Provinces the allowance is the fame: in fome, 
more. One of the Magiftrates, with whom, I was con- 
verfing upon the fubjedt of Englifli Prifons, faid “ Nourifh 
“ your prifoners well, and keep them in dry rooms, and 
“ theynvill be healthy.” 

At the rasp-house over the gate is, in basrelief, adevice 

fomewhat 
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fomewliat like. that at Mentz. At the inner gate is (as at 
other Rafp-Houfes) a reprefentation of two men rafping 
Logwood: which is here their principal employment. Yet. 
' regard is ^had not only to their degree of guilt, but'co their 
ilrcngth : for I faw two men'winding filk or thread. This 
laft fummer there were fifty-four prifoners. In fome rooms, 
where they alfo fleep, were ten or twelve men ralping an 
appointed tafk. Others were in the warehoufes, forting 
and weighing; others.bringing the wood to thofe rooms. 
If any one be idle, or refractory &c. he is Ihut up in a place 
of clofer confinement* under ground. I faw one who was 
fo punifhed for burning logwood: he told me his fentence 
was for fix weeks. Oii careful inquiry, I learned, that what 
has been faid of a cellar, in which fuch tranfgreflors are put 
to pump or drown, is not faft. Hours ojf work from fix to 
twelve, and from one to four. In extra-hours they make 
tobacco-boxes &c. which they fell to vifitants, who pay 
two ftivers to go in. They are daily villted by the Medical 
Faculty; and have in general a healthy look. I wilhed to 
know more particulars of this famous Prifon; but could 
fcarce ever get from the cautious old Keeper a direCt anfwer 
to any ©ne queftion : though I paid him five vifits with that 
intent. I could not go into the rooms till laft time I was 
there, when a Magiftrate accompanied me. The ' Keeper 
was ftill as much upon the referve as before : but without 
a/king him, I faw his prifon was dirty. 
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In the spin-house (Spin-huts) you fee* a number of 
women criminals (there were thirty-two) fome of whom 
'ljad Jbeen the moft abandoned; fitting in prefence of the 
Mijlrefi, quiet and orderly at their different forts of work ; 
fpinning, plain work &c. Of* the latter fort much is fent 
in from the city. Hours of work from fix to twelve, and 
from one to eight* I fiiw them go from work to dinner : 
the Keeper as they call him Father prefided. Firft they 
fang a Pfalm: then they went in brder down to a nqat 
dining-room; where they feated themfelves at two tables; 
and feveral difhes of boiled barley, * agreeably fweetened, 
were fet before them. The Father ftruck with a hammer: 
then in profound filence all Hood up; and one of them read 
with propriety, a Prayer about four or five minutes. Then 
they fat down chearful; and e^h filled her bowl, from a 
large dilh which contained enough for four of them. 
Then one brought on a waiter fliccs of bread and butter, 
and ferved each prifoner. 

As I ftaid longer than a common vifitant, one of the 
prifoners went up to the Miftrels with the timid modefly of 

* 1 

a fuppliant, and afked leave to offer me the plate. The 
leave was granted. The Miflrefs keeps what is given, till 
it amounts to a fum fufficient to purchafe a little 'Tea or 
Coffee , for all to partake. 

Here (as at fome other towns in Holland) is a Prifon or 

Work-hoqle 


Spix- 
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Hacue. 


Work-houfe jFor (lighter offences; where prifo'ners are 
employed in Spinning, weaving coarfe Carpets, picking 
Oakum &c. 

I will juft mention the^DOL-HUis, an I-Iofpital for the 
InJ'ane: becaufe it would (in my opinion) be a good plan 
for a Bridewell, with the addition of working rooms. The 
ground plot is rectangular : the Keeper's houfe takes up one 
of the fhorter fides; the other three fides have, on the 

t‘ 

ground-floor, rooms in the recefs of a walk full eight feet 
wide, under arcades j‘ inclofed from the area or garden by a 
wall to the height of four feet: the upper part to the 
crown of the arch, open. Each perfon has a feparate room, 
with two doors -, the inner door is latticed ; the outer, fre¬ 
quently ftands open. Over the doors is-an aperture in the 
wall, about a foot fquare. Thefe rooms are for the Poor , 
Above are larger rooms for thofe whole friends can pay for 
them. Common vifitants are not allowed to go up : but, 
injudicioully, every one that pays four ftivers is admitted 
below. .The windows all round open to the court-yard, 
none outward^. 

AT the Hague I was honoured with the very polite 
afiiftance of Sir Jofeph Torke. A Magiftrate accompanied 
me to the Prifon ; where all was quiet and in order. The 
fame Gentleman prefented me with a copy of InftruCtions to 
the Sheriff of the Court a copy of Rules for Officers of 

the 
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the Attorney-General j and with a M. S. copy on feveral 
fheets, of forty-four Rules for the Management of the 

i 

■jStifon. The Gaoler is never fuffered to fleep out of the 
. Iloufc, but with the exprefs confect of the Coyrt, or the 
Advocate 6cc. and when that leave is, on any fpecial occa- 
fion granted, he mull provide a Subftitute approved by the 
Court &c. This‘Subftitute is fworn to his temporary office. 
If any prifoner efcapes, whether by the immediate fault of 
the Keeper, or the fault of his ferv&nts, he is to fuffer the 
punilhment that was due to the prifoner. He may not 
keep a tavern or alehoufe: nor play ^it cards &c. with his 
pril'oners: nor accept of any treat or gift from them, di¬ 
rectly or indirectly, during; their confinement or afterwards. 
He muft keep the Prifon neat and clean: furnifh frefh ftraw 
once a week j and in winter coverlids. The Attorney- 
General or his Deputy is to fee that all this be duly per¬ 
formed. The Keeper is to fupply prifoners with good 
bread, foup, and beer. Thofe who pay eighteen ftivers a 
day (or what other fum the Magiftrates fliall allow them to 
expend) are to have provifion proportioned to that price. 
Vifitants are not permitted to be in the Pri/oa from eleven 
in the morning, till two: and are difmifTed in the*evening 
at fix in fummer, at four in winter. None to be admitted 
on Saturday: nor in time of Divine Service on Sunday. 
Candles to be taken away at nine. The Keeper to guaid 
againft accidents by fire. 


S 
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The Rules ,for Officers of the Attorney-General, and of 
the Sheriff have an admirable effect in preferving peace, 
and order. There are thirty-two of them. I cannot 
bear abftfa&ing a fe„w. No officer to ftir out of town- 
without fpecial leave: and while in town each muff always 
give notice where he may be found. In cafe of fire they 
muff immediately repair to the Court-Gate for inffrudtions. 
Arrefts of delinquents muff be performed quietly. No 
officer to ferve or watch inftead of another. Neglecff of 
duty through drunkenncfs. is punifhed with living in Prifon 
on bread and water afc their own expence for three days, 
eight days, and at laft, with difcharge. They may not 
keep company with any perfons in public lioufes &c. 
Giving ill language is punifhed by a fine: quarrels, at dif- 
cretion of the Magiftrates. Not giving information of de¬ 
faulters is punifhed with difcharge. They are to guard 
againft being guilty of ill behaviour of any fort, that no 
difhonour may be caff upon the Court of Judicature. Each 
officer to have a copy of the Rules, and keep it to fhew on 
demand, on pain of a fine. The whole to be read to them 
all together by {he Sheriff once a month. 

AT Groningen the Rafp and Spin-Houfe together, has 
on the ground-floor rooms for men. In the floor above it 
are four apertures two feet by three and a half each into 
the wool warehoufe above. Thefe were lately made by the 
advice of a judicious Phyfician (a Profeffor), who thought 

the 
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the men’s rooms not fufficiently airy, though they have op- 
^polite windows; the men fleeping as well as working in 
mcifj: on which account they are ftili fomewhat offenfive. 

•Women have a work-room, and a. lodging-rqpm quite 
feparate: both of them very 'clean. All the prisoners are 
employed on a woollen manufacture. 

AT Lewarden the Rafp-Houfe had in it thirty-four Lewaroej.-. 
men : a few of them rafping LogwoSd, with an inftrument 
compofcd of ten faws united : others combing and fpinning 
black wool: others fpinning twin£; weaving facks, and 
coarl'e linen cloth &c. At their leifure they make fhoe- 
pegs, tobacco-iloppers, fugar-fauccrs of brsifs wire &c. and 
fell them to vilitants. In the Spin-Houfe adjoining, were 
thirty-fix women t all at work, preparing thread &c. ex¬ 
cept one, whom the Miftrefs, going up with me from her 
breakfalt, found idle in a warehoufe; and not only rated 
her for it fufficiently, but entertained me with her mur¬ 
murs upon the offence a good while after; from whence I 
concluded the fault was not a very common one. 

AT Utrecht no prifoners in the Stadt - Houje . The Utrecht. 
Keeper told me the allowance was twelve ffivers a day: 

“ for, faid he, confinement here is not meant as punifli- 
“ ment; but only as fafe cuftody till trial *. After which, 

* The fame obfervation l remember was made to me by the Keeper at 
where the allowance is ten (livers. Here alftj were no prifoners. 

S 2 “ fomc 
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“ fome who ar p to be punifhed by a iliort imprifonment 
* ( are fent to another Prifon, where they live on bread and 
“ water only.” He faid a woman who had been his_p 
' foner, was, that day feptenced to be fo punifiied for a fort¬ 
night : but he added, “ She will have a fufficient quantity; 

and if flie be ill, her food will be altered.” 

• * 

Dslft. at Delft there were near ninety in the Houfe of Cor¬ 
rection : men and women quite feparate: all neat and clean, 
and looked healthy. They told me their allowance was five 
Rivers a day *. All employed on a woollen manufacture— 
women fpinning, carding &c.—men weaving from coarfe 
to very fine Cloth : their talk, to earn thirty-five Rivers a 
week. Some earn a fmall furplus; but they have only half 
of it. A Burgomafter, to whom I mentioned that circum- 
Rance, faid it was the truth. They do not put more than 
eight or ten men to work in one room : for ’when large 
numbers are together, one idle perfon corrupts more; and there 
is not generally fo much work done. Here allb, if a pri- 
foner has .behaved well for a few years, and given proofs of 
amendment, ih$ Magiftrates begin to abridge the time for 
which hfc was fentenced. One whom I faw very cheerful, 

• A guinea 252 d. is = 11 guilders 11 Rivers = 231 flivers 
(for 20 flivers is a guilder) therefore flivers arc to pence as * ’ p — pp j 
i. e. 11 flivers is equal to a Hulling. 


told 



Sect. IV. HOLLAND. 

told me the caufe of his joy was that a year .had lately been 
\ taken from his term. ? . ' 

AT Rotterdam in the Prifon.under the Stadt-Houfe ‘ 
were neither debtors nor felons. In the Rafp and Spin- 
Houfe about forty men and a hundred women. The former, 
three or four in a room, making Filing-Nets y carding 
Wool , forting Coffee &c. Women moftly employed on a 
manufacture of Worjled, fpinning, a*nd working at a great 
wheel like thofe which at Derby are turned by water.. 

THE pest-house acrofs the Maes oppofite Rotterdam 
is a fpacious building ill a Small ifle. It is nearly a fquare 
of one hundred and thirty feet: has four fpacious wards 
which are about thirty feet wide and twenty high. I men¬ 
tion this edifice, not only as it occurred to me that it would 
be a good’plan for a Iloufe of Correction, being airy, and 
built round a court in which is a bafon of water communi¬ 
cating with the Maes-, but on account of the fentiments of 
veneration it infpired, when I trod on the ground under 
which Inch piles of my brave countrymen * 4 ie buried it. 
having been ufed as a Military Hofpital after the* liege of. 
Bcrge/i-op-Z'JG/u. 
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'F L A' N ,D E R S. 


T HE French PrcSvinces here and in the Netherlands 
are chiefly governed by the fame Arret de Parlement 
as their Provinces in e France . I will therefore mention 
only one circumftance et Arras in Artois which was dif¬ 
ferent from what I had feen in France. Of one hundred 
and thirty-nine prifoners in this Gaol, I faw two in the 
court-yard who had irons. But upon afking one of them 
the reafon of it, he told me “ it was for attempting an 
efcape.” 

IN the Austrian Netherlands I found the Prifons 
in general clean; and no ficknefs prevailing in any one of 
them : and yfit few of the Prifons have a court-yard: in 
moft of tjiem every prifoner is confined to his room. In 
fome places, as at Antwerp &c. the allowance to Criminals 
is fcanty; a pound of bread a day, and a pound of butter 
a week: but the deficiency is fully made up by fupplies 
from the Monafteries &c. Debtors very few: alimented 
by creditors. 


AT 
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AT Brussels twenty-four Felons: daily allowance two Brussels 
pounds of bread ('pain de munition) and fome foup: on 
’ $&nday, except indent, a pound of meat. A Keeper of 
•the Houfe of Corre&ion was lately cojnmitted to # this Gaol * 
for abufe of his truft. Debtors are fent to another Prifon: 
the creditor is obliged to advance a month’s aliment. In that 
Prifon I faw an Englifhman who had his wife and two or 
three children with him; but they were not permitted to 
flay at night. 

VILFORDE. The Houfe of Cbrre&ion now building Vilforde, 
near this town for all the provinces ftf Aujlrian Brabant, is 
upon the largcft fcale of any flrudlure of the kind that I 
have leen. It is fituated upon the great canal leading to 
Bruffels ; and is almoft iurrounded by water. The ground 
plot, a plan of which I have by me, is rectangular, except 
a fweep before the court of the Governor’s houfe. The 
longer fxdes arc about two hundred and ten yards; the 
fhorter about one hundred and lixty-feven. At the back of 
one of the longer fides, fronting the Weft, I counted eighty 
windows on a floor. There are the fame njamber oppofite, 
looking inwards towards the courts. Each of thef^* belongs 
to a feparate room or cell, near fix feet and a half by. five 
and a half, and eight feet high; and a long paflage eight 
feet and a half wide runs through each floor, into which all 
the oppofite rooms open. Two floors of this fide are 
finiihed, making three hundred and twenty rooms; there 
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are two more, r as yet unfinished, of the fame number of 
rooms. Each of the two fhorter tides has one hundred and 

feventy-fix rooms, of the fame fize as the others, and etsf' 

« 

* as many floors. Par^ of thefe fldcs are finithed; fo that,. 
including fome rooms on edch Jide the Governor’s houfe, 
about five hundred are now ready of the nine hundred and 
nincty-twd. On fame vacant ground at' the /hotter lidcs 
more rooms will be built if wanted. Of fo great importance 
is it wifely judged by thefe Provinces to keep every prifoner 
at night by himfelf, that this vail number of rooms is 
contrived that each may lodge one f erf on only. 

On each fide the gate of the court before the Governor’s 
houfe is a Porter’s lodge. Prifoners will pals this way to their 
refpedtive wards behind the Houfe. Thole committed for 
life will be quite feparatc from thole who are for a limited 
term: and men totally fo from women; not only in their 
Wards, Work-rooms, and Refectories-, but alfo in two dif- 
tin &. Chapels. Thefe Chapels arc odtagons of about thirty- 
five feet ; and on each floor the prifoners will have a room 
looking into ih$m. The work-rooms are numerous; about 
forty fe€^ by twenty: fome up flairs, others under ground 
for weaving fine linen : but no prifoners arc to fleep under 
ground. Staircafes all ftone, fix feet wide : fome dark cells 
for confining the refractory. A Kitchen forty-feven feet by 
thirty-four: Bakehoufe, and Slaughter houfe large in pro¬ 
portion, and commodious. Convenient apartments for 

feveral 
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feveral Chaplains: and proper rooms for a,military guard. 
No prifoncrs as yet: and two fpacious Infirmaries defiened. 
> are not begun. 


*37 


AT Mechlin one of the Heft rooms in the Prifon is for Me cm. in. 
Debtors: but none in it. Three criminals up flairs: no 
dungeons. Allowance, two fixpenny loaves and a pound of 
butter weekly: on Sunday a pound of meat, and fome 
foup: three pints of fmall beer daily. Straw, and two 
blankets. Firing from the ift of November to the ift of 
May. Clean linen every week from* a charity. I will not 
defcribe the mode of 'torture . 


AT Bruges there is to the Prifon a court-yard for Bruces. 
Criminals , and another for Debtors: but the former are 
never let out. Each fort has a daily allowance in money, 
about threepence halfpenny Englifh; provifions rather 
cheaper than in London : a clean fhirt every week. Debtors 
have the allowance from their Creditors ; who alio pay the 
Keeper a fmall fee at the entrance of the prifoner, and a. 
penny a day during his confinement. No. under-ground 
dungeons. Two things are remarkable in this Prii^n, and 
well worth imitating. One is the care they take of> the 
Sick. There are two Medical Books, one for the City, the 
other for the Seigneuries or Lordfhips of Parifhes, which 
are governed by different Magiftrates, but the Prifon is 
common to both. The Phyfician at every vifit enters his 

X prelcription 
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in the refpeCtiye Book, which is carried to the Apothecaryj 
who after copying the Recipe , fends the book back again j 
and it is kept in the room where the Magiftrates meet to 
hold a Cpurt of Judicature, infpeCt the Prifon See. I /pent 
fome hours in looking over them. The preferiptions arc 
written with regularity for many years part. Bark and 
Cordials were almoft conftant ingredients in the Recipe. They 
are not troubled with infectious diftempers but perhaps 
the Phyfxcians are fdmewhat apprehenfive of them, and 
order thofe preventives with fuccefs. The Phyfician or¬ 
ders a Surgeon to atteftd when the cafe requires one: and 
at his order alfo the Keeper provides for the fick, Soup, 
white Bread &c. the Magiftrates allowing for this Fourteen- 
pence a day, to continue till countermanded by the Phyfician. 
Some fick prifoners have been many weeks thus liberally 
provided for. 


The other exemplary practice is their care of Legacies 
and Donations. In the Council-Chamber, under a picture 
reprefenting vifiting the fick, feeding the hungry, and re¬ 
leafing theprifoner, there is in a frame a printed Lift of all 
Charities given or bequeathed to the Prifoners from the 
year 1315 to 1734* with the names and intentions of the 
feveral Donors: and in another fmall frame is a memorial 
of the time at which each bequeft is to be diftributed. 


AT Ghent in the Prifon at the fuperb Maifon de Vitte 

each 
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each criminal has from the city about four-pence halfpenny 

Englilh, a day: and provifion being there about one third 

cheaper than in London , fome of them fave a little out of 
* , 
that allowance after paying for the weekly wafhiijg of their 

linen. 

In the State Prtfon, governed by other Magilfrates, cri¬ 
minals have four-pence a day. In each of thole Prifons 
the Keeper has from the Magiftrates two-pence a day for 
the cuftody of every prifoner. In the two Prifons, four 
debtors. 

Here is a Prifon belonging to the rich Monaftery of 
BenediSiines in the Abbey of St. Peter. There are now 
thirty-five of the fraternity : who have many Lordlhips, 
and part of the City in their jurifdidtion. The Prifon joins 
to the Abbot’s Court-Houfe. Three dreary dungeons down 
nineteen fteps: a little window in each: no priloners. I 
went down ; but my noting the dimenfions of the windows 
&c. fo enraged the Keeper, that he would not indulge my. 
curiofity any farther. 

The Houfe of Corrcbiion for the City of Ghent is net fo 
commodioully built, nor kept fo clean as fome other 
Flcmilli Prifons: but there are very good Rules of Oeco- 
nomy, of which I have a copy. Every prifoner is exa¬ 
mined at his firlt coming; and if he be not healthy, he is 

T 2 not 
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not put among thofe -that arc fo. That the Keeper may not 
be tempted to opprefs his prifoners, he is exempted from 
all 'Taxes. The prifoners have a fet talk of different forts of' 
'work: tjie profits of extra-work their own. The Ma-< 
giftrates meet in the Prifpn 6nce a week to infpedt it and 
to appoint the fort and qiiantity of provifion for every day 
of the week enfuing. They order the Phylician to fee that 
the fick have broth, and other nourilhment proper for 
them. The Keeper provides it and is paid by the Ma- 
giftrates. I happened to go into the Prifon while they 
were there, and faw thtm employed as above. 

I beg leave here, on account of the humanity of its in- 
ffitution, to digrefs from my fubjett by taking notice of a 
Nunnery in this place. The Hofyitable Manjion is not inha¬ 
bited folely by Nuns j it is deftined to the reception of men 
who are infane, and fick aged women. The infane have, 
when requifite, affiftance from their own fex ; and the ten- 
dernefs with which both thefe and the poor women are 
treated by the fillers, gave me no little pleafure. 


La Maijon 
de Force. 


Thej^e is at Ghent a new Prifon building by the States 
of Aujlrian Flanders. It is a Houfe of Corre&ion for all 
thofe Provinces (as that at Vilfprde for Aujlrian Brabant) and 
is called la maison de force. It is fituated near a Canal. 
The plan is an Oftagon: only four fides finilhed : in one of 
them were in 1775 one hundred and fifty-nine men crimi¬ 
nals : 



Plan of A A ALU SON de PORCH at GHENT. 
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nals: this year one hundred and ninety-one. Another of 
the fides is for women, of whom there were fifty-nine. Irr 
* the middle of this court is a bafon of running water, for 
•wafhing all the Linen of the Houfe. 

On each of me iuur iiuurs mere is a corridor, or arcade, 
fix feet nine inches wide, quite open to the air of the yard, 
which, however, is not attended with any inconvenience, 
even in winter. In the recefs of every corridor, except the 
loweft, is a range of bed-rooms, fix feet nine inches by 
four feet ten, and eight feet eight inches high : the door¬ 
way two feet. Thefe are uniformly furnifhed with a bed- 
flead, fix feet and a half by two and a half, a ftraw bed, a 
mattrefs, a pillow, a pair of fheets, two blankets in winter 
and one in fummer. Each room has a little bench, and a fhutter 
to the lattice window (in the door), which, when opened 
and turned down, ferves for a table. In the wall is a little 
cupboard, two feet by one, and ten inches deep. All the 
rooms are vaulted to prevent fire from running from llory 
to flory. No perfon is on any pretence admitted into the 
bed-room of another. They have a clean fliirt once a week, 
and clean ftieets once a month. The women have not fepa- 
rate rooms. Some of theirs are ten feet and a half by nine 
and a half. 

In order to the admiflion of a prifoner, previous notice 
muft be given by the City or Province that fends him. 

When 
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When he comes, he is lhaved and walhed: a Surgeon exa¬ 
mines him ; and if healthy, he is cloathed with the uniform 
of the Houfe, which is marked with the number of his 
room ; *o it he is cojiduded by one of the moft orderly of 
the prifoners ; who is appointed to that fervice, and who 
alfo acquaints him with the Rules of the Houle. Com¬ 
mitment from one year to twenty or more. 

A bell is rung in the morning to lummon the prifoners 
into the dining-room; in the fummer at five ; in winter 
the hour varies with the length of the days. Half an hour 
after the bell rings, their names are called over; and they 
go to Prayers in a Chapel. They are then allowed half an 
hour to breakfaft. At noon they have two hours, for din¬ 
ner ; making their beds (which in fair weather they bring 
out to air); and for recreation. I was prefent during the 
whole time the men criminals were at dinner, and much 
admired the regularity, decency, and order, with which the 
whole was conducted. Every thing was done at a word 
given by a Diredor ; no noife or confufion appeared; and 
this company of near one hundred and ninety flout criminals 
was governed with as much apparent eafe as the moft fobet 
and well-difpofed afiembly in civil fociety. At night they 
have* an hour for fupper &c. The bell gives notice of all 
thele lucceflive/’hours : it is rung at a window over th< 
gate-way by a Centinel, who there overlooks the whole 
yard; and, Ihould there be any difturbance, is to give th< 
alarm to a company who keep guard. 


Or 
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On the ground-floors of the building are work-rooms. 
Thofe for the men are too fmall for the looms &c. The 
women’s work-room is one hundred and feventeen feet long., 
twenty-fix wide, and nine to the fpringing of the awk., In 
this many were fpinning and combing wool; mending 
linen, &c. Others were wa/hing in places proper for that 
purpofe. 

An exadt account is kept of every circumftance relating to 
each man’s work, in a Book that has fourteen columns. The 
ift Column contains the Names of Prifoners. 

2. The Sort of Stuff on which each Man is employed; 

as Shalloon, Cloth, Dimity &c. 

3. The Number that is marked on the Piece. 

4. The Day it was begun.. 

5. The Day it was finifhed. 

6. Meafure of the whole Piece. 

7. Number of Working-Days, the Prifoner was upon it. 

8. The Talk due per Day. 

9. Surplus Work upon the Piece beyond Talk. 

10. Price of the Piece per Ell. 

11. Obfervations, or Occafional Circumftances: fuch as 

Sick, Lame, difficult Work, JirJl Piece See. 

12. Payment to Prifoners for Surplus,Work. 

13. Deficiency of Talk. 

14. Punifliment for the Default. 

This laft column is written by the Magiftrates themfelves. 

I faw 
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I faw in it — often excufe — fometimes make up in next 

piece — fometimes to work alone — to bread and water —- 

feldom to rafping logwood. The daily allowance is two* 

pounds of bread; feme foup of beans, peafe &c. with 

wheat-bread in it -, and except Friday and Lent half a 

pound of cold meat, Each prifoner has alfo the value of 
# 

our farthing, for which he can buy near two pints of fmall 
beer; or fomewhat elfe which the victualler of that Prifon 
is allowed to fell, and deliver to them at a wicket in the 
wall. Spirituous liquors are exprefsly prohibited: and fo 
is wine, unlefs it be o'rdered by a note from the Phyfician. 
It is not allowed to give any gj^^ ^jjyeCtly to the prifoners : 
but there is a box into which moritfy may be put ; and at 
ftated times it is equally diftributed among them. Cards, 
Dice, and all gaming are ftriCtly forbidden: and there are 
excellent Rules for preventing all quarreling; for mending 
their morals; preferving their health; and making them 
for the future ufeful in Society. To tranferibe all the Rules 
would to moft readers be difagreeable. Such as with to fee 
them will find them, together with more particulars of this 
noble Inftitution, in two Edicts printed in folio at Ghent 
in 1773 and 75: the firft in French and Low Dutch ; the 
latter only French: and in a book in quarto written by 
C'o'int Vilain XlW^pd ^ffered to the Government in 1775. 
The title ofii/is Memoire fur les Moyens de corrigcr les Mal- 
faiteurs et Fainians a leur propre Avantage et de les rendre 
Utiles a I’Etat. A Gand &c. 


I SAID 
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FLANDERS. 


I said tranfcribing all the Rules at length, would be 
tedious ; for this reafon I have only given extracts from 
thefe, and from *hofe made for other Foreign Prifons. 
have compleat copies of them, and of others which I have 
not mentioned ; fome printed, others M. S. which I will 
readily fhow to any Gentleman who has leifure and incli- 
nation to ftudy the fubjedh 


WHEN I formerly made the tour of Europe, I feldom 
had occaflon to envy Foreigners any thing I law w'ith reipedt 
to their Situation, their Religion, Manners or Government. 
In my late journeys to view their Prifons, I was fometimes 
put to the blufli for my native country. The Reader will 
fcarcely feci from my narration the fame emotions of fhame 
and regret as the comparifon excited in me, on beholding 
the difference with my own eyes. But from the account I 
have given him of Foreign Prifons, he may judge whether a 
defign of reforming our own be merely vifionary—whether 
Idlenefs, Debauchery, DifeaJ'e, and Famine be the neceilary 
attendants of a Prilon, or only connedted with it in our 
ideas for want of more perfedt knowledge, and more en¬ 
larged views. I hope too he will dome the juilicc to think 
that neither an indiferiminate of every, khing 

foreign, nor a fondnefs of cenfuring everjVshing at hV/ne, 
has influenced me to adopt the language of a Pancgyriil in 
this part of my work, or that of a Complainant in the rclt. 

U Where 
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Where I have commended I have mentioned my reafons for 
fo doing; and I have dwelt perhaps more minutely upon 
the management of Foreign Prifons, becaufe it was more 
agreeable f o me to praife than to condemn. Another mo¬ 
tive induced me to be very particular in my accounts of 
Foreign Houfes of Correction, efpecially thofe of the freell 
States. It was to counteract a notion prevailing among us 
that compelling pril'oners to work, efpecially in public, 
was inconfiftent with die principles of Englifh Liberty; at 
the fame time that taking away the lives of fuch numbers, 
either by executions. Or the difeafes of our Prifons, feems 
to make little impreffion upon us. Of fuch force is cuftom 
and prejudice in filencing the voice of good fenfe and 
humanity ! 

• 

I have only to add that, fully fenfible of the imperfec¬ 
tion which muft attend the curfory furvey of a traveller, it 
was my Rudy to remedy that defed by a conftant attention 
to the one objeCt of my purfuit alone, during the whole of 
my two laft journeys abroad. 


SECTION 



SECTION 


V. 


A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT* OF 
ENGLISH PRISON S. 


A S the Tables of which the prefen t Section will 
chiefly conlift, contain feveral terms which can¬ 
not be expedted to be familiar to the generality of 
my Readers, I ftiall begin with an explanation of them. 

IN the firft page of every County, City, &c. the fecond 
article of the Gaoler or Keepers emolument is Fees ; by 
which are meant fuch only as are taken by him and his 
fcrvants on the admiflion or difcharge of a Prifoner. The 
fums let down under this head are from the beft information 
I could procure in my repeated journeys; but they differ 
fometimcs from thofe lpecified in the Tables of Fees where 
fuch are found. 

The next article under Gaoler is Transports. The 
fum fet down to this, is what (from the beft intelligence I 
• U 2 could 
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the Prilons over which they prefide, and to which they 
commit offenders, be fit for the purpofes they are defigned 

i 

to anfwer. I might add, that a variety of defcriptions may • 
pofiijply fuggeft fomething ufeful in the plans of fuch Pri-. 
fons as may hereafter be ereded; fince whatever may appear 
worth copying may be extraded from any. 

I have here and there taken the liberty of pointing out 
what feemed to. me, as I viewed a Prifon, an obvious re¬ 
medy of fome defied that happened to ftrike me. But I 
did not examine with the accuracy of a Surveyor; and hope 
I fliall not be thought to dired in the ftyle of a Didator. 


NEWGATE 



L O N D 


O Ni. 
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NEWGATE.* 


GAOLER, Richard Akerman. 
Salary, £100. 


Fees, Debtors, 

£0 : 

8 : 

to 

Felons, 

0 : 

tS : 

to 

Mifdemeanours } 
or Fines, { 

> 

► 0 : 

> 

14 : 

10 

Tranfports, 

0 : 

14*: 

10 


Licence, for Beer and Wine. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance to 


Debtors, 7 
Felons, 5 

a penny loaf a day. 

(See Re 

Garnifli, Debtors, 

1 ° : 

5 : 6 


Felons &c. 

0 : 

2 : 6 


Number of - 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1775, March 5, 

33 

- - 

190 

--76, March 1, 

38 

- - 

129 

- May 17, 

46 

- - . 

212 

- Dec. 26, 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. 

33 

Villette. 

~ ” 

152 


Duty —Sunday twice; every day Prayers j 
once a month Sacrament. 

Salary, £35, &c. (See Remarks.) 

SURGEON, Mr. Oliiey. 

Salary, £$°, for all Prifoners. 




THE Builders of Old Newgate feem to have regarded in their Remark.., 
plan, nothin" but the fingle article of keeping prifoners in fafe cuf- 
tody. The rooms and cells were fo, dole, as to be almoft the con- 

ftant 
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newcate, ft ant feats of difeafe, and fources of infe&ion ; to the deftru&ion of 
multitudes, not only in the Prifon, but abroad. The City had there¬ 
fore very good reafon for their refolution to build a new Gaol. The' 
Plat<; will give a better idea of it than any defcription. I give 
the plan, rather to gratify the turiofity of my Readers, than as a 
model to be followed. Many inconveniences of the old Gaol are 
avoided in 'chis new one : but it has fome manifeft errors. It is now 
too late to point out particulars. All I will fay, is, that without 
more than ordinary care, the prifoners in it will be in great danger of 
the Gaol-Fever. 

f 

The Cells built in Old Newgate a few years fince for condemned 
malefaftors, are intended for the fame ufe at prefent. I fhall there¬ 
fore give fome account of them. There are upon each of the three 
floors five cells: all vaulted, near nine feet high to the crown. 
The cells on the ground-floor meafure full nine feet by near fix; 
the five on the firft ftory are a little larger, on account of the fet-off 
in the wall; and the five uppermolt, ftill a little larger for the fame 
reafon. In the upper part of each cell, is a window double grated, 
near three feet by one and a half. The doors are four inches thick. 
The ftrong ftone wall is lined all round each cell with planks, 
ftudded with broad-headed nails. In each cell is a barrack-bedftead. 

I was told by thofe who attended me, that criminals who had 
afrefted ah air of boldnefs during their trial, and appeared quite un¬ 
concerned at the pronouncing fentence upon them, were ftruck with 
horror, and filedbrought to thefe darkfome folitary 
abides. 

The New Chapel is plain and neat. Below are three or four pews 
for men felons &c. On each fide is a gallery: that towards the 
women’s ward is for them: in it is a pew for the Keeper, whofe pre- 
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fence may fet a good example and be otherwife ufeful. The other newcate. 
gallery towards the debtors ward is for them. The ftairs to each 
1 gallery are on the oi\fide of the Chapel. 

. • 

I went once to Prayers there. Mr. Villette read them diftinttly, 
and with propriety : the few prifoners who were prefent, feemed at¬ 
tentive : but we were difturbed by the noife in the yard. Mr. Villette 
told me “ that was always the cafe, even on Sundays." Surely they 
who will not go to Chapel, who are by % far the greater number, 
lhould not be buffered to hinder the edification of fuch as are better 
difpoied. 

The Chaplain (or Ordinary) befides his falary, has a Houfe in 
Newgate-ftreet, clear of Land-Tax ; tw-' Freedoms yearly, which 
commonly iell for twenty-five pounds ivh; Lady Barnadifton’s 
Legacy, fix pounds ^ year; an old Legacy paid by the Governors 
of St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, ten pounds a year: the City generally 
prefents him once in fix months with another Freedom. He engages 
when cholen to hold no other living. 

Debtors have every day from the Chamber of London fixteen 
Hone of beef: Fines eight.ftone: and fome years Felons eight 
(lone. Debtors have feveral Legacies. I inquired for a lift of 
them, and Mr. Akerman told me <c The Table in Maitland’s 
Survey , which he (hewed me, was authentic. ” The amount 
of it is : 5 : 8 a year. He laid, there were alfo a few 
more. ' w 


X 


TABLE 
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newgatj:. TABLE OF FEES. 

LondonJ's. \ Table /of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler or 
jT JL Keeper of Newgate within the laid City of London 
for any Prifoner or Prisoners committed or coming into GaoJ or 
Chamber-Rent there or difcharge from thence in any civil action 
fettled and eftablilhed the nineteenth day of December in the third 
year of the reign of his Majefty King George the Second Annoque 

c 

Domini 1729 purfuant to an Aft of Parliament lately made intituled 
An Aft for the Relief of debtors with rcfpeft to the Imprifonment 
of their Perions. 


C 

o 


S. 

3 : 


D. 

o 


Every Prifoner on the mailer fide ihall pay to the Keeper 
for his entrance-fee — — — 

Every Prifoner on the mailer fide ihall pay for chamber") 

room ufe of bed bedding and iheets to the Keeper there r o : 1 : 3 

being two in a bed and no more each per week — 

Every Prifoner on the faid mailer fide who at his own defire ~\ 
ihall have a bed to himfelf, ihall pay to the Keeper for £0:2: 6 

chamber room ufe of bed bedding and iheets per week 
Every Debtor ihall pay to the Keeper for his difcharging fee o : 6 : 10 
And to all the Turnkeys two ihillings and so more — 0:2:0 

No other Fee for the ufe of chamber bed bedding or iheets or upon the 
commitments or difcharge of any Prifoner on any civil adlion. 


^Ed^Becher 

ROB T 

RAYMOND 

Rob t Alsop 

R. EYRE 

In 0 Barnard 

THO 8 

PENGELLY 


Mr. 
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Mr. Akerman (hewed me another Table of Fees which was 
given him for his direction when he commenced Keeper. It is as 
• follows: 


Fees to be taken by the Keeper of Newgate. 



c- 

s. 

D. 

For every Debtor’s difcharge — 

o : 

8 

: lO 

For every Felon’s difcharge — 

o : 

18 

: 10 

For every Mifdemcanour — 

o : 

>4 

: to 

Every Debtor’s entrance on the Mailer’s fide » 

o : 

3 

; o 

Every Felon’s entrance on the Mailer’s fide 

o : 

10 

6 

Every Pcrfon admitted into the Prefs-yard 

3 : 

3 

o 

For every Tranfport’s difcharge — 

o : 

>4 

lO 

For every Bailable Warrant — 

3 • 

6 

8 


x 2 ms 
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HIS MAJESTY’S PRISON 

» 

THE FLEET, for Abtors. 

r 

WA R DE N, Efq. r 

Deputy Warden and Clerk of the Papers, 

# 

Daniel Hopkins. 

Salary 

Fees, j£i : 6 f 8 - - 7 on entrance, per account 

o : a : o Turnkey, 5 from the Prifoners. 
Licence, for Beer* and Wine to John Cartwright, wlio 
holds of the Warden on leafe the Tap &c. 

(See Remarks.) 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnifh, 0:2:0 

Number - - In the Houfe. In the Rules. 

1774, April 26, 171 •• - 71 

--76, - 2, 241 - - 78 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Homer. 

Duty---Sunday twice j Wednefday Prayers. 

Salary 

SURGEON, Nbne. 


T O -iHs'Wifon were committed formerly thofe who incurred the 
difpleafure of the Star-Chamber. In the 16th of Charles I. when 
that Court was aboliihed, it became a Prifon for Debtors ; and for 

perfons 


Remarks. 



LONDON. 157 

perfona charged with contempts of the Courts of Chancery, Excite- fleet. 
quer, and Common Pleas. 

In 1728 many abufes pra&ifed by the garden were the fubjeft of 
parliamentary inquiry. 

The Prifon was rebuilt a few years fince. At die front is a narrow 
court-yard. At each end of the building, there is a fmall projection, 
or wing. There are four floors, they call them Galleries , befides the 
cellar-floor, called Bartholomew-Fair. Each gallery confifts of a 
paflage in the middle, the whole length of the Prifon, i. e. fixty-fix 
yards ; and rooms on each fide of it about fourteen feet and a half 
by twelve and a half,, and nine and a half high. A chimney and 
window in every room. The pafiages are narrow (not leven feet 
wide) and darkilli, having only a window at. each end. 

On the firft floor, the Hall-Gallery , to which you afcend eight 
fteps, are, a Chapel, a Tap-room, a Coffee-room (lately made out 
of two rooms for Debtors), a room for the Turnkey, another for the 
Watchman, and eighteen rooms for Priibners. 

Besides the Coffee-room and Tap-room, two of thofe eighteen 
rooms, and all the cellar-floor, except a lock-up room to confine the 
diforderly, and another room for the Turnkey, are held by the Tap- 
fter, John Cartwright, who bought the remainder of the kale at 
public au&ion in 1775. The cellar-floor is fixteen. fteps be¬ 
low the hall-gallery'. It confifts of the two rooms juft now men¬ 
tioned, the Tapfter’s kitchen, his four large beer and wine cellars, 
and fifteen rooms for Prifoners. Thefe fifteen, and the two before- 

mentioned 
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mentioned on the hall-gaUery, the Tapfter lets to Prifoners for four 
to eight (hillings a week*. 

On the firft Gallery (that next above the hall-gallery) are twenty- 
five rooms for Priloners. On thi/econd Gallery twenty-lcven rooms. 
One of them, fronting the ftaircafe, is their Committee-room. A 
room at erne end is an Infirmary. At the other end in a large room 
over the Chapel is a dirty Billiard-table i kept by the Prifoner who 
fleeps in that room. On the higheft ftory are twenty-feven rooms. 
Some of thefe upper rooms, viz. thofe in the wings, are larger than 
the reft j being over the Chapel, the Tap-room, &c. 

All the rooms I have mentioned are for Mafter’s-fide Debtors. 
The weekly rent of thole not held by the Tapfter is one Ihilling and 
three-pence unfurnilhed. They fall to the Prifoners in fuccelfion, 
thus: when a room becomes vacant, the firft,Prifoner upon the lift 
of fuch as have paid their entrance-fees, takes poffeffion of it. 
When the Prifon was built, the Warden gave each Prifoner his 
choice of a room according to his feniority as Prifoner. If all the 
rooms be occupied, a new comer muft hire of fome tenant a part of 
his room ; or Ihift as he can. Prifoners are excluded from all right 
of fuccelfion to the rooms held by the Tapfter, and let at the high 
rents aforefaid. 

The apartments for Common-fide Debtors are only part of the 
right wing of the Prilbn. Befides the cellar (which was intended 


An impofition of the fame kind is noted in the Report of the Gaol 
Committee 1728. 


for 
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for their kitchen, but is occupied with lumber, and {hut up) there 
are four floors. On each floor is a room about twenty-four or 
•twenty-five feet fqusre, with a fire-placej and on the fides feven 
.clofets or cabins to fleep in. Such of thefe Prifoners as {wear in 
Court or before a Commifiioner th&t they are not worth five pounds, 
and cannot fubfift without charity, have the donations which are fent 
to the Prifon, and the begging-box, and grate. Of them there 
were at my laft vifit fixteen. 

t 

I have in the Report of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons 
1728 a Table of fome Charities: but I faw no fuch Table in the 
Prifon. 

There is plenty of water from the river and pumps: and a fpa- 
cious yard behind the Prifon. 

I mentioned the billiard-table. They alfo play in the yard at 
{kittles, mifiifippi, fives, tennis, &c. And not only the Prifoners: 
I faw among them fevcral butchers and others from the market; 
who are admitted here as at another public houfe. The fame may be 
feen in many other Prilons where the Gaoler keeps or lets the tap. 
Befules the inconvenience of this to Prifoners the frequenting a 
Prifon lcftens the dread of being confined in one. 

On Monday night there is a Wine-Club: on Thurfday night a 
Beer-Club: each lalting ufually till one or two in the morning. I 
need not fay how much riot thefe occafion; and how the fober Pri¬ 
foners are annoyed by them. 
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Seeing the Prifon crowded with women and children, I pro¬ 
cured an accurate lift of them; and found that on (or about) the 
6th of April 1776, when there were on the Matter's fide 213 Pri-* 
foners, on the Common fide 30, Total 243; their wives (including 
women of an appellation not fo honourable) and children were 47 5. 

I was furprized to fee in this Prifon a Table of Fees containing 
only thofe of the Clerks of the Papers and Inquiries: and that the 
date of it was 1727, i. e. before the Committee of the Houfe of 

t 

Commons made’their inquiry. I did not doubt but another Table 
was fettled after that inquiry} and that it contained the Warden’s 
Fees alio. But upon asking the Clerk of the Papers for a later 
Table, I was referred to that which hung up. It is as follows. 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Clerk of the Papers 
and by the Clerk of the Inquiries of the Fleet Prifon purfuant 
to the Refolution of the Honourable X X of the Court of 
Common Pleas in the Eafter and Trinity Terms 13th 
GEORGE ift 1727. 


RESOLUTION 


6th. That there is due and ought to be paid to the Clerk 
of the Papers for every difcharge of every adtion 
And for the copy of every caufe not exceeding three 
And for each and every caufe exceeding three 

caufes — , _ — _ 

Befides the ifh apiece for each of the faid iirft 
three caufes 


£. S. D. . 
o : z : 6 

0:1:0 

0:0:4 


7th. That 
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7th. That there is due and ought to be paid to the Clerk ^ £. 
of the Papers for his Certificate of the Prifoner’s 
difcharge delivered to the Prifoner himfeif without ^0:2:6 
any regard to the number of caufes he flood charged 

And for his Certificate to the Warden of fiich") 

(0:2:6 

difcharge — — — 3 

8th. That there is due and ought to be paid to the Clerks * 

of the Inquiries on the difcharge of a Prifoner by the f o v 2 : 6 

Creditor and not by Superfedtas — — J 

\ 

14th. That there is a Fee of 5 fh 4d due to the Clerk of the Papers for 
the allowance of every Writ of Habeas Corpus and 4ft for the 
Return of the firft caufe and 2 ih fdr every other caufe and no 
more. 


l6l 

TI.EET. 


THERE is in the Prifon a Table of Rules or Orders. They 
were made at very diftant times, from the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
to the date they bear ; and fome of them partly coincide with others: 
thofe which do fo I have put together to avoid repetition, and have 
prefumed to abridge the whole. 

HILARY 3d GEORGE II. 1729. 

1. o. 3, WARDEN or Deputy to appoint Turnkeys See. with 
Arms: to flop perfons bringing Arms, and watch if an efcape be 
in agitation. 

4. Warden to diftribute charity-money. He, or his Agent, to 
keep one key of the box ■, and the Prifoners another. 


Y 


5 - 
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fleet. .5. 6 . r2. If a Mafter-fide Debtor {hall negled for three months 
to pay his chamber-rent; the Warden may, not lock him up, 
but, remove him to the Common-iide; delivering to him his 

1 

goods by a witnefled inventory. After difcharge, if legal dues 
be ftill unpaid, he may be detained in the Common-ward: the 
door of which is never to be Ihut but at night (fummer at ten, 
winter ae nine): and then a Watchman mull attend to open it 
for thofe who muft go to the yard &c. 

7. Such as attempt to efcape, or greatly milbehave, may be Ihut 
up in a clofe room or dungeon. 

N. B. It was reported to the four Judges whofe names are here 
fubfcribed, and who made inquiry concerning it, to be “ boarded 
‘ivholefome and dry.” 

8 . 18. Warden to repair the whole Houfe, Chapel, Drains &c. 
and keep all clean. To take care that Divine Service be duly 
performed, and the Sacraments adminiftred. Prifoners to attend. 

9. Against clandeftine Fleet-marriages. 

10. Those who blafpheme, curfe, fwear, or are diforderly, to be 
fet in the flocks. 

11. 13. Warder or Deputy to difpofe of the chambers, and tap: 
and fee that good order be obferved in the public rooms &c. 

14. Warden to take effedhial care that no Prifoner be carried to a 
Spunging-houfe; and that no garnish be demanded from a 
new comer. 

15. Warden to caufe a Table of Gifts and Bequejls, written in a fair 
and legible hand, to be hung up in the Hall. And to fee that 
no Prifoner be defrauded of his Hi are. None of the fervants to 
partake or diftribute. 


16 . 
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fti. Every Prifoner not worth five pounds 8cc. (As before in 
Remarks.) 

17. Two rooms to be an Infirmary for Common-Hide Debtors. No 
Prifoner obliged to fleep with one that, is difeafed. 

19. Coroner’s Inqueft upon the dead: and corps to be delivered 
to the friends, free of coft. 

20. Warden not to remove a Prifoner to the King’s Bench by 
Habeas Corpus. 

21. aa, 23, 24, 25, 26. Warden to keep books, and regifter 
commitments, courts from whence,* declarations, difeharges, 
writs of Habeas Corpus. Tipftaff and Judge’s Clerk to keep each 
a feparate book of Prifoners delivered up at a Judge’s Chamber. 

27. All thofe books, except the TipftafF’s, to be kept in the Pub¬ 
lic Office of the Clerk of the Papers; acceffibje to all perfons for 
copying &c. 

28. No Clerk, Officer, or Servant of any Judge to take a Fee 
on occafion of a petition or complaint, founded upon the fore¬ 
going Orders, or any milgovernment. 

29. That the Warden and his Officers do treat the feverai Prifoners 
in his cuftody with all tendernefs and humanity: and that fuch 
Prifoners do behave themfelves toward the Warden with that 
fubmiflion and regard which the law requires* 


R. EYRE 
ROB T PRICE 


ALEX. DENTON 
J. FORTES CUE A 
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THERE is, moreover, a little Code of Laws, eighteen in num¬ 
ber, enabled by the Mailer’s-fide Debtors, and printed by D. Jones 
1774. It eftablilhes a Prefident, a Secretary, and a Committee, 
which is to be chofen ev$ry month, and to confift of three mem¬ 
bers from each Gallery. Thefe are to meet in the Committee- 
room every Thurfday: and at other times when fummoned by the 
Cryer, at command of the Prefident, or of a majority of their own 
number. They are to raife contributions by afleflinent: to hear 
complaints: determine dilputes: levy fines > and feize goods for 
payment. Their Senfe to ‘be deemed the fenfe of the whole Houfe. 
The Prefident or Secretary to hold the calh; the Committee to dif- 
pofe of it. Their Scavenger to wafii the galleries once a week; to 
water and fweep them every morning before eight; to fweep the yard 
twice every week; and to light the lamps all over the Houfe. No 
perfon to throw out water &c. any where but at the finks in the yard. 
The Cryer may take of a Stranger a penny for calling a Prifoner to 
him; and of a Complainant two-pence for fummoning a Special 
Committee. For blafphemy, fwearing, riot, drunkennefs, &c. the 
Committee to fine at difcretion: for damaging a lamp, fine a Ihil- 
ling. They are to take from a New Comer, on the firft Sunday , 
befides the two lhillings garnish to be fpent in wine, one Ihilling 
and fix-pence 1 to be appropriated to the ufe of the Houfe. 

Common-side Prifoners to be confined to their own apartments , 
and not to allbciate with thefe law-makers, nor to ufe the fame 
conveniences. 


NEW 
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> 

IN BISHOPG ATE-STRELf, 


T HIS Prifon for Debtors who arc fre$ of the City, for Clergy- Remark. 

men, Pro&ors and Attorneys, was formerly a Bridewell to 
the London Work-houfe adjoining. 

On the ground-floor are, a long-room, a tap-room, and a kitchen. 

£ 

In each of them is a ffaircafe; leading fir/l to eleven rooms for 
Mafter-fide Debtors—viz. over the long-room, a fizeable chamber, 
and a room on each, of the two floors above: over the tap-room, 
four fmall rooms, which have iron bars at the windows, and a lamer 
room* above them: over the kitchen, a fizeable chamber, and two 
rooms above. The Common-fide Debtors are in two large garrets, 
the Foreft and Dock. 

The Prifon is out of repair. No regard has been paid to the Adi, 
which enjoins white-wafhing &c. A fmall Court-yard, with a 
Ciftern for river-water. No Infirmary. The Chapel is common to 

the Prifon and Work-houfe. 

■ 

The City allowance is ten ftone of beef a week: to which has 
been added fince the 9th of February 1776, a penny loaf a day for 
each Prifoner. The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs fend annually coals: 

and 
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and MefT rs - Calvert and Co. fend from the Peacock-brewhoufe weekly 
a generous donation of two barrels of fmall beer. Keeper’s falary, 

£ 70: Fees, fee Table. He lives diftantj but the Deputy is con- • 
/tant.and careful in his attendance, and relpefted by the Prifoners. 


1774, April 27, 
1776, March 7, 
—- May 15, 
- Dec. 26, 


Prifoners 29 

- 31 

- - 29 

- 13 


A TABLE OF FEES 


To be taken by the Keeper of his Majefty’s Prifon of Ludcate. 


Every Prifoner lhall pay at his or her coming in — 

Every Prifoner lhall pay for chamber room, bed bedding 1 } 
and Iheets, in the beft fide called the Maftcr-fide, being / 
• two in a bed, each per week — — ■' 

Every Prisoner on the fecond lodging called the Common- ■> 
fide, lhall pay for ufe of chamber-rent, bed, bedding, > 
and lheeta, two in a bed and no more, each per night J 

Every Prifoner who at his own defire lhall have a bed to -j 
himfelf in any of the beft rooms called the Malter-fide > 
lhall pay for bed bedding and Iheets per week — J 

Every Prifoner who at his own defire has a bed to himfelf} 
in the fecond lodging or Common-fide, lhall pay for f 
chamber room, bed, bedding, and Iheets per night J 


£■ 

0 


s. o. 


o : I 


Every 
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Every Prifoner in the meaneft ward, who at his own defire 
hath a bed to himfcl£ ihall pay for the ufe of bedding? 
See. per night —• — _ 3 

Every Prifoner in the meaneil ward, two in a H>ed and non 
more, for the ufe of bed bedding'&c. per night — j 

If the Prifoners find their own bedding (which the Keeper") 
ihall in no wife hinder) then they ihall pay for chamber- £ 
room if more beds than one in a room, each per week 3 

If the Prifoner hath a room to himfelf, and provide himfelf ’ 
with bed and bedding, which the Keeper is in no fort i 
to hinder him of, then he ihall pay for chamber-room 1 
per week — —- —- ' — 

The Prifoners inability to find a couch and to pay per week 


£. S. D. 
0:0:2 

o : o : 1 

0:0:3 

0:0:4 

0:0:1 


The forementioned were figned Feb? 13. 1729 by 


Aldermen 
Rf. CHER 

Alsop 

Barnard 


RAYMOND 

EYRE 

PENGELLY 


To the Keepers 
for Hatch-Fee 
at difeharge 


o : 2 : o 


To the Turnkey 
for ditto - 


} 


o 


1 : o 


The date fhews that thefe Fees were adapted to the old Prilon, 
and its lundry wards. 


ORDERED 

WHOSOEVER on the Sabbath-day ihall be abfent from Chapel 
cither at morning or evening fervicc which ever may happen, 
. unlcfs 


NEW 

LUDGATE, 
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unlefs ficknefs, lamenefs or lome other reafonable excufe be 
made appear fufficiently fatisfaftory, fhalJ pay a fine of Four- 
fence into the hands of the Steward for the time being, for' 
, every fuck omiflion": and in failure thereof not to be admitted, 
to any lhare qf the allowance or tranfient benefa&ions, which 
the following week may produce. 

Signed 

James Esdale. 


N. B. Whoever is not in Chapel 
before the fecond Lefion is 
ended, is forfeited as above. 


A LIST OF BENEFACTORS 
To the PRISON of L U D G A T E. 



£■ 

5 . D. 

« 

/:• 

S. I) 

QIR Thomas Greiham 

io : 

o : o 

Brought over - - 

18 

3 : 4 

Sir Roger Martin - 

2 : 

o : o 

Lady Mary North in bread 

3 

0 : o 

Sir John Peachy 

o : 

5 ■ 0 

Mr. William Roaper 

I 

o : o 

Sir Thomas Kneefworth 

I : 

o : o 

Mr. Thomas Datvfon 

O 

9 : O 

Mr. James Smith - 

o : 

3 : 4 

Mrs. Cooke, Widow of- 


5 : o 

Mr. John Draper - 

o : 

>3 : 4 

David Cooke 

^ 0 

Sir William Horne 

o : 

5 : o 

Mrs. Margaret Dane.' 

) 


Mr. Robert Ferebrace - 

o : 

6 : 8 

18 (lone of beef and 

f - 

. o : o 

Lady Eliz. Maurice 

i : 

o : o 

lome bread value 

J 


Sir William Peacock or) 

■ i : 

io : o 

Mr. John Heydon Aldn 

3 

o • o 

Seacock - - - ' 



Lady Mary Ram fey 

‘2 

io ; o 

Mr. Thomas Cottle 



Mr. Peter Blundell 

4 

o : o 

hind quarter of beef, ] 

h 

o : o 

Mr. John Bennet 

i 

o : o 

and a peck of oatmeal 


Mrs. Holligrave, Widow 

0 

5 : O 

value - 

J 


Mr. Robert Rogers 

l 

O : 0 

Carried over - £18 : 

3 = 4 

Carried over 

£ 3 S 

12 : 4 




• 


Brought 
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£. S. D. 

Brought over 

35 = iz : 4 

Brought over 

44 : 

Air. H-gh Offley - 

<3 : j : 0 

Lady Mary Carew - 

2 : 0:0 

Mrs. Joan Sanbeck 

1 : 0:9 

Mr. John Jackfon - 

1 : 0 : c» 

Mr. John Symmonds 

O 

•**- 

O 

Sir Ralph Freeman 

0 

0 

• 

W\ 

Mr. John Marin 

O 

O 

Dr. Lancelot Andrews 

5 : 0:0 

Mr. John Woolet 

\ : 0:0 

Sir Thomas Cullum 

O 

O 

ro 

Mr. William Parker 

1 : J.0 : 0 

George Humble, Efq. 

14 : 0:0 

Mr. Thotras Chapman 

0 : 6:0 

Mr. Merrydith 

1 : 2 : c 

Mr. R' haH Jacob 

2 : 0:0 

Mr. John Corbett 

2 : 10 : 0 

Mt James Hodgfon 

0 : 10 : 0 

Lady Rich 

O 

0 

O 

Mr. juh,’ Kendrick 

1 : to : 0 

John Holby, Efq. 

• 22 : 0:0 

Carrie* jfr 

£44 = 2:4 

. Total - 

£129 : 14 : + 

Mrs. Mary "ret Symcott every eighth week five ihillings worth of 

| I : 12 : 6 

penny Haves, i. e. 

annually 

- 


Z ais .s called Eleanor G wynn’s Bread. 


Mr 1 1 jmas Stretenley every third year £ 

z. and £4 to difeharge 

l 

> HiKiers ever f 5th year 


5 

Mis. K’v. Miffon the yearly produce 

of £200 3 per cent. 

i 6 : 0 : c 

\nnuitys ^for r.ieat bread and coals 

- 

5 

Cl... r,* J nden yearly 

. 

3 2:6 

Worfh.ptui 1 C^inpy of Mercers the yearly intereft of £45 14:1 

} , : 7 : 0 

old S. £. annuities, about 

» 

5 



Total 

£«+» : : 4 

Tm. Sums are 

called in my Copy, Yearly &c. 

Gifts of the 

refpettive Donors. 

I underftand it to mean Bequefts for 

ever. 


i 69 
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POULTRY CO.MPTER. 

KEEPER, CbriJtopber*Hayes, who purchafed of the City for life • 

and has fometimes let it. 

Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, - £0 : 15 : 8 
Felons, - o : 13 : 4 

Tranfports, taken from the Old Bailey by Mr. Akcrman. 
Licence, for Beer and Wine. Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, a penny loaf a day. (See Remarks.) 
Felons, a penny loaf a day. 


Gamilh, Debtors, £0:4:8. 

It is called Ward-dues 

Felons, 0:1:6 

for Candles &c. 

* 

Number of - - Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1774, April a6, 77 - 

10 , 

1776, March 12, 72 

6 

- May 15, 90 

11 

- Dec. 3, $3 - 

0 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Dr. ftrujler. 



Duty—Every other Sunday evening. (See Remarks.) 
Salaty, ^JO- 


SURGEON, None. 

FOR Mafter’s-fide Debtors there are about fifteen rooms between 
the inner and outer gates. For Common-fide Debtors, fix wards 
within the inner gate, two of them on the ground-floor, viz. the 

King's 


Remarks. 
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King’s Ward , in which were twenty-four Debtors; and the Prince’s poultry 

Ward, nine Debtors. In each of thefe wards, fome Prifoners (for C0MPTER * 

want of more room) fleep on a broad fhelf or cabin over thofe on 

the lower beds. Above thofe wards ar^ the Middle Ward, in it' 

were twenty Debtors; and the Women’s Ward, two Debtors. Above 

them are the Upper Ward, eleven Debtors j and the Jews Ward*, 

four Jew Debtors. Near the middle ward, on the farrte floor, is a 

clofe darkifh room for the fick. In each ward, a fire-place. The 

rooms are out of repair: and no regard has been paid to the late A <51 

for white-wafhing &c. but the Debtors keep the floors very clean. 

The yard is fmall, but that alfo is clean: the water conttantly 
running. * 

The Tap-room is in the Court-yard. Adjoining to it is the 
Felons Day-room, the Bell. Their Night-rooms, one for men, an¬ 
other for women, are up flairs. But the women’s room was once 
occupied for a work-fhop by a Prifoner, a cooper j and the women 
flept in the Bell below. No draw or bedding. 

On one fide of the Court-yard is a Chapel; with a narrow gallery 
all round for Mafler’s-fide Debtors. A man who is not in orders 
preaches on Sunday mornings ■, and gives the Prifoners books, or a 
little money: they fpoke of him refpedfully. The Chapel, and in¬ 
deed the whole of this Prilon, is quite out of repair. 

At the roof of the Prifon, all round, are fpacious leads, on which 
the Mafter’s-fide Debtors are fometimes allowed to walk: but then 
the Keeper is with them: for the leads communicate with the ad- 

• It were to be wifhed that in other Prifons, thofe people had the generous and 
juft indulgence of being kept feparate. 

Za 


joining 
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joining hovfes, one of which affords a ready efcape from fo clofe a 
Pr ifon in cale of fire. 

« 

Besides the penny loaf a day, which is from the Chamber of 

t 

London, there are fome Legacies: and the Prifoners (the Debtors) • 
have alfo from the Peacock-brew’houie (Meff 15 - Calvert’s and Co.) 
a kind donation of two barrels of fmall beer a week. 

r 

In this Prifon eight men had with them their wives and nineteen 
children. The other Prifoners, I learned, had forty-four wives and 
one hundred and forty-fourchildren, not in the Gaol. 

The Claufes of the Aft againft Spirituous Liquors are not hungup. 

t 

The Keeper pays the City £30 a year, rent, which is refunded to 
him for the Fees of the pooreft Prifoners. 


POULTRY COMPTER viz. 

A TABLE of FEES taken by the Warden, Gaoler, or Keeper of 
the Poultry Compter within the City of London for any Prifoner 
or Prifoners Commitment or coming into Gaol, or Chamber-Rent 
there, or Difcharge from thence, in any civil action fettled and 
eftablilhed the 15th January, in the jd year of the reign of King 
George II. and in the year of our Lord 1729 purfuant to an Aft 
of Parliament lately made, entitled “ An Aft for the Relief of 
Debtors with reipeft to the Imprifonment of their Perfons.” 


Every Prifoner who at his own delire lhail go into the bell 
ward on the Maller-fide lhail pay to the Keeper for his 
Entrance Fee _ _ __ 


1 


£■ s. . 

0:3: 


D. 


o 


To the Turnkeys for foch entrance — 0:1:0 

Every Prifoner in the bed ward on the Mafter-fide to pay 7 

to the Keeper for his Difcharging Fee — ) 10 


To 
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3 

6 

2 


£• $■ 

To the Turnkeys upon fuch difcharge — o : i 

Every fuch Prifoner in the belt ward on the Mafter-fide,. 
who at his own defire ihall have a bed to himfelf to pay( 
for chamber-room ufe of bed bedding and (heets, to( 
pay to the Keeper per week 

If two in a bed, and no more—for chamber room, ufe of" 
bed bedding and iheets to pay to the Keeper each per \ 
week — — — 

In the fecond ward on the Mailer-fidc to the Keeper for 7 . 

their entrance fee to pay — ~ j 

To the Keeper on their difcharge —- — o 

To the Turnkeys on fuch difcharge — O 

Every fuch Prifoner at his own defire ihall have a bed to him 

or herfelf to pay for chamber, ufe of bed bedding and > o : 
iheets to the Keeper per week — — 

If two in a bed and no more to pay for chamber room ufe 7 
of bed bedding and iheets, each per week — j 

In the third ward commonly called the fifteenpenny ward "> 
entrance nothing, when difeharged to the Keeper y 
To the Turnkeys on fuch difcharge — o : 

Every fuch Prifoner (hall have at his own defire a bed to-v 

him, or herfelf to pay to the Keeper for chamber room > o : 
for the ufe of bed bedding and iheets, per week J 

If two in a bed and no more, to pay for chamber room ufe" 
of bed bedding and iheets, each per week — 

In the fourth or common ward, for entrance and lodging 
nothing 

When difeharged to the Keeper —> — 

To the Turnkey on fuch difcharge —• *— 


o 

0 


D. 

o 


10 

o 


o ; o 


6 

2 


O 

0 
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WOOD-STREET QOMPTER. 

KEEPER, John Kerby . 

Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, - £o : 15 •• 8 

Felons, - o : 11 : 6 

Tranfports, taken from the Old Bailey by Mr. Akerman. 
Licence,, for Beer and Wine. Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, ? a p Cnn y j oa f a ( j a y > s§ ee Remarks.) 
Felons, ■> 

Garnilh, £ 0:1:2 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774 , 

March 1, 

9 i " " 3 

1776, 

1 

1 

1 

M 

w 

71 - - 36 


May 10, 

69 - - 3 

* 777 > 

Jan. 10, 

vo 

C* 

1 

1 

VO 

00 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Naijh. 

' Duty —Sunday (conftant). 

Salary, £30. 

SURGEON, None. (See Remarks.) 

THIS Prifon, built, as appears by infcription on the front, in 
1670, has only a fniall Court-yard or Pafiage for all Prifoners. 
Many apartments: yet but two rooms for Common-fidc Debtors: 
that for the men, which is their day-room, night-room, and kitchen, 
with a copper &c. is dark and dirty j about thirty-five feet by 

. eighteen, 
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eighteen, and fixteen feet high} far too fmall for the number of 
Prifoners; many of whom deep in twenty-three beds which are on 

3 

three /lories of galleries, or broad /helves. At one of my vifits there 
were in this room thirty-nine Debtors} feven of them had their 
wives and children. The room fwkrms with bugs. The day and 
night-room for Women Debtors is more lightfome: in it were only 
two Prifoners. Beyond it is a room ruinous, and fit for no ufe. 

For Men Felons there are two rooms: and two for Women: one 
of thefe is a dark cell. No bedding or ftraw. Thofe who choofe a 
bed pay a /hilling a night: or elfe ten /hillings and fix-pence 
floorage, and three /hillings and fix-pence a .week. 

Near thofe four rooms are twenty-three rooms for Ma/ler’s-fide 
Debtors. 

In the Court-yard is the Chapel: and under it the Tap-room, 
down fixteen fteps. 

Ali. the rooms aforefaid are within the inner gate} between which 
and the outer gate (i. e. in the Keeper’s houfe) are more rooms for 
Mafter’s-fide Debtors. 

The Prifon is greatly out of repair: the main wall on one fide, 
fliored and propped. No Infirmary. 

The Keeper pays to the Chamber of London £30 a year rent, 
which is repaid him for Fees of the pooreft Prifoners. He alfo pays 
Window-tax ^5:1:0. 

I learned from him that in the beginning of the year 1773 his 
Prifoners were fick.lv, and eleven died. Since that time the Go¬ 
vernors of the General Difpenlary have iliewn a kind attention to 
thefe poor people; and ordered their Phyfician, Dr. Lettfc-n, to 

vifit 


WOOD- 
STREET 
CO MI’ TER. 
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vifit them. He is efteemed by the Prifoners: and at my laft vifits, 
all were well. 

The allowance of a penny loaf is from the Chamber of London. 
Debtors (lome of whom are from die Court of Confcience) liavd 
from the’ Peacock-brewhoufe (MefT fS - Calvert and Co.) a donation 
of two barrels of imall beer a week: and from the Sheriffs thirty-two 
pounds of beef on Saturday. JVlr. Taylor, formerly a baker, has for 
fome years fent them weekly a large leg and fhin of beef. 

There are many Legacies for Common-fide Debtors, who receive 
them quarterly. The annual amount is £59 : 2 : 11. 

Some years fince, there came once a fortnight to Common-fide 
Debtors in this Prifon, nine ftone of beef, and fourteen quartern 
loaves: and the like relief to other Prifons alfo. The Charitable 
Hand was concealed> till, the.Donation failing on the death of the 
amiable Princefs Caroline } it was fuppofed that her Highnefs had 
been the generous Benefa&refs. And upon reprefenting to the Lady 
who had been Almoner to the Princefs, the diftrefs of the Prifoners, 
flie obtained from the King a Renewal of the Charity; which was 
continued during his Majefty’s life. 


A TABLE of the FEES to be paid by the Prifoners in 
Wood-street Compter. 


For every Debtor that hath a room on the Mafter-fide, 
for his or her entrance or floorage 
For his or her rent per week provided the Keeper find 
b?d, bedding and facets - 


£■ 
o : 


o : 


S. 


5 i 


D. 


o 


If 



LONDON. 


If two iii one room, to pay weekly each of them - - 
If Debtor or Debtors profidc their own bed bedding, &c. ■ 
to pay for one or two in one room, weekly for the] 


« JB £ / Each Dc 
”5 l o f If on the 

W O J 


Debtor on his or her difeharge 
the Mafler-Side ... 


For every Debtor in the ward called the fifteen penny- 
ward—if the Keeper provide bed bedding and one j 
(licet — weekly - - *- 

For every Debtor on the KeepcrVSide, on his or her en¬ 
trance there, to pay - - - - - - 

For each room—to pay weekly - .... 

All Perfons in any of the Charity Wards to pay no entrance, 
or rent - - - 

For every Prifoner committed for felony, mifdemeanour or 
aflault on his or her difeharge, (except by proclama¬ 
tion at a Gaol delivery, then nothing) 

For the copy of commitment - - 


8 : o 


V-'OOD- 

STRKr.T 

COMPTdR. 
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BRIDEWELL 

c 

« 

IN BLACK-FRYARS. 


T HIS building was formerly a Palace, near St. Bridget’s 
(St. Bride’s) Well; from whence it had the name; which, 
after it became a Prifon, was applied to other Prifons of the fame 
fort *. It was given to the City by King Edward VI. in 155 2. 

That part of Bridewell which relates to my fubjecl has wards for 
men and women quite feparate.—The men’s ward on the ground- 
floor is a day-room in which they beat hemp; and, down a ftep, 
their night-room. One of the upper chambers is fitting up for an 
Infirmary.—The women’s ward is a day-room on the ground-floor, 
in which they beat hemp; and a night-room over it. I was told 
that the chamber above this is to be fitted up for an Infirmary. The 
fick have, hitherto, been commonly fent to St. Bartholomew’s 
Hofpital: All the Prifoners are kept within doors. 

The women’s rooms are large, and have oppofite windows, for 
frefh air. Their ward, as well as the men’s, has plenty of water: 
and there is a Hand-Ventilator on the outfide, with a tube to each 
room of the women’s ward. This is of great fervice, when the rooms 
are crowded with Prifoners, and the weather is warm. 

The Prifoners are employed by a Hemp-drefler, who has the 


• John Con’s Dictionary. 


profit 
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profit of their labour, an apartment in the Prifon, and a falary of 
/‘14. I generally found them at work: they are provided for, fo as 
to be able to perform it. The hours of work are in winter from 
.eight to four; in fummer from fix to fix, deducing meal-times. 
The Steward is allowed eight-pence a day for the maintenance of 
each Prifoner ; and contracts to fupply them as follows—On Sunday, 
Monday, Tuefday and Thurfday, a penny loaf, ten ouncus of drefled 
beef without bone, broth, and three pints of ten fiiilling beer: on 
Wednefday, Friday, and Saturday, a penny loaf, four ounces of 
cheefe or fome butter, a pint of milk-pottage, and three pints of ten 
fiiilling beer. 

The Porter or Keeper is 'John Brown. Salary £%o ; no Fees. 
To the women’s ward there is a Matron, Sarah Lyon, Salary £60. 
She takes care of the fick, both men and women; and is allowed a 
fiiilling a day for thofe that are put on the fick diet. 

Ix Bridewell is a* Public Chapel: the Prifoners go thither on 
Sunday morning (except fuch as are, in a manner, deftitute of ap¬ 
parel) : the men and women feparated from each other, and from 
the reil of the congregation. 

On the walls of the Flail and Court-room are hung up many 

Tables of very confidence Gifts and Legacies to this Hofpital, in 

common with others: fufficient, one would think, to have mad.* 
this Prifon more commodious, by providing feveral work-rooms, 
and lodging-rooms, for keeping the Prifoners more feparate. 

In winter they have fome firing. The night-rooms are fupplied 
with draw. No other Prifon in London has any ftraw or other 
bedding. 


BRIDE¬ 

WELL. 


A a : 


TO 
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BRIDE_ TO this Prifon were committed, 

WELL. 

In the year - 1*772, - Priioners 1709. 

177 3 > " - -111 

I 774 » - - - 80S 

‘ 1775, - - ‘ i ° 8 4 

I found there in 1776, March 13, Prifoners - 20 

May 1, - - 7 

Dec. 3, - 24 

At my laft vifit the Infirmaries were fmilhed. 


THE Bridewell Boys are upon a quite different Foundation, 
and foreign to my fubjeft. 


NEW 
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NEW PRISON CLERKENWELL. 

GAOLER, James Elmore. 

Salary, ^30. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, - ,£0:7:0 

Tranfports, the Expence. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. The Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, a penny loaf a day. , 

Garni fli, - ,£0:1:4. 


Number of - - Felons &c. 

1774, April 22, - 87 

1776, March 5, - 37 

- * May io, - 83 

- Nov. 13, - 58 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Richards. 

Duty —Sunday twice; Tuefday and Thurfdav Prayers. 
Salary, /50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Cibbcs. 

Salary, /Y>o, for this Prifon and the Bridewell. 


THIS PRISON, built in 1775, is much more commodious than 
the former of the lame name. Over the gate-way are two rooms, 
called Night-Charges, for Prifoncrs brought in the night, to be 

examined by a Magiftrate next day. In one of them are Keeper s 

beds. 
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S '. \v prison - beds. From that outer gate you pals on to the gate of the Men’s 
c/.ERKtx- Couft-vard on the right hand, and of the Women’s to the left. To 

HELL. 0 , 

each you defeend leven Iteps. In the Men’s Court is a large open ' 
* Hied, which is their day-room. The roof too low for the depth: it, 
has a chimney. Their night-watd, into which tiiey are not per¬ 
mitted to go in the day-time, that the air in it may be cool and 
frefh, is a houfe on the other fide of the yard, divided into two 
parts. Each part has a room on the ground-floor, a chamber, and 
an upper room. In one part each of thefe rooms is thirty feet by 
thirty-one: in the other'part, thirty by twenty: near ten feet 
high; well planked all over: no chimneys. For the purpofe of 
tranfmitting air, every room has in front, to the yard, two windows; 
and backwards three, with iron bars, and Flutters; but, very pro¬ 
perly, no glals. Barrack-beds in every room; but in each of the 
two chambers and in one of the lower rooms are other beds for thofe 
who pay three (hillings and fix-pence a week : when thefe beds are 
occupied, no Prifoners fleep on the barrack-beds in thofe rooms. 
In this Court is a lock-up room for the unruly. All the flairs arc 
ltone. 

On one fide of the Women’s Court is their day-room; with a 
fire-place. Their night-rooms are—one on the ground-floor ranging 
with the day-room, and called the Low War’d, ; twenty-one feet by 
feventeen, and ten feet high—a chamber over it of the fame fize— 
and a paflage or galley over the day-room : on the back of it are 
five cabins or cupboards, each ten feet by five feet eight inches, 
with a barrack-bed for two prifoners. Thefe clofets will be very 
unwholelbme * having no air but from grates over the doors into the 
gallery. The two larger night-rooms have windows only in front. 

Iron 
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Iron bars and fhutters: no glafs. The windows of both the Men’s new prison 
and Women’s Ward are (as they fhould be) too high for them to CLtRKEV “ 

, . • ° WILL. 

look out. 


. The ground-floors, and the Men’s Court-yard, are paved. .The 
Women’s, they told me, is to be paved alfo. 

There is a Pump in each Court; and the New-River water is 
laid in : but not directly from the Main, and conftantly on, as it is 
at the neighbouring Prilon. 

A chapel, almoft finifhed; which is to be common to this Prifon 
and the Bridewell. Men of the two different prifons to be on oppofite 
fides below; and women in oppofite galleries. There is a room 
above it which lowers the ceiling. This circumftance, and the chapel 
not being large, will endanger its being offenfive. 

The Tap-Room is near the outer gate. Prifoners do not come in¬ 
to it; but take their liquor at a wicket made for that purpofe in the 
wall, that feparates it from them. No infirmary: no bedding or 
draw. 

» 

A matron has £ 5 Hilary out of the Gaoler*6 / 30. In July 1775 
the Juftices thought fit to raife his fees from 5 s. 6d. to 7 s. 

A generous Benefa&or (a falefman in Smithfield) often fends the 
Prifoners beef and bread. They have occafionally other fmall dona¬ 
tions. 

In the gate-way is a board on which is paintro as follows. 


MIDDLE 
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NEW PRISON 

ivn.L, 


MIDDLESEX. 

« 


A TABLE. OF FEES 


Taken by the Keeper of New-Prison Clerkenwei.l. 


For keeping and difcharging every perfon committed by 7 
warrant of commitmefit — — 5 

For turning the key at every fuchperfon’s difchargc — 
For going with any perfon before a juftice — 

For a copy of commitment — — — 

Prifoners brought in by conftablcs bf the night, and carried 
before Jufticcs of the Peace and difeharged, to p.iy two > 
ihillings for his or her difeharge — — J 


£. S. D. 

0:6:0 

0:1:0 

0:1:0 

0:1:4 

0:2:0 


No fpirituous liquors allowed ta be brought in here. • 


CLERKEN- 
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CLERKENWELL BRIDEWELL. 

KEEPER, Edward Hall. 

Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, - - £0:7:0 

Tranfports, taken from Court by Mr. Akerman. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 
Garnifii, - 

a penny loaf 

£0:1:4 

a day. • 

Number of 


Prifoners. 

» 774 » 

April 22, 

- 87 

1776 , 

March 8, 

93 

• 

May 10, 

- Ir 3 

— 

Nov. 13, 

136 

* I 777 > 

Jan. 10, 

108 (See Remarks.) 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Richards. 

Duty — Thurfday. 

Salary 

SURGEON, Mr. Gibbes. 

Salary, (See New Prijon.) 

• 

OVER the Gate, two new rooms for Night-Charges, as at the Remarks, 
New Prifon. In the Pril'on men and women have feparate Court¬ 
yards and Wards. The men have in their Court-yard three hieds for 

B b day- 
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ceexkev- day-rooms: one fix feet by fix teen, the other two fix by tea each; 

' Vi LL full eight feet high. Their night-rooms oppofite on the ground- 

101/iiLL• ( i 

floor, one for Fines, and one for other Offenders, are about twenty • 
'feet by fourteen each; with barrack-beds. One of them was ib t 
crowded, that fome Prifoners flept*in hammocks hung to the ceiling. 
Over thefe night-rooms are chambers with beds for thole who pay 
three fhillings and fix-pence a week. In another part of the yard is 

a Hemp-fhop or Work-fhop: through it you pals to fix little 

Work-lhops for faulty Apprentices; feven feet by three and a half 
each: fronting thefe are tKeir fix night-rooms, rather larger than the 
(hops; all on the ground-floor. 

C 

In the Women’s Court are three flieds or day-rooms; fame fize as 
thole-of the men; with a hemp-fhop or work-fhop. Over this, and 
the men’s work-fhop, is a long gallery or paflage; on the back of 
which are twelve dark unwholfbme night-rooms for women; nine 
feet by feven each, and ten and a half high:, in fome of them are 
beds for thofe who pay. 

The Prifon is much out of repair. It has not been ib much as 
white-wafhed for years: but in November 1776 the rooms were 
clean, and but one perfon fick; a woman who lay on the floor. No 
draw. No Infirmary. I faw but few at work: fometimes none at 
all. A Matron has ^5 a year. 

The Keeper pays Window-tax; and £2 a year for New-River 
water; which is direfUy from the Main, and always on. Bolides 
this they have good water at a pump in each court-yard. 

The Keeper had a Salary of £50; but in July 1775 J u ft‘ a ' s 
took off the Salary, and augmented the Fees from five fhillings and 

fix- 



fix-pence to feven /hillings. At the fame time, in lieu of Fees from 
Acquitted Prifoners, which were cancelled by the late Aft, they 
paid the Keeper at the rate of £20 a year from the time when that 
• Aft took place. 

To this Bridewell, among Criminals, are committed Debtors 
from the Court of Confidence: they are difcharged aftef forty days. 
Of thefe, at my la/t vifit, there were three. 

Of the one hundred and eight in January laft, above thirty were 
Fines, that is, Criminals committed for a term of years, to five or 
fix. Some of thefe, and of the others, were fick. They complained 
to me of fore feet, which the Turnkey faid were quite black. The 
fick were for the mod part women of the pooreft fort; not able to 
pay for beds. There were, in the whole, near as many women- 
prifoners as men. 

Ok late they have made the men and women change wards and 
courts; thofe in which the women were before being thought 
flrongeft. 


Middle/ex. A T the General Quarter Selfions of the Peace— 

A holden in and for the County of Middlcfex at 
Hicks’s Hall—-(by Adjournment)—-13th of July-—15th year—- 
of GEORGE III. &c. 


CLERKEN- 

WII.L 

BRIDEWELL. 


B b 2 


A TABLE 
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CLERKEN’- . 
WELL 

BRIDEWELL 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken at the Houle of Conedion 

* 

0 

at Clerkenwell. 


£• s ■ °- 

For keeping and difeharging every Prifoner committed by 

Warrant, and taming the key at every fuch Prifoner’s r o •. 7 : o • 
difeharge —' — — 

For a Copy of every Commitment — — 0:1:4 

For going with any Ptifonet before a Jutliee — 0:1:0 

Prifoners brought in by Conltables of the Night and carried 7 Q ^ 
before a Juftice — — — $ 


By the Court, 

B c T L e it. 


WHIT 
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WHITE CHAPEL PRISON, 

FOR DEBTORS. 

T HIS is a PrifonforthcLibertyandManorofStepney; and Remark:, 
Hackney. The former includes, by a printed Lift which I 
have, towns, parifhe% villages, ftreets, lanes, &c. to the number 
of forty-fix; and was granted by King Edward VI. to Lord 
li'ciitivonb, and his Heirs fbr ever. 

In it are confined t hole whole debts are above and under £5. 

The Maller’s-fide Prifoners have four fizeable chambers, fronting the 
load ; i. e. two on each ftory. They pay two fhillings and fix-pence 
a week; and lie two in a bed ; two beds in a room. The Common- 
fide Debtors are in two long rooms in the Court-yard, near the 
Tap-room. Men in one room, women in the other: the Court¬ 
yard in common. They hang out a begging-box from a little clofe: 
in the front of the Houfe; and attend it in turn. It brings them 
onlv a few pence a day: and of this pittance, none partake but thole 
who at Entrance have paid the Keeper two {hillings'and fix-pence ; 
and treated the Prifoners with half a gallon of beer. The laft time I 
was there no more than three had purchafed this privilege. 

Tin: Prii'on is out of repair. The Keeper, George Gamd, is an 
Officer: he pays Rent / ;o to the Lady of the Manor; and keeps 
the Tap: Window-tax above/j, Pees £0:8: 1. No Table: but 
in November laft I law a paper hung up, on which was written as 
folE-vs: 


A TABLE 
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CHAT El.. 

A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Keeper of this Prifon, 

/■ s. D. 

< 

For the di/charge of evetj per /on upon any civil aiflion, ] 
, procefs or execution — — — 1 

► 0:8:1 

> 


For every perfon who choo/es to*lay on the Mafter-fidc, ~ ( 
for the firft night — — — J 

1 

0:2:0 

t 


For every perfon who choofes to lie on the Mailer-ftdc "J 
after the firft night to pay every week — ' 

J 0:2:6 

) 


George Garred Keeper ioth Auguft 1776. 

« 

At the fame time I faw another paper intitled Rules and Orders to 
be cbjerved in this Prifon. , It is dated Aug. 6. 1776. The firit Rule 
is “ That every perfon who comes into this Prifon as a Prifoner, 
lliall pay for his Garnijb two {hillings and ten-pence halfpenny.” 

The Claufes of the A<ft againll Spirituous Liquors arc hung up. 

At my firfl vifit there were on the Common-fide two Pri loners 
in hammocks, fick and very poor.—No Chaplain. A compafTionate 
Man, who is not a regular Clergyman, fometimes preaches to them 
on Sunday; and gives them fome fmall relief. 

Lady Townsend fends a Guinea twice a year, which her Servant 
d I (tributes equally among the Prifoners. 

As Debtors here are generally very poor, I was furprizcd to fee 
once ten or twelve noify men at {kittles; but the Turnkey laid they 
were only vifitants. I found they were admitted here as at another 
public houfe. No Prifoners were at play with them. 

1774, April 27, Prifoners 25 

1776, May 7, - - 23 

- Nov. 13, - - 20 

1777, Jan. 8, - - 27 

. TOWER 
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T O W E R HAMLETS G A O L, 


IN WEU-CLOSE qjj are. 


T HIS Prifon is at a Public-houfe, kept by an honefl Swede, 
who is Gaoler. There is a Court-room in the Hqufe for the 
Tower Hamlets. The Prilon-yard is one hundred and fixteen feet 
by eighteen, latticed over head. At one end, are two large rooms ; 
of which little ule has been nude fmce the laftwar; when French 
Pril'oners were kept in them. The prefent Prifon-rooms are towards 
the other end of the yard: on the grouncl-fioor is a day-room or 
clolet about five feet and a half by three and a half, with a chimney. 
Up flairs are three night-rooms. The Prifon is out of repair, and 
not fecure. Keeper no Hilary. Fees, £o : 9 : 1. No Table. Al¬ 
lowance, a penny a day. No ilraw. 

1774, April 29, Prifoner 1 

I?76, March 9, - - o 

- May 17, - - x 


Remark;. 


St. CATHARINE’S PRISON, 

FOR DEBTORS. 

t 

T HIS Prifon, rebuilt about leven years ago, is a fmall Houfe 
of two (lories; two rooms on a floor. In* April 1774 there 
was a Keeper, but no Pril'oners. I have fince that called two or 
three rimes; and always found the Houle uninhabited. 


THE 
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Jt£M 4 RK*. 


THE SAVOY. 


T HIS Prilon for Soldiers, has two rooms called the Giuvd 
Rogms; becaufe in them are confined Offenders who are 
of the King’s Guards. The remainder of the building near the gate 
is the Keeper’s Houfe. On the oppofite fide of the yard, is a large 
room down five fteps, the Hall: the rooms over it ufelefs. On the 
left-hand fide of the yard is another hall, not fo large: at each end 
of it is a room with barlack bedheads and beds; both rooms very 
dole and unhealthy. Over them are other barrack-rooms, lbrne- 
what more airy: one of them. No. 4, is tolerable, and has oppofite 
windows. There is, befides, the Black Hole, the Condemn'd Hold, 

the Cock Pit, and feveral other parts of this irregular building, 

« 

which I pafs over. 

March 15, 1776, there were 119 PrifonerS*; of whom 49 were 
Tranfports. I faw many fick and dying. The Gaol was fo infected 
by them, that the Diftemper has been caught there by many fince : 
and if it be not thoroughly purified, it will deltroy many more.— 
The whole is indeed much out of repair; hardly any part of it 
fecure. 

May 25, Prifoners 37. Many of them fick of the Gaol-Diltemper, 
in the rooms where I faw the fick and dying in March.—Keeper, 
Captain Jack/on: Salary, £ 50 : no Fees: he pays Land-tax, 
Window-tax, Water, &c. 


TOTHILL- 
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TOTHILL-TIELDS BRIDEWELL. 
KEEPER, George JSmith. 

Salary, £$o, paying the Widow of the foi.ner Keeper £10* 
Fees, 0:5:2. 

Tranfports, taken by Mr. Akerman, 

Licence, for Beer and Wine, 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, a penny loaf, and a penny a day each. 
Garnilh, £0:1 : 4. 


Number of Prifoners. 

1774, April 22, - 38 

1775, March 4, - 109 

1776, * March 6, - 86 

- May 3, - 75 

* 777 , J an - 8 > * 110 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Glover . 

Salary, £20. 


THIS Prifon has—For men, two day-rooms and three nigjit- 
rooms-*-For faulty apprentices, 6ve fmall rooms—For women, a 
day-room, and four night-rooms. All the night-rooms have bar¬ 
rack-beds. They are conftantly walhed every day; and are quite 
wholefomc. The Prifoners wafli their hands and faces every morning 
before they come for their allowance. No ftraw. No Infirmary. 

C c A little 
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TOTHILL- 

FIELDS 

BRIDEWELL. 


A little room ufed as a Surgery. A Chapel, in which Mr. Smith 

reads a Chapter, and part of the Prayer-Book every morning. 

• , 

The* women fhould have another day-room: and one of the 
day-rpoms for men fhoulcl be enlarged. There would then be lefs 
quarreling among them: and Prifoners who are now idle might 
be employed. The Court-yards adjacent might alfo be enlarged. 
All the rooms for women and their court-yard, and the men’s 
night-rooms would be more airy if the Garden Pales were fet far¬ 
ther off. I know Mr. Smith would with pleafure fee part of his 
Garden facrificed to thefe Improvements. He pays Window-tax 
£2:4: o, and Water £2^ Over the Gate is a paper with this in- 
fcription: “ No perfon admitted into this Prifon on a Sunday after 
nine o’clock in the morning until five in the evening.” 

In my lall vifit, there were among the Felons, two Debtors from 

the Court of Confcience: one for £ o: 17 : 6, the other for £0:14: 1. 

« 

FEES allowed for the Governor of Tothill-fields-Bridewell, 
as by Order of Court January Sefiions 177*2. 

C S. D. 

For Commitment and Difcharge of a Prifoner by Warrant 0:4:2 
For the Turnkey — — — 0:1:0 

Copy of Commitment — — — 0:1:4 

For a Night’s Charge — —- — 0:1:0 

Signed in open Court by 

Jambs Fielding 
George S. Bradshaw 
George Ried 
Aaron Lamb 


WEST- 
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WESTMINSTER GATE-HOUSE. 

T HIS Prifon, the property \>f the Dean and Chapter, is over 
two gate-ways. It has three floors, five rooms on each; in 
which have been fometimes near a hundred Prifoncrs^ but it is 
now fo* ruinous, that none are fent to it. All are committed to 
Tothill-fields Bridewell, which, in confequence, is overcrowded; 
and befides (as was there noted) Debtors, even from the Court of 
Confcience, are confined at night, (as well as in the day-time) with 
Criminals: which is contrary to the ftatute of 2 ad and 23d Car. II. 

I have from the very old Keeper the particulars of Rent, Fees 
&c. but as the Prifon is now ufelefs, I will not tranferibe them. 


N. B. Since writing the above the Gate-Houfe is taken down. 




Remarks. 
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ill MARKS. 


THE K I N G’s BENCH PRISON, 

< 

i 

FOR DEBTORS. 


MARSHAL, Thomas Thomas , Efq. 

Deputy Marshal, Thomas Mar/ott, Efq. 

Salary 

Fees, - See Table. 

Licence, for Beer .and Wine. The Tap let- 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnifh, £0:2:0. 

Number - - In the Houfe. In the Rules. 

c 

1774, April 26, - 324 - - 100 

1776,, Jan. 28, - 364 - - 80 

- May -- (See Remarks.) 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Evans. 

Duty—Sunday once; the Sacrament once a month. 
Salary, £0 : 2 : o on every Commitment. 

SURGEON, None. 


THIS PRISON is part Old Buildings, part New.. 

The Old Buildings are—A Coffee-room juft within the Gate:—and 
a Street called King-Jlreet. On the right hand is the Tap-houfe j and 
four houfes for Prifoners: each, confifting of a ground-floor, and two 

floors 



SOUTHWARK. 

floors of chambers j four rooms on each floor; near ten feet fquare, 
and feven high. On the left hand fide of the ftreet is the Chapel; 

, and fix houfcs for Prifonefrs j of equal depth with the former houfes : 
but the back-rooms have not, as the former have, communication 
‘with the fore-rooms. At the hithpr end of the fore-rooms, oA the 
ground-floor, is a common Kitchen, much too fmall. The Cook, 
a Prifoner, has the room over it. Thefe houfes aifo have ground- 
rooms, and two floors of chambers. All the rooms fronting King- 
ftrcet, and the whole of the houfes on the other fide the way, are fot 
Mafter-fidc Debtors j who pay for each room unfurnifhed a (hilling 
a week. 

The back part of the left hand Row* is the Common-fide: the 
doors in the back front. The firft: room on the ground-floor they 
call their Court-room. The two houfes at the farther end have fix 
rooms each, for Crown-Debtors and Fines •, and are called Crown- 
Court. The reft of this range on all the three floors w for Common- 
fide Debtors. 

At the farther end of King-ftreet, in a fmall Court inclofed from 
the reft of the yard, is a building called the State-house ; confut¬ 
ing of ground-floors, and two floors of chambers j four fizeable 
rooms on each floor; total twelve. A Debtor who choofes to be 
here, pays the Marfhal eight to ten guineas for his whole time; be- 
fides a (lulling a week, like other Mafter-fide Debtors. 

All thefe old buildings are out of repair. 

The New Buildings are—Firft, a houfe at the gate for the Turn¬ 
key. The chambers are very convenient} and let at prefent to a 
Prifoner who pays a very high rent.—But the principal new building 
is at the farther end of the yard. The two parts of it form a right 

angle. 
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angle. One part is four houfes, with four ground rooms to each j 
and the fame number of chambers on each of the three floors above: 
total fixty-four. The rooms are about thirteen feet by eleven, and, 
' about eight feet high. The other part, (the wing) is built as the 
Fleet Prifotii but more airy apd commodious. It has the fame 
number of floors as the other part. On each floor is a paflage /even 
feet and a half wide, and feventy-three and a half long: rooms on 
each fide the paflage, eleven on each floor, total forty-four j each 
room thirteen feet and a half by nine and a half, about eight feet 
high. • 

The Prifon is well fupplied with water. Among the late im¬ 
provements, of 108 new 'rooms, and a Ipacious yard, it is pity they 
did not build an Infirmary. The Prifoners are numerous. At more 
than one of my vifits (which I repeated to this as well as many other 
Prifons much oftener than the times when I took the numbers) fome 
had the Small-Pox. It was fo crowded this laft fummer, that a 

4 

Prifoner paid five Ihillings a week for half a bed, and many lay in 
the Chapel. In May 1776 the number of Prifoners within the walls 
was 395; and by an accurate lift which I procured, their wives (in¬ 
cluding a few only called fo) were 279, children 725, total 1004: 
about two thirds of thefe were in the Prifon. 

This Prifon is vifited at Michaelmafs term, as the A£t* direfts; 
yet at my firft vifit there was a Wine-Club, and a Beer-Club; and 
one can fcarcely ever enter the walls without feeing parties at (kittles, 
miffifippi, portobello, tennis,-fives &c. 

T he following Tables of Rules and Orders for the government of 
this Prifon are hung up (as required by the Preamble) for common 
infpe&ion. I prefume to give an abridgment of them. 


* J2d George II. 


RULES 
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RULES and ORDERS for the better Government &c. 
Made and Signed the 25th of November 1729. 


KIN C’S 
BENCH. 


1. THE (locks to be kept up for punifhmem of blafphemers, 

fwearers, riotous &c. • 

2. Against illegal methods of confinement. None to be con¬ 
fined in an unufual place or manner, unlefs for attempting to 
efcape. And fuch may appeal to the Court, or a Judge. 

3. Marshal not to remove any to the Fleet by writ of Habeas Corpus. 

4. Mar s h al not to remove any one from the Common-fide and it’s 
benefits without three days notice: during which time, the Prifoner 
may appeal to a Judge. 

5. Coroner’s Inqueft upon the dead. 

6. Against Garnjfh and partial diftribution of Dividends. 

7. Prisoners to fend out for neceflaries j and to bring in their 
own bedding &c. 

8. Table of Fees, Thefe Rules, and a Lift of Charities to be 
hung up in a public room. 

9. Marshal and Servants to behave with the utmoft tendernefs. 

10. Turnkey always to attend at the door. 

11. No Servants to partake of, or even diftribute the Charity. 

12. Chapel to be kept in repair. Chaplain duly to perform. 

13. The abufive to the (locks. 

14. Dining-room to be kept in repair for devotion, or conver- 
fation : with a fire. Two rooms for die fick. 

15. Those who make oath before &c. that they have not £5 &c. 
to be admitted to the Charities, Offices in the Prifon &c. 

16. 
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K I N C.’s 
BENCH. 


16. No Perfon committed for any criminal matter to vote for 
Steward < 5 cc. or to partake of any charity but the Bafkets. 

vj. Lodging in a cabin of any ward, gratis. 

18. Anv Prifoner may »be chofen Affiftant and enjoy the benefits^ 

6f that ftation. , 

19. The Seal of the Common-fide to be kept by the Mailer of 
King’s .Bench Office ; and not put to any deed without the appro¬ 
bation of Marihal, Steward, and Affiftants. 

ao. One fuperfcdable aftion may be fuperieded with Common-fide 
money: more than dne, not without application to the Court, 
or a Judge. No Judge’s Clerk to take a Fee on the occafion. 

21. The fick to be taken care of by the Steward and Affiftants: 
who are to be reimburfed out of the firft County-money. 

22. Debts contracted by the Steward and Affiftants with the 
Marihal’s, and Mailer’s copfent, for fupport of the poor, to be 
paid out of the next Dividend. 

23. Steward and Affiftants to have no pay for common bufinefs, 
or adjufting differences. 

24. Prisoners entered after the ift day of Eaftd^term, to have 
but one Quarter of the Midfummer Dividend. 

25. All money brought in by the Bafket-men, or brought in at 
Chriftmas, Eafter and Whitfuntide, to be divided immediately 
after paying the Baiket-men for their trouble. 

26. If the Marffial advance money for a Sufer/edeas , he is to be 
reimburfed out of the next County-money. 

27. Common-side Prifoners may ele£t an annual Steward j who is 
not to be depofed, but on application to the Court or a Judge. 
No Prifoner in the Rules may vote. 

28. The Steward to enter in Books the Table of Fees, thefe Rules, 

and 
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and a list of the charities. All, together with his accounts, Ring’s 
for infpe&ion of the Pnfoners. K - ;c c ' 

29. A prisoner wroilged by the Steward and Afliftants, on ap¬ 
plying to the Court or a Judge, lhall be paid his damages out of' 
the next Dividend of the Steward and Afliftants : if he complain 
unjuflly, he lhall make fatisfadtion from his own next Dividend. 

30. If the Steward or AiTiftants embezzle the monevy SucceiTors 
may call them to account, and flop their Dividends of the Grate- 
money See. for reparation of the injury. 

31. These Orders to be read publicly every third Monday. 

32. Marshal, Servants, and Prifoners to obfeTve thefe Rules un¬ 
der pain of the utmoft punifliment of Law. 

33. No Clerk or Servant of a Judge to take any Fee on occafion 
of a Petition founded on thefe Orders. 


R. RAYMOND 
JA. REYNOLDS 
E. PROBYN. 


THE preceding Rules fill one fide of a large fheet of paper, on 
which they are printed. Another fheet has what follows, viz. 

FURTHER RULES and ORDERS for the Government &c. 
Made and Signed the 10th day of May 1759. 

1. NO Perfon to bring any Weapon. 

2. Those on the Mafter’s-fide who demand Garnifh, to be turned 
to Common-fide for a time,, not longer than a Month. Thofe on 

D d the 
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the Common-Iide are for the like offence to be excluded, not lon¬ 
ger than a fortnight, from all profits except fhare of the Baikets. 

3. Doors of the great Garden to be fhut it dark : doors of the 
* Wards at nine. 

4. The Chambers at dilpofal of the Marfhal &c. 

5. If a Mafter-fide Prifoner negled for a Month to pay his Cham¬ 
ber-Rent ; he may be turned over to the Common-fide till he 
pays. His goods to be delivered to him, by a witnefled inventory. 

If difcharged by the Plaintiff, he may yet be detained for Fees, 
and a Month’s Chamber-rent. 

6. None to fell in the Prifon Viftuals or Drink without confent of 
Marfhal. A prifoner thus offending may be turned over to the 
Common-fide for a Month. Marfhal to take care that thofe who 
fell keep good order &c. 

7. Confirms the 14th Rule preceding i. c. The great Room for 
exercife and the two Rooms for the fick. 

8. Prisoners turned to Common-fide for offending, or non-pay¬ 
ment, to have no profit but Share of the Bafketsj to bear no 
office ; nor vote for Officers. 

9. These Rules to be fixed in the moft public Places, for infpec- 
tion. 

Signed, MANSFIELD, T. DENNISON, M. FORSTER, E. V/ILMOT. 

A further RULE and ORDER &c. made 19th May 1760. 

THOSE who attempt or affifl an efcape—who fell or promote the 
faie of Viduals or Liquors without leave of the Marfhal—who affault 
another—who blafpheme the Name of God, fwear or make a riot, 
may be fent by the Marfhal to any one of the following Prifons in 
Southwark viz The County-Gaol for Surry, the Bridewell for that 

County, 
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County, or to the Marfhalfea: and there confined for the firft Offence 
not exceeding one Month; for a fecond Offence not exceeding three 
. Months. This Rule to be hung up. 

1 

•Signed, MANSFIELD, T. DENNISON, M. FORSTER, E. Wl£MOT. 


On the fame Sheet is 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Marfhal of the King’s 
Bench Prifon , in the County of Surry, for any Prifoner or Pri- 
lbner's Commitment, or coming in Gaol, or Chamber-Rent 
there, or difeharge from thence in any civil adtion. Settled 
and eitablilhed the 16th. Day o (June in the 33d Year of the 
Reign of his Majefty King GEORGE the Second, and in the 
Year of our Lord 1760, purfuant to an Aft for the Relief of 
Debtors with refpeft to the Imprifonment of their Perfons , viz. 


5 . 


\ 


Firil, To the Marfhal for every Prifoner committed on any 
civil aAion — —- — 

2d. To the Turnkey on the Mafter’s-fide — 

3d. To the Marfhal on the difeharge of every fuch Prifoner 
4th. To the Deputy Marfhal upon the difeharge of one or-\ 
more actions, executions, or other charge, and no C 
further fee though there be never fo many aft ions J 
5th. To the Clerk of the Papers for the firft aition upon} 
the difeharge — 5 

6th. To the Clerk of the Papers for every aftion, execution,") 
or other charge to be paid on the difeharge — J 
7th. To the Deputy Marfhal upon a commitment of a Pri--' 
foner in court, or at a Judge’s chambers, in any ^ 
civil aftion, if carried to the King's Bench Prifon - 
• D d 1 


o 

o 


D. 

8 

6 

4 


king’s 

BENCH. 


8 th. 
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KINGS 
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£• 

O : 


dif- ^ 


5 . 

1 


10 


o : 


o 

o 


D. 

o 


Sth. To the Clerk of the Papers for the fame 
9th. To the faid Deputy Marfhal for a furrender in dif- 
charge of bail, be there never fo many attions 
10th. To the Clerk of the Papers for each aflion upon fuch 7 

* furreoder — — — 5 

•* 

1 ith. To each of the four Tipftaffs, zs. 6d. for each Prifoner’s 
Commitment by the Court, and carried to the > 
* King's Bench Prifon, in the whole — J 

izth. To the TipttaiFthat carries any Prifoncr committed at 
a Judge’s chambers to the faid Prifon — 5 

13th. To the Marfhal for the ufe of chamber, bed, bedding 
and fhcets for each Prifoner, if provided by the 
Gaoler at the Pr^foner’s requell, for the firll night, 
in the Common-fide of the faid Prifon — 

14th. For the like ufe every night the Prifoner remains in o 
cuflody after the firfl —. — j 

15th. And if two lie in one bed, jd each — 

16th. For the like ufe of every Prifoncr that goes on the 
Mafter’s-fide, for the firft night — -a* 

17th, For the like ufe every night after the firft — 
l8th. And if two lie in a bed, zd each — 

1.9th. And if the Prifoner finds his own bed, bedding and') 
fhects (which the Marfhal is in no fort to hinder I 
him of) then he fhali pay for chamber-rent to the / 
Marfhal, per* week — — J 


No other Fee for the ufe of chamber, bed, bedding andJheett, or upon the 
commitment or difebarge of any Prifoner on any civil aSion. 


h- 


3 

4 


Thomas Howard, 
Anthony Thomas Abdy, 
William Hammond. 


MANSFIF.I.D, 
T. PARKER. 


MARSHAL- 
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MARSHALSEA PRISON. 

DEPUTY MARSHAL, Thomas Mafon, Efq. 

Substitute, Thomas Phillips. 

Salary, 

Fees, £0 : 10 : 10 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. The Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnifh, £0 : 3 : 6. It is called Ward-dues for Coals See, 
Number 


1774 , 

March 16, Priloners 

167 

> 775 » 

March 6, - - 

US 

1776 , 

March 12, - - 

194 

— 

May 15, - - 

*34 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Cockane. 

Duty-—Sunday 

Salary, 1 s. from each Prifoner on difeharge. See 

•* Table of Fees. 

SURGEONS, MelT'' 8 . Stapleton and Waljhman. 

Salary, 1 s. from each Prifoner on difeharge. See 

Table of Fees. 

TO this Prillm of the Court of the Marlhalfea, and of the King’s 
Palace-Court of Weftminder, are brought Debtors arrefted for the 
lowed fums, any where within twelve miles of the Palace, except in 
the city of London: and alfo perfons committed for piracy. 

The Deputy Marihal, under whofe particular cudody this Prilbn 
is, has his appointment trom the Knight Marihal of the King’s houfe- 

hold 


Rema r v.-. 



206 


SOUTHWARK. 


MARSHAL 

SEA. 


hold for the time being. The great abufes pra&ifed by this Officer 
were reported to Parliament by the Gaol Committee in 1729. 

This Prilon is an old irregular building (rather feveral buildings) 
in a fpacious yard. There are, in the whole, near fixty rooms j and yet, 
only fix of them now left for Commbn-fide Debtors. Of the other rooms, 
—Five are let to a man who is not a prifoner: in one of them he 
keeps a chandler’s Ihop; in two he lives with his family: the other 
two he lets to Prifoners. Four rooms, the Oaks, are for women. 
They are too few for the number ; and the more modeft women 
complain of the bad company, in which they are confined. There 
are above fortv rooms for men on the Mafter’s-fide, in which arc 

* t 

about fixty beds j yet many Prifoners have no beds nor any place to 
fleep in but the Chapel, and the Tap-room. 

The Prilon is too fmall and greatly out of repair. Little regard 
is fhewn to the late Act for white-wafliing and cleaning the rooms. 
No Infirmary. The yard is well fupplied with water. In it the Pri- 
loners play at rackets, milfifippi &c; and in a little back court, the 
Park, at Ikittles. 

The Tap is let to a Prifoner in the Rules of the King’s Bench Pri- 
fon : this Prifon being juft within thole Rules. I was credibly in¬ 
formed, that one funday in the fummer 1775, about 600 pots of beer 
were brought in from a public houfe in the neighbourhood, (Ajhmores) 
the Prifoners not then liking the Tapfter’s beer. 

In March 1775, when the number of Prifoners was 175; there 

' 

were with them in this incommodious Prifon wives and children 46. 

Mr. Allnutt who was many years fince a prifoner here; had, 
during his confinement, a large eftate bequeathed to him. He learn¬ 
ed fympathy by his fufferings : and left £ ioo a year to releafe poor 
Debtors from hence. Many are cleared by it every year. 


A TABLE 
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A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Gaoler or Keeper of the 
Marfhalfca Prifon—-on any Civil Aftion—fettled—the 17th 
day of May 1765 Purfuant to an A< 51 : for relief of Debtors &c. 


£>■ 

Tothe Knight Marflial upon the di (charge of every Prifoner 7 

r ® 

charged with one or more actions — i 

To the Keeper for his care and fafccuftody of every Prifoner 
upon the difeharge of fuch Prifoner on the firft aflion j 
To the Keeper upon the difeharge of fuch Prifoner charged 
with one or more aflions — — j 

To the Surgeon or Apothecary on the difeharge »f every 7 


S. D. 

: i : 8 

>4:8 

: 3 : 8 


Prifoner charged with one or more aflions 


5 


0:1:0 


—• o 


To the Chaplain on the like difeharge — • 

To the Turnkey upon the difeharge of every Prifoner on ? 

the firft aftion — — —- •* 

To the Turnkey upon the difeharge of fuch Prifoner 7 
chaigcd with one or more aftions after the firft — 5 

To the Clerk for entering the difeharge of a Prifoner onl 
one or more aftrons — •— — ^ 

To the Keeper for the ufeofbcd, bedding and iheets for' 
every Pri/oncr if found by the Gaoler at the Prifoner’s 
requeft, for the firft night on the Maftcr-fide of the 
faid Prifon — — — 

And every night after the firft night — — O 

And if two lie in a bed id. each — — 0 


: I : O 
: I : 6 


0:1:0 


0:1:0 


0:0:6 


: o : 3 
: O : 4 


NO other Fees for the ufe of chamber, bed, bedding, or upon the 
difeharge or commitment of any Prifoner in any Civil Aftion. 


W. R ICHAKDSON 
Elliot Bishop 
Leon d Howard. 


MANSFIELD 
C. PRATT 
T. PARKER. 


MARSHAL- 

SEA. 


BOROUGH 
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GAOLER, Jermiab f Beavis . 

Salary, none. «• 

Fees, Debtors, - £o : 7:0 
. Felons, - 0:11:4 

Tranfports, - o : 10 : 6 from the Contractor. 
Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 


Debtors, 

Felons, 


] 


a penny a day each. (See Remarks.) 


Garnilh, £0:2:8 Mafter’s-fide. 

0:1:4 Common-fide. 


Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, May 4, 37 - - 4 

1776, March 11, 10 - - 3 

- May a, 18 - - 2 

- Nov. 13, 15 - - 1 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 


THIS Prifon, in Tooley-ftreet, for the Borough of Southwark, 
which contains four parilhes and a part of a fifth, has, for Mafter’s- 
fide Debtors—feven rooms.—For Common-fide Debtors, a Room on 
the ground floor, in which Felons &c. are with them night and day ; 
a long room up ftairs, the Rookery ■, and a room over it, ufeleis, 
becaufe not fecure.—The Women arc in the Stone Kitchen, now di¬ 
vided 
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tridcd into two rooms. Three of the Common-fide rooms have bar¬ 
rack beds. Among the Debtors are many poor creatures from the 
Court of Confidence who lie there till their debts are paid.—There is 

a fmall court-yard ; and a Chipel, but no* Chaplain is appointed. 

• 

The whole Prifon is much out < 5 f repair, and ruinous. No Infir¬ 
mary. No bedding or draw. The Keeper, an officer, pays Window- 
tax £1 : 15 : o and Land-tax £1 : 10 : o. He is put in by the 
High Bailiff, whofe office is in the difpofal of the Court of Aldermen. 
—An infeription over the Gate dated 1716 calls it the Borough 
Court: but the Courts are now held at St. Margaret’s Hill. 

The Claufes of the Act againfl Spirituous Liquors are hung up. 

Debtors have fixty penny loaves, once in eight weeks, from a 
Legacy of Eleanor Gwynn. No other Bequcft. 


Southwark. \ T the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace of our 
Sovereign Lord the King holden for the Town 
and Borough of Southwark at the Court-Houfe on St. Margaret’s 
Hill — on Friday the 8 th Day of January in the 2 id Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the Second before Sir 
Robert Ladbroke Kn‘. Mayor — JohnStracey Efq 1 . Recorder—and 
others, &c. &c. 

It being reprefented to this Court that the Fees of the Gaoler 
or Keeper of the Borough-Compter in regard to the Prifoners charged 
therein with any criminal matter remain yet unfettled, for want 
whereof divers impoficions may accrue to the poor Prifoners therein, 

E e For 


BOROUGH 

COMPf£R. 
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For fettling and eftablifhing the fame It is ordered that the 
Keeper or Gaoler of the faid Pril’on lhall and may take of every 
Prifoner lb charged as aforefaid the following Fees and no more. 

nv*b id to fay, 

£. S. D. 

tor the admiffion of every Prifoner for Felony Trefpafs Af-' 

fault or other Mifdemeanours — — 5 ( 

For every night’s lodging — — —* 0:0:6 

To the Turnkey for the difmifiion of every fuch Prifoner o : 1:0 

For every Prifoner brought by a Peace Officer for fafe" 
cuftody untill hearing can be had before a Magiilrate 


By the Court 

Man. 


N. B. Two other Prifons in Southwark, viz. The New Gaol in 
the Borough , and the Bridewell in 67 . George's Fields , belong to the 
County of Surry. 


COUNTY 
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2 11 


COUNTY G’AOL at HERTFORD. 

i 

GAOLF.R, Cornelius JVillfon.' 

Salary, none. £39 : 6 : 10 to fupply the Felons with 

Bread, as'below. 

0:15: 4. 

Tranfports, £1:1:0 each to London . 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, apound of bread aday farmed by the Gaoler. 
Garnilh, £0:4:6. 

Number of - Debtors. Felons 8 cc. 

1173 * Dec - 9 > 3 - - 19 

1774 . Dec. 14, 2 - - 14 

4776, Feb. 14, 16 - - 16 

- Nov. 22, 6 - - 12 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Scots. Now Rev. Mr. Moore. 

Duty—Sunday j and one other day not fixed. 

Salary, £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Cutler. 

Salary, £10. 


Fees, Debtors, 7 
Felons, 5 


THIS Gaol is in the middle of the town. In front are two fmall 
day-rooms, for Felons, in which they are always locked up: no 
fire-place.—Their dungeons or night-rooms are, one down eighteen 

E e 2 fteps. 
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ftcps, the other nineteen. Over their day-rooms, is a large lumber- 
room ; and adjoining to it a lodging-room for Women-felons. 
Backward is a fmaU Court-yard for Debtors, and Women- 
felons. On each fide of it are two rooms on the ground-door, 

i 

and two chambers for Debtors. No Chapel. No Infirmary. 

In the interval of two of my vifits the Gaol-Fever prevailed, and 
carried offfeven or eight Piifoners, and two Turnkeys. The Felons 
were on that occafion removed to the Bridewell. At my lafl vifit 
four were Tick. ' , 

This Gaol could not have been made healthy and convenient. 
There is a new one building juft out of the town. It has no dun¬ 
geon j and is more fpacious and convenient than the old one. 


llertfordJhire y A T the General Quarter Seflipns of the Peace of 
to wit. X. JL our Sovereign— holden at-—Hertford on Mon¬ 
day—the 12th day of January in the firft year of—our Sovereign 
Lord George III. by the grace of God—and in the year of our Lord 
1761 before Sir Richard Cbaje Kin*- Ralph Freeman Doctor in Di¬ 
vinity, Rich 4 fVarrcn, James Gordon, JV m JanJfm and IF'"- Planter the 
younger, Efq r5 - and others, &c. 


A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Gaoler—fettled— 
purfuant to an Aft—made in the 33d year of—-K. George II. 


For the chamber-rent, bed and bedding of each Debtor 
per night provided that no more than two be put into 
one bed nor more than two beds in one room — 


/• 
o : 


S. D. 


o : 4 


For 
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For the chamber-rent, bed and bedding of each Prifoner' 
upon criminal procefs^rr avtd provided that no more 
than two be put into one bed; nor more than two 
beds.in the fame room — * — 

For the Turnkey’s Fees into Gaol • —• — 

For the Turnkey’s Fees out of Gaol — — 

For the Gaoler’s Fees upon cacli Prifoner difeharged — 


<< 

t — 

S. D 

o: 

3 : 6 

J 

0 : 

1 : 0 

0 : 

1:0 

0 : 

•3 : 4 


n r 

4 , I 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


HERTFORD. This is alfo the Town Gaol. Two fmall rooms 
to the ftrcct, the Compter : one behind them, the Middle Ward: 
and one beyond that, the Lower IVard. There is alfo a dun¬ 
geon for men*down feven fteps: a yard, and pump; but 
Prifoners are always locked up within doors. I faw none at 
work. 'Pile County Gaoler is Keeper, and has £24 a year to 
fupply each Prifoner daily with a pound of bread. Fees 
1 ° ■ 4 : N 

1774, Dec. 14, Prifoners 4 

1776, Feb. 14, - - - 7 

- Nov. 22, - - - 4 

H IT C HIN. A room for men; and over it two rooms for women, 
who go up to them by a ladder. No chimney in any of the 
rooms : no draw; no yard : no water. Keeper’s Salary £24: 
No Fees. 

1776, Feb. 14, Prifoners 1 . 

BERK- 
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BERKHAMSTED. A work-room for men, and another for 
women. A dungeon down nine fteps, earth-door, very 
damp, no window.—No draw : no court-yard: no water.' 
Keeper’s Salary £20: no Fees: he has the profit of the Pri-, 
(oners work. Allowance a‘pound of bread a day. 

1776, Nov. 2, No Prifoners. 


At St. ALBAN’S are. 


THE BOROUGH GAOL. Debtors have the ufe of the Town 
Flail in the day-time: their lodging-room joins to it. Felons 
have two day-rooms, and two clofe offensive night-rooms. 
Their allowance a pound of bread a 'day. No ftraw: no 
court: no water. The Keeper’s Salary £3 : Fees £0 : 13:4, 
no Table. Licence for Beer. Claufes of Aft. againlt Spiri¬ 
tuous Liquors hung up. 

1776, March 1, Prifoners, none. 

- Nov. 3, Debtors 2. Felons &c. 2. 


LIBERTY GAOL, for twenty-two Parifhes, is the property of 
Lord Salijbury. For Debtors , two fpacious day-rooms, and 
three lodging-rooms.—For Felons, three ftrong rooms. No 
court-yard: no water. Keeper, fame as of the Borough Gaol: 
Salary £ 16 : Fees £0 : 13 : 4, no Table. 

1776, March 1, No Prifoners. 

- Nov. 3, Debtor 1. 


THE 
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THE BRIDEWELL for the Liberty , and for the Borough, joins 
to the Liberty Gaol. One large work-room; and two lodging- 
* rooms: all up flairs, and airy. No court: no water: no al¬ 
lowance : no ftraw. Prifoners have’ their earnings. Keeper’s 
Salary for the Liberty ^28; for the Borough no Fees. 

1776, March 1, Prifoners 2. 

- Nov. 2, - - - None. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at CHELMSFORD. 


GAOLER, Sujanna Taylor. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, ? - 

Felons, J £ 15 : 4 ' 

Tranfports, to London or Grave/end, £1 : 510 for each, 
if not more than feven: for each above feven 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 a pound and half of bread a day, and a 
Felons, 5 quart of iinall beer. (SeeRemarks.) 


Garnilh, 

Debtors, 

Felons, 

£0:4: 6. 
0:3:0. 

• 

Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

* 774 , 

Feb. 4, 

- 30 - 

- 3 ° 

---- 

Dec. 6, 

- 13 - 

" 3 « 

* 775 > 

0<ft. 19, 

- 19 - 

- 14 

1776, 

Nov. 20, 

- 11 * 

- 7 


CHAPLAIN 

Duty—Sunday, Monday, Wednefday. 

Salary, £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Griffinhooft. 

Salary, ^25, for felons, and the Bridewell Prifoners. 


QHELMS- 



Home Circuit. 


ESSEX. 


217 


CHELMSFORD. 

. A CLOSE Prifon, frequently infefted with the Gaol-Difterrjper. 
Inquiring in October 1775, f° r the* Head-Turnkey, I was told he 
died of it. 

In the Tap-room there hung a Paper on which, among other 
things, was written “ Prifoners to payGarnifh or run the Gauntlet.” 

Debtors have a bufhel of coals a day from about 12th November 
to Lady Day : and £5 :0:0a year by a legacy of Elizabeth lkr- 
ris from Lands in Brentwood , paid by the Redlor or Minifter of the 
parifh of Chelmsford on the 24th of December. By a Memorial hung 
up in the Tap-room it appears the Bequeft was acknowledged by the 
Teftatrix 14th June 1746.—It was generous in the Juftices to grant 
Debtors the fame allowance as Felons ; and very judicious to fix that 
allowance to a certain weight. 

It gave me pain to be informed, that there had been no Divine 
Service for above a year pall, except to condemned Criminals. 

There is a new Gaol, which exceeds the old one in ftrength See. 
almoll as much as in fplendor. The County, to their honour, have 
fpared no coll. The Magiftrates cannot but know the plan. The 
Prifon is nearly ftnifhed. It can therefore be of no fervice to offer 
any remarks upon this Jlately fabrick. 


F f 
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TABLE OF FEES. 


Effex. A T General Quarter Sefllons &c. —a Table of Fees’ 
JT V. fettled—to be taken by the Keeper of his Majefty’s 
Gaol—piyfuant to an A£t—made in the fecond year of—K. 
George II. viz. 


For the Chamber Rent bed and bedding of each Debtor- 
provided that no more than two be put into one bed, j 
nor more than two bfds in the fame room — 

For the Chamber Rent bed and bedding of each Prifoner. 
Opon criminal procefs per week provided that no more { 
than two be put into one bed nor more than two beds ( 
in one room — — _ 

For the Turnjpty’s Fee into Gaol — 

For the Tumkey’s Fee out of Gaol — . 

For the Gaoler’s Fee upon each Prifoner’s difeharge 


£. S. D. 


0 

o 

o 


l 

i 

>3 


Reviewed and confirmed by us the Juftices 
of Affize this 19th Day of July 1729 


R: EYRE 
LAW: CARTER. 


Tho Bramston 
Tho Wai.ford 
John Cheveley. 


Signed by us Juftices of Peace of and for the faid County this 
19th day of July Anno Dom. 1729. 

Rob t Abdv 
Henry Maynard 
Benj Moyer. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


CHELMSFORD. Built 1766. On the ground-floor a large 
•work-room, a kitchen, and a lodging-room for men: over 
them rqoms of the fame fize for women: two rooms for the 
fick. Court-yard fmall, and not Tecure: Prifoners always 
kept within doors, and the rooms offenfive, although the 
water is laid in. Mr. Ford (the Keeper) told me at one of 
my vifits that many had been ill of the Gaol-Fever, brought 
from the County Gaol. His Salary £30 : Under Keeper’s 
j£i 6: no Fees. Prifoners allowance three-pence a day; for 
which they have a pound and half of bread, and a quart of 
fmall beer; and three halfpence a day further allowance to each 
fick Prifoner. Coals and ftraw £5 a year each. 


1774, Dec. 6, Prifoners 18, 

1775, Od. 19, - - - 15, 

1776, Nor. iQ) - - - at. 


COLCHESTER. The Caftle was formerly the County Gaol. 
That part of it which is now the Bridewell, has—firft, the room 
for women, with a fire-place: on one fide a room for men, 
with a window: on another fide two rooms for men, at a right 
angle with the former: a window in the farthermoft. The 
partitions are iron grated for light and air, from the window 

F f 2 at 
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BRIDE¬ 

WELLS. 


at each end of the right angle.—Court-yard little ufed by 
Prifoners. No water: no employment: allowance three¬ 
pence a day: draw £2 a year. Keeper’s Salary £jo: no fees. * 

« 

1774, Feb. 14, Prifoner 1, 

1776, Nov.'19, - - 3. 

At COLCHESTER is alfo the 
TOWN GAOL and BRIDEWELL. A room for 

. t 

Debtors. A* ftrong ward for men : another for women. 
Court-yard not fecure: no water: no draw. Allow¬ 
ance to Crirtiinals three-pence a day. Keeper’s Salary 
£8 : Fees £0:2:6. Claules of Adt againft Spiri¬ 
tuous Liquors not hung up. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1776, Nov. 19, 2, - 2. 

NEWPORT. Built 101775. The fr° nt is elegant, yet plain: 
in it are the Keeper’s apartments; and a room for the Juftices. 
Behind is the men’s court; in the middle of which is a pump. 
On the farther fide, a large work-room on the ground-floor, 
and a fmaller work-room over it: fo that too many need not 
work together: a fire-place in each of them. There is a 
iodging-room even with the upper work-room. On the left 
fide of the court are two lodging-rooms on the grouqd-floor, 
and two above. In all thefe lodging-rooms are boarded bed- 
fteads. The Keeper has a view of this court from two of his 
back windows.—Women have a room on the ground-floor, 
and one over it. No fire-place. Thefe, though they join to 

the 
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the laft-mentioned rooms for men, have no communication 
with them: you go to them through one of the Keeper’s 
rooms: the court-yard quite feparate; and the windows to¬ 
ward that.—No allowance: Prifoners have what they earn. 
Straw £2 a year. Firing I'n winter two guineas. Keeper’s 
Salary £25 : no Fees. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Li¬ 
quors not hung up. 

1776, Dec. 6, Prifoners 3. 

• 

HALSTED. Men and women have a*feparate work-room, and 
a feparate lodging-room. There is a room for the fick. All 
out of repair. A court-yard which men ufe one part of the 
day, women another. No water. Keeper’s Salary £32 : no 
Fees. Allowance a pound and half of bread, and a quart of 
fmall beer, a day. 

1776, Nov. 19, Prifoners 4. 

BARKING. A room for men, the Fore-Gaol: fifteen feet by ten 
and a half; leven feet high; two windows to the ftreet. An¬ 
other room, the Back-Gaol, for women j thirteen feet four 
inches by eleven feet, eight feet high : one window about two 
feet fquare. They are planked all over: no chimneys: and 
both room's are made offenfive by fewers in them. Court¬ 
yard not lecure: Prifoners have no ufe of it j nor any accefs to 
the pump. Allowance three-pence a day. Keeper’s Salary 
£28 : no Fees. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not. 
hung up. 

1776, Nov. 28, Prifoner one. 


BRIDE¬ 

WELLS. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at MAIDSTONE. 

« 

GAOLER, Philip De'tillin . 

S^ary, £60, inftead of the Tap. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 12 : 4. 

Felons, o : 15 : 4. 

Tranfports, o : ij : o each, and the Fees. 

Licence, none. See Salary. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none, (fee Remarks.) 

Felons, a loaf once in twodays (weight 2 lb. 402. 
Feb. 1776) and every day a quart of 
fmall beer. (See Remarks.) 

Garnifh, Debtors, £0:3: o. 

Felons, 0:1: 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, April 13, ai - - 31, 

i775> July 25, 17 - - 26, 

1776, Feb. 19, 22 - - 38. 

.CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Hud/on. 

Duty—Sunday and Wednefday. 

Salary, £301 lately augmented to ^50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Waller. 

Salary, £$o, for the Gaol and Bridewell. 


MAID- 
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MAIDSTONE. 

THE Rooms in the Felons Wards are fizeable; but the air is 
obftrutted by broad wooden bars* at the windows inftead of iron 
ones. There are three court-yards: one for Debtors; one for Men- 
felonsj and one for Women-felons. The two laft are.much too 
fmall j but may be commodioufly enlarged, by adding to them the 
adjacent court.of the Old Bridewell, which will foon be difufed. 
Then alfo a Chapel might be built; and fervice no longer per¬ 
formed, as it now is, upon the flairs. 

Felon s are allowed yearly ten chaldron of coals : they have bar¬ 
rack-beds*, and hop-bagging with ftraw; but no coverlids. This 
County has for years part been fo confiderate as to pay the Fees of 
poor Prifoncrs acquitted : and to Tranfports call at Affizes, who are 
entitled to the King’s allowance of two fhillings and fix-pence a week, 
they continue the allowance which they had before trial. They alfo 
pay the Gaoler’s Fees for thofe Convidls. The Felons faid they 
wi llied for more bread; and would, if that were increafed, be con¬ 
tent with lefs beer. 

The Baker who ferves the Felons fells thirteen loaves to the 
dozen; and Debtors have amongft them every thirteenth loaf. 

There is an Alarm-Bell; and a Sail-Ventilator. 

On examining two fick Prifoners, I found they had no irons; and 
the Surgeon faid the Gaoler was always ready to take them off when 
he requelled it. 

• These are low ftages of boards; raifed from the floor, and doping from the 
wall towards the middle of the room. 
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TABLE OF FE-ES. 


Kent, A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler—at Ma'nlftone 
to wit. ix —fettled—at the General Quarter Sdfions—holden— 
on Thurfday the 12th day of July in the 24th year of—George II 
—and in the year—1750 purfuant to the dire&ion of the Statute in 
that behalf provided. 


For the difeharge from the^faid Gaol of every Prii'oner 
committed for Treafon, Felony or any offence againit C 
his Majeily’s peace to the Gaoler or Keeper — J 
To Turnkey on commitment of every fuch Prifoner 
To him more on the difeharge of every fuch Prifoner 
On the commitment or coming into Gaol of every Prifoner 7 
in a civil attion, to the faid Gaoler or Keeper -«• j 
On the difeharge of every fuch Prifoner to the faid Gaoler 7 
or Keeper — — — 3 

And to the Turnkey — —- 

For the ufe of bed bedding and Iheets for each of the faid"! 


Jaft mentioned Prifoner* on the Mafter’s-fide of the ^ 
"faid Prifon for the firil night to the faid Gaoler or | 
Keeper — — — J 

And for every night after the firil — 

And if two fuch Prifoner* lye together rn one bed then 
For every fuch Prifoner a* fhall chufe to be on the Mafler's- 7 
fied for the ufe of the bed, beddingand Iheets the firil night j 
For every night after the fir ft — —• 

But if two fuch Prifoner* lye together then two-pence each 


C- 


D. 

0 : 

>3 = 

4 

0 : 

1 : 

0 

0 : 

1 : 

0 

0 : 

3 = 

0 

*0 : 

7 = 

10 

• 

0 : 

1 : 

6 

0 : 

0 ; 

6 

0 : 

0 : 

3 

0 : 

0 : 

2 

0 : 

0; 

6 

0 : 

0 : 

3 

O : 

0 : 

4 


* Thofo figures o : 7 : 10 are written upon a rafurc. 


If 
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If any fuch Prifoncr through poverty can only provide a 
couch, then to the faid Gaoler or Keeper for Chamber 
Rent ptr week — — — 


£■ s. 

o : o : 


D. 

i 


July 12th 1750 Seen and allowed by us 

W M . Turner • Herb t . Palmer 

P. Boteler Ja* . Calder 

Ed. Austen W. Champness. . 

A True Copy. 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

MAIDSTONE. A new Prifbn: feparate wards, areas, work- 
fhops, and infirmaries for men and women: oppofite windows 
to tranfmit frefh air. Keeper’s Salary £20. No Prifoners here 
as yet. In the old Bridewell, 

*1776, Feb. 19, Prifoners 2. 

CANTERBURY. Men and women feparate. The latter have 
the baeft court in which their ward is. The men have 
no court-yard; but they have a hall or kitchen to the ftreet; 
and three wards or night-rooms to the yard. Out of the 
Keeper’s garden or yard might be taken a court-yard for the 
men. There is no water within reach of the men: yet I 
always found the Prifon remarkably clean. County allowance, 
two pennyworth of bread a day. No employment. Lad 
Lady-Day (or April) Sellions, the Juftices abolifhed Fees 
£0 : 13 : 4, and railed the Salary from £25 to £40. Licence 
for Beer. 

1774, April 13, Prifoners 8, 

1776, Feb. 17, - - - 13, 

- May 25, - - - 6. 

Ug 


At 
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At CANTERBURY is alfo the 

CITY GAOL, over the Weft-gate. One large day-room' 
for men and* women: and in each of the two Towers, 
a fmall night-room.* No court-yard; and Prifoners are 
feldom permitted to walk on the leads. Allowance 
three pennyworth of bread a day. Keeper’s Salary 
£5. Fees, Debtors £0:6: 8, Felons £0:13:4: no 
Table. He keeps a public houfe adjoining, in which 
is a room or two for Mafter fide Debtors. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

*1774, April 13, 3 ~ - 6 > 

1776, Feb. 17, 3 - - 2. 

DARTFORD. This County Bridewell, built in 1720, confifts of 
two rooms: one for men, twenty-one feet by feventeen and a 
half: one for women, fourteen feet fquare: both ten feet high. 
No chimneys: oflfenfive fewers; and the rooms dirty: no 
water: no ftraw: mats, but quite worn out. No yard; 
though the Keeper has a garden. His Salary £20: Fees 
£0:3:6: no Table. Allowance to thofe committed on 
fulpicion of Felony, two-pence a day. Claufes of Aft againft 
Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

The Keeper told me, they had about two years ago, a bad 
Fever ; which himfelf and family, and every frefli pri loner 
caught. Two died of it. The Prifoners are now well, and at 
work, upon a Manufacture of Flax-drefling and weaving Sacks. 

Window-tax £1:11:6 paid by the County. 

1776, April 24, Prifoners 6. 


THERE 
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THERE ARE ALSO IN THIS COUNTY, 

'ROCHESTER CITY GAOL, under the Court-Room. One 

» • 

day-room to the ftreet; and two inner or night-rooms: not qlean. 
In the Keeper’s houfe is a robm for Debtors; and another in 
which Women-felons were kept when the Affixes were held here. 
No Court-yard : no water acceffible to Prifoners. 'Allowance 
two-pence a . day. Keeper a Sergeant: no Salary : Fees 
£o : 6 : ,o: no Table. 

Debtor. Felons. 

1774, April 14, 1 - None. 

1776, May 25, o •- o. 

DOVER CASTLE, for Debtors in the Cinque-Ports, i. e. 
Hajlings , Dover, Hyth, Romney and Sandwich. 

The Earl of Holdernefs is Bodar. Three rooms: no yard : 
no water. Entrance Fee £1:6:8. Keeper is Bailiff for 
the Cinque-Ports. Salary £30. His Prifon dirty : his apo¬ 
logy foe it was that “ he had been abfent fome weeks on his 
bufinefs as an Officer.” 

1776, Feb. 17, Prifoners 4. 

DOVER TOWN GAOL. Oke room of it is the Bridewell. 
The Gaol is two rooms on the ground-floor, and two above*. 
No fire-places. All clofe and offenfive. The court- y.ud not 
fecure. Allowance four-pence a day. Keeper, no Salary ; 
but a Chaldron of Coals: Fees £0:8:2: no Table. 

Debtors. Felons Stc. 

1775* J ul y 2 5> 1 - 2 > 

1776, Feb. 17, 3 - 4, 

• - May 25, 2-3. 

G g 3 COUNTY 



228 


SUSSEX. 


Home Circuit. 


Remarks. 


BOUNTY GAOL at HORSHAM. • 


GAOLER, Charles Cooper. 

Salary, £110 of late; inftead of the Beer-Tap. 

Fees, Debtors, ? £l 0 . 

Felons, > ** 

Tranfports, - - 2:2:0 each. 

Licence, for Wine. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two pennyworth of bread a day 
(weight 18 ounces, Sep. 1774). 

Garnifh, £0 : 6 : 6. 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons *&c. 

I 773 > 

Dec. 

17 , 

11 - 

- 7 , 

1774 , 

Sept. 

29 , 

5 - 

- > 3 , 

1776, 

Feb. 

22, 

13 - 

- 8. 


CHA.PLAIN, None. But the Clergyman who attends condemned 

Criminals has £5 a year. 


.SURGEON, lately dead. 

Salary, £$ for Felons. 


THE Rooms are too fmall, except the Free-ward for Debtors. 
No ftray/: no yard; and yet ground enough for one behind the 
Gaol. Tranfports convitted at Quarter Se(lions, have, as thole 
condemned at Aflize, the King’s allowance of two Ihillings and fix- 

pence 
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pence a week. Lent Aflize at Eaft-Grinftead ; where there is no 
Prifon : Summer Aflize,. at Lews and Ilorjham alternately. 

There is a new Gaol building. Tfce Duke of Richmond , in , 
concurrence with the other Gentlemen of the County, has intended 
himfelf much in this affair: the situation is judicioufly chofenj and 
the Plan is fuch as appears to me particularly well fuited for the 
purpofe. 


’table of fees. 


Sujfex. A List of Fees taken by the Gaoler of the faid County. 


Upon the difeharge of every Debtor — 

The Sheriff’s Fee thereupon — 

Turnkey theicupon — — 

For every peck of tharcoal — — 

For every fagot — — 

For every quart of fmall beer — 

For lodgings in the Gaoler's beds by the week 
Upon the difeharge of every Felon, to the Gaoler 


£■ S. D. 
I ; 2:4 

o : 11 : 8 
o : 2:6 

o ; 0:3 

0 : o : 

O : o : ’ 

c : 2:0 
1 : 2:4 


Allowed and fettled at the General Quarter Seflions held at PcKwtb 
the 3d day of O&ober 1737 By us 

John Buteer 
R. Mill 
J. Jewkes 

I 

\V M Gratwicke. 
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COUNTY, BRIDEWELLS. 

HORSHAM. OtfLY one room; about ten feet and a half by fix 
and 3 half, not fix and a half high. In it the Prifoners are 
always locked up. Allowance two pennyworth of bread a 
day: no employment. Keeper, a Widow, whofe Hufband 
died of the Gaol-Fever'. Salary £10: Fees £0:3:4: no 
Table. 

1774, * Sept. 29, Prifoners, none. * 

1776, Feb. 22, - - none. 

LEWES. Herb men and women have feparate apartments, 
courts, &c. Keeper’s Salary £30. Fees £0:6:8: no Table. 
The produce of the Prifoners work for three years paft, was 
not twenty Ihillings a year* although there were in the re- 
fpedive years committed Prifoners 45—85—65: 

1776, Feb. 21, Prifoners 5. 

PETWORTH. This Bridewell has two rooms: one feventeen 
feet by ten, full fix feet high; the other eighteen by nine, fix 
feet high: too fmall for the general number of Prifoners. No 
chimney : no yard: no water: no employment. Allowance a 
penny loaf a day. This I once found to weigh /even ounces and 
a half. Keeper’s Salary lately augmented from £12 to £20. 
Fees £0:6:8: no Table. 

The Keeper told me (in September 1774) that “ all his 

“ Prifoners 
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“ Prifoners were, upon difcharge, much weakened by the 

“ clofe confinement, and fmali allowance.” 

• 

Thomas Draper and William Godfrey were committed the 
6th of January 1776 ; the former died the nth, the othes the 
26th of the fame month. William Cox , committed the 13th 
of January, died the 23d. None of them had the Gaol-Fever. 
I do not affirm that thefe men were famifhed to death : it was 
extreme cold weather. However, fince that time, the allow¬ 
ance of bread is doubled. For this the Prifoners are indebted 
to the kind attention of the Duke of Richmond. 

1774, Sept. 28, Prifoners 4, 

1776, Feb. 23, - - - 8. 


CHICJdESTER CITY GAOL, 

Over the Eaft-gate. Has two or three rooms; and a court-yard, 
but no water. Allowance to Felons &c. two-pence a day. Gaoler, 
a Sergeant at Mace: Salary £5 : Fees, Debtors : 6 r 8 : no Table. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Sept. 28, 1 - - o, 

1776, Feb. 25, 2 - - 1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL in SOUTHWARK. 


GAOLER, Benjamin Hall. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 11:4. 

Felons, o : 15 : 4. 

Tranfports, - .(See Remarks.) 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. The Tap let. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, ? three halfpennyworth of bread a day 
Felons, 5 (weight 17 ounces, Dec. 1776). 
. Legacies. ( See Remarks.) 


Garnilh, 

Debtors, 

Felons, 

£0 : 4 : 6. 

0 : 1:0. 

c 

Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons §ec. 

1 774 > 

Feb. 9, 

- jo - 

Go 

* 77 6 > 

March 4, 

- 19 - 

- 59 

---- 

Dec. 25, 

- 18 - 

- »5 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Dyer. 

Duty—Sunday. 

Salary, £ S o. 

SURGEON, MefT rs . Burt and Co. 

Salary, £20 for this Gaol, and the Bridewell in St. George's 
Helds ; and £5 for Travelling Charges to report at 
the Quarter Sefllons, the State of the Prifoners. 


• SOUTH- 
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SOUTHWARK. 

THE NEW GAOL, befides the ’Gaoler’s Houfe, and the ' Remarks 
T ap-room has for—Matter's-fide Debtors a parlour, and* four 
other fizcable rooms; and for Common-fide Debtors, four good 
rooms. Mr. Hall takes care to prevent thefe being crowded 
with the wives and children of the Debtors. For thefe Pri- 
foners, there is a court-yard: into which Felons are not admitted; 
except a few, whom the Gaoler has reafofts for indulging with that 
diftinftion. 

The ward for Men-felons has fix rooms on three floors: in thefe 
they fleep. There is a yard belonging to it.—The ward for Women- 
felons has two lower rooms, two above; and a court-yard belonging 
to it. In the two upper rooms, are put Malefactors of either fex 
condemned to die. . 

I have here noted nineteen rooms : yet they are not fufficient for 
the number of Prifoners. Mr. Hall is fometimes obliged to put 
Men-felons into fome rooms of the Women’s ward. 

In fo clofe a Prifon fituated in a populous neighbourhood, I did 
not wonder to fee in March 1776 feveral Felons fick on the floors. 

No bedding nor ftraw: no Infirmary : no Chapel: Divine Service is 
performed in the Parlour; which is too fmall for the purpofe; about 
fixteen feet fquare. The Aft for preferving the health of Prifoners 
is on a painted board. The Claufes of the Aft againft Spirituous 
Liquors are hung up. 

If the County do not build a new Gaol, more roomy and airy, 
and in a better fituation, it would at leaft be advifeable to add to 

H h this 
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this an Infirmary; which, with a Chapel under it, they may build on 
the vacant ground beyond the Women’s ward. 

Transports have not tjie King’s allowance of two /hillings and 
fix-p^nce a week. For thefe Convids a Merchant contrads with 
the County to take them at the*Gaol: the Gaoler fends them to 
the fhip, attended by his fervants j and receives from the Merchant 
fo : io : 6'for each Prifoner fo conduded. 

Lent Affize is at Kingfton: Summer Affize at Guildford and 
Croydon alternately. At this laft town there is no Prifon. 

There is hung up in the Gaol a printed Lift of fixteen Legacies 

and Donations. The dates'of the firft fix are 1555, —7 r, —7 6, —84, 

—97, —98. Three are in the next century, viz. 1609, —38, —56. 

The other feven are not dated: and one of them noted on the Lift, 

has not been received frnce 1726. There are alfo other articles 

which feem to need infpedion. Two of the Charities are for 

( 

Debtors exprefsly: the others are not fo diftinguilhed; but Debtors 
have them all. In the title of the paper it is faid, “ The Gaol was 
formerly called the White Lion Prifon .” The commdn Seal of the 
Prifon is a Lion rampant. 

There is another Legacy bequeathed by Eleanor Gwynn, not, 
I think, in the Lift; from which are fent to this Prifon once in eight 
weeks, fixty-four penny loaves. Common-fide Debtors have this 
as well as the preceding Gifts. 


Surrey , 
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Surrey, A. TABLE of FEES to.be taken by the Gaoler— 
to wit. \- of the common Gaol or Prifon in Southwark— foi 
any Prifoner committed—Chamber Rent there or Difcharge — 
purfuant to the Statute—made—12th—of the r-ogn of our Sovereign 
Lord George III &c. and in the year of our Lord 1772. 


againft his Majcity’s peace, to the Gaoler or Keeper 
To the Turnkey on every commitment of fuch Prifoner 
To the Turnkey on the difcharge of every fuch Prifoner 


in a Civil Adtion, to the faid Gaoler or Keeper 
On the difcharge of every fuch Prifoner, to the faid < 
or Keeper — — 

And to the Turnkey — — 


_ l 


And for every night after the firft — — 

But if two fuch Prifoners lye together in one bed, then 
one penny halfpenny each — — 

To the Clerk of the Papers on every difcharge of any Pri¬ 
foner in a Civil Adlion —- — 

For every fuch Prifoner as ihall chufe to be on the Mailer 
fide for the ufeofbcd and bedding and (heets thefirllnight 
For every night after the firlt — — 

But if two fuch Prifoners lye together in one bed, then two¬ 
pence each — — — 


JL. 

5 . 

D. 

- 0 : 


4 

0 : 

1 : 

0 

0 : 

1 : 

0 

0 ; 

3 • 

0 

i 0: 

6 : 

10 

0 : 

1 : 

6 

}° 

0 : 

6 

0 . 

0 : 

2 

}“ 

0 : 

3 


1 : 

0 


0 : 

6 

0 : 

0 : 

3 

} 0 

c 
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If any fuch Prifoner through poverty can only provide a T 
couch, then to the faid Gaoler or Keeper fon chamber > o : 
rent per <wui — — — J 


£. S. D. 


Seen and allowed 
By us 


A. Onslow 
W M JOLIFFE 
Haymono. 


N. Herdidce 


COUNTY* BRIDEWELLS. 

St. GEORGE’s FIELDS. Built 1771. Separate wards and 
court-yards for men and women. In the men’s ward, two 
rooms, and a work-Ihop, which is about twenty feet fquare, 
below j and three rooms above: in one of thefe are beds at 
two (hillings and fix-pence a week. The women's ward has, 
below, one room, and a work-(hop, which is about twenty 
feet fquare •, and three rooms above : in one of them beds at 
two (hillings and fix-pence a week. Thtfre is a feparate room 
for faulty apprentices. All the rooms are planked. Window- 
(hutters, and iron bars: no glafs. There is no Infirmary. 
In March 1776 I faw feveral fick on the floors: the County 
allows no bedding nor draw. In April only one fick, on a bed 
which he paid for. In December a woman fick on the floor. 
The rooms are dirty: in two or three of them were fowls. 
Prifoners allowance three halfpence a day in bread (weight 
Dec. 1776, 17 ounces). No firing. I did not fee any at work. 
Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer: Salary £25: Licence for Beer.. 

The 
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The Claufes of the Ad againft Spirituous Liquors, and the 
Ad for preferving the health of Prifoners, are both hung up. 

1776, March 14, Prifoners 25, 

- April 30, - - - 24, 

- Dec. *25, - - - 29. 

Of the twenty-nine Prifoners at the laft date, were, four 
women fentenced for ten years, one woman for three years, 
three men for three years, four men for two years, three men 
for one year. 

In the men’s court is a board, on which is painted as 
follows : 

FEES to be taken by the Keeper of this Prifon. 

£. S. D. 

On every I’rifoner for Ward Dues — — 0:0:2 

On the difeharge of every Prifoner committed — 0:4:2 

Prifoners brought in by a Juftice’s Warrant and difeharged 0:2:6 

NO Garni(h to be taken from one Prifoner to another by Order 
. of the Keeper. 

N. B. This Prohibition is difregarded. 

KINGSTON upon Thames. This Bridewell, built in 1775, 
has a houfe for the Keeper; and feparate wards (quite 
diftinft buildings) for men and women: with feparate courts, 
work-fhops, pumps, &c. Each ward has two lower rooms; 
three fteps above the ground j and two chambers. The men’s 
rooms are near leve’nteen feet by fourteen, and full nine high : 
the women’s, about fifteen feet fquare, and nine high. Every 
room planked all round: a chimney in each ; and two win¬ 
dows, with Ihutters, and iron bars; no glals.—The men’s 

court- 


BRIDE¬ 

WELLS. 
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SURRY. Home Circuit. 

court-yard fifty-eight feet by fifty : the women’s, forty-five by* 
thirty-five. Prifoners pay a Ihilling entrance for the ufe of 
them. There is alfo a room built quite feparate for faulty 1 
apprentices ; about eight feet by eleven, and full eight high} 
it has a fire-place. 

It is pity that to a Prifon in other refpeds fo commodious, 
the Gentlemen did not add an infirmary. Ufing any of the 
rooms for that purpofe, will not prevent the communication of 
Small-Pox &c. 

<• 

County allowance to Prifoners a three halfpenny loaf a day 
(weight 14 to 15 ounces). No bedding. They were at work. 
The Keeper has the profit of it a Salary of £ 2$ ; and Fees 
jfo : j : 4 : no Table.—-Claufes of Ad again!! Spirituous Li¬ 
quors not hung up. 

One of the Prifoners who was committed for baftardy, 
and not finding fureties, had been fent back hither, from the 
preceding Quarter Sefiions at Ryegate ; where there is no 
Prifon. I had heard of the hardlhips fufferetl by Prifoners 
when conveyed for trial to fuch towns; and inquired of this 
man, what was his fituation at Ryegate. He faid that “ he 
“ and fifteen others were confined there two or three days in a 
“ very fmall room j and almoft fuffocated.” The Keeper who 
was prefent confirmed the fad. 

Quarter sessions are held Lady-Day at Ryegate, Mid- 
fummer at Guildford Michaelmas at King fen, Chriftmas at 
i>t. Margaret's Hill. 


1776, April 26, Prifoners 4. 
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> 


At KINGSTON there is alfo the 

TOWN GAOL. It contains two lower rooms, and three 
chambers; the cielings very low. A court-yard not 
fecure. The rooms Ac dirty ■, and at laft Affize were 

full of Prifoners. Gaoler keeps a public houfe- 

No Salary.—Claufes of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors 
not hung up. 

1776, April a.6, Prifoners, none. 


In the Town Hall there is a table of gaoler’s 
fees, and various other fees. It is dated roth Decern r> 
1603 j and confirmed by the High Steward of the 
Town, the King’s Attorney General Steward of the 
Court, tire two Bailiffs, the Recorder See. 


£• 


S. D. 


For every one arrefted wanting fureties and fent to 
Gaol — — — 

For every one fent to ward upon commandement or 
arrefted for a trifle or being very poor not above 
For the Fee of the Irons of every one committed for 
Felony or fufpicion of Felony or for any other 
heinous crime •— — 


} 

} 


} 


0:2:0 

0:0:8 


0:2:0 


I am tempted to tranferibe many more articles of 
this curious ancient Table : I cannot omit the two or 
three following. 

£. S. D. 

For arrefting any Freeman of this Town Inhabitant! . . ^ 

within the Watch — — ' 

For the Attorney’s Fee upon evidence delivering to ^ ^ 

a Jury, when there is no other Counfdl 
Every Counfeller’s Fee in this Court 


— 0:6:8 

GUILDFORD 
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GUILDFORD BRIDEWELL has four rooms, befides the* 
Infirmary (lately a liable), and the .condemned room. Yet 

1 

when the Alfize is held here, and Prifoners are brought from 

• Southwark , it is much crowded. A court-yard, for the ufe of 

« 

which every Prifoner pays Entrance-money one Ihilling. No 
fewer. Two rooms have in the roof an iron-grated lattice, 
about five feet by four, and an open turret above; very ufeful 
for frelhening thofe rooms. Allowance a threepenny loaf every 
other day (weight Feb. 1776, two founds). No bedding nor 
ftraw.—I did not fee any at work.—Keeper’s Salary £25: 
Fees £0:3:4: np Table. The Claufes of the Aft againft 
Spirituous Liquors are hung up. 

1773, Dec. 17, Prifoners 6. 

1776, Feb. 24, - - - 6. 


COUNTY 



Norfolk Circuit. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


. COUNTY GAOL at AYLESBURY. 

A 

GAOLER, Thomas Smith. 

Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 15 : io. 

Felons, o : 18 : 4. 

Tranfports, - (See Remarks.) 

Licenfe, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, (See Remarks.) 

Garnilh, Debtors, £0:8:0. 

Felons, 0:2:6. 

Number of # - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 27, 6 - - 17, 

1774, Nov. 12, 4 - - 8, 

1776, Jan. 3, 10 - - 10. 

- Nov. 2, 7 - - 13, 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Hopkins. 

Duty—Sunday. 

Salary, £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ludgate. 

Salary, £20 for Debtors, Felons, and the Bridewell. 

ONE Court-yard. A hall for Debtors ; and fundry rooms for the Re 
M after’s-fide: but no free ward. In the Felon’s day-room is an oven 
for purifying the cloaths. A feparate room, or two for Women- 

I i Felons. 



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. Norfolk Circuit. 


Felons. Two condemned Rooms. In the interval of my firft and 
iecond vifit fix or feven died of the Gaol-Diftcmper. At my laft 
vifits, after the appointing Mr. LudgateJ all the Prifoners were t 
. well. No Infirmary. No Chapel: Divine Service is performed in 
the •Shire-hall, which joins to the Prifon. No Table of Fees. 
Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Mr. Smjth contracts to fupply Debtors and Felons with a pound 
of bread a-day, and two hot dinners a week; and to convey Tranf- 
ports to London; for £70 a year. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at AYLESBURY. 


The two work rooms, and the lodging roomSf are fmall: one of 
the latter only 5! feet by 4, and 6 feet high. A court in front only 
8 feet wide, lately enclofed from the fpacious Court-yard of the 
Keeper behind the County Gaol. Mr. Smith (the County Gaoler) is 

Keeper; falary £ 30 . He puts in a Deputy, who ferves for living 

rent free. Prifoners allowance one pound of bread a day. 

1774, Nov. ia, Prifoners 2 . 

1776, Jan. J, - - 3. 

- Nov. a, - - 1. 


COUNT^ 
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COUNTY GAOL at BEDFORD. 


GAOLER, 'Thomas Howard. 

Salary, none. 

FK!> 

Tranlports, If only one £6 : if two, £5 each: all above 
two, £4 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two quartern-loaves a week each. 

Felons, two halfpeck-loaves a week each. 
Garnifh, Debtors, ^0:5: o. 

Number of* - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

» 773 > " - 5 t0 IO > 610 9 * 

*776, Feb. ia, 8, - - 5. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Lloyd. 

Duty-—Sunday and Thurfday. 

Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Gadjby. 

Salary, £12 for the Gaol and Bridewell. 


IN this Prifon there is a day-room for Debtors, which is 
ufed as a Chapel, and three or four lodging-rooms: for Felons, 
two day-rooms, one for men, the other for women, without 
^re-places : two dungeons, down eleven fleps, and often 

I i 2 very 


* 4-3 


Remarks. 
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very clamp. The ftraw, for which the County allows the Gaoler 
£5 a year, is not on the floors, but on frames or bedfteads. On ap¬ 
plication, the Juftices allow in winter coals both to Felons and 
Debtors. The court-yard is common to both, and fmall. No 
apartments for the Gaoler. ' 

C/. a uses of the A£t again# Spirituous Liquors arc not hung up. 
When I wds Sheriff) I was culpably ignorant of that A<fl. No In¬ 
firmary. About twenty years ago the Gaol-Fever was in this Prifon: 
fome died there, and many in the town; among whom was Mr. 
Daniel the Surgeon, who attended the Prifoners. His Succefior, 
Mr. Gadjby, judicioufly changed the medicines from Sudorifics (ge¬ 
nerally ufed before) to Bark and Cordials: and a Sail-Ventilator 
being foon after put up, the Gaol has been free from the Fever 
almoft ever lince. 

FEES on a printed paper, figned by the late Gaoler, as follows: 

ALL Perfons that come to this place, either by warrant, commitment, 
or verbally; malt pay before difeharg’d, fifteen Ihiilings and four 
pence, to the Gaoler, and two Ihiilings to the Turnkey. 

T. Richardson. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BEDFORD, 

1 

Consists of three rooms on the ground-floor: no fire-place: a 
fmall court-yard: no water acceflible to the Prifoners. —Keeper’s 
Salary ^30 : no Fees. 

1776, Feb. 13, Prifoners 3. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at HUNTINGDON. 

GAOLER, Henry Blane, now Robert Nunn. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 12 : 6 . 

Felons, o : 15 : 10. 

Tranlports, If only one £12; .if more, £9 each: he 
paying the Clerk of Afiize a guinea for each. 
Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, four halfquartem-loaves a week. 
Garnilh, Debtors, £0 : 2 : 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 5, 7 - - 4, 

1*774, Jan. 29, 7 - - 3, 

1775, Nov - 9 > 4 - - 5> 

1776, Sep. 27, 3 - - 6. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Brock. Now no Chaplain. (Sec Remarks.) 

SURGEON, Mr. Hunt. 

Salary, £5 : 5 : o. 


THIS GAOL is alfo the county bridewell and town gaol. 

For Debtors, a day-room or kitchen; and over it a large lodging- 
^oom. Near it is a day-room for Felons : and down nine ileps a 

dungeon- 

o 


Rem 
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dungeon for Men-felons; in which is a fmall condemned room. In 

another place, down feven fteps, is a dungeon for Women-felons: 

the floor of it level with the court-yard: in which is the Bj idewell. • 

This has two rooms below for men; and two above for women. 

« 

The Prifon is too fmall: but I*always found the whole jf it re¬ 
markably clean. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not 
hungup. *No Infirmary. Mr. Nunn’s Salary for the Bridewell is 
^24 ; 16 : o, for the Town Gaol £3 .—Straw £4 : 16 : o a year. 

I was forry to hear at my laft vifit that Mr, Brock, the late 

0 

Chaplain, who officiated very conftantly twice a week, and had a 
Salary of £ 20, was difmifled. He would have continued his at¬ 
tendance, without the Salary; but an order was made exprefsly for 
bidding it. 


TABLE OF FEE*S. 


Huntingdonshire. A Table of the ancient accuftomed Fees 
jL~\. demanded taken and received time imme¬ 
morial by the Gaoler for the time being of his Majefty’s Gaol in the 
Town of Huntingdon and for the County of Huntingdon as well for 
Civil Prifoners as Criminal Prifoners. . 


For the Difmiflton Fee for each Debtor to the Keeper 
For the like to the Turnkey — — 

For Debtors bed per week — — 

For bed per week if two Debtors lye together — 


£. S.‘ D. 
o : 10 : o 
o : 2:6 
o : 2:4 
o : 3:6 
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As to Criminal Prifoners, 

For the Difmiffion Fee of each Criminal Prifoner difeharged 
out of cuftody, cither by the hjagifirates, or by the 
Courts of Affize or Seffions —- — 

.'or the like to the Turnkey — —0:2:6 

For hed per w tek each Fine Trefpafs or Felon — 0:3:6 

For bed per week if two lye together —» — 0:4:8 


Rober*t Nunn 

Keeper of the County Gaol of 
Huntingdonlhire 

0&. 14. 1774. 

There is a ’rafure, which cancels the name of the former Gaoler 
Henry Blane, and the date when he figned. 


COUNTY 


£• $» Z). 

0 : *3 - 4 * 
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COUNTY GAOL, CAMBRIDGE CASTLE. 

GAOLER, Simeon Saunders. 

Salary, : 14 : o. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 14 : 8. 

Felons, o : 10 : 8. 

Tranfports, £6.: 6 : o each: he paying the Clerk 
of Aflize £ t : 1 : o for each. 

Licence, for Beef. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, two-pence a day. 

Garnilh, £0 : 1 : o. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c, 

1773, Nov - 4> - 8 - - 2, ( 

1774, Dec. 13, - 6 - - 4, 

1776, Feb. 9, - 8 - - 6, 

- Sep. 27, - 10 - - O. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Prince. 

Salary, none j he makes a Bill. 

Reuakks. THE PRISON is the Gate of the old Caftle. Below are two 
ftrong rooms; one for Men-felons, the other for Women. You g°, 
up twenty-two ftone fteps outfide to the Debtors apartments. On 
the firft floor is a room for the Turnkey j a large kitchen; arid 

* two 
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two or three other rooms. Above them are three rooms and a con¬ 
demned room. All the rooms are fizeable, but not very fecurc: a 
Prifoner efcaped lately.—Claufes of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors 
hung up, by a written Order of Thomas Cockran, Efq. Sheriff.— 
Straw twenty fhillings a year.—Tlfe Caftle-yard is fpacious, but not 
fafe ; and Prifoners have not the ufe of it. In it is 'he Gallows. 

Debtors have fome fmall relief from a Legacy, paid by St. John's 
and Sidney Colleges : and twenty fhillings a year, deducting Land- 
tax, from an .Eftate at Croxton in this County. No Memorial of 
either in the Prifon. 


Cambridgefloire. f | ' HE General Quarter Seflions of the Peace— 
X held at the Shire Hall in Cambridge—the 1 9th 
—of April in the 5th year—of Geo III—1765 Before Edward Leeds 
Hale Wortham and \V m Howell Even Efq r * Juftices &c. 

A TABLE OF FEES 


Settled—purfuant to a late Ad—pafied in the 2d—of George II 
Intituled, An Ad for the Relief of Infolvent Debtors &c.—to be 
hung up publickly in the Prifon of the Caftle of Cambridge. 


£. S. D. 


To the Gaoler For the Commitment Fee to be paid at the 
time of Commitment, only — — 

To’the Gaoler for the difcharge of every Prifoner to be paid 0 
at the time of his difcharge, only — 5 

To the Sheriff for the difcharge of every Prifoner to be paid 
on fuch difcharge , — — 5 

To be paid for the weekly rent of an entire chamber, with ■ 
one bed only, and clean linnen — 

K k 


S : 4' 
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£• s. 


And in cafe more Prifoners are put into a room, fo that there - 
is occa/ion for more beds in the fame chamber, Then 
there /hail be paid for .the ufe of the chamber, and of > 
every bed and iinnen and cloaths belonging to it the 
fum of — — — 


o 


i : 


D. 


G 


Edw d Leeds 
Hale Wortham 
W M H Ewen. 


COUNTY BRIPEWELL at CAMBRIDGE 

Is in the CalHe-yard ; and joins to the Gaoler’s houfe. It has a 
large work room (in which was a quantity of hemp) and a dark room 
adjoining. Above, is a room with three cages or lodging rooms. 
Mr. Saunders the County Gaoler is Keeper: Salary £2. 

1774, Dec. 13, Prifoners 4, 

1776, Feb. 9, - - - 6, 

- Sep. 27, - - - 1. 


There are alfo at CAMBRIDGE the 

TOWN GAOL. 

Below is a room for criminals, the Hole about twenty-one feet 
by feven. The Prifoner, whom I faw there laft, was a miferable ob« 
jeft: he had been confined feveral weeks: no allowance. 

Above are feveral rooms for Debtors and one for Criminals, the/ 
Cage. No Court-yard : no water accefiible to Prifoners. Gaoler nq 

Salary; 
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Salary: Commitment Fee £o : 6 : 8, fer Table dated 17th Jan. 

1765. Licence for Beer? 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Dec. 13, 2 - - 3, 

1776, Feb. 9, a - - o, 

- Sep. 28, 1 - - 1. 

TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

On the grogund-floor, one room for men, twenty-one feet by fix: c A 

and two lodging-rooms for women; each nine feet by five. In thefe bridge. 
are lately put bedfteads for ftraw or coverlids: fo that Prifoners do 
not now deep on the ground.—Above is a large work-room for 
women: no fire-place. 

There is a fmall court-yard; of no ufe to the Prifoners, becaufe 
not fecure. No water: no fewer. The whole Prifon out of repair. 

College, or Vite-Chancellor Prifoners, have four-pence on 
Sunday, to prevent the neceflity of their working on that day as 
formerly. Thofe of them that are ill are properly attended, and 
have three-pence a day. No allowance of bread for Town Prifoners. 

Keeper’s Salary £30 : no Fees. Straw £ i : 1 : o a year. 

The Bridewell ftands in the back yard of the Keeper’s houfe; 
which was bought and endowed for the encouragement of wool- .. 
combers and fpinners of this town. The bafis of the Inftitution was 
a Legacy of the famous Carrier Thomas Hobjon. To anfwer the in¬ 
tention, the Keeper appointed is a Clothier: he employs not only 
feveral hands upon the Foundation of the Charity, but many others ■, 
k among them his Prifoners. 

1774, Dec. 13, Prifoners 3. 

1776, Sep. a8, - - - 7. 

Kk 2 


ELY 
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Remarks. 


ELY GAOL. 

GAOLER, John Allday. * 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 15 3, 

Felons, o : 13 4. 

Tranfports, £5 each. 

Licence, for Beer*. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, J nQne 
Felons, 5 

Garnilh, £0:1: 4. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1774, Jan. 30, 6 o, - 

- Dec. 13, 1 2, 

1776, Feb. 9, 11 3, 

- Sep. 28, 7 t. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None* 


THIS GAOL, the property of the Bifliop, who is Lord of the 
Franchife of the Ifle of Ely, was in part rebuilt by the late Bifhop 
about ten years ago; upon complaint of the cruel method * which, 
for Want of a fafe Gaol, the Keeper took to fecure his Prifoners. 

For, 

* This was by chaining them down on their backs upon a floor, acrofs which 
were feveral iron bars; with an iron collar with fpikes about their necks, and a 
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For Mafter’s-fide Debtors three rooms up flairs: a room on the 
fame floor for condemned Felons. Below ftairs is the Felons day- 
room} and their cell or night-room, with a window about a foot 
fquare. There is a court-yard for Felons, with an offenfive f<;wer. 
No water.—For Debtors a court-yard with a pump; but no free 
ward. No Infirmary. No draw. Claufes of the Ait againft Spi¬ 
rituous Liquors not hung up. Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer for the 
Ifle, and for the County of Cambridge. No Table of Fees. 

Assize in this Ifle, of late, twice a year, viz. Lent at Ely, 
Summer at Wijbeach. 

B R I D E W E* L L S. 

ELY. One room below for men; and two above for women. The 
yard not fecure} and Prifoners always locked up within doors. 
In February 177 6 , a woman fick: no Apothecary.—No al¬ 
lowance ; but’ twenty {hillings a year for ftraw.—Keeper’s 
Salary £10. 

• i774> Dec. 13, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Feb. 9, - - - 3, 

- Sep. 28, - - - 1. 

WI SB EACH. Two or three rooms. No court-yard. No water. 
Allowance a penny a day} and ftraw twenty {hillings a year. 
Keeper’s Salary £ 16 : no Fees.—This Prifon might be im- 
ptoved on the Keeper’s Garden. 

1776, Feb. 3, Prifoners 2. 


Vheavy iron bar over their legs. An excellent Magiftrate, James Collyer, Efq. pre- 
Vnted an account of the cafe, accompanied with a drawing, to the King ; with 
which his Majcfty was much affefled, and gave immediate orders for a proper inquiry 
and redrefs. ' 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, NORWICH CASTLE. 
GAOLER, George Gynne. 

Salary, none: he pays the Under Sheriff £31 : 10 : o 
per annum . 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 7:8, 

Felons, o : 13 : 4- 
Tranfports, £5 *: 15 : 6 each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, ^ a two-penny loaf each per day (weight 
Felons, 3 * n ® ec ' * 774 » 20 ounces), and every 
. week in common a ftone of cheefe; 
in winter twelv.e bulhels of coals, 
in fummer fix bulhels. 

Garnifh, Debtors, £o : 5 : o. 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons See. 

1774, Feb. 1, 30 - - 14, 

- Dec. 10, 1 6 - - 15, 

1776, Feb. 5, 29 - - 16, 

- Nov. 17, 18 - - 32. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Willins. 

Duty—Friday. 

Salary, £30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Palgrave. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


NORWICH 
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NORFOLK. 


NORWICH CASTLE 

IS SITUATED on the fummit of a hilf. That part which is called Re.w.p.ks. 
the Upper Gaol has ten rooms fo? Mafter’s-fide Debtors; and Leads 
for them to walk on.—The Low Gaol has feveral rooms for Debtors, 

Felons &c.—A fmall area in the middle of the Gaol, in which are 
lately made fome improvements j luch as a pump, a convenient 
bath, and fome rooms over it. There is a dungeon down a ladder 
of eight fteps, for Men-felons; in which* is often an inch or two of 
water: and a fmall room for Women-felons j which keeps them 
always feparate from the men, except when delicacy would molt of 
all require it. There are two airy rooms for the lick : lo diftindt 
from the reft of the Prifon, that there is no danger of Ipreading any 
infection from thence. The Gaoler is humane, and refpedted by his 
Prifoners. Thefe, Felons as well as Debtors, fell at the grates of 
their feparate day-rooms, laces, purfes, nets &c. of their own 
making. 

A nurse or Matron to attend the fick; and provide for them, 
when the Surgeon orders it, broth, gruel, milk-pottage and extra¬ 
firing.—She orders the ftraw, which is not farmed, but paid for per 
load by the County.—It is alfo her bufinefs to fee that the Prifoners 
be duly ferved with their allowance of bread, which is remarkably 
good. At Lent Afiize Prifoners are moved from hence to l'hetford\ 
and pm into a dungeon which is defcribed in that place. 

Mrs. Frances Kempe formerly bequeathed certain Charities to 
the Poor of Norwich anti Hey den ; and a Stipend for preaching three 
^Sermons a year. For Payment, fhe bound an eftate in Heyden left her 
by her father John Mingay , Efq.—Among the Charities were fome to 
Prifoners in this Caftle, and in the City Gaol. Thefe have for many 

years 


U i 
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years port received nothing j although the Legacies are paid to the 
other Objefts. 


TABLE 


O F 

c 


FEES. 


Norfolk. \ Table of the Rates Fees and Allowances to be- 


A 


taken by every Gaoler or Keeper of any Gaol or 
Prifon within the faid County—fettled—at the General Quarter 
Seflion—holden by Adjournment at the Cattle of Norwich —31 July 
—3d of George II—1729—in purfuance—of a late Aft—for Relief 
of Debtors &c. 

« 

That is to fay 


For the commitment or coming into Gaol of any Prifoner} Q 
for Debt — — — 3 

For chamber rent where the Gaoler finds bedding and lin- 

nen, and a Prifoner hath a bed to him or herfelf, f o 
per week — — — ' 

Where there are two in a bed not exceeding per week — o 

Where there are three in a bed not exceeding per •week') Q 
each Prifoner — — — 5 

For the Difcharge of thofe in Execution — — o 

For the Difcharge of thofe upon Outlawry — — o 

For the Difcharge of thofe upon Common Proce/i — 0 


5. 

S 


D. 

o 


6 

6 

4 

4 

8 


WE his Majeft/s Juftices of the Peace—have hereunto fet our 
hands—the day and year above written 
31 July 1729 Wi Bacon 

Confirmed by us Edm d Bacon 

James Reynolds Tom. Turner 

W" Branthwayte Miles Branthwayte 

R. Bacon , 

Miles Branthwayte 


NORWICH 



Norfolk Circuit. NORFOLK. 


257 


NORWICH CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 


GAOLER, Benjamin Fakenbatv. 

Salary, none : he pays the Under-Sheriff £40 a year. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 6 : 8, 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, £5:5:0 each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, ? a two-p*enny loaf each, lately 
Felons, 5 reduced to a penny loaf. 

Garnifh, £0 : 1 : o. 


Number of 

- 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1 774 >, 

Feb. 

1. 

52 - 

- 7 > 

— 

Dec. 

10, 

17 - 

- S> 

1776, 

Feb. 

5 > 

3 ' - 

- * 7 > 

• 

Nov. 

* 7 > 

11 - 

- 10. 

CHAPLAIN, 

Rev. Mr. 

Buckle. 



Duty—-Prayers, once a fortnight; Sermon one Tuefda) 
in a month. 

Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Matchett . 

• Salary, £5 : 5 : o for Debtors and Felons. 


ONLY one court-yard. Many rooms for Mafter’s-fide Debtors. 
One room for Common-fide Debtors, who are Freemen. There is 
no room for thofe who are not free, but die Felons day-room ; which 

LI is 


Remarks. 



2 5 8 


NORFOLK. Norfolk Circuit. 

Norwich, is under the other, and down thirteen fteps. The Felons’ dungeons, 
or night-rooms, are down eleven fteps: one of them quite dark; 
the other almoft fo. The Women’s dungeon down ten fteps, has a * 
fire-place: but at my two laft vilits they had another night-room, 
about ten feet and a half by five artd a half, and but five feet high. 
Straw only £ i : i : o a year.—The Keeper’s ftable adjoining to the 
laft room. Would make the women a good feparate day-room. 

Many alterations are lately made for the better. The court is 
now paved: and fome old Iheds, that were in it, arc taken down. 
Three night-rooms or cells for Felons, about three feet below the 
ground, eight feet fquare^ planked all over. A bath: and over it 
two rooms for Debtors. Over them two airy rooms for the lick ; 
each twenty-two feet by fixteen, near twelve feet high. 

Gaol-delivery once a year. 


TABLE OF FEES. 

City of Norwich and /l T the General Quarter SefTion— 
County of the fame City. S xjL holden at the Guild Hall —5 th 
October in 33d year—of George II—and—adjourned to the 16th— 
of-the fame Oftober—before Nockold Tompfon Efq. Mayor— Edward 
Bacon Efq. Recorder —Robert Mar /Z>Efq. &c.&c.—Juftices of—the 
Peace—It is Ordered by this Court in purfuance of an A£t—for Relief 
ofDebtors—That the feveral Fees—hereunder written, and no other 
or greater fums—ftiall be—taken by any Gaoler or Keeper of any— 
Prifon within the—City of Norwich — 

(That is to fay) 


For 
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£. S. D. 


For the commitment or coming into Gaol of any Prifoncr 
for debt — t — — 

For chamber rent where the Gaoler finds bedding and 
linnen where a Prifoncr has a bed to himfelf or herfelf, 
by the week — — 

Where there are two in a bed not exceeding by the week each 
Where there are three in a bed not exceeding by the week eacn 
For the difeharge of thofe in Execution — 

For the difeharge of thofe upon Outlawry — 

For the difeharge of thofe upon Common Procrfs — 


1 


0:3:4 

o : 1 : o 

O : o : c; 
o : o : 8 
0:5:4 
0:5: + 
0 = 3 : 4 


We his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace — for the faid City of 
Norwich have hereunto—fet our hands— 


Confirmed and allowed at the 
Afllze and general Gaol Deli¬ 
very of our Lord the King 
held in and for the City of 
Norwich and County of the 
fame City The twenty ninth 
day of July One Thoufand 
Seven Hundred and Sixty By us 

T: PARKER 
T: DENISON. 


Nockold Tompson Mayor 
Ed. Bacon 
John Nuthall 
J. Spurrell 
Peter Colombine 
Jerem Ives. 


LI 2 NORWICH 
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NORWICH CITY BRIDEWELL. 

Apartments convenient, and‘kept clean. A yard and pump. 

1774, Dec. 10, Prifoners 3, 

1776, Feb. 5, - - - 5. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

SWAFFHAM. Small court-yard. No water. OfFenfive fewers. 
A large garden or field for the Keeper. Prifoners always 
locked up: one lunatic. Claufes of Ait againft Spirituous 
Liquors hung up. 

1774, Dec. 11, Prifoners 7, 

1776, Feb. 3, - - - 5. 

WYMUNDHAM. A large day-room: with three clofets on 

one fide of it, for night-rooms; about fix feet by four. A 

Pfifoner complained to me of being obliged to lie in one of 

thefe clofets, with two boys who had a cutaneous diforder. 

# 

There is another room for women, and a dark dungeon down 
eight fteps with the ftocks in it. No Prifoners fleep there. 
Neither the rooms nor the fpacious yard fecure. Prifoners in 
this Bridewell are not only confined within doors, but always 
in irons. Kqeper’s Salary ,£16: no Fees. Allowance to thofe 

fufpe&ed 
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fufpe&ed of Felony, four-pence a day. Straw ten fhillings a 
year. Claufes of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

1776, Nov. 17, Prif^ers 5. 

THETFORD TOWN GAOL 

Is alfo the Town Bridewell. The ground-floor for tlie Keeper. 
,On the firft ftory, are four rooms for Debtors; and two for Delin¬ 
quents. For Felons a Dungeon down a ladder of ten fteps; eighteen 
feet by nine and a half, and nine feet higha window about eighteen 
inches by twelve: another window abouf two feet fquare, lately 
opened into the paflfage. 

At Aflize once a year from fixteen to twenty Prifoners brought hither 
from Norwich Cajlle are confined in this dungeon, men and women 
together, four or five nights. Court-yard not fecure. No water. 
Keeper no Salary. No Fees: only the Houfe to live in. 

1774, Dec. 9, Prifoner 1, 

• 1776, Nov. 1J8, - - - None. 

YARMOUTH 

TOWN GAOL. Besides the Gaoler’s houfe, in which are rooms 
for Mafter’s-fidc Debtors, there are for Felons, a day-room, 
and court-yard, both too dole and two lodging-rooms for 
luch as pay for them: two dungeons or night-rooms down a 
ladder of ten fteps, one for men, the other for women. Al¬ 
lowance a penny loaf a day (weight in Feb. 1776, 13 ounces) : 
four chaldron of coals a year. They fend out a begging-balket 
three times a week,—Gaoler’s Salary £ 1 f : Fees £0 : 6 : S : 

no 
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no Table. Claufes of Ad againfl: Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up. 

f 

1776, Feb. 64 Debtors 6, Felons &c. 14. 


YARMOUTH 

TOWN BRIDEWELL. In the Work-houfe .Yard. Four 
rooms; a fire-placd in orte of them. No water. Court of 
Confcience Debtors confined here, and difcharged in three 
months. 

1776, Feb. 6, Prifoners, none. 


LYNN regis 

TOWN GAOL. The rooms arc 'convenient, and kept clean. 
Straw and two coverlids; court-yard finall. Gaoler’s Salary 
£11: Fees, Debtors £0:3:4, Felons £0:5:0, per Table 
figned by. the Mayor dated 1729. 

1774, Dec. n. Debtor 1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at. IPSWICH. 

GAOLER, Rowland Baker , now John Rif/haw. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, “> r a 

> £0 : 10 : 8. 

^Felons, 5 

Tranfports, £6 : 6 : o each; he* paying Clerk of A fuze 

£ 1 : 1 : o for each. 

Licenie, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. ( See Remarks.) 

Felons, two-pence a day in bread (weight 

. - 

. in Dec. 1774, 18 \ ounces). 

Garnifli, Debtors, £0:2 : 6. 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 3, 22 - - 14, 

- Dec. 7, 15 - - 5, 

1776, Feb. 7, 29 - - 17, 

- Nov. 18, 15 - - 6. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Brome. 

f)uty—Sunday and Friday. (See Remarks.) 

Salary, ^50. 

SURGEON 

Salary, £40 for Debtors and Felons. 


* IPSWICH. 
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S U P F O L K. Norfolk Circuit. 

IPSWICH. 

v 

THIS is alfo the TOWN gaol : yet only one court-yard.—For 
Debtors, a kitchen, or day-room j and federal chambers: one of 
thefe is lately made a free ward.—For Felons a day-room: and for 
the men *a ftrong night-room j with beds excellently contrived for 
cleanlinefs and health. Each Prifoner has a crib-bedftead, ten or 
twelve inches high j the head raifed a few inches; ftrong feet, low 
fides. Thefe keep as diftinft as poffible Prifoners who deep in the 
fame room j and are eafily moved when the ward is to be walked. 
The County allows to £ach crib a ftraw bed, and a blanket.—The 
women have no ieparate day-room : and their ward, or night-room, 
has no fire-place.—One of the two drinking-rooms is called the 
Camijb-room .—Two rooms for the fick; not diftinft enough from 
the reft. It is not without reluftance that I add, the fick in February 
1776 complained to me of being neglefted by the Surgeon. At my 
laft vifit, none fick.—Debtors fell at the front grate garters, purfes 
&c. of their own making. 

A neat Chapel lately built. Mr. Brome, the Chaplain, does not 
content Jfimfelf with the regular and punftual performance of his 
ftated Duty j He is a Friend to the Prifoners on all occafions. 

.Assize always at Bury: no allowance for conveying Prifoners 
thither. Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer. 

Debtors have on Sunday from a Legacy of Mr. John Pemberton, 
each one pound and a half of beef for broth, a penny loaf and a pint 
of ale. From another Legacy the Town ftipplies them with five 
chaldron of coals yearly. No Memorial in the Gaol. 


Suffolk, 
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TABLE OF FEES. 


Suffolk, A T the General Quarter Seffions—holden by Adjourn- 
to wit. ment at Bury St. Edmunds—aift—July—1729, A 

Table of Fees Settled by the Juftices of the faid Divifion—purfuant to 
a late Aft—for the Relief of Debtors &c. at the Affize for the 
County of Suffolk —at Bury St. Edmunds the 24th—of July 1729. 


To the Gaoler for the Commitment Fee and difeharge of 
every Prifoncr — — —• 

Out of which is to be paid to the Sheriff t — 

To the Officer — — — 

For the rent of every chamber weekly —- 


£■ 

0 : 

o : 
o : 
o : 


S. D. 
12 : 8 

2 : o 
2 : o 
2 : 6 


Jasper Cullum Jermyn Davers 

G. Golding M. Shelton. 


I have reviewed‘this Table of Fees and do think proper to mode¬ 
rate and reduce the fame to * (hillings and eight pence by difal¬ 
lowing the two (hillings to be paid to the Officer and deducting 
fix pence per week out of the Chamber Rent 

THO. PENGELLV. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

IPSW-ICH. On the ground-floor is a work-ffiop j and a night- 
room for men : up (lairs a night-room for women. None of 
them, nor the court-yard feeure. Claufes of Aft againft Spiri¬ 
tuous Liquors not up. Keeper’s Salary £17. No Fees. 


* Erafed. 

M 111 


Prifoners, 
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S U F F.O L K. Norfolk Circuit. 

Prifoners, no allowance: and but half the produce of their 
labour. 

1774, Dec. 8, Prifoners 1, 

1776, Feb. 7, - - - 3. 

- Nov. i&, - - r >- 

WOODBRIGE. Two dirty rooms. No chimney in that of the 
women. No draw: no water. Yard i'mall and not lafe: may 
be enlarged out of the Keeper’s Garden. His Salary /15. 
Prifoners allowance two-pence a day : I faw none at work. 
When they work they have half the profit. No firing. One 
fick in bed.—Claufes of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up. 

1776, Feb. 7, Prifoners 9. 

BECCLES. A room on the 'ground-floor; and a dungeon feven 
Heps underground. Keeper’s Salary/11 : 10-: o. Fees £0 : 6 : 8: 
No table. Allowance a twopenny loaf a day. Thirty (hillings 
a year for draw. £$ a year for coals. When Prifoners work 
they have half the profit. 

1776, Feb. 6 , Prifoners 3. 

LAVENHAM. A work-room- below : a chamber for men, ano¬ 
ther for women : none of them iecure. Prifoners always kept 
within doors, and a padlock on each. A court-yard : no water. 
Keeper’s Salary/15 : 14 : 8. No Fees. The Prifoners were 
fpinning. 

* . 1776, Nov. 18, Prifoners 2 Men. 

CLARE. A work-room. Two lodging-rooms with boarded bed 
(leads. No c|imnies. Windows clofc glazed; and the work¬ 


room. 
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room made offenfive by a clofet in it. Court-yard not fccurc; 
and Priibners have no accefs to the well of fine water. The 
Prifon walls are clay; and the whole of it is out of repair: the 
Prifoner, a Woman, at work, in irons. No allowance. 
Keeper a Manufacturer : Salary £13 : 5 : 4 : no Fees. 
Claules of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

1776, Dec. 6, Prifoner 1. 

\SURY St. EDMUND’S GAOL. 

This Prifon for the Franchile or Liberty of Bury St. Edmund’s, is 
tire* property of Sir Charles Envers. The court-yard is Ipacious, but 
not lecure : none have tire ule of it without paying a (hilling a week. 
On one fide of it are feveral rooms for Debtors: one of them is a 
work-room : thole who work in it pay a {hilling a week.—On the 
other fide, is a lat'ge Dungeon down three fteps; which is tire day 
and night-room for Felons : the men are chained to ftaples fixed in 
the barrack Lxtdfieads. No ft raw. There is another dungeon down 
a itep or two; fieldom ufed. The late Gaoler told me that in the 
winter 1773 live died of the Small-Pox. No Apothecary then ; but 
one is appointed fiirce. No Infirmary.—A Chaplain; and Prayers 
twice a week.—Keeper, no Salary : Fees, Debtors ^0:8: 8, Felons 
f o : 6:8: iro Table : Licence for Peer and Wine.—Allowance, 
Debtors none, Felons three-halfpennyworth of bread a day; fcnd 
horn tRe 5th of November to the Saturday before Lady-day,'Felons 
have two bufinks of coals a week, and Debtors four: both'from a 
1 A gaev of w hich no Memorial in the Gaol. — In a Dejcription of Bury 
p: fitted 1771, there is an account of feveral ancient Donations and 
Ikquells to Priibners. Whether j.hcy be now totally funk, or the 
coals be from fome of them, I cannot fay. 

M n; 2 


At 
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At A/fize, twice a year, Prifoners of both fexes brought from 
Ipfwich are confined four or five nights- in the Dungeon here 
defcribed. 

Debtors. Felons &c, 

.. .. . 9, ' io - - 15, 

1776, Feb. 8, 11 - - 18, 

- Nov. 18, 5 - - 6. 

BURY - BRIDEWELL.’ 

This, it is faid, was in‘former times a Jewifii Synagogue. It lias 
a large work-room : a room for men, and another for women: all 
up flairs. No court-yard: no water. Keeper’s Salary £6 : and 
four-pence for each Prifoner’s ftraw: Fees £ 0:1: o. 

1774, Dec. 9, Prifoners 3, 

1776, Feb. 8, - - - 1, 

- Nov. 18, - - - 1. 

SUDBURY BOROUGH-GAOL 

Has for Debtors a day-room with a fire-place ; and two little 
rooms for them to lodge in, about feven feet by five each.—A room 
for Men-felons with a fire-place and a loom:—another for women ; 
this alfo has a fire-place. A court-yard, not fecure; and tile water 
not acceffible to Prifoners. They have no allowance. Keeper, no 
Salary : Fees £0 : 4 ; o : no Table. Claufes of Aft againft Spiri¬ 
tuous Liquors not hung up. 

l\76, Dec. (r. No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at WARWICK. 

GAOLER, William Roe Jun- 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 14 : 6, 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. , 

Tranfports, fj> : o : o each, he paying Clerk of Aflizc 

£ 1 : 1 *: o for each. 

Licence to Turnkey for Beer. Gaoler brews it. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

. Felons, a Loaf of 31b. every other day. 

Garni fit, Debtors, £0:3: 4. 

Felons, o : 2:6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

J773, Nov. 22, - 23 - - 9, 

1774, Nov. 10, - 13 - - 13, 

1776, Jan. 6, - 24 - - 33, 

- Oft. 30, - 22 - - 7. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Mujfan. 

' Duty—Sunday and Friday. 

Salary, £50. 

S U R G E O N, Mr. IVeale. 

Salary, /To for Gaol and Bridewell. 

WARWICK. 
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W A r R W I C* K. 

Remarks. ONE Court-yard tor Debtors* and Mcn-felons. Womcn-fdons 
have quite feparate Court, day-room, and two night-rooms. They 
ufed to bejoaded with irons; now they have none. Men-felons have 
a day-room: their night-room is in an octagonal Dungeon about 
twenty-one feet diameter, down thirty-one fteps; dole, damp, and 
oitenfivc. Two cells, jn another dungeon for th'e condemned. 
Prifoners are tried in the county cloathing. I law twelve fuits for 
men and fix for women. *« 

Debtors common day-room is the Hall, which is alfo ufed as a 
Chapel. For Malter’s-fide, ten or twelve rooms, Ionic of them in the 
Rooks Nejl, where alfo is the free ward. 

No Infirmary. The late Gaoler Mr. Roe (Ancle to the prefent) 
died in 1772 of the Gaol-Dillemper; and fo did fomc of his Prifoners. 
No water then, but now plenty.—The Felons allowance of bread is 
judicioully fixed by weight, not variable with the price. 

Debtors have in common from a Legacy thirty findings a year: 
and from another Legacy eight three-penny loaves at the beginning, 
and as many at the end, of every month. No memorial of either Le¬ 
gacy hung up in the Gaol. 

This Prifon might be improved on the adjacent ground belonging 
to the county. 


See a better practice at Reading in Bcrkfliirc. 


A TABLE 
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A TABLE OF DEBTpRS FEES, 


As fettled—-by his Majefly’s Juftices of the Peace—at the General 
Quarter Sefllons—held at Warwick —the 10th day of July 1759 
according to the directions of an Ad—for the Relief of Debtors &c. 


Every Prifoncr that lies on the Keeper’s fide if he has a 
bed to himfclf, pays by tiie week —. — 

Thofe Pnfoncrs on the Keeper’s fide and have a bed 7 
between two, pay each by the week — 5 

For entering every aflion againit each Prifoner — 

For diftliarging every aftion againll each Prifoner — 

To the Under-Sheriff for every difeharge — — 

F'or receiving and entering every declaration — 

For a copy of each Warrant againll each Prifoner — 
For every Certificate of the caufe of a Prifoner’s being 7 
detained m Prifon in order for being difeharged —■ j 


£. S. D 

o : 2:6 

o : 1:6 

o : 3:0 
O : 10 : 6 
O : 4:0 

O : 1:0 

o : 1:0 

o : 3 : o 


We the Judges of Affize for the County 
of Warwick have reviewed and do 
hereby confirm the above Table of 
Fees. Given under our Hands this 
C41I1 day of Augult 1759 

T. PARKER 
JA HEWITT 


F Stratford 
M Wise 
W Huddesford 
J Bird 
C Bean 


A true Copy. 


IN 



2J2 


WARWICKSHIRE. Midland Circuit. 


IN this Gaol is hung up the following 
ORDER. 

JFarwickJhire , A T—General Quarter Sefiions— 12th January— 
to wit. jLjL. 13th of George III—and in the year 1773 
before Jofepb Davie Clerk, John Ingram, Samuel Aylworth Efqrs. 

Ordered and it is the opinion of this Court—that the Gaol be 
always kept clofe fhut up and no perfons admitted therein, or per¬ 
mitted to continue there, after nine in the evening between Michael- 
mafs and Lady-day, and ten in the evening between Lady-day and 
Michaelmafs, except in dafes of real necefllty or bufinefs. 

J T Hewitt Clerk of the Peace. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WARWICK. 

This Prifon, the only County Bridewell, is too fmall.—For men, 
a work-room and two lodging-rooms.—For women, two rooms in a 
little feparate court.— No water. The handle of the pump is outfide 
of the wall. —The whole Prifon clofe and olfenlive: might be en 
larged on the ground adjacent. Allowance one pound and a half of 
bread a day : no employment. Keeper’s Salary ^30: Fees ^0:4:8: 
no Table. Cl’aufes of Adi againft Spirituous Liquors hung up. 
Mr. Mujfan (Chaplain to the County Gaol) reads Prayers here once 
a week. 

Committed in the year 1772, Prifonej-s 855 in 1773, 111; in 
* 774 > 123* 

t774» Nov. 10, Pri foners 1, 

1776, Jan. 6, - - - 5, 

• Oct. 30, - - - 12. 


COVENTRY 
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• COVENTRY CITY and COUNTY CAOL. 


GAOLER, Baftl Goode. 

Salary, £12. This year, taken off. 
Fees, Debtors, t 
F elons, 5 

Tranfports, £8 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 


£0 : IS : 4 - 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a pennyworth of bread a day. 
Garnilh, ,£0:3:0. 

Number of, - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. ao, 9 - - 7 > 

1776, Jan. 7, 16 - - 10, 

- Oft. 30, 7 - - 5 - 


CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Harper. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


THIS GAOL, built two years ago, is in a clofe part of the Remarks. 
City. I was fhewn a fine fpot which feme Gentlemen very judi- 
cioufly preferred. It has eight lodging-rooms for Mafter’s-fide 
Debtors; and one free ward. Women-felons deep in their day- 
room. The Men have a day-room. To their Dungeons you go 

N n down 
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down twelve fteps to a paflfage only four feet wide: the four dun¬ 
geons are about nine feet by fix: at the upper corner of each, a little 
window. All are dirty, offenfive and unhealthy: we went down 
with torches. Only one court-yard for all Prifoners. No ftraw. 
No Infirmary. Claufes of Adt againlt Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up. 


COVENTRY CITY BRIDEWELL. 


Two rooms for men; two for women; all dole and offenfive. 
No court-yard : no water acceffible to Prifoners: no fewers : no em¬ 
ployment. Keeper’s Salary £$. Fees one fhilling. 

The old Town-Hall adjoining, and now ufelefs, might be added 
to this Prifon. 

1776, Jan. 7, Prifoners 6. 

- 0&. 30, - - - 3. 


BIRMINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 


The gaol for this large populous town is called the Dungeon. 
The court-yard is only about twenty-four feet fquare. Keeper’s 
houfe in front; and under it two cells down eight fteps: the ftraw is 
on bedfteads. On the right hand of the court two fmall night-rooms 
for women; and fome rooms over them :—on the left hand is the 
Gaoler’s liable, and one fmall day-room for men and women; no 

window: 
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window:—above is a free ward for Court of Confcience Debtors, 
who are cleared in forty -days: this is a fizeable room, but has only 
one window eighteen inches fquare. Over it is another room, or 
two. 

In this fmall court-yard, befides the litter from the liable, I faw 
a ftagnant puddle near the fink, for the Gaoler’s ducks. Gaoler’s 
poultry is a very common nuifance; but in fo fcanty a court it is 
intolerable.—The whole Prifon is very offenfive.—At fome particular 
times here are* great numbers confined. Once in the winter 1775 
there were above 150, who by the care of the Magiftratcs had a 
fupply of proper food, broth &c.—Licence* for Beer: Fees £0 : 2:0: 
no Table. Claufes of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Debtors. Offenders. 

1774, Nov. 10, 7 - - 2, 

1776, Sep. 11, 7 “ - 5 - 


N n 2 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at LEICESTER. 


GAOLER, Samuel Jordan. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, ? r 

Felons, \ L ° ' ' 5 ‘ * 

Tranfports, If o'nly one £S ; if more than one £7 each. 
Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 1 a four-penny loaf every other clay 
Felons, 5 (weight once 2 lb. 8 oz. once ^Ib.'s oz.J. 


Garnifh, 

Debtors, 

£0 : 

4 : 0, 


Felons, 

0 : 

3:0. 

Number of 

- 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

* 773 » 

Nov. 16, 

16 

- - 3 > 

* 774 > 

April 4, 

16 

- - ir. 

*77 5 > 

Jan. 3, 

1 S 

- - 7 » 


Nov. 11, 

17 

- - 2, 

1776, 

Oft. 29, 

U 

- - 5 - 

CHAPLAIN, : 

Rev. Mr. 

Pigot. 



Duty—Sunday. 

Salary, £30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Mafon. 

Salary, £15 for Debtors and Felons, 


LEICESTER. 
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LEICESTER. 

FOR Mafter’s-fide Debtors eight or nine rooms. Day-room com¬ 
mon. The free ward the Cellar is a long dungeon*, which is down 
feven fteps and damp ■, two windows ; the largeft about a foot fqu.v.e. 
Felons day and night rooms are dungeons from five to fuven fteps 
underground. They fleep on thick mats; which, if coverlids were 
added, would be better than ftraw. The whole clofe and offenfive. 
Court-yard fmall. No Chapel. Two rooms lately built for an In¬ 
firmary : but the fituation of the Gaol is fo confined, that it cannot 
be made convenient or healthy. In 1774 fhree Debtors and a Felon 
died of the Small-Pox. Of that difeale I was informed few ever re¬ 
cover in this Gaol. 

Clauses of'the A£l again!! the ufe of Spirituous Liquors painted 

on the fame board as the Table of F'ees. 

• 

In this County they make an annual colle&ion by a kind of Volun¬ 
tary Brief. The Gentlemen of the Grand-Jury recommend it to the 
Clergy: moll of whom promote the collection in their reipetive 
parifhes. The thanks of the Grand Jury to forty-eight Clergymen by 
name, were inferred in the Leiccfter Journal of Feb. 16th 1775 ; for 
the iatisfaftion of thofe Gentlemen and other Contributors. There is 
a table of the fum received from each parifii •, and a Lift of Debtors 


* This feems to be the low moijl Dungeon that was complained of by a debtor in 
this Gaol, in his Letter 13th Nov. 1690 fent to Mofes Pitt, a Prifoncr in the Fleet ; 
who printed it, with other Letters from Prifoners, in his Cry of the Oppreffcd 1691. 
By this and one or two more of the Letters in that little Traft, it appears that feme 
inconveniences which 1 obferved in Gaols, and have fet down in my Remarks, are of 
long Handing. 


eloathed 
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cloathed or difcharged; and an account of the expenditure of the 
remainder in feeding and warming all the Prifoners in the inclement 
feafon. The collections, in 1774 amounted to /J4- The ac¬ 
counts are kept, and the application of the money is chiefly directed 
-by John Simpfon, Efq. of Leicefter. I wifli every County would 
imitate this exemplary benevolence: and I wifli every County that 
does fo, a'Steward equally faithful and afliduous. 

Lekejlerjhire. 

A TABLE of FEES to be taken by the Keeper of this Gaol. 

, £■ s. D. 

For lodging of every Prifoner per week *— 0:2:4 

For Gaol-Fees for difcharge of every Prifoner —- o : 13 : 4 

For the Turnkey — — — 0:2:0 

A Room of every Prifoner who finds his own bed per week o : 1:0 

A Room, called the Cellar, for debtors if they find their own bed o : o ; o 

For the Copy of every Warrant or Commitment ,— o : 1:0 

For figning the Certificate in order to obtain a Superfedcas o : 1:0 

Thomas a Becket Session. July 10. 1759. 

We whofe names are hereunto fubferibed his Majefty’s Juftices of 
the Peace in and for the County of Leicefter do hereby allow of 
the above Fees being taken. 

We the Judges of Alfize for the County W M . Wright- 
of Leicefter have reviewed and do here- Ch. Hutchinson 

by confirm the above Table of Fees. John Danvers 

Given under our Hands this 17th day W. Cant. 

of Auguft 1759 

T. PARKER JA. HEWITT. 

I 

The above is a Copy of the Original. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

LEICESTER. Two rooms below for men: two above for wo¬ 
men j one of thefe not ufed, becaufe not fecure. ' No chim¬ 
neys. Court-yard not fafe for Prifoners to be allowed the ufe 
of it. The Prilon is kept clean. Keeper’s Salary £21 : he 
pays Window-tax £o : 14 : o. No allowance. I faw none 
at work. 

1775, Jan. 3, Prifoners 3, 

1776, Oft. 29, - - - 2. 

MELTON-MOWBRAY. Two rooms about eleven feet by 
nine. The loft above is a malt chamber, let by tjie Keeper 
for 10 s. 6d. a year. Salary £4. He pay's twenty-five 
fhillings a year for the cottage he now lives in. The County 
is building him a little dwelling of two rooms.—N q court-yard 
nor any room for one. No water. 

1776, Sep. 25, Prifoners none. 

II INK Lit Y. This Prifon has a work-room j a lodging-room for 
men; another for women ; both of them fmall. Mats upon 
bed-(leads. Keeper’s Salary £4:4:0. Fees £0:2:6: 
no Table. He is alto mafter of the Work-houfe adjoining ; in 
which the poor looked healthy, were cheerful, clean, and at 
work. 

1776, Oft. 30, No Prifoners. 


LEICESTER 
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LEICESTER BOROUGH and COUNTY GAOL. 


GAOLER, Henry Coulfon, now Samuel Jordan . 

Salary, none : he pays rent 

Fees, Debtors, ? - 

* , \ 1 ° : *5 : 4 - 

Felons, j 

Tranfports, £ib each. 

Licence, for Beer. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 
Felons, 


} 


two-pence a day each in bread. 


Garnilh, Debtors, £0 -.4:6. 

Felons, 0:2:6. 


Number of - - Debtors. 

1774 . April 4, s - 

J 77 $> J an - 3 > * - 

- Nov. 11, 1 - 

1776, Oft. 29, 1 - 


Felons &c. 

- 5 > 

2, 

- o, 

2. 


CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Maule. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


LEICESTER 
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LEICESTER TOWN GAOL. 


A COMMON Day-room or Kitchen; two rooms above for Remarks, 
fuch as pay. Down five fteps a Dungeon for Men-felons ; another 
for Women ; another for Common-fide Debtors. This Town Gaol 
has a Court-y:jrd with plenty of water. No Table of Fees. Claufes 
of the Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 


TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

Joins to the Tqwn Gaol. Two fmall rooms for men, and two 
for women. Keeper’s Salary £i ; 13 : 4. 

1776, Oft. 29, No Prifoners. 


O o 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY <3 A OL at DERBY. 

GAOLER, Blyth Simp/on. 

Salary, £20. 

Fees, Debtors.? £ 0 ..j, . 4 . 

Felons, j 

Tranfports, £$ \ 17 : o each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 1 per week, each two ninepenny loaves; 

Felons, 3 and in common two Czvl. of coals. 
Garnilh, £0:3:6, and £0:1: 2 for coals &c. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1773 , Nov. 18, 4 - - ' 3, 

1774, April a, 8 - - 10, 

1775, Nov. 13, 12 - - 8, 

1776, 06 t. 29, xo - 7. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Seal , now the Rev. Mr. Henry. 

Duty—Tuefday, Thurfday, Saturday. 

Salary, £30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Harr if on. 

« 

Salary, £30 for Debtors, Felons, and the Bridewell. 
Three guineas for Travelling Charges to Quarter 
Seffions, to report the Hate of the health of the 
Prifoners. 


.D E R B Y. 
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DERBY. 

*. • 


THIS GAOL, built about eighteen years ago, is in an airy 
healthy fituation.—The Debtors Court-yard and Ward vejy properly 
leparate from thofe for Felons, but not from the Bridewell. The 
Debtors floors are tarras, not eafily wafhed. The windows in general 
too finall.—-The Bridewell , in the Debtor^ court, has a large work¬ 
room, a lodging-room for men, and two for women. Mr. Simpfon 
is Keeper: Salary ^40, deducing £14 fcJT the former Keeper.—In 
the Felons Court there is for men a day-room, and down three fleps 
a dungeon: for women a day-room, and two fmall night-rooms j 
the latter are too clofe.—A neat Chapel, and near it a new Bath: 
Prisoners wa(h in it before Afiize and Quarter Sefiions: a Copper 
juft by to warm the water in winter. —Over thofe are two rooms 
for an Infirmary.—There is alfo a new room or parlour at the 
Keeper’s hoist'd with windows to the Felons court : this circumltance 
keeps them quiet and orderly. The County allows eight guineas 

a year for Straw. 

Mr. Simpson obferved to me vejyjudicioufly, that “ Licences in 
Gaols occalion much difordcr.” ' 

A i’Lrson goes round the County about Chriftmas to Gentlemen’s 
houles,. and begs for the Debtors. He carries a book, in which 
the Giver enters his name, and donation. The whole amount ge¬ 
nerally about ^14. 


R L M A R K ' 


O o i 


TABLE 
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TABLE OF FEES. 

« 

Derlyjhire, \ T the General Quarter Seflions—licit! at Bakewcll 
to wit. ijl —on TuelHay the firfl week after the tranflation of 
St. Thomas the Martyr (to wit) the 10th—July—4th year of 
—Georgelll.—1764, before the Rev. Sir John Every, Bart, the 
Rev. John Simpfon, Clerk, Philip Cell, John Twigg, Henry ’Thornhill, 
and Jofepb Briggs, Efquires, Ju 3 j|es &c. 

[Leonard Fosbrookb, Efq. Sheriff. 

it is oraerea—tnat the touowing—Fees-—be taken by the Keeper 
-and no other. 

£■ s. D. 

For the lodging of every Prifoner in his houfe per week 2 

For the difeharge of each Prifoner out of cuftody _ 13 

To the Turnkey —— 2 

For the copy of every Warrant ’ — 1 

For figning a Certificate, in order to obtain a Superfideus 2 

For regiftering each declaration p;:, — — 1 

For attending with every Prifoner in order to give bail or - 
be otherwife difeharged —- _ 

And. it is further ordered, that the Clerk of the Peace do caufe this 
Order to be printed, and the Keeper of the Gaol for the time 

;.L;* 

being do obferve the fame upon pain of being profecuted accord¬ 
ing -to law. 

By the Court, Heathcote Clerk of the Peace 

We the Judges of Afiize for the County of Derby have reviewed and 
do hereby confirm the above written Table of Fees. Given under our 
hands at the Aifizes holden at Derby the 1 ith day of Auguft 1764. 

T. PARKER 
E. CLIVE. 


DERBY 
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: ? - 

DERBY TOWN GAOL 

Is alfo the Bridewell. Two rodrnsfor Debtors; one for Felons; 
three for Petty Offenders. Prifoners always locked up : the narrow 
court or paffage, only thirty-four^,f^et by feven, not being fecurc, 
is of little ufe but for the Keepettf fowls. The whole dirty and of¬ 
fensive. Gaoler has a garden tntfdnd the Prifon. No Salary as 
Gaoler: as Keeper of Bridewell £5. *Fees, Debtors 6s. 8d. 
Felons 3s. 6d. No Table, G&rniih 3s. 6d. on a paper in 
the Debtors kitchen. Allowance to Felons one fhilling and fix-pence 
weekly in bread. Licence for Beer. 

1776, 061 :. 29, Debtors* 2, Felons &c. 2. 

Another county ^ridewell at 

IVY 

CHESTERFIELD. This Floufe, given, as I was informed, to 
the County for a Bridewell, was built in 1614. For men, a 
room or cellar under the Keeper’s houfe ■, down eight fteps j 
but level with the ground behind it: provifion generally put 
through a hole in the floor.^jA room for women up ftairs.. 
No court-yard : no water: no ftraw. Nothing allowed by the 
County for Conveyance to Quarter Seflions. Keeper’s Salary 
£ 20. No fees: no allowance: no employment. 

1776, Jan. 10, Prifoners 2, 

- 0&. 28, - - - 1. 


CHESTER- 
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chesterfield GAOL, 


For the Hundred of Scar/dale, is the property of the Duke of 
Portland;' to whom, or to his St^tyard, the Gaoler pays £1 8 : 12:0 
a year.—Only one room with a'cs|[hr under it; to which the Prifon- 
crs occafionally defcend through a hole in the floor. The cellar had 
not been cleaned for many months. The Priion-door had not been 
opened for feveral weeks, t when I was there firrt. There were four 
Priloners, who told me they were almofi. flarved : one of them fukl, 
with tears in his eyes, “ he had not eaten a morfel that day; ” it 
was afternoon. Their meagre fickly countenances confirmed what 
they faid. They had borrowed, a book of Dr. Manton 's j one of 
them was reading it to the reft. 1 ', Each of them Ivxd a wife; and they 
had in the whole thirteen childf^n, call on their refpeftive parilhes. 
Two had their groats from the Creditors ; and out of that pittance 
they relieved the other two. No allowance: no flraw : no firing ; 
water a halfpenny for about three gallons, put in (as other things 
are) at the window.—Gaoler lives diftant. 


1776, Jan,* 10, Debtors 4, 

- Oft, 28, - - -1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAT)L at ;NOTTINGHAM. 


GAOLER, Richard Bonington. 

Salary, £20. 

Fees, Debtors, ? ^ ^ ... , 

Felons, J 

Tranfports, £y : 17 : 6 each. 
Licence for Beer. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, of late three-halfpennyworth of bread 

a day. 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread and 
a halfpenny in money every day 
(weight of threepenny Loaf in Jan. 1775, 
1 lb. OZ.J. 

Garnilh, lately prohibited. 


Number of 

- 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons 

i 77 3 > 

Nov. 

* 7 » 

4 - 

- 12, 

1774 , 

April 


■ P ' 

- i<? - 

- 2, 

I 775 > 

Jan. 

4 , 

- ‘ x. 

— 

Nov. 

12, 

■i'C ■ 

- 4 - 

- ir. 

1776, 

Sep. 

2 5 >. 

4 - 

- to. 

V 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Anderfon. 
Duty—Sunday and Wednefday. 
Salary, £50. 

S U R G E O N, Mr. Bettejon. 

Salary, £20 for Debtors and Felons. 


NOTTING- 
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Remarks. 


NOT X I N G H A M. 

THE GAOL is on the fide of a hill. For Mailer’s fide Debtors 
three rooms. Down about twenty-five fteps are three rooms for 
Criminalj who can pay. Down twelve Heps more are deep dun- 
geons, cut in the fandy rock, y|fy damp : only one of them is ufed j 
it is twenty-one feet by thirteen/ and feven feet high: the ftraw on 
barrack-beds. , 

For Bathing here is (not, as in molt other County Gaols, an in¬ 
convenient and almoft ufelels Tub—but) a large and very commor 
dious Bath, fupplied with river water j and a Copper juft by, to 
warm it when neceflary. This Bath is a late improvement; and fo 
is the Infirmary, near it, which has two rooms. The Ad for pre- 
ferving the Health of Prifoners is neatly painted over the Keeper’s 
door. v 

The Juftices have allowed the Gaoler to fupply the fick with 
better nourilhment &c. to the amount of feven fhillings a week. 
Gentlemen fo remarkably confiderate and humane will, I hope, 
aboliih the unwholefome Dungeon. 

• 4 Ml 

No Chapel; Service is performed in a parlour, which is too 
fmall. • 

Transports condemned at Afilzes have, with the King’s allow¬ 
ance of two fliillings and fix-pence a week, the County-bread. 

Here (as at Derby) a man goes round the County about Chrift- 
mas, and begs at Gentlemen’s houfes for the Debtors. He carries 
a book, and Gentlemen write in it their names and donations. 
Amount, the two lift years ^62. Charge of colleding £18. 

Prisoners 
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Prisoners are cried in cloaths provided for that purpofe by the 
County. 

* 

In the account lately fent up to London of Tranfports in this Gaol, 
was one William Berks. This man obtained his Majefty’s pardon. 
Mr. Francis Waters, Clerk of Affile, in his letter fent with the par¬ 
don, charges 

State Office Fees ^1:7:6, 

My Fees - ^ 1 : J : 8. 

For thefe and the Gaol Fees the pardoned Criminal was detained 
at my laft vifit. 


TABLE OF FEES. 


Nottinghamfhire. 

AT the Quarter Seffions held at the Shire-Hall 14th January 1760. 

£. S. D. 

For lodging and board of each Prifoner per week — 0:7:0 

For each Prifoner when he hath a room and bed of the Gaoler ■> 

Co: 2:0 

and diets himfelf, by the week — \ 

' * 

For each Prifoner when he finds his own bed and diet ptr week o : 0:6 
For the difcharge of each Prifoner , ■*» — o : 13 : 4 

And to the Turnkey for the fame •— — 0:1:4 


The Gaoler is to take notice if he takes more than the above Sums 
he is liable to forfeit to the party aggrieved for each offence the 
fum of fifty pounds exclufive of the penalties inffi&ed by for¬ 
mer Afts. 


PP 


Ws 
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We aired the Deputy Clerk of the Peace betwixt now and the next 
Sdfions to put Copies of this Table in the refpedive Courts 
within this County where the General Quarter Sdfions are held, 
and alfo in fome confpituous open place within the faid Gaol in 
order that the fame may be inipeded as occafions may require to 
be reforted to at all feafonable times in the day time without 
paying any thing for the fame 

M. Musters J White 

W. Bilbie W m . Kirke 

H. Sherbrooke Geo. Mason. 

Having reviewed the above Table of Fees I do hereby confirm 
the fame. Witnefs my hand the a6thday of March 1760 

H. &ATHURST. 

John Hurst Deputy Clerk of the Peace. 


Nottinghamshire. A Table of the feveral cifts legacies and 
JLjL bequests —for the benefit—of poor Prifoners 
in the common Gaol of this County as fettled by us his Majefty’s 
Juftices of the Peace—this i8th day of Jan. 1760. Purfuant to the 
late 'Ad of Parliament and according to the bell: information we can 
get, as follows. 

» 

Br John Shtrnuin Efq. of Nottingham, the yearly Sum of Four Pounds, paid 
quarterly out of an Eftate at Bramfcote , in this County, purchafed by Mr. Sbcr- 
w/n’s Father of fome of the Defendants of Henry Handley Efq. who left this 
Charity. 


By 
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By Abel Smith Efq. of Nottingham, purfuant to the dire&ions of the Will of Mr. 
Abel Collings deceafed, four Ihillings monthly for Coals for the Prifoners. 

t 

Wb are informed that forty ihillings a year, was formerly left by fome of the fa¬ 
mily of —— Hutchinfon Efquire. But that the Prifoners have not received 
the fame thefe twenty years paft. • 

We do not know of any other Gifts, Legacies, or Bequefts, except the General 
Colledtion made in the County for the Prifoners every Chriftmqs. 

We order this Table to be tranfmitted to the Deputy Clerk of the Peace for 
this County, to be entered among the Rolls of the Scffions, and Copies 
thereof *o be made and hung up by him in the refpettive Courts, where 
the General Quarter Seffions are held—there to remain and be infpefted. --- 
And alfo to caufe another Copy—to be tranfmitted to the Keeper of the faid 
Gaol to be forthwith hung up by him there, in fome public place, and in a 
confpicuous manner, — fo as the Prifoners may have free refort thereto, at 
all feafonable times in the day time, without paying any thing for 
the fame. 


M. Musters 
W. Bilbie 
H. Sherbrooke 
A. C. Stanhope 


J. White 
W M . Kirke 
jEO. Mason. 


A true Copy examined with 
the Original by me 

John Hurst. 


P p 2 


NOTTING- 
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NOTTINGHAM TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Richard Bonington, the County Gaoler. 

Salary, /8. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 8:0 if under £10. 

o : 14 : 8 if from any Cgurt in London. 
Felons, * o : 14 : 8. 

Tranfports, £7 : 17 : 6 each. 

Licence, fee County Gaol. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, three-halfpence in bread, a day. 
Garnilh, lately prohibited. 


Number of - Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 17, 5 - 

- 2, 

1775, Jan. 4, 3 - 

- 0, 

- Nov. 12, 5 - 

- 2, 

• 1776, Sep. 25, 0 - 

O. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 


SURGEON, None Rated. The 

Mayor ord 

wanted.. 



Remarks. THIS GAOL has been lately repaired and much improved. 

Three rooms on the ground-floor, two chambers, and two garrets: 
a back-court well fupplied with water. Debtors have from a Legacy 


one 



Midland Circuit. NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 


one (hilling a week for coals. Collected in the Town for Prifoners 
the laft two years £8. 

NOTTINGh iVN BRIDEWELL. 

Two rooms: no fire-place: a dungeon down nine fteps. No 
court-yard, although there is ground before and behind the houfe. 
No fewer. Water in a kitchen, where there is a bed for Prifoners 
who can pay two-pence a night. Keeper’s Salary £8. 

1776, Sep. 25, PrifonSrs none. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SOUTHWELL. 

This is alfo ufed as a Prifon for thofe Manors in this County 
which belong to the Archbifhop of Yorfc 

In front is a room pn the ground-floor, in which were two men: 
one of them fentenced for three years, the other for feven -.—and a 
dungeo'n about fourteen feet -fquare, down ten fteps. The date on 
this part is 1656.—In the back-court is a new building with two 
rooms on the ground-floor, and two above: one of the latter is an 
Infirmary. No pump in this court: no fewer: Claufes of Aft againft 
Spirituous Liquors not hung up.—Apothecary Mr. Richardjon ; he 
makes a bill.—Allowance three-halfpennyworth of bread. A three¬ 
penny loaf weighed 1 lb. jjoz. at my firft vifit; at my laft 2lb.-— 
No emplpyment.—Keeper’s Salary ^45 : Fees 3 s. 6d. no Table. 

He informed me that a few years ago, feven died here of the 
Gaol-Fever within two years. 

1775, Jan. 4, Prifoners 9,. 

1776, Sep. 24, - -13.’ 


NEWARK 



-94 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. Midland Circuit. 


NEWARK upon Trent TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms; the largeft, up ftairs, twelve feet by eleven. No 
court-yard: no water: no fewer. Keeper lives at a little diftance: 
no Salary: Fees four fhillings: no Table. Allowance three-half¬ 
pence a day: no ftraw. Among the various Improvements that are 
making in this Town, I hope the Corporation will think of a better 
Prifon. 

1776* Sep. 23, Prifoners 2. 


BASFORD PRISON, for debtors. 

t 

This is his Majefty’s Gaol or Prifon of the Court of Record of his 
Honour of Peverel and additional Limits of the fame in the Counties 
of Nottingham and Derby. One room with three beds. The Keeper 
faid he had another little room for Women-prifoners; but that, 
having now none of that fex, he made ufe of it for his fervants. 
The Houfe is his Freehold. Fees 13s. 4d. by a Court-roll.— 
The Debts from forty fhillings to fifty pounds. 

1776, Sep. 24, Prifoners 3. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, LINCOLN CASTLE. 


•GAOLER, IJaac W^». 

Salary, none. But £154 a ^ear to lupply Prifoners as below - y 

and to pay Land-tax &c. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, ? r 

r- 1 \ £° : 14 : 4- 

. Felons, j 

Tranfports, £8:8:0 for each: and 13 s. 4. d. fee Table of Fees* 
, He pays the Clerk of Aflize a guinea for each. 
Licence for Beer: which the Gaoler*brews. He lets the Tap. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, if certified as in Remarks, fame as Felons. 

Felons, each weekly 8 lb. bread, and 2d. for beef: 
in common yearly £2, for coals: £i> 
ftraw: and £2, oatmeal. 

• Garnilh, £0 ■. 2:6. 


Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


17T4, J an - 2 7> 

- Odt. 29, 14 - - 9, 

1776, Jan. 31, 2j - - 18, 

- Sep. 23, 12 - - 3. 


CHAPLAINS, Rev. Mr. Simp/on-, and Dr. Waldgrave by his 
Curate the Rev. Mr. Welling. 

Duty—Mr. Simp/onWednefday and Friday: Mr. Welling Sunday. 
Salary, Mr. Simp/on £5 8cc. fee Remarks-, Dr. Wald grave 
about £2$ per Legacy of Rebecca Hujfey. 

SURGEON, Mr. Pamall. 

Salary, £20. 


LINCOLN 
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Remarks. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. Midland* Circuit. 

LINCOLN CASTLE 

BELONGS to the Duchy of Lancafter. The County pays ten* 
jfhillings a year. The Gaoler, per contract, to keep it in repair.— 
A fpacious Area of fix or feven acres. On the ground-floor are the 
Gaoler’s apartments, the Tap-room &c. 

t 

For Mafter’s-fide Debtors, fix fizeable rooms on the firft ftory; 
and as many garrets. The floors of both ftories are tarras, and can¬ 
not be kept clean: the^paffages only fix feet wide,‘with windows 
clofe glazed. 

The free ward for Debtors is only a room at the end of the build¬ 
ing, down two fteps. It is paved with fmall ftones, and is a thorough¬ 
fare to fundry places. Firft, by a trap-door in the faid pavement 
you go down ten fteps to two vaulted dungeons for Criminals, eight 
feet high; one, the Pit , fourteen feet by twenty-one, window two 
feet by fourteen inches; the other, within it,‘ the Condemned Cell , 
fourteen feet by eight; window about nine inches by eighteen: a 
little fhort ftraw on the floors: both dungeons dirty and offenfive.— 
You alfo pafs through it to the Women-felons ward which joins to 
it and is eleven feet by eight:—and to the Felons fmall court-yard, 
and their fizeable day-room, fifteen feet by nineteen : no water: no 
fewer:—and to a room for the clofer confinement of Debtors who do 
not behave well. 

There are two rooms with beds for Felons who can pay for them. 
To thefe you go another way. 

No Chapel: Service is performed in the Shire-Hall. No Infir¬ 
mary.—The whole Prifon is out of "repair.—Perhaps becaufe the 
County defigns to build a new one. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wood, befides the fore-mentioned articles of his contraft, 
is to furnilh his Prifoners with pails, and other utenfils, to amount 
of £3 a year j and to pay yearly to Pfifoners in the King's Bench 
and Marjhaljea , two guineas; all out of his £ 154. 

In order to a Debtor’s being admitted to County Allowance, it is 
required that he produce a Certificate of his poverty figned by the 
Minifter, Churchwardens and Overfeers of his Parilh. 

Mr. Simpson’s Salary £$ is from a Legacy of ’Thomas Hassle dine ; 
and for attending condemned Criminals h§ has five guineas from the 
Sheriff. 

Rebecca Hussey by her Will, proved in London 10th May 
1715, bequeathed the Intereft of £tooo to releafe poor Debtors from 
this Caltle : but no Debtors have received the benefit for many years 
pad.— Thomas Hazledine left to the Prifoners £3 a year payable from 
the Rent of a Houfe in Lincoln. —There is not in the Gaol any 
Memorial of Bequefis. 

On a Tomb-ftone in the Cathedral, is an Infcription, noting that 
Clement Wood Interred there, was thirty-three years Gaoler of the 
Caftle, and of the City Gaol. 


ATABLE of FEES to be taken by the Gaoler or Keeper of the 
Gaol for the County of Lincoln —and rules for government— 
fettled purfuant to a late Aft for Relief of Debtors &c. 


Every Prifoner fhall pay to the Gaoler at his firft coming T 
into Gaol fix lhillings and eight-pence — j 


S. D. 
6 : 8 


CLq 


Every 



LINCOLNSHIRE. Midland Circuit. 


£■ S. D. 

Every Prifoner that will lodge in any chamber in the houfe Q . t ^ 
(hall pay to the Gaoler for his bed weekly , — 5 

If he will have the whole bed to himfelf, to pay weekly o : z ■ 6 
But if two or more Debtors lie in the fame bed then to be") . 2 • 6 
paid amongft them weekly r — — J 

And that the four chambers on the firft floor (hall be held 
and kept for fuch only as board in the houfe. 

Every Prifoner for Debt to pay but one Fee to the Gaoler's 

for his difeharge out of the Prifon though he (lands f ^ 
committed in feveral aftions, and the Fee to be no more ( 
than fix (hillings and.eight-pence — — J 

To the Turnkey on the faid difeharge, one (hilling — 0:1:0 

Every Felon to pay to the ( Gaolcr upon his Difeharge out of 7 

• •• > O 1 I) 1 ^ 

Prifon thirteen /hillings and four-pence — j 

To the Turnkey on the faid difeharge, one (hilling — o : t : o 

The Gaoler having the care of the Felons condemned for - 

Tranfportation, fometimes three months, fometimes fix 

months, and often longer, to be paid for each Felon o ; 13:4 

by the Treafurer out of the County-money when-he is 

taken out of Gaol thirteen (hillings and four-pence 

Every Prifoner committed from the Bar, by the Judge of-s 

Afiize or Seflions to pay to the Gaoler for his Difeharge > 0:13:4 

thirteen (hillings and four-pence — — J 

Every Prifoner th it will eat at the firft tabic to pay five-> 

(hillings a week to the Gaoler for his lodging and diet > o : 5:0 

having three meals a day — — 3 

If he cats at the fecond table then he (hall pay but four > 

f o : 4:0 

fliillings a week for his diet and lodging — J 

Every Debtor that lies in the common Grate may provide himfelf with a bed, 
bedding and (heets and purfuant to the Aft have neceflaries of life from 
any place—between fix in the morning and fix at night from Lady-day to 
Michaelmas—between eight and four from Michaelmas to Lady-day— 
no more than one quart of Ale a day-—brought in to one Prifoner, to pre¬ 
vent dillurbance &c. 


Every 
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Every Debtor—whom two Juftices—adjudge ncceflltous*-—and every Felon 
lhall have 81 b. weight of wholefome houfehold bread, and f 1 lb. weight 
of beef delivered to them weekly. 

Every Debtor lhall quietly—go to his chamber, between Lady-day and Mi¬ 
chaelmas at nine in the evening—and between Michaelmas and Lady-day at 
eight and no later; whofoever lhall refufc—lhall on proof be deprived of 
his beef and bread by a Juftice for a time at difcrction. 

If any Gaoler, Turnkey or other Officer, or any Prifoncr---require*any—-money 
from a new-come Prifoner—either forgarnilli money, chamber-money---cards 
—feeing Lufey Tower—or any other account whatfoever. Shall—if a Pri¬ 
foner Jofe his allowance for a time at the diferetion of a Jufticc-—if the 
Gaoler &c. be punilhed as an extortioner according to Law. 

If the Gaoler or any of his fub-officcrs lhall at any time from hence think it fafe 
to take - off any Felon’s Irons, if a common Felon he lliall pay the Aim of 
two Ihillings and Ax-pencc a week and no more—If a Gentleman or better 
fort of Criminal then he lhall take the fum of five Ihillings per week and 
no more 

Any perfon removed by Habeas Corpus to pay the fame Fees as other Prifoners 
when difeharged. 

A Prifoner making water—fo as to annoy—or walhing hands in the bucket— 
to lofe his allowance for a time Sec. 


We his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the divifion of Lindjey 
in the County of Lincoln. Aflembled—at Spiljly have examined 
the above Table of Fees with the Rules and Orders—and do 
allow and confirm the fame—the iath day of April 1768 
Ric Wright 
. W Marshall 
Ed Wills 


W M . Massingberd 
H: Best. 


* See Remarks preceding, 
f Inftead of this they have two-pence. 

J This Order being fomewhat Angular I have tranferidfed it verbatim. 

Qjq 2 • We 
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We his Majefty’s Juftices—for the divifionof Kefteven —aflembled 
—at Sleaford —do allow and confirm the fame—13th April , 
1768 

John Thorald, Ded Jones 

Rob t . Burne Leo: Brown. 


We his Majefty’s Juftices—-for theDivifion of Holland —aflembled 
—at Bojlon —do allow and confirm the fame—14th July 1768 


We the Judges of Afiize for the County 
of Lincoln have reviewed the above 
Table of Fees with the Rules and 
Orders therein contained, and do 
hereby confirm the fame. Witnefs 
our hands this 25th day of July 
1768 

T. PARKER 
E. CLIVE. 


Ri Falkner 
FI. B. Pacey 
Ri Fydell 
J Linton Jun r . 
J Calthorp. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

GAINSBOROUGH. Three rooms: a final] yard: no water: 
no ftraw: no allowance: no work. Conveyance to Quarter 
Seliions at Keeper’s expence. His Salary £30. No Fees.— 

Might be improved on the Keeper’s garden. 

J 77^ Jan. 30, Prifoners 3. 


FOKINGHAM. 
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FOKINGHAM. Damp rooms: uu vuimney: fmall yard:- no 
pump : no fewer. • Yet the Keeper faid a woman with a child 
at her bread: was fent hither for a year and a day: the child died. 
Conveyance to Quarter Scffions at Keeper’s expence. 

1774, Oft. 28, Prifoners 4. 

SPALDING. This Prifon, lately built, has feveral fizeable airy 
rooms thirteen feet by ten: chimneys in fome of them. A 
work-robm twenty-eight feet by nine^and three-quarters. The 
under-rooms vaulted, twelve feet and a half by nine and a half. 
No yard: no water acceffible to Prisoners. When theywoik 
they have three-fourths of the profit; Turnkey, the remainder. 
Claufes of Act againfi: Spirituous Liquors hung up:—as alfo is 
the late Aft for preserving the Health of Prifoners; neatly 
painted on a fmall board.—Keeper’s Salary £38: Fees 5 s. 
mo Table.—He told me that in the laft fix years he had 
236 Prifoners. 

* 1776, Feb. 2, Prifoners 4. 

STAMFORD TOWN GAOL. 

The Gate which was the old Prifon and Town-Hall is taken 
down. The only room now made ufe of is in the Gaoler’s Jioufe, 
which joined to the gate.—There is a new Prifon building behind 
the new Town-Hall. The part of it that is finifhed has—two cells, 
about twelve feet by eight: the window in each only two feet by 
four inches and a half;—and a Bridewell-room fixteen feet by eight, 
feet three inches: the window here alfo too fmall, two feet by one 
foot eight inches. 


Allowance 
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Allowance to Felons two-pence a day. Salary as Gaoler £4 : 
■as Keeper £3-6:8: Fees, Jee Table-, whi$h, though not figned, I 
tranfcribe for the Angularity of an article or two. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1776, Feb. 10,' o - - 1. 

- Sep. 26, o - - 2. 


The Town or Boroughs TABLE of FEES« fettled &c.— 

of Stamford in the > J \ at the Quarter Seflions held by 
County of Lincoln, J Adjogrnment 28th Auguft 1J29 &c . 


For every A rre ft upon Bail — — 

For waiting for Bail one ihilling per hour 
Bail Fees to the Gaol — —- —• 

For diet each day, if not find themfelves — , — 

For lodging each night, if not find themfelves — 

If they find themfelves bedding, then for cleaning the 
room each week — —■ — 


£- S. D. 
o : 10 : o 

o : 6:0 
o : 1:0 

o : 0:4 

o : t : o 


For Felons &c. that lie on the Common-fide, 


For Gaoler’s Fees for tl>e Gaol — — 0 : 

To the Smith ironing and taking off — — o : 

. Lodging for each night — — — o : 

To the perfon who executes fentence of pillory, burn- ) . 

ing in the hand, or whipping — * * 

To the Keeper of the Houfe of Correftion for every perfon ? . 

that is committed for the firft night — ' 

Every day that perfon continues in cuftody for attendance o : 


10 : o 
2 : o 
o : 2 

1 : o 

o : 6 

o : 1 


LINCOLN 
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LINCOLN CITY and CO.UNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Francis Toyn. 

Salary, £20. 

Fees, . Debtors, 7 r 0 , 

Felons, .5 

Tranfports, £10 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, one fliilling a week. 

Garnilh, 'one fliilling. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Jan. 27, 3 - - 2, 

1776, Jan. 31, o - - I, 

- Sep. 23, o - - 2. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 

THIS GAOL, near the Gate, has one large room for Men- Remark 
debtors, one fmaller for Women, both up flairs: in each a fire-place. 

The rooms for Criminals are two dungeons down three fteps; with 
bedfleads; that they may not fleep on the damp earth-floor. In one 

of 
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of them is a cage for clofer confinement when neceffary. Thefe 
Prifoners are fometimes taken into the Keeper’s houfe. No court¬ 
yard : no water accefiible Prifoners. No ftraw. 


City of Lincoln and") ^ A Table of— rates and fees 

County of thefame City, £ il -—fettled by the J uftices—at 

a General Quarter Sefiions-—held at the Guild-Hall—within the firft 
whole week next after the Tranflation of'St. Thomas the Martyr 
to wit, on the 14th day of July in the 33d—of George II—17 59 
purfuant to—an Adt for Relief of Debtors &cc. 


£■ 


I- 


Every Debtor that lies in a bed belonging to the Keeper 
is to pay one /hilling weekly and no more t — 

Any Debtor that finds a bed and places it in the Common ■> 
Room is to pay nothing for his lodging — 

Every Prifoner for Debt is to pay one Fee to the Keeper") 
for his Diichargc out of Prifon though he /lands com- 1 Q 
.mitted in feveral A ft ions end that Fee no more than j 
fix /hillings and eight-pence — — J 

Every Felon is to pay to the Gaoler for his Difcharge out 1 q 
of Prifon fix /hillings and eight-pence and no more S 

If not continued in Prifon above a week then to pay only | Q 


three /hillings and four-pence — 

Every Prifoner that will eat with the Gaoler is to pay for") 
his lodging and diet weekly four /hillings and fix-pcncc > o 
having three meals a day _ _ J 


S . D . 

1 : o 

: o ; o 

: 6 : 8 

: 6 : 8 

= 3 = 4 

4 : 6 


Every 
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£• S. D. 


Every Prifoner committed from the Bar by the Judge of 
Aflizc or Seflions is jo pay the Gaoler for his Difchargc 
three (hillings and four pence and no more — 


■ 

w 


O 


: 3 1 


Rob. Obbinson Mayor 
Jn°- Hooton 
Ro« t - Thickston 
Jn°- Davies 
Ger. Gibson 
Ew d - Fowlir 


John Wilson- 
Edw d - Letherland 
Rob t - Drewry 
John Brown 
Brox m - Brown 


We the Judges of Affize for the City of Lincoln and County of the 
fame City haves reviewed this Table of Fees and do hereby 
confirm the lame, Given under our Hands this 9th day of 
Augult 1759 

T PAB.KER 
JA HEWITT 


Examined by Josr. Peart 
Clerk of the Peace 


Rr 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY QAOL at OAKHAM. 


GAOLER, William Lumley, now Henry Lumley. 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, 


>rSj ] £o : 
s, J 


Felons, 
Tranfports, £iq each. 
Licence, for Beer. 


14 : lOi 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, ") £WQ f ]X p enn y i oaves a W eek. 
Felons, J 

Garnifli, one Drilling. 


Number of - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Jan. 23, o - - o, 

1775, Nov. 10, 1 - ~ 2, 

1776, Sep. 26, o - - 0. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Mlivant. 

Salary, ,£5:5:0. 


OAKHAM. 
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OAKHAM. 


THIS is alfo the county brtdewell and the town gaol ; yet I Remam 
found it twice empty. On the ground-floor is a day-room or kitchen 
for Debtors:—a day-room, and two finall night-rooms for Felons; 
one of which being very Imall and quite clofe, the Gaoler has made 
apertures in the door, one at top, the other at bottom:—and a large 
work-room. 

Up Hairs are two rooms ftrongly planked with oak: in each of 
them are two beds. 

The Felons court-yard is lately parted off with ftrong wooden 
palilades; which intercepting the pump, the Juftices have been fo 
confiderate as to put down another pump in the Felons court. They 
have alfo ordered th*e Gaoler to provide fome cloathing for the moft 
deftitute Priioners. His Salary as Keeper of the Bridewell is £io. 

No Table of Fees. 

The prelent Gaoler’s Father, Grandfather and Great Grandfather 
held the fame office. 


R r 2 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at NORTHAMPTON. 


GAOLER, John Scofield. 

S'alary, none : he pays the County /40 a year. 

Fees, Debtors, ? £o . tJ . 4 . 

Felons, J 

t 

Tranfports, If two each; if more £6 : 16 : 6 each. 
Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two-pennyworth of bread a day (weight 

• Jan. 1775, lib. i[oz.). 

Garnilh, Debtors, £0:6: o. 

Felons, o : 2 : 6. 


Number of 

1773, Nov. 15 

1774, April 5 : 

1775, Jan. 2, 

1776, Jan. 5, 


Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

- 9 - 

- 8,’ 

- 6 - 

4 > 

- 8 - 

- 7 > 

- 7 - 

- 12. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. 

Duty—Sunday, Tuefday, Thurfday. 
Salary, £40. 


SURGEON, Mr. Kerr, Salary, none. 
APOTHECARY, Mr. Breton. S They make a Bill. 


NORTHAMP- 
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NORTHAMPTON. 

THIS GAOL is alfo the county*bridewell ; but Petty 
Offenders are kept feparate from Felons. Mr. Scofield has a Salary 
of £36 : 10 : o as Keeper. Two court-yards ■, but that for Felons is 
too clofe. No ftraw. The County have lately built fevci\ commo¬ 
dious rooms, for one Felon each: yet there is flill a dungeon eleven 
fteps under ground, which might have been difufed if they had 
doubled the number of the new rooms. There is ground enough 
in the Keeper’s yard or garden. 

The Chapel is the upper room in the GXoler’s houfe.—It is pain¬ 
ful for Prifoners loaded with irons to go up and down the ftairs. 
No Table of Fees. 


NORTHAMPTON TOWN GAOL. 


No yard : no water—So the Prifoners told me at the large grate, 
where I could fee the room j into which, for that reafon, I happened 
not to go.—I mention this circumftance becaufe it occurred no where 
elfe. 

1776, Jan. 5, Prifoners 1 ; 

DAV ENTRY GAOL. 

Close rooms. No yard: no "water, 

1776, Jan. 5, No Prifoners. 


3°9 


Remark 1 .. 


PETER- 
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PETERBOROUGH- GAOL, 

For the Liberty called the Sofa, which contains thirty-two towns, 
is the property of Lord Exeter . It is now alfo the Prifon of the 
Dean aqd Chapter of the Cathedral Church of the Borough of 
St. Peter otherwife Peterborough. 

Two rooms for Debtors, and down three fteps a room called the 
Gaol i in which is the condemned room: the Court Having power of 
life and death. A Malefa&or was executed here about two years 
ago. No allowance. Keeper’s Salary £ i2 : Fees 7 s. 8d. the Table 
neither figned nor dated. He pays Window-tax £1: $ : 6. 

1774, Oft. 28, Debtors 2, 

1776, Sep. i6 y 3, Deferter 1. 

PETERBOROUGH BRIDEWELL, 

« 

For the Soke, as above, has on the ground-floor a large work- 
fhop, and a room lately divided into a part for men, and another for 
women.—Up flairs, two rooms or hemp-warchoufes: the Keeper 
a hemp-drefier. A very fmall court-yard; not fecure : Prifoners 
always within doors. No water. Keeper’s Salary £8 : Fees 3 s. 6 d. 
no Table. 

1774, 0&. 28, Prifoner 1, 

1776, Sep. 26, - 1. 


.COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at READING. 

GAOLER, The Widow Wijemin, now John Hill. 

Salary, £20. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 16 : 10, * 

Felons, o : 14 ; 4. 

Tranfports, £2:2:0 each. 

Licencfc, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three-pence a day each. 

Garnilh, Debtors, £0 : $ : 6 , 

Felons, 0:2:6. 

Number of - Debtors. Felons &c. 

t 

1773, Dec. 11, it - - u, 

*774> J^y 29, 10 - - 6, 

1776, Jan. 1, 9 - * 15, 

- Nov. 1, 3 - _ 8. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Webfter. 

Duty—Sunday and Wednefday. 

Salary, £31 : 10 : o. 

SURGEON, Mr. fylleard . 

Salary, £ 10 for Gaol and Bridewell. 

DEBTORS and Felons have their court-yards feparated by iron Remarks. 
rails.—The former have a kitchen: and for the Mafter’s-fide many 

rooms i 
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reading, rooms; but no free ward.—Felons have a day-room for men and 
women. The night-room for men is a large dungeon down four fteps: 
the Prifoners broke out lately. A feparate*night-room for women.— 
The Turnkey has now » lodging-room, over the Felons dungeon, 
with an alarm bell: fo that an escape will be more difficult. There 
is lately fitted up a fmall room for an Infirmary; and another room 
or two: but no provifion made for feparating Men-felons at night; 
nor for Common-fide Debtors. There is a room uled for the Gaoler’s 
poultry.—Tranfports have not the King’s allowance of two (hillings 
and fix-pence .a week. No Table of Fees. Claufec of Aft againft 
Spirituous Liquors not hung up. No ftraw. 

About fix years ago st Gentleman fent to this Gaol for the Prifon¬ 
ers thirty-fix rugs or coverlids: moll of them now worn out. 

When Felons come to this Prifon, they are ftripped and wafhed; 
and then they put on cloaths provided by the County. The men 
have a Ruflia-drab coat and breeches, a flannel waiftcoat, two check 
Ihirts, and two pair of yam hofe. The women, a linfey woolfey 
gown and petticoat, a flannel petticoat, two dowlals fhifts, two pair 
of yarn hofe. Their own cloaths are ticketed and hung up till the 
Quarter Seflions or Aflizes j when they put them on again to appear in 
on trial. Afterwards the Coiinty-cloaths arc waflied, mended, and 
purified in an oven, for the ufe of future Criminals. The cloathing 
aforefaid for twenty men and five women coft only £26 : 6 : 8. 

The following Verfes are written over the Debtor’s grate to the 
flreet: 

Oh Ye whole hours exempt from Sorrow flow,. 

Behold the feat of Pain and Want and Woe: 

Think, while your hands th’ entreated alms extend. 

That what to Us ye give to cod ye lend. 


COUNTY 
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READING. This is alfo the town bridewell. It was formerly 
a Church, and is a fpacious room* with four fmall cabins on 
one fide for night-rooms. No court-yard: no water: allow¬ 
ance three-pence a day. Keeper’s S&lary £ 1 8 from the County j 
£2 from the Town: Fees 4s. 4d. no Table; Licence for Beer: 
half the profit of the Prifoners work : £2 a year to find them 
ftraw. 

.1776, Jan. 1, Prifoners 6 , 

- Nov. 1, - - 6. 


At READING is alfo the 

TOWN GAOL or compter. Three rooms in a public houfe- 
(the Reading Arms) belonging to the town. The eldeft 
Sergeant has generally die refufal of it. No court-yard: 
no water. Felons allowance three pence a day. Keeper 
no Salary: Few* 4s. 4d. no Table. 

1776, Nov., i, Debtors 2. 


Sf 


ABINGDON. 



14 BERKSHIRE. Oxford Circuit.' 

ABINGDON. A day-room} and two dark offenfive night-rooms: 
that for men eight feet fquare: the women’s nine by feven and . 
half: no chimney: no yard : no water. The Petty Offenders 
were in irons. One lately jlied of the Small-pox. Allowance 
three-pence a day. Keeper’s Salary £ 18 : Fees 4s. 4d. No 
table. Half the profit of the Prifoners’ work. 

1776, Jan. a, Prifoners 3. 

WINDSOR C A.S T L E, for debtors. 

« 

I need not obferve that his Majefty is Proprietor. The Duke of 
Montague is Conftable: he appoints a Janitor with a falary : the Ja- 
• nitor appoints a Deputy, who for a houfe rent-free, and certain per- 
quifites, does the duty. The frifon out of repair. 

1776, March i, Prifoners a. 

WINDSOR TOWN GAO.L. 

Two rooms : no chimney : no yard : no water. Keeper a Sergeant 
at Mace: no Salary: Fees 6s,. 8d. Notable. Allowance three¬ 
pence a day. . 

1776, March 1, Prifoners 3. 

WALLINGFORD TOWN GA O’L. 

Two rooms: one of them is called the Bailiff's Ward. Under 
them is a large Dungeon, filled with market-benches, ftalls &c. 

1776, Nov. r, Deferter 1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, OXFORD CASTLE. 

GAOLER, Solomon Wifdom . 

Salary, £20. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 9 : 2, 

Felons, o : 15 : 10. • 

Tranfports, He makes a Bill of the Expence. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, i6d. each per week in bread. 

Garnilh, * lately cancelled. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1773, Nov. 26, 14 - - 13, 

1774 ? July 4 > II - - 17, 

1776, Jan. 2, 1 J - - 10, 

— oa. 31, 7 - - 14. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Swinton. 


Duty—Sunday, Wednefday, Friday; the Sacrament 
four times a year. 

Salary, £50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Rawlins. 

Salary, £25 for Felons. 

Sfa OXFORD 



3 l6 


Remarks. 


OXFORDSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 

OXFORD CASTLE. 

• • 

FOR the Caftle Gaol the County pays £40 a year to Mr. Etty y 

who holds it of Cbrifi Church College on Leale.— Debtorf apartments 
iinall; and not enough of them for the general number of Prifoners. 
No free ward : for lodging even in the Tower on their own beds they 
muft pay 1 s. 6 d. a week: fee the Table. Their court-yard is too 
Iinall.—Felons day-room for men and women down five fteps: the 
men’s dungeon down five more; only a fmall window: the women’s 
night-room very fmall; no window. The court-yard common to 
both; much too fmall. The Gaoler has a fpacious garden. 

Tins Prifon is alfo the City Gaol: for which Mr. Wifdom has £$ 
a year.—In 1773 eleven died of the Small-Pox. In 1774 that 
diftemper ftill in the Gaol: in 177‘5 one Debtor died of it in May; 
three Debtors and a Petty Offender in June: three recovered. No 
Infirmary: no ftraw. 

Thomas Horde, who was confined Jhere for fome offence againft 
Government, built the Chapel. After his difcharge, he had be¬ 
queathed £14. a year for a Chaplainand as much to the-Prifoners. 
But finding" fome difficulties would obftruft the execution of that 
Bequeft; he altered it, Auguft 6th, 1709, to a Legacy of ^24 a year 
to be’diftributed among Prifoners of both forts, at £2 a month. For 
the Payment, he bound an Eftate in Oxfordjhire: and y> make up 
any deficiency of that Eftate, he bound an Eftate in BerkfAre. Yet 
the Prifoners have now only tKirty-three /hillings a month. A 
Memorial of the procefs and refult of Mr. Horde’s benevolent 
intention hangs up in the Gaol. I have a copy of it; too long to 
tranferibe. 


There 
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There is another Legacy to Piifoners of both forts; 8 s. Pd. a 
year; paid quarterly by Mr. Hart of Oxford. 

Debtors have in common every Saturday two (hillings worth of 
meat; fent by a Gentleman of Girift Church College, from two 
other Colleges they have in bread about as. 4d. a week. Chnft 
Church and New College fend them broth; generally three times in 
a fortnight: the Prifoners pay four pence to the man who brings it. 

Mr. Wisdom (the Gaoler) told me that about nine years ago, 
wanting to build a little hovel, and digging up Hones for the pur- 
pofe, from the ruins of the Court, which was formerly in tl. Caftle, 
he found under them a complete fkeleton with light chains on the 
legs; the links very fmall. Thefe were, probably, the bones of a 
Malefador who died in Court of the Diftemper at the Black Aflize 
mentioned page 17. 


Oxfordjhire , (TOWER) Michaelmas Sessions 34th George II.— 

1760 

A TA] 3 LE OF FEE S —and chamber rent —fettled 
—in purfuance of an Ad 32d of his prefent Majefty—for the 
Relief of Debtors &c. 


£. s. D. 

. „ .he Mailer-Keeper for every Warrant charged upon any 7 

Debtor - - - J ° : 6 : 8 

To the Under-keeper — — 0:2:6 

To him for every other Warrant — 0:1:0 


To 



Oi 
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To the Mailer-Keeper for every Prifoner committed by any 
Juftice of Peace for Treafon, Felony, or any other> 
Mifdenjeanour; or cdhunitted in Court — ' 

To the Under-keeper — — — 

To the Mailer-keeper for receiving and entering every De-} 
claration againft any Debtor — — 5 

To lift Certificate that no Declaration filed — 

For a Copy of every Sheriff’s Warrant — 

For a Copy of every other Warrant — — 

Every Prifoner that lyeth in the great Chamber on the Gjtol "1 
fide in the Keeper’s Eodgings pays*by the week 3 

Every Prifoner that lyeth in any other Room or Chamber in T 
the Keeper’s Lodgings on the Gaol fide payeth by the week 5 
Every Prifoner that lyeth in the Great Room in the Tower 1 
upon his own bed payeth by tSe week — 5 

Every Prifoner that lyeth in the faid Great Room on the' 
Keeper’s bed payeth by the week — 


£. 8. D. 


13 : 4 


z : 6 


: 6 


i on thc^ 


We —his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace of the—County of 
Oxford (whereof fome of us are of the Quorum) have perufed 
the Fees and Chamber-Rent above mentioned and do— -allow 
thereof and dirett the fame to be hung up in a Table in fome 
open and public room or place in the faid Caflle th^re to remain 
. and be reforted to by every Prifoner as occafton (hall require. 


Thomas Blackall 
Ed d - Turner 
Tho 8, Pardo 
Anthony Keck 


Theophilus Leigh 
Tho 5, Hunt 
W M - Lenthal. 


COUNTY • 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


THAME. I was informed that this Houfe, built in 170$, was 
given to the County for a Bridewell: but the greateft part of 

it is now a Parifh Work-houfe. For the Prifon there is only 

» 

left, up flairs, a common day-room, and a fmall infecure 
lodging-room : and down eleven ftep« a dungeon in which are 
two night-rooms, the Cubs, each nine feet by feven.—If the 
Houfe were put into good *epair, and the whole ufed as a 
Bridewell, it would be a commodious one. Then there would 
be no need of fending Petty Offenders, as is now done, to the 
County Gaol :• nor of locking up all day long withindoors 
thofe few that are committed hither, men and women in the 
fame rooip : nor of confining either fex at night in the Cubs. 
No allowance: no employment: no water: no fewers. Keep¬ 
er’s Salary /16 : Fees 4 s. 6d. no Table. 

The Keeper now farms the Work-houfe and the reft of the 
poor at ^480 a year for the whole maintenance, cloathing, 
medicines &c. 

1776, Jan. 3, Prifoners 2, 

- Nov. 2, - - - 3. 

WIT NEY. On'e day-room about feventeen feet by fifteen for men 
and women; two night-rooms adjoining about nine,feet by 

feven ; 
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WITNEY 

BRIDE¬ 

WELL. 


fevenj with only a grate of about nine inches fquare in each 
door. The Prifon is not fecure. No allowance but to the 

9 

lick, who have fix^pence a day and medicines. No draw: 
no water. Keeper’s Salary,£20: Fees 4s. 2d. no Table. 

The Houle does not belong to the County: it is in the 
court-yard of the Keeper’s public houfe, for which he pays 
£13 : 7 : 0 a year. Prifoners have no ufe of the court-yard; 
but their window is acceflible to paflengers. I faw a crowd of 
men talking at thf grate with the Prifoners, Who were all of 
them women ; and was informed there is fometimes riot and 
confufion on fucli dccafions. 


To this Prifon were committed. 

In the year 1773, Prifoners 49 ; 

1774 > - " 44 : 

i 77 5 > - “ 7 3 * 

To Oft. 31, 1776, - - 67. 

The moll at any one time 18. 

When I was there in 1776, Oft. 31, Prifoners 6. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, WORCESTER CASTLE. 

GAOLER, William Crane , now his Widow. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 9 : 2, 

. Felons, o : 15 : to. 

Tranfports, No Benefit to the Gaoler. Clerk of Peace 
contra&s with the Merchants. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three-pennyworth of bread a day, each. 
Garnifh, * £0:2:6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1*773, Nov. 23, 15 - 

- 

U 74 > July 2 > »3 ~ 

- 12, 

1775, Dec. 1, 25 - 

- * 7 » 

1776, Sep. xo, 9 - 

- 10. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. ‘ Taylor . 
Duty — Friday. 

• Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Hal Ward. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


T t 

WORCESTER 
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WORCESTER. 

Remarks. THE CAST^LE-YARD is fpacious: County Members are 
chofen in it. In the Gaoler’s houfe are many good lodging-rooms 
for Maftt?r’s-fide Debtors; and two fin all day-rooms: one of thefe 
is ufed as a Chapel.—The free ward, or night-room for Debtors, is 
at another part of the yard. You go to it through the Women- 
felons night-room. The^day-room for Men and Women-fclons is 
in the middle of the area j only fourteen feet by twelve. Near it is a 
Hand-Ventilator for airing the Men-felons dungeon, which is twenty- 
fix fteps under ground, and circular, about feventeen feet diameter, 
with barrack-bedfteads. Over it is an aperture in the yard, with an 
iron grate. The Felons work the Ventilator cheerfully about a 
quarter of an hour before they go down, and as long when they 
come up} for it frefhens and cools the dungeon amazingly: we 
could hardly keep our candle burning below while it was working.— 
Excellent water at a pump in the yard. Straw £4 a year. —No 
Infirmary. Mr. Hallward the Surgeon caught the Gaol-Fever fome 
years ago, and has ever fince been fearful of going into the dun¬ 
geon : when any Felon is fick there, he orders him to be brought 
out.—The Gaoler pays near £4 Window-tax.—•Claules of Aft again/! 
Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

This Prifon may be made commodious by feparate wards, 
yards &c. There is round it much ground belonging to the 
County. 


County 
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County of IVorcefter. \ TABLE of FEES to be taken "by the 
jljL Gaoler of the faid County purfuant to a 
Statute made in the fecond year of his Majefty King George 
the Second. 

£. S. D. 

For the difeharge of every Debtor, to tnc Gaoler — 0:6:8 

To the Turnkey — — — 0:2:6 

For the difeharge of every Felon, to the Gaoler — 0:13:4 

To the Turnkey — — — 0:2:6 

For the Difuharge of every Deferter, to the Gaoler — 0:6:8 

To the Turnkey — — — 0:2:6 

For the lodging of every Prifoncr in the houfe fer week o : 2:6 

For figning every Certificate — — 0:1:0 

Allowed according to the faid Statute by us 

J Soley 
W Bromley 
Fre Meysey. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WORCESTER. 

This Prifon joins to the Caftle. It is too dole; efpecially the 
men’s night-room; which, though up ftairs, has no window. Here 
are work-rooms; and I faw the Prifoners employed, beating hemp, 
fpinning &c. — Two fmall Court-yards. Thefe and the Houfe 
might be enlarged on the County ground.—Keeper’s Salary £20 : 

Fees is. 4th Straw fifteen ihillings a quarter: no other allowance. 

If there were a Chapel in the County Gaol (the Caftle), thefe 
Prifoners might (as thole in Shrewfbury Bridewell) have the privi¬ 
lege of Public Worfhip. 

1775, Dec. 1, Prifoners 3, 

1776, Sep. 10, - - - 18. 


T t 2 


WORCESTER 


U-> 
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WORCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Richard. George. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 9 : 2, 

Felons, 0:5:0. 

Tran (ports, No‘Benefit to the Gaoler. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three pence a day each, 

c 

Garnifii, £0:2:6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c, 

1773, Nov. 23, 4 - - 5 > 

1775, Dec. 1, 5 - - o, 

. 177 6 , Sep. 10, 4 - - 0, 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Hallward. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


WORCESTER 
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WORCESTER CITY GAOL. 

THIS is alfo the City Bridewell. The Debtors free ward is 
fpacious.—One common yard: another might be taken from the 
Keeper’s large garden. — He pays Window-tax • which he faid 
brought him under the difagreeable necefli ty of flopping up fome 
windows. Rate £3:5:0. 

City of IForcefter. TABLE of FEES to be taken by the 

jljL Gaoler of the faid*City purfliant to a Stauicc 
made in the thirty fecund year of the reign of his late Majefly King 
George the Second. 

C s. D. 

For the Difcharge of every Debtor to the Gaoler and Turnkey 0:9:2 
The like of every Felon — — -—0:5:0 

For the Fudging of every Piifoner in the Houfe per week 0:2:6 

For the Cop^ of every Commitment — — 0:1:0 

On the Delivery of every Declaration — — o ; 1 : o 

Allowed according to the faid Stature by us 

Epiphany Scffions 1771 Edw Wjluncs Mayor 

W Haden 
Tho Giles 
Tim y Edwards 

At the Lent AfTize 1771 
Allowed by us 

E. WILLES 
W- H: AbHURST. 

COUNTY 


3 2 $ 


Remarks 
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COUNTY GAOL at STAFFORD. 

GAOLER, William Scott. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 17 : 4, 

Felons, o : 15 : 10. 

Tranfports, £6^: o : o each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

Debtors, 

? each per week i6d. bread, and 8d. 


Felons, 

j cheefe; and in common 3 Cwt. of 



coals a week from Michaelmas to 



May-day. 

Garnifh, 

Debtors, 

£° : 2: 1 


Felons, 

cancelled by the Gaoler. 

Number of 

- 

Debtors. Felons &c. ' 


Nov. 1 9, 

39 - - 20, 

1 774 , 

April 1, 

*•* 

1 

1 

1775 , 

Nov. 15, 

40 - - 18. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. 

Unett. 


Duty—Sunday, Wednefday, Friday; a Sermon once in 
about two months. 

Salary, lately augmented from £20 to £30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ward. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


STAFFORD. 
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STAFFORD. 

« 

THIS GAOL is much too frnall for the number of Prifoners : 
and fo is the Felons Court-yard. *The Dungeon where the Men- 
felons deep is about two feet lower than the paffage. No fleps, a 
doping defcent. It is too clofe. No Infirmary. An Alarm-bell. 
It is pity that the Stream juft on the outfide of the Walls is not 
within them. I was pleaded to fee plenty of clean straw in the 
Dungeon; and'found it was owing to the gpnerous and exemplary 
practice of not farming it, but allowing the Gaoler to order it 
whenever wanted, and the County paying for it themselves. 


A TABLE OF FEES-—fettled at the General Quarter Seflions— 
* 18th day of April 1732. 


£• 

For entering the Attion whereon each Prifoner is firft. 
brought into cull oily either on Prccej's Capias Latitate ^ Q 
Execution or Writ of Exam aJ Capiendum and difeharg-j 
ing each Prifoner by Writ of Supcr/edeas or othenvife 
For receiving and entering every Declaration delivered 
againlt Prifoners to be paid by the Plaintiff in fuch 
Action — — — 

For a Certificate for want of a Declaration in order to fue 1 
out a Writ of Superjcdcas — — j 

For a Copy of each Warrant again!! each Prifoner o 

For the Under Keeper or Turnkey upon every Aftion or Writ o 
For the Under Keeper or Turnkey upon difeharging of each j 
Prifoner by Superjcdcas or otherwife — 5 


■ 


S. D. 


1 i 


2 : o 

3 : 6 

1 : 6 

2 : 6 

I : 6 


Remarks, 


LODGINGS. 
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LODGINGS. 


Every Prifoner that lies in the Mafler’s-fide of the Gaol in 
a bed provided by the Keener of the Gaol /hall pay 
per week if a bed to himfclf — — 

If two Prifoners or more lye together in one bed then 
•between them all — — — 

Every Prifoner that lies in the upper rooms or garret in a 
bed and bedding found by the Keeper of the Gaol 
(hall pay per week — — — 

And if two Prifoners lirtogether then — 

Every Prifoner that lies in the fame fide and finds his own 
linnen and bedileads — — — 

Every Prifoner that lies in the County Chamber (hall pay 
nothing. — — — 


c 

- 

>■ o : 



o : 


5 *. D . 

2 : o 


2 : 6 


1 : o 

1 : 6 
o : 6 


o : 


o 


We the Judges of AlTizc and 
Gaol Delivery of the Oxford 
Circuit have perufed anti do 
approve of the above written 
Table of Fees this ad day of 
Augult Anno Dom. 1732 

E PROBYN 
J COMYNS 


E Littleton 
II Wyri.v 

1 

Fish Littleton 
R. Rider 
Jn°- Dolphin 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

STAFFORD. The Houfe very dirty. Prifoners always /hut up. 
Keeper’s Salary ^25 : he puts in a Deputy who ferves for Rent. 
Allowance fame as at the Gaol. No employment. 

1775, Nov. 15, Prifoners 4. 

WOLVERH*AMPTON. Only two rooms about twelve fee 1 ; 
fquare, viz. a common day-room on the ground-floor; and a 
night-room above, for men: women fleep in the day-room. 
No court-yard : no water: no fewer: no employment. Weekly 
allowance in bread, fourteen pence: cheefe, feven pence: 
ftraw, three pence. Keeper’s Salary ,£25 : Fees one {hilling, 
Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

The Prifon is greatly out of repair; and fo infecure that 
Prifoners, even for the flighteft offences, are kept in irons. 
The County may redrefs this; for they have a large garden 
clofe to the Prifon which they let with an old houfe on the 
Ipot, 

1776, Sep. 11, Prifoners, 4 Men. 

LITCHFIELD CITY GAOL. 

The rooms too fmall and clofe. No yard : no water: no ftraw. 
Might be improved upon the ground behind it. Keeper’s Salary ^2: 
Fees 13s. 4d. no Table. Allowance is. 6d. a week. 

1773, Nov, 20, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Jan. 8, - - - 1. 

U u 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at SHREWSBURY. 
GAOLER, Samuel Wilding. 

m 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 9 : o, 

Felons, _ 0:14:4. 

Tranfports, £6 : 6 : o each. 

Licence, for BeeV and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two fix-penny loaves a week each. 

Felons, is. 4d.|. in bread a week each. 
Garnifh, lately cancelled. (See Remarks.) 

. Number of - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, March 31, 1 1 - - 18, 

« 

1775, Nov. 27, 16 - - 15, 

1776, Sep. ia, 11 - - 24. (See Remarks. 

CHAP-LAIN, Rey. Mr. Humphreys, now Rev. Mr. Rowlands, 
Duty—Sunday and Tuefday. (See Remarks.) 

Salary, ^ 35 - 

SURGEON, Mr. Cooper. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 

APOTHECARY, Mr. James Winall. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


SHREWSBURY. 
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SHREWSBURY. 

SEPARATE Court-yards fo? Debtors and Felons; but the 
latter have no wat£r. For this reafon, and becaufe their day-room 
is in the Debtors Court, both Debtors and Felons are commonly 
together in that Court.—Commodious apartments for Mafler’s-fide 
Debtors : and a large free ward for the Common-fide.—For Felons 
there are twtf night-dungeons down eleven fteps: that for men was 
about four years ago made more airy by an additional window: and 
it is, or fhould be, now daily frefhened by* a Hand Ventilator which 
is in the room above. The women’s dungeon might alio be frefhened 
by the lame.—The day-room for Felons is finall: men and women 
together.—The County is now enclofing a Court-yard for the Women; 
and will probably build them a feparate Day-room. They will no 
doubt provide Waiter in this Court; as they fhould alfo in that of 
the Men-felons. 

An Infirmary fhould be added: for if the intended improvements 
will be fomc prote&ion againft the Gaol-Fever, which of late years 
has prevailed here more than once, they will not lecure Prii'oners a- 
o-ainit the Small-Fox and other difeafes. 

When the Apothecary finds that a fick Prifoncr fhould have better - 
diet, lie orders the Gaoler to provide it, and figns his bill for the 
amount; which is readily allowed by the Juftices at Quarter Sellions. 

Of the twenty-four Felons in September laft, fourteen were Con- 
vi< 5 b for Tranfportation.—The County allows Tranfports convicted 
at Quarter Sellions as much as thofe convi&ed at Affize have from 
the King’s allowance, viz. as. 6d. a week. 
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Mr. Wood, 
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SHROPSHIRE. 


Oxford Circuit. 


SHREWS¬ 

BURY. 


Mr. Wood who, before the appointing of a Chaplain, read pray¬ 
ers three times a week, and had £5 a year, .has been employed in the 
fame fervice ever fince; aijd has received of the Chaplains the fame 
falary.—I believe the Magiftrates made the Chaplain’s falary £5 more, 
in favour of Mr. Wood. 

The Juftices of this County, at the General Quarter Seflions 
1 ith Jan. 1774, were fo confiderate and humane, as to prohibit the 
demanding from Prifoners at their entrance into this Gaol, or into 
the County Bridewell, any money for drink, by the name of Garrtijb , 
or any other Name: antTto require that two or more fair copies of 
their faid order fiiould be hung up in the moft public places of the 
Gaol, for the infpe&ion of Debtors, as well as Felons j that the 
unfortunate might not afterwards be Impofed upon. 


A TABLE of chamber rent and fees— fettled by Juftices 
appointed &c. — according to —A 61 of Parliament—and ap¬ 
proved—by the Court in the General Quarter Seflions held for 
the County of Salop. 


The CHAMBER RENT for DEBTORS. 


£■ 

S. D. 

0 : 

z : 0 

0 : 

3 : 0 

0 : 

I.: 0 


To the Gaoler for lodging and furniture on the Mafter’s-fide' 
each pcrfon having a bed to himfelf per week 
If two lodge in the lame bed then both to .pay per week 
To the Gaoler for lodging and furniture in the Garret* each I 
perfon to pay per week — — * 

No perfon lhall be removed out of the room wherein he is placed by the Gaoler, 
without his own confent, or two Juftices of the Peace; except in non pay¬ 
ment of their weekly fum for chamber rent. 

That no Debtor, or Debtors, pay any rent or money what- "J 

foever, for his lodging on the Common-fide provided l o : 0:0 
he does not ufe the Gaoler's bed and furniture - J , 


Fees 
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To Gaoler for Commitment and difcharge of every Debtor 
To Gaoler’s Clerk for entering in Gaoler’s book every ? 

charge or charges upon each Debtor — ■* 

To the Turnkey for the difcharge on every aftion upon fuch ? 

Debtor — — — ) 

For the Copy of every Sheriff’s Warrant if demanded 
But the Debtor to have recourfe to fee the book of Commit- ? 

ments (if defired) gratis — — j 

To the Gaolfcr for every Debtor if charged with yore actions 
than one, to pay at his difcharge (and no more) 5 
For regiitering and entering every declaration ag.^nil Prifoner 1 
in cuftody — — — ' 

For figning every Certificate in order to obtain a Supnfedeas, ~f 
or a rule or order of Court — — 5 

Fees for the Gaoler and his Servants for felons. 

To the Gaoler for difcharge of every Felon committed to be } 
tried at the Aflizes —- — j 

To Gaoler for difcharge of every Felon committed to be") 
tried at the Scflions — — J 

To the Turnkey for the difcharge of every Felon — 

For a Copy of every Commitment if demanded — 

For every Certificate of Commitment in order to fue out a'j 
Habeas Corpus — • —- J 

To the Gaoler for the difcharge of every perfon committed' 
for want of furcty of the peace, mifdcmeanor, or any ] 

.other crime not being Felony — —- 

But if continued in Gaol three months or upwards then the" 
fame Fees to be paid by fuch perfons as above for Fe -5 
Ions to be tried at Seflions (vizj — — ^ 

N. B. But if any Prifoner be turned over to the Houfe of Corredlion: then to 
pay the Gaoler’s Fees before difeharged. 


RS. 

£■ 

s. n. 

O : 

7 '• & 

o : 

i : o 

o : 

o : 6 

o : 

< 

i : o 

o : 

o 

o 

o : 

15 : 0 

o : 

i : o 

o : 

2 : 6 

ONS. 

o : 

»3 : 4 

o : 

CO 

O 

o : 

I : o 

o : 

i : o 

o : 

2 : 6 

i 

o : 

! 

6 : 8- 

o : 

00 

O 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SHREWSBURY. 

9 

« 

Too (mail: only one day-room for men and women. Two 
night-rooms above for women. In one of them I faw a poor young 
creature too ill to come down ftairs; fhe was languishing on the 
floor in a confumption. The night-room for men is a dungeon 
down ten fteps. • There is a fmall court-yard with water.—By means 
of a door from this into"’one of the Gaol Court-yards, thefe Prifoncrs 
have a privilege (which few in Bridewells enjoy) of attending Public 
Worfhip in the Chapel on Sunday. 

Keeper’s Salary £50. Fees at Difcharge of a Felon, 8 s. of one 
guilty of a Mifdemeanor, 6 s. 8 d. of a Vagrant, 3 s. 6d. as per Table 
in the Prifon.—Allowance, bread as Felons in the Gaol. Little or 
no employment: Keeper has half the profit. • 

The Prohibition of Garnilh, as mentioned in the County Gaol, 
is not hung up in this Bridewell. 

1774, March 31, Prifoners 4, 

1775, Nov. 27, - - 5, 

1776, Sep. 12, - - 11. 

LUDLOW TOWN GAOL. 

Built 1764. For Felons &c. two lower rooms vaulted, with 
chimneys. Two rooms above, more fpacious and airy, for Debtors. 

1774, July 1, Prifoners, none. 


COUNTY 
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Si 


COUNTY GAOL at HEREFORD. 


GAOLER, 'Thomas Ireland. 


Salary, none. 


Fees, • Debtors, ? .. 

T . , \ 1 ° : H *• 4 

r cions, J 

Tranfports, £5 : io : o each. 
Licence, for Beer. 


• . 




PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, a three-penny loaf each, every other day. 
Garnilh, *£o : 2 : 6. 


Number of 

- 

- 

Debtors, 

i/ 74 , 

Feb. 

23 , 

- 14 

— 

Aug. 

9 , 

- 11 

1 775 > 

Dec. 

2, 

- 17 

1776, 

Sep. 

9 , 

- 8 


Felons See. 

- 29, 

- * 3 > 

- 4 j 

- 3 - 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Baylis; now Rev. Mr . Undenvood. 

Duty —Sunday, Wednefday, Friday, and Saints days. 

• Salary, £4.0. Twenty of it is a Legacy of William Bridges , Efq. 
of Tiverton in this County. 


SURGEON, Mr. William Cam, 
Salary, £15. 


HEREFORD. 


Oi 
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Remarks. 


HEREFORD. 

« 

APARTMENTS, and Court-yard for Mafter’s-fide Debtors 
fpacious: but no free ward. Felons night-ward was too clofe, but 
is lately made airy and commodious : their court behind the Gaol, 

e 

large. The Chapel very damp.—Claufes of the Aft againft Spiri¬ 
tuous Liquors not hung up.—Mr. Ireland, who has been there above 
forty years, faid he never had a Debtor who obtained the groats. 

William Bridges, Efq. bequeathed .£8 a year to poor Prifoners: 
and on St. Thomas’s day^ one lhilling is given to each Debtor and 
fix pence to each Felon by Legacy of Sir Thomas White. No Table 
of Bequefts. The Table of Fees not hung up. 


TABLE OF F E £ S. 

AT the General Quarter Seflions—held—at Hereford— in the 
firft week after the Feaft of 5 t. Thomas the Martyr (to wit) 
the 14th of July in the 4th—of— George II—1730 

Beforje John Stratford Efq. Edward Goodere Bar 1 - Herbert 
Aubrey Richard Hopton Efqrs. &c.—purfuant to an Aft for 
the Relief of Debtors &c.—It is Ordered that the feveral— 
Sums herein after mentioned and no more may be taken.— 

(That is to fay) 

£■ S. D. 

For the Entering of every A&ion or Procefs whereon a 7 ^ 

Prifoncr ftiall or may be charged — — 5 

To the Turnkey or Under Keeper on each Action — 0:1:0 


For 
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For entering of the Difcharge, and for the Difcharge of p 
every Prifoner * — — — 5 

To the Turnkey on the Difcharge of every Prifoner 
For the receiving and entering every Declaration delivered , 
againft the Prifoners in cuftody * — 3 

To the Turnkey upon every Declaration — 

For a Certificate for want of a Declaration in order to take 
out a Writ of Superfedeas — — J 

For a Copy of a Warrant or Commitment againft each 
Prifoner — — ““5 

Every Prifoner that lyes in the Keeper’s lodgipgs in the ■j 
Sheriff’s Ward in a fingle bed and fheets, by the week 5 
For two in a bed with fheets by the week * —- 

Every Prifoner that lyes in his own lodgings — 

For two perfons or more in their own lodgings each 


o : 6 : 8 

O : I : 0 
0 : 2:0 

0:0:6 
0 : ^ : 6 

0:2:6 

0:2:6 

0:1:6 

0:1:6 

0:1:0 


J Stratford 
Edw”' Goodere 
H Aubrev 


R Hopton 
H Thomas 
Roc*- Hereford 


RO. PRICE 1 
J. COMYNS 5 


The King’s Juftices 


Xx 


COUNTY 
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HEREFORDSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at HEREFORD, 

t 

On the Caftle-green, is quite out of repair. Indeed it is not only 
ruinous but dangerous: a crofs wall is parted a great way from the 
wall agavift which it abutted. In the day-room tliere was a large 
quantity of water from the roof. No fire-place: offenfive fewers: 
no yard : no water : no ftated allowance : no employment.— 

Keeper’s Salary £10. He told me that a little before I came, a 

• * 

Prifoner died after three weeks confinement. Six Prifoners, whom 
I faw there at my firfi: tifit, complained of being almoft familhed. 
They were fent hither from the Afiize a few days before to hard 
labour (as the fentence ufually runs) for fix months. The Juftices 
had ordered the Keeper to fupply each of them daily with a two¬ 
penny loaf: but he had neglefted them. They broke out loon 
after. « 

1774, Aug. 9, Prifoners 6, 

1775, Dec. 3, - - - o, 

1776, Sep. 9, - - - 1. 

HEREFORD CITY GAOL 

Is one of the Gates. The Debtors rooms are commodious; and 
they have a little court-yard. The room for. Felons top clofe. 
Keeper a Widow: the Gaol clean. 

1776, Sep. 9, Debtors 3, Felons none. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at MONMOUTH. 


> GAOLER, 'John Daverel, now James Baker. , 

Salary, none. £20 a year to fupply Felons as below. 

Fees, Debtors, ? - 

Felons, J • . 

Tranfports, £6 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, one-pennyworth of bread a day each. 
Garnilh, ,£o : 2 : 6. 

Number of - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 23, 10 - - ia, 

—Aug. 10, 9 - - 16, 

1775, Dcc - 4 > 5 - - 8 » 

1776, Sep. 5, 6 - - 9. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Towel 

% Salary, £\o\ to : o, lately augmented to£12 : 12:0. 


Xx 2 


MONMOUTH. 
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MONMOUTHSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


Remarks. 


M O N M O U .T H. 

ONLY one Court-yard. The rooms for Debtors fmall. Felons 
night-room at top of the houfe," with only one little window. Be- 
fides the difficulty of going daily up and down in irons; when water 
is to be ‘carried fo high, and the ftaircafe, like this, is narrow and 

inconvenient, a room is feldom clean and healthy. This cannot be 

* 

fo if it fhould be crowded. At my firft vifit in 1774 they had the 
Gaol-Fever, of which tDaverel and feveral of his Prifoners, and 
fome of their friends died.—No Infirmary : there is room to build 
one at the bottom of the yard. The Brewhoufe is veiy fit for a 
Felons Day-room ; which is much wanted. 

After the mortality mentioned above, all the Prifoners were 
new cloathed by the Duke of Beaufort. 

John Gabriel a Gardener near the town uffd to fend each Pri- 
foner every Quarter-day a fix-penny loaf: and at his deceafe he be¬ 
queathed the fame Donation. Prifoners do at prefent receive it; but 
there is no Memorial of the Legacy hung up. 


A TABLE OF DEBTORS FEES as fettled and allowed by 
the feveral Juftices of the Peace for the County of Monmouth 
whofe names are hereunto written the 10th Auguft 1751 : 
According to the direction of an Aft of Parliament intituled &c. 


Imprimis for entering the Aftion whereon each Prifoner is' 
firlt brought into Cuftody either on Prteefs, Capiat La- J 
tit a! Ext cut ion or Writ of Excam ad Capitndum 


£. S. D. 
o : t8 ; 4 


For 
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For entering and difcharging every fecond and other Aftion ' 
upon Proctfs Capias 'Latitat or Execution — 

For receiving and entering every declaration againft Prifonera • 
in cuftody — — — l 

For the Certificate of the want of a declaration in order to; 

fue out a writ of Super/tdeas — — ■ 

For a Copy of each Warrant againft each Prifoner 
For receiving and entering every Warrant againft each' 
defendant in cuftody — — • 

For the Under Keeper or Turnkey upon each Aftion and Writ 


£■ S. D. 
0 : 13 : 4 


o : 6:8 

o :• 3 : 4 
o : 2:6 
o : 2:6 


LODGINGS. 


Every Prifoner that lies in the Keeper’s Lodgings in the 
Sheriff’s Ward pays per week — — 

Every Prifoner that lies in the Sheriff’s Ward in his own 
lodgings pays per week — — ■ 


o : 


o : 


2 : 6 
I : 6 


The Names of the Juftices who figned and allowed 
the above Fees. 

Tho'- Morgan 

Capel Hanbvry 
Ja 8 - Tuder Morgan 
J. Lewis 

Examined and allowed by the 

Hon Ue Sir Thomas Dennison Kn* 

AND THE 

Hon ble Mr. Baron Clive 


Cha s * Van Jun r ‘ 
John Chambre 
E. Bradbury 


COUNTY 
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MONMOUTHSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at USK. 


This Prifon was formerly a Chapel. On the ground-floor is a 
room for men, and another for women. There are two work-rooms 
at top of the houfe; but I faw no Prifoners there.—The Keeper’s 
wife told me that many ypars ago the Prifon was crowded; and her- 
felf, her father, who was then Keeper, and many others of the family, 
had the Gaol-Fever: three' of them, and feveral Prifoners died of it. 
The danger of fuch a calamity for the future would be much leflened, 
if an additional room or two were built in the Garden. There is a 
Court-yard, with a Pump, which is feldom in order.—Keeper’s 
Salary ^20: Fees 5 s. 6d. no Table. 


1774, Aug. 21, Prifoners 2, 
1776, Sep. 6, - - - 3. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, GLOUCESTER CASTLE. 

GAOLER, William Williams . 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, - - £i : o : 10. 

t Felons at Aflize, - 0:17: 8, 

at Quarter Sefilons, 0:13: 4. 

Tranfports, £6 each. • 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 


Felons, each a fix-penny loaf in two days. 


Garni (h. 

‘£0 : 1 . 

6. 



Number of 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons 

&c. 

i 773 » 

Nov. 24, 

15 - 

- i 7 > 


U 74 , 

Aug. 8, 

20 - 

- 48, 


1775 * 

Dec. 5, 

*3 - 

- 24, 


1776, 

Sep. 5, 

8 - 

- 35 > 


---- 

Dec. 15, 

10 - 

— 4 ^ % 

(See Remarks.) 

CHAPLAIN, 

Rev. Mr. 

Evans. 




.Duty—Sunday, Wednefday, Friday. 

Salary, £4.0. 

SURGEON, None: but on applying to a Juftice, 


GLOUCESTER 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 

GLOUCESTER CASTLE 

« 

4 

IS alfo one of the County Bridewells: yet only one Court-yard for 
all Prifoners j and one fmall Day-room, twelve feet by ten, for Men 
and Women-felons. The night-room (the Main) for Men-felons, 
though up many ftone fteps, Ls clofe and dark j and the floor is fo 
ruinous, that it cannot be wafhed. Adjoining to the Main, there 
are other night-rooms for Fines &c. men aftd women feparate. 
Fines have alfo their feparate day-room. Marry Prifoners died here 
in 1773 j and always, except in my laft vifit, I faw fome flck in this 
Gaol. The large Dunghill that one conftantly fees near the ftone 
fteps may be one caufe of it.—The whole Prifon is much out of 
repair. Some alterations are now making at the Gateway. I hope 
the Gentlemen will confider the dreadful condition of the other 
Buildings. 

The upper rooms of the Caftle were the Bridewell i but they are 
not now ufed except occafionally for a Prifoner that has the Small- 
Pox &c. there being no Infirmary. 

Of the Felons &c. in September and December laft, thirteen were 
Tranfpqrts: moft of them convifted at Lent Alike 1775. About 
twenty were - Fines; who not having the County allowance, nor any 
employment, were in September very pitiable objc&s indeed; half 
naked, and almoft famifhed. But' in December their appearance 
was much altered. Mr. Raikes and other Gentlemen took pity on 
them, and generoufly contributed toward the feeding and cloathing 
them.—Mr. Williams has £10 a year as’Bridewell Keeper. 

In this Gaol were fome Prifoners, who had been arrefted by 
Exchequer Writs j in which an Officer is commanded “ to bring 

“ the 
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“ the body before the Barons of the Exchequer—at Weftminfter— 
“ to anfwer our Sovereign Lord the King concerning divers tref- 
“ pafles, contempts, and offences &c.” The Prifoners are called 
Contempts. In different parts of the Kingdom, there are many Pri¬ 
foners detained by fuch Writs, which are indeed numerous. 


A TABLE OF DEBTORS FEES allowed by the—Juftices— 
for the County of Gloucejler at the Booth-hall 15 July 1729. 
Approved—by the Judge of Aflize—/9th fame month according 
to—an Aft entituled &c. , 

To wit 


Imprimis, for entering the AfHon whereon each Prifoncr is 
firft brought into cuftody either on ProceJ's, Capias, La¬ 
titat, Execution or writ of Excom ad Capiendum 
For entering and difcharging every fecond and other Aftion 
upon Procefs, Capias, Latitat or Execution — j 

For receiving and entering every declaration againft Prifoners 
in cuftqdy — — — 

For the Certificate of the want of a declaration in order to 
fue out a writ of Super/edeas, — — 

For a Copy of each Warrant againft each Prifoner — 


! 


* 


For receiving and entering every Warrant againft each defen- ? 

dant in cuftody — — -—5 

For the Under Keeper or Turnkey upon each Attion or Writ 


£. S. D. 
o : 18 


o : 13 : 4 

o 

o : 6:8 

0 : 3:4 

O : z : 6 
O : 2:6 


LODGING. 


Every Prifoner who lies in the Keeper’s Lodgings 
in the Sheriff's Ward, being the Caftle ; pays by the 

Every Prifoner who lyes in the Sheriff’s Ward in his own 
Lodgings pays by the week — —* 


l 


Yy 


o : 


o : 


2 : 6 

1 : 6 
The 
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GLOU¬ 

CESTER 

CASTLE. 


The names ot tne juiuces who ugucu »uu ..... 

fees at the laft SeJJions 


Will" . Hodges 
J Temple 
Ed Field 
} Stephens 
Tho Cooke 
K Delabere 
C Hyatt 


Nath l Lye 
Fr Willis 
Mayn d Cocchester 
Tho 3 Hayward 
Reg Winniatt 
Tho Syke. 


The names of the Juftices and Judge of Aflize who allowed and 
confirmed the above fees at the laft Aflize 

Tho Cooke Ed Field 

J Stephens Tho Hayward. 


I 


have reviewed and examined the above Table of Fees and do 
confirm the fame 

ROB. PRICE. 


other 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

LAWFORD’s GATE, BRISTOL, built 1716, has four 
rooms, eighteen feet by fixteen : in two of them are beds for 
thofe who pay. There is a fmall room in which Felons fteep. 
No chimneys. Court-yard twenty two feet by eighteen; 
with a pump. It is not fecure j and Prifoners are always con¬ 
fined 
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fined in their rooms. It may be enlarged from the Keeper’s 
Garden; and fhould be made fecure, that Prifoners may ufe it, 
and have accefs to the pump. The Keeper readily agreed with 
me in that opinion. He is a Sheriff’s Officer: Salary ^10: 
Fees 6s. 8d. no Table. Straw ten lhillings a quarter: allow¬ 
ance, if.a Prifoner be very poor, ad. a day ; no employment. 
Claufes of A£t againft Spirituous Liquors not hung*up. By a 
Regifler kept in the Prifon, it appears that in eight years and 
a half to September 1776 there were committed to it 572 
Prifoners. • 

1774, Aug. 23, Prisoners 2, 

1775, Dcc - 8, - -3, 

1776, —- 16, - - 6. 

BERKELEY. Quite out of repair. Only one room for men and 
women: no chimney: yard not fecure: no water: no ftraw. 
The fenfible old Keeper lamented the bad effefts of clofe con¬ 
finement in idlenefs, upon the health of even young ftrong 
Prifonejs. Many fuch, he faid, he had known quite incapable 
of working for fome weeks after their difcharge. He told me, 
that fome years ago his Prifoners ufed to grind malt for a penny 
a buffiel; and the Juftices would not licence any Victualler 
whofe malt was not ground here: but that of late years they 
have done no work at all. No allowance. Keeper Francis 
Norman : his Salary £io: Fees 4s. 4d. no Table. He wrote 
me a Lift of his Prifoners for four years paft; which I will 
tranfcribe. 

1774, Aug. 22, Prifoners 3, two Men, one Woman. 

1775, Dec. 6, None. 

Yy 2 


BRIDE- 

WELDS. 


Account 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit 


BRIDE¬ 

WELLS. 


Account ofPRisoNERS in the Bridewell at Berkeley. 


In the Year 1771, Committed to Labour and Correction, Prifoners 21, 

Nothing expended, 

Nothing e’arned. 

1772, Ditto,.. 20, 

Nothing expended, 

Nothing earned. 

1773, Ditto >., “ l 9> 

Nothing expended. 

Nothing earned. 

1774, Ditto, ------ 15, 

Nothing expended, 

Nothing earned. 


1775, Ditto to Midfummer Seflions, - 4> 

Nothing expended, 

Nothing earned. 

Francis Norman. 


CIRENCESTER. The ground-floor is the Keeper’s fhop for 
garden feeds; and his kitchen &c. On the firft floiy is a 
room about fixtecn feet by eleven for men: one corner of it 
is parted off for a bed-room, called the Cab, eight feet by 
five. On the fecond flory is a larger room for women.—The 
whole out of repair; and the yard not fecure enough to let the 
Prifoners have the ufe of it.—No allowance to any but Felons 
occafionally committed hither. No employment. Keeper’s 
Salary £13: he pays Rent £ 12. 

1776, Sep. 4, Prifoners 3. 

WINCHCOMB. 
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WINCHCOMB. In this Bridewell Prifoncrs were formerly kept 
all together in the Cellar. Now they are in the Garrets: men 
in one, women in another ■, each about fourteen feet fquare: 
roof and floors meet: eight fec»t high to the ridge in the mid¬ 
dle. A clofe glazed window in each : no chimney. Prifoners 
always confined to their rooms: court-yard not iecuse. The 
County have not laid out any thing upon the Houfe for many, 
years ; and the whole is quite out of repair. It is the Keeper’s 
Freehold*: he is upwards of fourfeore^: his Salary per Receipts 
£ 12 : to : o, in fad £ 1 2. Fees 13 s. 4-d. no Table. Licence 
for Beer. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung 
up. Allowance, if charged with Felony, three-pennyworth 
of bread a day. No ftraw. 

1776, Dec. 14, Prifoners, 1 Felon 

2 Women Delinquents fpinning. 


* IN THIS COUNTY IS AI. SO 

St. BRIAVEL’s GAOL for debtors. 

The Property of Lord Berkeley. It is in the For eft of Dean. One 
room for men, greatly out of repair: no yard : no water: no allow¬ 
ance : no firing. One of the two fickly objects I found theie, told 
me he had been confined a twelvemonth, and never once out of the 
difmal room : the other almoft as long.—A room above for women : 
none there.—Keeper no Salary. 

1775, Dec. 4, Prifoners 2. 


BRIDE¬ 
WELLS &e. 


GLOUCESTER 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


Remarks. 


GLOUCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 


GAOLER, William Jeynes. 

Salary, none: he pays /4:4:0a year to the Sheriffs. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 9 : 8, 

Felons, • o : 12 : 10. 

Tranfports, £6 each. 

Licence, for Beer, 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, three fhillings a week. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, • three-pennyworth of bread a day each. 
Garnifh, £0:3:4. 


Number of - - Debtors. 

1773, Nov. 24, 3 - 

1775, Dec - S> 7 - 

1776, Sep. 6, 2 - 

- Dec. 15, 2 - 


Felons &c. 
4 . 

- 7 > 

- 2, 

- 6 . 


CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None} but on applying to the Mayor. 


THIS GAOL, the North-gate, is too fmall. Debtors Felons 
and Petty Offenders, who cannot pay for beds, all together; but 
women feparated at night. No Court-yard ■, but Debtors have the 

privilege of walking upon the Leads, 

The 



Oxford Circuit. GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

The Gaoler put down a Pump at his own expence; and for reim- 
burfement he dedufts thjee pence a week out of three fliillings a 
•week which the City pays Debtors in common. On the 13th of 
December Prifoners have ten Ihillings worth of bread from an Eftate 
in UemJled near this City. It is Tent in two-penny loaves. No 
Memorial of it in the Gaol. 

He alfo keeps the City Bridewell at the Ealt-gate : but that is out 
of repair; and Offenders are committed to this Gaol. 


Glouccfter City. 

A TABLE of CHAMBER RENT and FEES 
belonging to the North-gate Gaol &c. 

CHAMBER RENTS. 

The belt room for each man three fliillings per week. 

The three bed-rooms for each man two fliillings and four pence per week. 
The chambcr^alled Daw’s-iiejl three fliillings pir week. 

The little chamber called Catt-hc!e two fliillings and four pence per week. 
The little room on the lirft floor two fliillings and four pence per week. 

FEES. 

Sheriff’s Warrants of Writs out of King’s Bench and 
Common Pleas, Gaoler Ss. 4d. Turnkey is. 4d. 

All Execution-Warrants the fame — — 

City double Aftion — — — 

City Angle Aftion — — — 

Executions out of Court of Confcience — — 

Mittimus's — ***■ " 


£. S. D 

0:9: S 

0:9: 8 
0:8:4. 
o : 4:8 
o : 2 : 6 

o : 12 : 10 




Civil 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE. Oxford Circuit. 


GLOU¬ 

CESTER 

CITY, 


Chit Glouc/s Ad Generalem Quartialem SeJJionem idc. 5 Mar: 

4' 5 Georgii II —1730 


Whereas by an Aft made in the fecond year of the reign of his 
prefent Majefty—for the Relief &c.—no Fees—or Chamber 
rent to be taken—jtill fettled by three or more Juftices—at the 
Quarter Seffions—and—figned by the Judge of Afiize with 
three or more Juftices—And whereas upon the Examination 
of the Gaoler of the Priion of the North-gate of this City 
—it appearing to us that the above—are the ancient and ac- 
cuftomed fees —we having reviewed and moderated the laid 
Table of Fees in fome Articles do hereby allow and confirm 
the fame as they are now fettled. 


Signed by us 

John Small Mayor 
CuTLI Payne 
Tho Carill 


COUNTY 
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Western Circuit. HAMPSHIRE, 

OR THE COUNTY OF SOUTHAMPTON. 

COUNTY GAOL at WINCHESTER. 

GAOLER, John White. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, 'Debtors, £i : o : o, 

Felons, 1:7:4. 

Tranfports, £$ : 5 : o each, and hire of waggon or 
other carriage. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none : but on applying to the Juftices. 

(See Remarks.) 

Felons, a three-penny loaf each, every other day 
(weight in Sep. 1774, 1 lb. and 

the College allowance. (See Remarks.) 
Garnifh, £0:2: 6. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 


1773, Dec. 16, 2i - - 18, 

1774, Sep. 24, 13 - - 2i, 

1775, Dec. 28, 15 - - a9, 

1776, Feb. 27, 15 - - 23. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Weft comb. 


Duty—Sunday, Tuefday, Thurfday. 

•.Salary, lately augmented from £30 to /50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Lipjcomb. 

Salary, lately augmented from £30 to £$o for Felons, 
Bridewell, -and Common-fide Debtors. 


Zz 


WINCHESTER. 



>54 


HAMPSHIRE. 


Western Circuit. 


W I N C II E S T E R. 

Remarks. THIS GAOL is kept very clean; and the late alterations in it are * 
improvements. The prefent Dungeon is down but five fteps: it is 
boarded and has large windows. The former definitive Dungeon 
was darker, and down eleven fieps: Mr. Lipfconyb informed me 
that more than twenty Prifoners had died in it of the Gaol Fever in 
one year ; and that his predecefior died of the fame diftemper. The 
Felons day room is commodioufiy enlarged. Their firaw beds and 
coverlids are brought out* and aired when the weather is fine. They 
have every day a clean towel hung on a roller : the prifoner who takes 
care of it and delivers it next day is paid a penny. If a little court, 
which is now fhut up from the Gaol, and totally ufelefs, were 
cleared, lowered, and opened towards the Prifon, it would be very 
conducive to health and convenience. 

St. Cross’s Hojpital bread (the Dole ) is about a penny loaf given 
to each of the Prifoners fix times a year : viz. on the eve of the fol¬ 
lowing days, Toth Auguft, 31ft October, Chriftmas, Falter, 3d of 
May, and Whitfunday. 

The College allowance to Felons is, once a week, an ox’s head, four 
(beeps heads and henges, about ieventeen pints of oatmeal, three 
pints of fait, twelve loaves the fize of twopenny ones, about twenty 
gallons of table beer, and generally three times a week the broken 
victuals. In Lent they have not the ox head, nor the other meat. 

The Gaoler has two guineas a year for keeping a bread account, 
to check the baker. The Juftices alfo take care of this matter ; and, 
in confequence, the quarterly bills, now the Prifoners have three 
halfpence a day, amount to no more than they did in the laft Gaoler’s 
and Baker’s time when the allowance was but a penny a day. 

Southton. 
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Southton. Js Ad Generalem Quarterialem Sejjionem—apud Winton_ 

i i m °- Jan r " 5 f0 Georgii cor am (Ac. 

A TABLE of F E F. S—fettled—purfuant to an Aft—the fecond 
year of his prefent Majefty—entitled an Aft for the relief of 
Debtors &c. 


At the entrance of every Felon for cleanfing the Gaol and 1 

finding* candles and all other common ncceflarics — 3 

* 

At the difeharge of every Felon to the Gaoler — 

To him for the fccond and every other indittm^nt >— 

At the difeharge of every Felon to the Turnkey — 

For the fecond and every other indidlment to him — 

To the Gaoler for every Felon for Ill’s bed on the Mailer's-} 
fide weekly — — — 3 

If two lye in the fame bed he may take of each for lodging 0 

in fuch bed — — — 3 

At the entrance of every Debtor for cleanfing the Gaol and i 
finding candle and other nccelTarics — J 

Of every Dfbtor for each week’s lodging in the Gaoler’s l 
bed on the Mailer’s fide — — J 

For each Debtor difeharged to the Gaoler — 

Of him for the fecond and every other Aflion — 

To the Turnkey at the difeharge of every Debtor — 

To him of fuch Debtor for the fecond and every other Adlion 
At die difeharge of every perfon committed for Felony 
and whofe bills lhall be brought in Ignoramus and at 
* • the difeharge of every perfon committed for not finding > 
bail or for other mifdemeanors under the degree of 
Felony no more than — — 

For Copy of every Warrant for a Debtor — 

For the Copy of every Commitment of a Felon — 


S. D. 


5 : + 
12 : 8 


13 = + 


Z z 2 


And 



HAMPSHIRE. 


Western Circuit. 


And it is ordered—that the Gaoler—-ihall not—receive direftly or indireftly-— 

any other or greater Fees &c.—And for the better information of Prifoncrs 

< 

-—that the under-written Claufe in the faid Aft of Parliament be fubfcribed 
at the bottom of the Table of Fees to be hung up—in each and every 
room &c. 

“ And be it further enafted— that every Sheriff, Under Sheriff, Gaoler &c. 
“ —ihall permit— him or her—-arrefted to fend for—*any beer ale and 
“ viftuals or other neceffary food from what place they plcafe and alfo to 
“ have—fuch bedding linnen &c.—as he fhe or they fhall think fit &c. 


Copy 

Ed Staweli 
John Foyle. 

Ed Hooker 
Rob Pyke 
Tho'' Durnford 


Tho s - Bates 

R. C. Chaloner Cobb 

Benj Woodroofe 

Ric New John Alwick 


At WINCHESTER is 

A PRISON for debtors, the Cheyney Court in- and for the 
Liberty of the Soke: Property of the Bilhop. Out of repair. There is 
a Garden into which fome Priloners are admitted. The Bounty of 
the Duke of Chandos fupplies this Prifon every week with two gallon 
loaves and about twenty pounds of beef. Fees t6s. 8d. no Table. 

1775, Dec. 28, Priloners 6. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

WINCHESTER. The three rooms are too dole, and the yard 
too fmall for the Prifoners who are commonly numerous; 

efpecially 
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efpecially at Quarter Seffions, when they are brought hither brtde- 

from the other Bridewells. This Prifon has been fatal to vaft WELLS * 

numbers. The mifery of the Prifoners excited the companion 

of the Duke of Cbandos ; who for fome years paft has fent 

them every week about thirty pounds of beef and two gallon 

loaves. \ pump lately funk: no ftraw. Claufes of Aft 

againft Spirituous Liquors hung up. Keeper’s Salary £40: 

Fees 7 s. 8d. no Table. Licence, Beer and Wine. Allow¬ 
ance, a three-penny loaf in two days : no employment. 

1774, Sep. 24, Prifoners 13, 

1775, Dec. 28, - - 21. 

GOSPORT. Apartments convenient, but not kept clean. The 
yard airy. An oven to purify the cloaths, but no fuel 
allowed by the County. No draw. Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer: 

Salary £40 : Fees 6 s. 8d. no Table. Licence, Beer and Wine. 

Allowance, two-pennyworth of bread a day: no employment. 

Claufes of Aft againft: Spirituous Liquors hung up. 

' 1774, Sep. 27, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Feb. 26, - - - 5. 

ODI AM. Three rooms. The Keeper takes to himfelf for a brew- 
hotile, dairy <kc. the middle room, which is far the larged: 
the other two are twelve feet by eleven each. Keeper a 
Sheriff’s Officer: Salary ^15: Fees 6s. 8d. no Table. No 
Licence. Allowance about a pound of bread a day : no ftraw: 
no employment. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors 
not hung up. 

1776, Feb. 28, Prifoners 8. 

NEWPORT 
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NEWPORT in the lfle of Wight. This is the Keeper’s property. 
Two rooms; one of them quite <Jark: no yard: no water. 
Keeper told me his Salary was £19 '■ 15 : o, for which he was 
to fupply each Prifoner daily with three-halfpennyworth of 
bread, and three pints of water. 

1774, Sep. 27, Priloners non*. 

HERE IS ALSO 

NEWPORT GAOL. No yard: no water. Allowance three - 
halfpennywonh of bread: three pints of water. Gaoler’s 
Salary £ 3 . 

1774, Sep. 27, Prisoners none. 

IN this County are alfo at 

SOUTHAMPTON, 

THE, BAR GATE. Sheriff’s Ward for Debtors. Two rooms: 
in that for women, no chimney. There is no court-yard : no 
water. Keeper, the oldeft Sergeant at Mace : Salary £5 : 
Fees ijs. 4c!. no Table. Claufes of A6t againll Spirituous 
Liquors hung up. 

1774, Sep. 24, Debtors a, 

1776, Feb. 26, - - 2. 

GAOL for melons, lower end of the town. Two clofe rooms. A 
court-yard: no water. Gaoler’s Salary £5. Prifoners allow¬ 
ance three-pennyworth of bread a day. 

1774, Sep. 24, Felons none, 

1776, Feb. 26, Ditto. 


BRIDEWELL, 



Western Circuit. HAMPSHIRE. 

BRIDEWELL, joins to the Gaol. Three airy rooms upftairs: 
no yard : no water: no ftraw: no employment. Keeper, a 
junior Sergeant at Mace: Salary £2: Fees 3s. 4d. no Table. 
Prifoners allowance three-pennyworth of bread a day: ten 
fliillings a year for bedding. 

1774, Sep. 24, Prifoners none. 

1776, Feb. 26, - - - 2. 

PORTSMOUTH 

TOWN GAOL. In one of the rooms,* which is large, Debtors 
and Felons lodge together. The upper rooms arc for women : none 
in them. Gaoler is Sergeant at Mace : no Salary : Licence for Beer 
and Wine. Prifoners allowance, Debtors none; Felons four pence 
a day. No bedding nor llraw. 

I have a copy of the Table of Fees hung up in this Gaol: it is 
figned by the Town-Clerk George Huijh 30th June 1738. He writes 
at the title “ Fees due to the Sergeants at Mace of the laid Borough, 
“ which I have known to be paid from the year 1693 and have been 

informed were'antiently paid.” 

For every Commitment 15 s. tod. out of which the Town-Clerk hath 3 s. 6d. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Sep. 24, 2 - 4, 

1776, Feb. 26, 1-1. 

BASINGSTOKE 

PRISON, for debtors undergo, is one convenient room in 
the Keeper’s Public-houfe. Fie has no Salary. 

1776, Feb. 28, Prifoners none. 


35 ? 

SOUTH¬ 

AMPTON. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at SALISBURY. 

r 

GAOLER, ’Thomas Biggs. 

Salary, none. But a year (lately railed from £50) 
to fupply Felons as below. « (See Remarks.) 
Fees, Debtors, £1 : 1 : o, 

Felons, 1. : 6 : 4. 

Tranfports, ^4 *.4:0 each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, a penny loaf a day each (weight in 
Sep. 1774, 8 oz.) : now 2d. a day; 
i. e; 1 yd. bread, ‘d. a quart fmall 
beer. (See Remarks.) 

Garnilh, Debtors Mafter's-fide, - £0:8:8, 

Felons and Common-fide Debtors, 0:4:4. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Dec - - 14 - - 8, 

• 1774, Sep. 23, - 12 - - 9, 

1775, Dec. 27, - 2i - - 15, 

1776, Sep. 3, - 7 - - 12. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Vanderplank. 

Duty—Friday, 

Salary, £40; of which £20 is a Legacy. (See Remarks.) 

SURGEON, Mr. Crompton. 

Salary, £10 : 10 : o for Felons and Common-fide Debtors. 

SALISBURY. 
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SALISBURY. 

THE PRISON in this City called Fijherton-Anger Gaol (from Remarks. 
the name of the Parilh in which it^(lands) near a fine dream, is alfo 
one of the county bridewells. Only one yard. No day-room for 
Common-fide Debtors, nor Felons: each fort have their fire on a 
brick hearth raifed in the middle of their relpedive lodging-rooms, 
without chimney. The Debtors room over the Felons. Women- 
felons have a feparate room, more commodious. 

Mr. Bioos has £6 : 13 : 4 Salary for the Bridewell; and £10 
a year for Fees of Prifoners acquitted at Quarter Seffions. He pays 
Window-tax ^3 : 15 : o. 

The lad time I was there, I faw a new building in the yard; a 
liable, cart-houle, and brew-houfe; with an Infirmary over them; 
one room for men, another for women. I could not help wifhing 
that the lower part indead of dable &c. had been two day-rooms 
with fire-places, one for Common-fide Debtors, another for Felons. 

That part of the Prifon which was the Bridewell is not fecure ; 
and Petty Offenders are confined in the Gaol. 

Just without the Prilbn-gatc is a round ftaple fixed in the wall: 
through it is put a chain, at each end of which a Common-fide 
Debtor padlocked by the leg, dands offering to thole who pals by, 
nets, laces, purfes &c. made in the Prifon. The two whom I faw 
there lad were Crown Debtors not cleared by the late lnfolvent Ad. 

I have been informed, that at Chridmas, Felons chained together 
were permitted to go about; one of them carrying a fack or balket 
for food, another a box for money. 


A a a 


Twenty 
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n 

3 


6 * 


Twenty pounds a year of the Chaplain’s Salary is paid by Lord 
Weymouth by a Bequeft of 'Thomas Thyme, Efq. who bound for 
Payment the Manors of Weohly and Rojs in the County of Hereford. 
The Bequeft was recognized by Lord Weymouth in a Deed of Settle¬ 
ment dated 2d November 1709. > 

Lord Pembroke pays a Legacy of £5 a year; pa^rt to the Chap¬ 
lain himfelf, viz, a guinea for a hat; the remainder to be by him 
diftributed among the Prifoners. Mr. Smith of Salijhury left the 
Intereft of £50 to be divided among them. No Memorial of anv 
Legacy hung up in the G40I. 


— Die Juliiy y-Georgii IT Amo Dom 1729 


A TABLE of FEES now and' heretofore ulually demanded- 
and alfo for chamber rent &c.---according to an Aft- 
intituled an Aft for the Relief &c. 


. 


S. 

D. 

For entering and difeharging every Action or Procefs Capias 1 

1 



or Latitat — * 

1 



Entering and difeharging of every fecond Aftion — 

0 ; 

10 

0 

Entering and difeharging every Capias utlegat — 

0 : 

10 

0 

For the Under Keeper or Turnkey each Adtion and Writ 

0 : 

1 

0 


FELONS. 

For every commitment and difeharge by a Juflice of Peace or 
in Court — 

For every commitment for not finding bail for good 7 
behaviour — — — — 3 


} 


5 ; 4 

>3 = 4 


For 
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£• s. D. 

For every commitment and difcharge of baftardy — o : 13 : 4 

For every Ignoramus upon Felony — — o : 13 : 4 

For every commitment and difcharge on the Statute of Prannunire 1 : 5:4 

To the Under Keeper on each of the c^aufes — o : 1 : c 

LODGINGS. 

Every Prifoner that lyes in the Keeper’s lodging in the Prize 

> o . 2.6 

or Sheriff's Ward pays by the week — j 


> f) 


We whofe names are here under written’—at the General Quarter 
Stflions—held—at Warminfter —do fyereby—allow the fame 


H Coker 
J Montague 
Jn°- Cooper 
Jn 0> Eyles 


Tho s - Phipps 
E nw D Ashe 
Edw° Younge. 


There is alfo at SALISBURY the 

CITY GAOL: the Property of the Bilhop: out of repair. 
Two rooms for Felons, and three above them for Debtors. No 
Court-yard : no water : no draw. The Gaoler pays £8 a year to a 
Domed ic of the Bilhop. His Lordfhip lends to the Priloners at 
Chriftmas thirty (hillings worth of meat, and ten (hillings worth of 
bread.* Licence for Beer: Fees 14s. ffd. no Table.—Allowance, 
Debtors none: Felons three-halfpcncc a day. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1775, Dec. 27, 3 - - 2, 

1776, Sep. 3, 2 - - o, - 2 Deferters. 


A a a 2 


OTHER 
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BRIDE- OTHER 

WELLS. 

COUNTY B'RIDEWELLS. 

DEVIZES. This is alfb the Town Gaol. It has two night- 
rooms for men, and two for women: but the day-room and 
court-yard with water, common.—A fmall work-fliop; I law 
no body in it.—An*Infirmary of two rooms.—Four rooms for 
Mafter’s-fide Debtprs.—All clean at my laft vifit ; lately 
white-wafhed &c. 

Allowance to Offenders three-halfpennyworth of bread 
a day (weight in Sep. 1776, 18 ounces), and a pint of fmall 
beer. Straw a guinea a year. 

There was a Debtor from the Court of Rcquefts, he had 
a wife and four fmall children. Twelve weeks confinement 
clears fuch Debtors. 

Two or three years ago the Gaol-Fever carried off many : 
but as the Infirmary and fome of the other rooms mentioned 
above have been built fince that time, there is now little 
danger of that diftemper; provided care be taken to feparate 
Prifoners in the apartments built for that purpofe. Claules of 
Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

The Gaoler has a Salary of^xo, and keeps a public-houfe. 

Debtors. Petty Offenders. 

1774, Aug. 4, 3 - - 17, 

1776, Sep. 4, 1 - - 13. 

MARL- 
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MARLBOROUGH. ' A small common work-room : a fizeable 
lodging-room for women: another for men: this is thirteen 
feet and a half by nine feet ^eight inches; window eighteen 
inches by fifteen, not to the open air, but to the work-room, 
which his but one window. All thefe rooms are on the 
ground-floor; and by a fewer within doors, they, are made 
very offenfive, efpecially the men’s night-room; in which, 
when I was there firft, I faw one dying on the floor of the 
Gaol-Fever. The Keeper told me *that jufl before one had 
died there, and another foon after his^difeharge. Up flairs are 
three rooms for thole who pay. No court-yard: no water 
acceflible to Prifoners: no draw. Allowance to Petty Offenders 
none; Felons two-pennyworth of bread a day. Keeper’s Salary 
lately railed from £20 to £50 in lieu of Fees; which, in a 
Table dated 1671, were Felons £1:6:4, Petty Offenders 
£0 : 14:4 &c. Licence for Beer. At my two lafl vifits, 
fome PriJoners at work. 

I heard the Juftices had viewed the outfuie of this Prifon. 


U 74 > 

Aug. 

5 > 

Prifoners 6, 

* 775 > 

Dec. 

3 °> 

- - - 8, 

1776, 

Dec. 

* 7 > 

- - - 17. 
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WELLS, 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at DORCHESTER. 

GAOLER, James Chafley. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, - - £i • 3:9, 

Felons at Aflize, - i : 3 :.8, 

Quarter Sefiions, o : 17 -.4. 

Tranfports, ,£2.: 12 : 6 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none ; but on applying to Juftices. 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread a day 
(weight in Sep . 1774, 12 { oz,). 
Garnifh, Debtors, £0 : 2 : 7, 

Felons, 0:1:3. 


Number of 

- 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons &c, 

U 73 > 

Dec. 

* 4 » 

21 - 

- 9 > 

I 77 - 4 > 

Sep. 

21, 

1 9 - 

~ 9 > 

17753 

Dec. 

26, 

14 - 

- 7 - 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Dobney. ' 

Duty—Friday ; altered lately to Sunday and Wednesday. 
Salary, raifed lately from £30 to £$o. 

SURGEON, Mr. Kenn. 

Salary, £30 for Debtors and Felons. 


DORCHESTER. 
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DORCHESTER. 

i 

THIS GAOL out of repair, and dirty. Only one yard. In 
September 1774, two Debtors tol^ me they had lived five or fix 
weeks on nothing but the County bread and water. In December 
1775, the Small-Pox in the Gaol: no Infirmary. Claufes of Aft 
againfi: Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Mr. John Derby left twenty findings a year for bread to be 
dillributed among the Prifoners on the fopr Quarter-days : no Me¬ 
morial of this hung up. 

I 

Mr. Chafkey has been Gaoler above forty-four years. I copied 
a paper of Rules and Orders figned by him : the laft article requires 
Garnilh of a New-comer. 

The following Table in the Gaol is hardly legible. 


Dorfet. \ TABLE of FEES to be taken by—the Gaoler or 
iV Keeper of the Sheriff’s Ward at Dorchefter —fettled— 
at Shaft oh— 15th July— 34th of George II—1760 purlliant to an Act 
—intituled an Aft for Relief of Debtors &c. 


£. S. D. 


Imprimis for the Commitment Fee of every Prifoner for" 
Debt Damage Contempt or otherwife in Civil Suits o 
though it be on feveral Adions — — 

For the Chamber rent of every Prifoner fo committed who'j 
thall have a bed to himfelf and although there arc more 1 
beds in the fame room and who finds himfelf bed | 
bedding and fhects weekly and every week — J 


13 : 4 


If 


Remarks. 
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If there be two Prifoners and no more in one bed finding "J 
their own bed bedding and iheets then each of them > o 
to pay weekly and every week For Chamber rent J 
Every Prifoner who at his own defire has a bed to himlelf n 
and although there arc more b&ls than one in each room 
and the Keeper judge bedding and 

iheeting Hull pay for fuch Chamber rent and for the'j 
ufc of each bed and bedding weekly and every week 
Prifoners in one bed and no more in one bed and the* 
Keeper finding bed bedding and fheets then every of( 
them to pay weekly nnd every week for the ufe of fuch | 
bed bedding and Chamber rent — — 

For the ufe of the Comluon room the Prifoner finding his' 
bed and bedding — — — 

But if the Keeper finds bedding then — — 

For the Liberate and Difcharge of every Prifoner out of the" 
faid Prifon for Debt or otherwife in Civil Suits or ^ o 
Attions — — — — 

For the Turnkey Fees of every Prifoner difeharged — 


£. S. D. 


o : o 


Ric Brodrepp 
Jn° Jennings 


R Riggs 
E Okeden 


' J Hanham 
John Freke 


Tije above written Fees have been perufed by Us his Majefty’s 
Juftices of Aflize for the IVeftern Circuit at the Afiizes held at 
Borchefter in and for the faid County of Bor Jet the 24th day of 
July 1760 and we do approve the fame 

E WILMOT W NO El. 

Examined with the Original by John Wallis 
Clerk of the Peace of the County of Dorfet , 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SHERBORN. 


Too fimll; and the ceilings {pw. Keeper’s Salary £40: Fees 
13s. 4cl. no Table. Allowance a three-penny loaf in two days, 
weight in Sep. 1.774, 1 lb. i$oz. ■ No employment. No draw. The 
Keeper-told me he had fpoken in behalf of his Tick Prifoners to the 
Clerk of the Peace, who faid “ he thought the late Aft did not 
extend to Bridewells.” 

The Juftices have very judicioufly provided for the relief of 
Prifoners going to different Quarter Scffions. Their Order dated 
12th April 1774 is as follows. 

Sherhorn y Dor/et. THE great inhumanity that frequently hap¬ 
pens unto the* ieveral Prifoners—conveyed to the different Quarter 
Seflions to be tryed—by the walking loaded with heavy irons— 
being taken into confideration—it is the Relolution and Order of this 
Court that for the future the Gaol-Keeper and Bridewell-Keeper 
lhall provide for one Prifoner only a horfe, for two or more a con¬ 
venient cart or carriage for the conveying them : and to be allowed 
the 'funj of three pence per mile for one perfon; for two or more the 
him of fix pence a mile &c. 


1774, Sep. 22, Prifoners 9. 


Bb b 


POOL 
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POOI. 


TOWN GAOL. Two rooms, down three fteps. No water. 
Keeper, no Salary: Fees 13 s. 4d. »no Table. Allowance to Debtors 
and Felons as. 3d. a week each. 

Debtor. Felons. 

1776, 'Feb. a6, None. 


BRIDEWELL, in the Work-houfe yard. Three finall 
dirty rooms. Keeper is the Mafter of the Work-houfe, which 
be farms. 


1776, Feb. 16, Prifoners none but a Lunatic. 


HIGH 
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HIGH GAOL at EXETER, 

FOR FELONS. 

GAOLER, Benjamin Sherry. 

Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Felons, £0 : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, £1:1:0 each. S (See Remarks.) 

Licence, none. But he fells fmall beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Felons, twenty-two ounces of bread a day each. 

Garnilh, lately abolifhed. 

Number of - Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 18, - ao, 

- Sep. 12, - 14, 

1775, Dec. 16, - 25, 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Stabhack. 

Duty—Sunday Sermon, and twice a week Prayers. 

Salary, £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Rule. 

Salary, £42 for Gaol and Bridewell. (See Remarks.) 

THIS GAOL is the Property of John Rolle Walter^ Efq. whofe Remarks. 
Family had a Grant of it from the Duchy of Cornwall: the Gaoler 
pays him Rent £22 per annum. The houfe and yard too fmall: no 
fewer. The three night-dungeons down three fteps are clofe and 

B b b 2 unhealthy: 
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unhealthy: the windows too fmall. An Infirmary, commodious 
enough, is lately built; but the ftairs that lead up to it are intole¬ 
rably had. The Priloners make cabbage-nets for two pence a dozen; 
and purfes of different forts from four pence to fevcn pence a dozen: 
the Turnkey finds the twine and thread.—Two Sailors fined a {hil¬ 
ling each, had £1:1:4 each to pay the Clerk of th| Peace, befides 
the Gaoler’s Fees. Mr. Rule the Surgeon told me that he was by 
contract excufed from attending in the Dungeons any Prifoners that 
fhould have the Gaol-Fever. 

There is no ’Table of Fees. But by the clofe of the Preamble at 
the Sheriff’s Ward, the .Table there feems to have included ori¬ 
ginally the Fees of this Gaol alfo. 

The Gaoler has for each Tran/port two guineas from the Merchant, 
to whom the County pays per contract £5. 

About Chriftmas, the Gaoler permits his Prifoners to folicit 
Charity in the City. When I was laft there the box was broke open, 
fuppofed by the perfon who condufted them and abfconded. If 
any Gentleman would undertake the difpofal of the Contributions, 
this would not only prevent fuch a fraud, but the money laid out for 
meat, firing &c. would be far more beneficial than their {pending 
moft of it in liqgor. 

It was commendable and exemplary in the Juftices of this County 
to fix the Felons allowance by a certain weight of good bread, not 
variable with the price. 


SHERIFF’S 
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SHERIFF'S WARD, EXETER; 
the COUNTY PRISON for debtors. 

KEEPER, *Jobn JutJum. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, £o : 14 : 4. 

License, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

none. 


Garnifh, 

£0:1:4. 


Number of 

- 

- Debtors. 

1774 , 

Feb. 20, 

43 , 

— 

Sep. x 2, 

24. 

1775 , 

Dec. 15, 

34 - 


CHAPLAIN, None. On Sunday a Prifoner reads Prayers and 

dines with the Keeper. 

SURGEON, None. 


THE Sheriff’s Wal'd or Prifon is in the Pariflx of St. 'Thomas the 
Apoftle, in the County of Devon. 

The, rooms are large and convenient, but out of repair. Court-yard 
fpacious. Good rules of oeconomy. An humane Keeper. He 
has a good fire for Common-fide Debtors—he laid he would glad¬ 
ly relinquilh his Fees for a Salary of £100—and told me that during 
his time, about twelve years, no more than four or five Debtors had 
obtained their aliment, the Groats. 


3 73 


Remares. 


>760 



374 


DEVONSHIRE* Western Circuit., 


1760 SHERIFF’S WARD. 

Devon, /4 T the General Quarter Seflldns of the Peace held at 
*lo wit. / V the Caftle of Exon the 15th Jan. 1760 before Richard 
Beavis Efq r . George tanner, William Clifford Martin , William Kittfon, 
£fq r *. and others See. The Court having confxdered the report of 
Sir Richard Warwick Bamfylde Bart.’ Sir George Toinge Bart. Henry 
Crewes Efq r . and John Snow Clerk, Juftices of &c.—appointed to en¬ 
quire into Fees taken by the prefent Keeper and Gaoler of this Coun¬ 
ty, and having confidered the Table of Fees heretofore taken by the 
•Keeper of the Sheriff’s V^ard, and the Fees taken by the Keeper of 
the High Gaol and Keeper of the Bridewell of this County doth in 
purfuance of an Ad—entitled &c.—fettle and eftablilh the following 
Table of Rates and Fees of the Keepers of the laid feveral Prifops &c. 


A TABLE of the RATES and FEES allowed to be taken 
by the Keeper of the Sheriff’s Ward for the County of Devon. 


For the commitment fee of every Prifoner for debt, damages, 
and contempts though it be on feveral aftions or pro- 
eeffes only — — — 

To the Turnkey — — — 

For every liberate — — — 

For the ufe of a bed in a tingle room for one perfon by the week 
The ufe of a room where there are two or more beds and two 7 
lodge in a bed each perfon by the week *— 5 

The ufe of the common room if the Keeper find* bedding } 
each perfon by the week *— — j 

If the Prifoner finds bedding — — 



D. 


nothing 


We do hereby approve and ratify the Table of Fees above written 
purfuant to the faid Statute 


R® Warwick Bamfylde 
Nich* Nutcombe Bluett 
Henry Crewes. 


E WILMOT 
W«. NOEL 


RULES 
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RULES and ORDERS to be obierved in the Sheriff's Ward 
or Frifon for the County of Devon. Cha* Hayne, Sheriff 


NO Prifoner to &bufe the Turnkeys— if they do—-to be confined. 

If Turnkeys ufe them ill—to complain to Under-Sheriff or Keeper. 

Doors of lodging rooms— to be unlocked—in winter—at fun rifing 
—in fummer t at fix. 

Prisoners to be called over within the fore-door—at candle-lighting* 
—and locked up in their feveral rooms a» nine at night. 

Fore-gate to be locked at nine at night in fummer, at eight in winter. 

No Prifoner—to go outfide of the rails towards the fore-gate. 

No comber or weaver to work in lodging rooms. 

No Prifoner’s Family, or Wife, to lodge in the Prifon without con- 
fent of Keeper. 

No Prifoner to be without the fore-door of the Prifon-houfe on Sun¬ 
days in time of Divine Service. 

No perfon to bring any Spirituous Liquors into the Prifon. 

After the door is fhut at night no large jugs of beer to be brought, 
but pints or quarts may be put in at the window. 

No Prifoner to throw any rubbifh in the pump yard. 

No Prifoner to keep any dog. 

No wood to be cut or cleaved in. the chambers—it fpoils the 
plaiftering. 

Keeper to place any Prifoner where he thinks proper for fafety. 

No Prifoner to remove his bed without Keeper’s confent. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at EXETER, 
in st. 'Thomas’s. 


Spacious, but out of repair: the windows, fmall and glazed j yet 
no cafements. An Infirmary.—Keeper’s Salary £60 : no Fees. He 
is a Woollen Manufacturer, and employs fome. of . his Prifoners. 
Others of them might work in the large Garden and Yard at Rope¬ 
making, Packthread-fpinning &c. His number of Prifoners for 
three years was in 1772, 925 in 1773, 163; in 1774, 144. When 
I was there laft, eight or ten of the Prifoners were women; and yet 
the houfe was dirty. Allowance, two-pennyworth of bread a day 
(weight in Sef. 1774, 19, ounces). The County have appointed a 
Chaplain, with a Salary of £30, and a Houfe joining to the Prifon 

which he lets for £6 a year. 

1774, Sep.‘ 12, Prifoners 22, 

1775, Dec. 24, - - 34. 


EXETER 
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EXETER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER,^ Sarah Strong, 

Salary, £20 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 16 : 4, 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 

Transports, the Expenfe. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread adayeach. 
Garnilh, Debtors, £0:3: 6. 

Number of - Debtors. Felons &c, 

1774, Feb. 20, 11 - - 1, 

1775, Dec > 15 > 7 ~ ‘ 2 - 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. But ordered for Felons by the Chamber 

upon occafion. 


THIS GAOL, called the South-gate Prifon, has in the Keeper’s Remarks. 
houfe, convenient apartments for Debtors. The three wards on the 
other fide of the gateway, for Felons, are very’ clofe and offenfive: 
no chimney: no court-yard: no water: no fewer. 

Here are fent fifty-one penny loaves every week to the Debtors j if 
only one, he has the whole, if more, they are equally divided amongft 

C c c them : 
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exeter them: from what Legacies they come is not known in the Gaol, as 
CITy * no other Memorial is hung up than two painted boards, which con¬ 
tain Memorials of fundry Bequefts. They are not dated j one of 
them feems ancient. I will tranfcribe the' Legacies from thefe 
after the Table of Fees. 


City and County of the 1 EES of the Gaoler or Keeper—of the 
City of Exon (to wit X Gaol—called the Compter —at the South- 
Gate —fettled—at the General Quarter SelTions—held at th t Guild-Hall 
—10th April—nth Geofge II—1738—in purfuance of an Aft for 
the Relief of Infolvent Debtors &c. 


£■ 


> o 


For the Commitment Fee of every Prifoner for Debt,' 
Damages, Contempt or otherwife though it be on 
feveral Aftions or Proccfles — — 

To the Turnkey — — — o : 

For every Literate — — —* o : 

For the ufe of a bed in a fingle room for one perfon per week o : 
For the ufe of a room wherein are two or more beds, and ■ 
two lodge in each bed, then for each bed 
For the ufe of the Common room the Prifoner finding the bed.o 
But the Keeper finding the bed then per week — o 


andj Q . 


S. D. 


»3 : 4 

1 : o 

2 : o 

3 ■ o 

2 : 6 

o : 6 
I : o 


Arthur Culme Mayor 
Nath 1 Dewdney 
Tho* Coppleston 


The above Table of Fees hath been reviewed and confirmed by us 
his Majefty’s Juftices of AiTize for the Weftern Summer Circuit 
held in and for the City of Exon and County of the fame City. 
24th July 1738. 

J FORTESCUE 
Wm THOMPSON 


LEGACIES. 
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LEGACIES. EXETER 

CITY. 

A MEMORWVLL of certayne Guyftes to the yeerlie value of 
Twenty Poundes geeven by Laurence Seldon , and Elizabeth , his 
Wife, to be diftributed by the Maior and Bayliffes of the Cittie 
of Exon for ever as followith: 


In Bread 
weeklie 
to the Poore 


r 

i 

L 


Prifoners in the Kinges Gaole 
neer the Cartel] of Exon 


} 


Prifoners in the Sherives Warde, 
Gaole, and Counter of the 
Cittie of Exon 


$ 

2 


d 

6 


6 


Shills 

yeerly 

26 


£ 

6 . 10 . o 


The other articles in this piece of antiquity, fuch as as. 6d. 
a year to the Mayor of the City &c. I mull omit as foreign to my 
purpofe. 


The memorial on the other board is as follows: 

Exon 

Southgate. Mrs. Hejltr Reed gave ftxpence a week for ever, to this 
* Prifon to be paid out of a Tenement called Fen in the Parilh of 
Culemton, and laid out in middling wheat bread and diftributed always 
to the Prifoners in the Shew. * 


* The Slitw or Shoe is the Common ward for poor Debtors, who beg by letting down a (hoe. 


C C C 2 


PLYMOUTH 
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PLYMOUTH TOWN GAOL- 


Two rooms for Felons; and a large room above for Debtors. 
One of the former, the Clink, feventeen feet by eight, about five feet 
and a half high, with a wicket in the door feven inches by five to 
admit light and air. To this, as I was informed, three men who 
were confined near two months under fentence of Tranfportation, 
came by turns for breach. The door had not been opened for five 
weeks when I with difficulty entered to fee a pale inhabitant. He 
had been there ten weeks under fentence of Tranfportation, and faid 
he had much rather have been hanged than confined in that noifome 
cell. No yard; no water: no 'fewer. The Gaolers live diftant: 
they are three Sergeants at Mace. Fees 15s. tod. no Table. 
Allowance to Debtors, none but on application: Felons two- 
pennyworth of bread a day. No ftraw. 

• 

Debtors. Felon. 

1774, Sep. 15, j - 1, 

• 1775, Dec * *7i 0-0. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at LAUNCESTON, 

FOR FELONS. 


GAOLER, John Mules , Deputy, under Coryndon Carpenter Efq. 

Conftable of the Caftle. 

• \ 

Salary, lately augmented by the County from £% to £12. 

Fees, Felons, £o : 16 : 8. 

Tranfports, 4d. a mile each. 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Felons, a three-penny loaf each in two days; 

white or brown at their option (weight 
in Dec. 177 5, of white bread 1 lb. 10 oz. 
brown 2 lb. 2 oz.). 

Number of - Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 19, - 11, 

- Sep. 13, - 8, 

1775, Dec. 23, - 6. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Lethbridge. 

* Duty—-Tuefday and Friday. 

Salary, lately reduced from £$o to £30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Bennet. 

Salary, £15. 


LAUNCESTON. 
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LAUNCESTON. 

THIS GAOL, though built in a large yard belonging to the old 
ruinous Caftle, is very finall * houle and court meafuring only fifty 
two feet by forty four; and the houfe not covering half that ground. 
The Prifon is a room or paffage twenty three feet and a half by feven 
and a half, with only one window two feet by one and a half:—and 
three Dungeons or. Cages on the fide oppofite the window: thefe are 
about fix and half feet dee^>; one nine feet long; one about eight; 
one not five: this laft forewomen. They are all very oftenfive. No 
chimney: no drains: no water: damp earth floors: no Infirmary. 
The yard not lecure; and Prifoners fcldom permitted to go out to it. 
Indeed the whole Prifon is out of repair, and yet the Gaoler lives 
diftant. I once found the Prifoners chained two or three together. 
Their provifion is put down to them through a hole in the floor of the 
room above (ufed as a Chapel); and thole whoferve them there, often 
catch the fatal fever. At my firft vifit I found the Keeper, his Afiillant, 
and all the Prifoners but one, fick of it: and heard that a few years 
before, many Prifoners had died of it j and the Keeper and his wife 
in one night. 

I learned that a woman who was difeharged juft before my firft 
vifit (by the Grand Jury making a colleftion for her Fees) had been 
confined three years by the Ecclefiaftical Court j and had three chil¬ 
dren in the Gaol. There is no Table of Fees. 

The King, of his Royal Bounty, has offered two thousand pounds 
towards a new Gaol; but nothing is done by the County. 

I was edified by the ferious behaviour of the Chaplain at Prayers. 

The 
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The Prifoners refpeft him, and were very attentive. He has a large 
.family : I was forry for the late reduction of his Salary. 

The Mayor fends the Prifoners weekly one (hilling's worth of 
bread: no memorial of the legacy in^the Gaol. Tranfports have not 
the King’s allowance of as. 6d. a week. Claufes of A& againft 
Spirituous Liqu*rs not hung up. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BODMIN. 


The County pays £20 a year for this Prifon. It is much out of 
repair j and the walls round the yard not fafe enough to let Prifoners 
ule it. The night rooms are two garrets, with fmall Iky-lights 
feventecn inches by twelve, dole glazed. I was informed that a few 
years ago the Gaol-Fever was very fatal, not only in the Prifon, but 
alfo in the Towij. Keeper’s Salary lately raifed from £20 to £ a8. 
Fees j6s. 8d. no Table. Allowance a three-penny loaf in two days; 
(weight, Dec. 1775, 31 oz.) No employment. A Surgeon to this 
Bridewell j his Salary £10. 

1774, Sep. 14, Prifoners 19, 

1775, Dec. 22, - - - 29. 


SHERIFF'S 
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SHERIFF’S WARD at BODMIN, 
the COUNTY PRISON for debtors. 

KEEPER, Jo/epb Gatty. 

Salary, £25. f 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 13 : 4> 

Befides o : 4 : 1 to the Sheriff. 

Licence, of late none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnifh, £0 •. 2 : o. 

Number of Debtors. 

1774 . Sep. I 4 > - 19. 

1775, Dec. 22, - 18. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 


THIS PRISON, for which the Sheriff pays £20 ayear, is out of 
repair. A fpacious back-yard, with a dream running through it. The 
Keeper pays Window-tax £3:7:0, and I faw fome windows were 
flopped up.—He faid he had been Keeper above twenty years; and 
during the whole time had but four Prifoners who obtained from 
their Creditors the allowance commonly called the Groats. 


FALMOUTH 
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FALMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

t 

Two rooms: no court-yard: no water. 

177 5 > Dec. 19, Prifoners none. 

• 

TRURO TOWN GAOL 

Built about two years ago upon a good plan. Two houfes in 
front, for the two Sergeants at Mace who are the Keepers. Crofs 
the yard is the Prifon ■, which confifts of four convenient rooms, 
two of them vaulted: no pump, ^ 

1775, Dec. Prifoners none. 

PENZANCE TOWN GAOL. 

Two clofe rooms: no court-yard: no water. 

1775, Dec. a 1, Prifoners none. 

At PENZANCE is *lfo 
A PRISON for the Hundred and Liberties of PEN WITH, 

The Property of Lord Arundel. Two rooms in the Keeper’s 
ftable-yard j but diftant from his houfe, and quite out of fight and 
heating. The room for men is full eleven feet fquare, and fix high: 
window eighteen inches fquare: no chimney. Earth floor j very 
damp. The door had not been opened for four weeks when I went 
in j and then the Keeper began Ihoveling away the dirt.—There was 
only one Debtbr, who feemed to have been robuft, but was grown 
pale by ten weeks clofe confinement, with little food, which he had 
from a brother, .who is poor and has a family. He faid, the damp- 
nefs of the Prifon, with but little, ftraw, had obliged him (he fpoke 
with forrow) to fend for the bed on which fome of his children lay. 

D d d He 
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He had a wife and ten children, two of whom died fince he came 
thither, and the reft were almoft ftarving.—He has written me a 
letter fince, by which I learn that his diftrefs was not mitigated, 
and that he had a companion, miferable as himfelf.—No allowance. 
Keeper no Salary: Fees 8 s. 4d. every aftion, no Table. 

A year or two ago five Prifoners, I was informed, grew defperate 
by what they fuffered in this wretched Prifon, and broke out. 

1775, Dec. at, Prifoner 1. 

( • 

LOSTW 1 THIEL GAOL for debtors, 

t 

Is the Property of the Duke of Cornwall, Lord of the Stannaries. 
It was lately repaired and whitewalhed. The Rules extend over the 
whole Borough. The Keeper told me that he lately had a Prifoner 
who was arrefted for £6 : the man had a large family, and not a bad 
charafter j yet the Plaintiff paid him his groats for two years; and 
dying then, bound his Eftate for the continual Payment of them: 
but the Infolvent Aft freed the Prifoner and the Eftate.—Keeper no 
Salary: Fees 13 s. 4ft. no Table. 

1774, Sep. 14, Prifoners 4, 

1775, Dec. 18, - - 2. 

PENRYN GAOL for debtors. 

St. Leonard’s Chapel: the Property of the Earl of Go dolphin. 

p • 

One room thirteen feet fquare, fix high: window about two feet by 
one foot four inches. Keeper (a woman) complained of paying 
Rent ^4, and of the Prifon window being taxed with thofe in her 
faoufe. 

1775, Dec. 10, Prifoners none. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at IVELCHESTER. 


GAOLER* Edward, Scadding. 

Salary, of late, £25. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 14 : 4, 

. Felons, o : 6:8.* 

Tranfports, £2 : 12 : o each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two pence a day each, money; lately 
altered to the value in ftandard-bread. 
Garnifli, £0 : 3 : 6. 


Number of 

- 


Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

* I 774 > 

Feb. 

2I> 

3 * ' 

- 22, 

— 

Aug. 

2> 

45 " 

- 18, . 

J 775 > 

Dec. 

*4) 

34 ’ 

- 17. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Dumett ■, now Rev. Mr. Pejler. 
Duty—Sunday, Wednefday, Friday. 

Salary, £50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Shorland. 

Salary, £8. 


Dddi 


IVELCHESTER. 
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Remarks. 


IVEL' CHESTER. 

•? 


THE GAOL is near the river, and has no offenfive iewers. 
The apartments roomy i but the court-yards too little.® They might 
be enlarged eaftward. Men-felons have no day-room: a room, 
which is fit, and Teems to have been defigned for that ufe, is taken 
by the Gaoler for a liable, Aflizes never held here. , Prifoners are 
moved for trial to the Bridewell at Taunton ; or to Bridgewater where 
the Prifon is only one room $ or to Wells where there is no Prifon at 
all: and yet, at Midfummer Aflize 1775 the Prifoners were kept in 
that City eight days. 

Every time I was here I faw one Thomas Hayes who was com¬ 
mitted by order of the Ecclefiaftical Court. 


Ivelcbejler, Somerjetjhire. July 29 1761 

A True Copy of the RULES and FEES &c. belonging 
to Ivelcbejler Gaol figned by the underwritten Gentlemen. 

£. S. D. 

Firft To the Fees at the Difcharge of the Debtor — 0 : 13 : j. 

To the Turnkey — — — 0: 1:0 

For every Debtor’s lodging fingly weekly including thel Q . 5 
ufe of a bed and bedding —- — ' 

But if two lodge together each to pay weekly — 0:0:9 

The Gaoler is not to compel any Debtor to lodge Angle. 
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If a Debtor has a bed and bedding of his own then to pay 
weekly — * — — — 

If he lodges in the Out-wards, to pay per week — 0:0:6- 

If a bed of his own — — — 0:0:0 


£. S. D. 
Jo: 1:0 


Edw d Phelips Efq. 

Rev. Dr. Campun Do&or of Laws 
Jn° Brigdale, 

W M Rodbard, 

Giles Str.angeway, 

Juftices of the Peace. 


These Laws were approved of and figned by the under-written 
Judges July 29. 1761 


EARDLY WILMOT 
Wm NOEL 


Examined by John Donne Clerk of the Peace 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

TAUNTON. Convenient apartments, court-yard, pump &c. 
If the windows, efpecially that in the fick ward (lately added) 
were enlarged, and the Prifon be conftantly kept as clean as it 
was laft time I faw it, they would have little to apprehend 
from the Gaol-Fever; which, fix years ago, for want of an 
Infirmary and feparation, infe&ed the whole Prifon, fo that of 
nineteen Prifoners eight died.—Allowance two-pence a day: 

no 
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no employment. Keeper’s Salary £25: Fees 14s. 4<1. no 
Table. Licence for Beer. Claufe$ of Ad againft Spirituous 
Liquors not hung up. 

The County have generoufly gone to the limit of the Aft; 
and appointed to the Chaplain of this ffridewell, and of that 
at Sbepton-Mallet (as well as to the Chaplain of the County- 
Gaol) a Salary of £50. 

1774, Aug. 2, Prifoners 7, 

t 1 

- Sep. 10, 5, 

1775,. Dec. 14, - . - 16. 


SHEPTON-MALLET. One day-room for men and women. 
Men’s night-room too fclofe; only one fmall window. The 
women’s night-room too little j the Keeper has taken what 
feems to have been part of it, to make his malt-loft.—He told 
me his Prifon was fome years ago fo unhealthy that he buried 
three or four a week: no Infirmary. He is a'Sheriff's Officer. 
Licence for Beer: Salary £26: Fees 14s. 4d. no Table. 
Allowance two pence a day: no employment. Claufes of Aft 
againft' Spirituous Liquors not hung up. Chaplain, Jee 
! Taunton. 


1774, Feb. 21, Prifoners 44, 

- Aug. j, - - 10, 

177S» Dec. * - 29. 


BRISTOL 
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‘BRISTOL CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Iknry Williams ; now William Driver. 

Salary, none. Gown-money £2 a year. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 6:8, 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, £5:5:0 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a pen ny worth of bread a day, before T ri al j 
two-pennyworth of bread after Conviction. 
Garnifh, £0:2:7. 


Number of 

- 

• 

Debtors. 

Felons 

I 774 > 

Feb. 

22, 

- 58 - 

- 38 , 

— 

Aug. 

* 3 > 

- 33 * 

- *S> 

I 77 S> 

Dec. 

7 > 

- 36 - 

- 16, 

1776, 

Dec. 

16, 

- 35 - 

• 

CO 

M 

• 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Eafterbrosk. 

Duty—Sunday, Wednefday, Friday. (See Remarks.) 
Salary, £36. 

SURGEON, Mr. Abel Dagge. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


BRISTOL- 



m 
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Remarks. 


BRISTOL-NEWGATE. 

i 

THIS NEWGATE (as that in the Metropolis) Hands in the # 
midft of the City. It is too fmali for the general number of Prifon- 
■ers. For Debtors there are about fifteen rooms j yet no free ward. 
The pooreft pay ten pence halfpenny a week: others two fhillings 
and fix-pence.—For Women-felons, a day-room and feveral night- 
rooms.—For Men-felons, a day-room, with a court-yard adjacent 
twenty feet by twelve. Their dungeon, the Pit, down eighteen fteps, 
is about eighteen feet by feventeen, and nine feet high: barrack- 
bedfteads: no bedding nor ftraw. It is clofe and offenfive: only a fmali 
window.—There is another yard, the Tmnis-Court , larger than that 
of the Felons : Prifoners are admitted into it by turns.—A room or 
two at the top of the houfe for an Infirmary.—There are many nar¬ 
row paflages: the utmoft attention is requifite to keep the Prifon 
healthy. I found it clean; confidering it was fo crowded and fo 
clofe. It was fcraped and lime-whited once a year before the. late 
Aft for preferving the health of Prifoners. That Aft is neatly painted 
on a board hung up in the Chapel, which is commodious and has a 
gallery: feveral Texts of Scripture are painted in fundry parts of it.— 
Claufes of the A ft again# Spirituous Liquors are not hung up. No 
Table of Gaoler's Fees. 

. The Rev. Mr. James Rouquet has been unwearied in attention to 
the fpiritual and temporal interefts of the Prifoners j officiating near 
twenty years without a Salary. He had only once a Gratuity pf £20*. 


• This was written before November 1776, when Mr. Roujuet died in the forty- 
feventh year of his age. The general Sorrow, and the Sermons preached and printed 
on that Occaiion, do more than juftify what I have faid concerning the Zeal of this 
pious Divine. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ec’Jierbrook lately appointed. Befules the Service noted in its 
place, there are thirteen Sermons a year, for which the Preacher 
has £4. 

John IIevdon left £ 100 to bejent to two Merchants, each pay¬ 
ing annually to the Corporation for the Prifoncrs as Intereft of his 
Moiety £1 : 15 : 4.—Mrs. Aldfivorth left about £5 a year, to be 
paid by the Parifli of All-Saints; two thirds of it to Debtors, who 
receive the money ufually on Chriftmas-Eve; the other third part is 

generally laid out in coverlids or blankets for Felons. No Memorial 

• * 

in the Gaol of any Legacy. 


A TABLE of FEES Town Clerk Bristol. 

£■ s. D. 

ers from the higheA Felony to the lowcA ^ 

MifJemeanor 


Difchare-c of Prifoncrs from the hiyheA Felony to the lowcA ? 

_ _ _ ^ o : 13 : 4 


BRISTOL CITY BRIDEWELL. 

Part of it is in the Keeper’s houfe, on one llde of a common foot way : 
and part on the other iide. In the Keeper’s houfe, the Mafter’s-fide, 
are three rooms : one a day room ; in the other two are beds at fix 
pence a night.—The Common-fide, the new Bridewell, crofs the way, 
confifts of two parts feparated by a court-yard of about fifty feet by 
feventeen. Each part has two rooms on the ground floor, and two 
chambers. Total eight rooms, about eighteen feet fquarej windows to 
the court-vard ; no ehimnies. The Court being quite out of fight 
of the Keeper’s houfe, he does not fuller Prifoners to ufe it ■, nor 

E e e the 
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the pump in it. They have no water but what is handed to them; 
and all the rooms are very dirty. Little or .no draw : no employ¬ 
ment. Keeper’s Salary lately railed from £20 to £30. He receives 
the money for bread allowance, two-pence a day : but the Prifoners 
allured me, that what he gave them from his own loal was far fhort 
of two penny-worth. In Dec. 1775 there was an acquitted Woman 
Prifoner detained for Fees 3s. 6d. Thofe Fees were paid, and the 
Prifoner was releafed.—Claufes of the Aft againft Spirituous Liquors 
hung up. 

1774, Aug. 23, Prifoners 6, 

1775, D<;c. 8, - - - 5, 

1776, - 16, - - - 7. 


BATH CITY GAOL. 


T he afcent to this Prifon, lately built in a meadow which is fome- 

1 

times overflowed, is by a fine flight of Steps. On the ground-floor 
is the Keeper’s kitchen &c. and fome rooms for Petty Offenders. 
Above are three ftories; five rooms on each : one or two of them 
uled by the Keeper: the reft for Debtors; one bed in a room, in 
which if two Prifoners fleep, they pay two fhillings a week each; 
if one has it to himfelf he pays two (hillings and fix pence a week. 
Two rooms on the fecond ftory are a free ward; on the upper' floor 
is their work-fhop. There is a court-yard with offenfive lowers too 
near the houfe.—Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer : no Salary : Fees, if from 
the Court of Confeience 3s. 6d. thefe Debtors are cleared in thir¬ 
teen weeks paying thofe Fees: Debtors for large fums 7s. 8d. no 

Table. 
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Table. Licence for beer. Allowance, to Debtors, none ; to Offenders 
2d. a day: no draw. Claufes of A£l againft Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up.—The City will perhaps appoint a Chaplain and a Surgeon. 


I 774 > 

Aug. 

6, 

Debtors. 

16 - 

Offenders. 

- 2, 

*77 5 > 

Dec. 

12, 

14 - 

- i> 

1776, 

— 

16, 

it - 

- 0, Deferters 3 


BRIDGEWATER TOWN GAOL. 


Only one middle fized room: and one of the two windows flopped 
up. In this room at Midfummer Quarter Sefiions 1774 were fluit 
up twenty feven Prifoners. At Summer Aflize the fame year, thirteen ; 
two of them, Women. Aflize generally lads from Monday to Sa¬ 
turday. The Keeper’s mother complained to me of the confulion 
and diftrefs occafioned by confining Prifoners thus for fo long a time. 
She faid there were but few, at any time, who could pay for beds, 
and feparate rooms. 


1774, Sep. 10, Prifoners none. 


E e e 2 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, YORK CASTLE. . 

GAOLER, 'Thomas Wharton ; now William Clayton. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 8 : 8, 

Felons, 0:9:6, 

Admiffion, 0:3:4. 

Tranfports, £10’: 10 : o each. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

« 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, certified by their Parifli, 7 a fix- penny loaf 
Felons, - - - - j each on Tucfday 

and Friday (weight, Nov. 177 a?, 7,1b. ioz.J. 
Garnifh, cancelled in 1774. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Jan. 25, no - 33, 

- Nov. 3, 49 - 30, 

1776, Jan. 26, 89 - 44, 

- Sep. 2r, 38 - 32. 

CHAPLAINS, Rev, Mr. Peacock, and Rev. Mr. Bridges. 

Duty—Mr. Peacock Monday, Tuefday, Wednefday, Tluirfday; 
and from Lady-day to Michaelmas, Sunday. 
Mr. Bridges a Sermon on Friday. 

Salary, Mr. Peacock £50 from the County; Mr. Bridges £2$ 
from a Legacy. Not in the Lift. 

SURGEON, Ms. Stilingfleet. 

Salary, £40 for Debtors and Felons. 


YORK 
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YORK CASTLE. 

IN THE SPACIOUS AREA is a noble Prifon for Debtors, which Remarks. 
docs honour to the County. You afcend by a fine flight of Hone fteps 
to a floor on which are eleven rooms, full fixteen feet fquare, near 
twelve feet high. Above them is the fame number of rooms : one 
or two of thele, for Cornmon-fide Debtors. The rooms are airy and 
healthy. On the ground-floor are the Gaoler’s apartments &cc. 

The Felons court-yard is down five fteps.: it is too fmall, and has 
no water: the pump is juft on the outfide of the palifades. The 
day-room for men is only twenty-fix feet by eight: in it are three 
cells: in another place nine cells: and three in another. The cells 
are in general about feven feet and a half by fix and a half, and eight 
and a half high ; dole and dark ; having only either a hole over the 
door about four inches by eight, or fome perforations in the door of 
about an inch diameter: not any of them to the open air, but into 
pillages or entries. In moll of thele cells three Pril'oners are locked 
up at night; in winter for fourteen to fixteen hours : ftraw on the 
ftone floors ; no bedfteads. There are four condemned rooms about 
feven feet fquare.—A fewer in one of the paflages often makes thele 
parts of the Gaol very ofienfive: and I cannot fay they are clean. 

Indeed a clean Prifon is fcarcely ever l'een, where the Water is to be 
brought in by the* Gaoler’s lervants. The next houfe to the Caftle- 
gate, and others in the neighbourhood, have river-water laid in at a 
modemte cxpcnle. 

Women-felons are kept quite feparate : they have two court¬ 
yards, but no water: you go down four fteps to their two rooms, a 
day and a night room. Their condemned room is in another part of 
the Gaol: near it is a room to confine Debtors who do not behave 
well. 

The 
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YORK 

CASTLE. 


The Infirmary near the gate is only one middle-fized room. 
When Prifoners of one fex are there, thofe df the other are excluded. 
A fick man was kept out for that reafon when I was there. 

At Affize fome Prifoners appear in Court on their trial in the 
County-cloathing.* 

« 

The County pays one John Sherwood ^io a year to infpeft and 
weigh the Bread, and deliver it to the Prifoners. He conftantly at¬ 
tends for this purpofe on Tuefday and Friday. 

Transports convi&ed at Quarter Seffions have, bfcfides the bread 

allowance, one dulling a week. Thofe-cad at Affize have the King’s 

« 

Allowance of 2s. 6d. a week. 

There is a grand Shire-Hall in the Cadle yard almoft finifhed. I 
hope the Gentlemen of this great County will not flop there; but 
proceed to build a proper Prifon for Felons; in which Boys may be 
feparated from Old Offenders, and the other Inconveniences of the 
prefent Gaol avoided. 

Torkjhtre. RDERS and FEES fettled by the Juftices of 

V_^/ the Peace of the feveral Ridings of the County of 

York and confirmed by the Juftices of Affize—which are to be ob- 
lerved and kept by the Gaoler—and all Prifoners—until the fame 
fiiall be Legally altered. 

£. S. d. 

Firft That every Knight (hall pay for his weekly Commons T 

at Table if he eats with them — — ^ ° • *3 • 4 

For his Fee if committed by Warrant on a Civil Aftion o : 13:4 

Every Efquire for his Commons at table weekly if he eatsY 

with them — —- _^°- ,0 -4 

For his Fee if committed by Warrant on a Civil Aftion 0:10:4 


* Sm> a more iudicWs nra&icc. tI2. 
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Every Gentleman for his ^Commons at table weekly if he ^ 
eats with them — — — 5 

For his Fee if committed by Warrant on a Civil Afticm 
Every Yeoman, Tradefman or Artificer for his Weekly j 
Commons at table if he eats with them — J 

For his Fee if committed by Warrant on a Civil Aftion 
And it is further ordered that every Knight lhall pay) 
nightly for his bed — — — j 

Every Efquire for the fame — — 

F.vcry Gentleman for the fame — — 

Every Yeoman Tradefman or Artificer for the fame 
And that when the Gaoler lodgeth two or more Prifoners 
in one bed they lhall pay for their lodgings amonglt 
them after the rates above 

And every Prifoncr who provides his own bed and bedding 
fhall have a room affigned fuitable to his or their 
quality and lhall pay nothing for the fame 
And that upon thcDifchargc of a Debtor if there be feveral") 
A&ions againft him the Gaoler lhall take no more > 
than one Fee and that to be — — J 

And upon the Difcharge of every Debtor to the Turnkeys - 
and no more — — — j 

And that every l’rifoner lhall have liberty to provide and 
fend for vifluals drink and other necelfaries from any 
place whatfoever at all feafonable times for their own 
proper ufc only and not to fell the fame. 

And every prifoncr committed from the Bar by the Judge") 
or Judges of Aflizc and Gaol Delivery in the Aflize > 
•week lhall pay for their Commitment Fee only J 

And every Perfon committed to the Gaol for fufpicion"| 
of Felony, or for Mifdcmcanor, if upon his or her | 
trial he or flic fliall be found not guilty and be there- ^ 
upon difeharged, fliall pay to the Gaoler for his | 
Discharging Fee — — — J 

And to the Turnkeys — — 


£■ 

S. D. 

0 : 

0O- 

O 

0 : 

8 : 0 

0 : 

6 : 8 

0 ; 

3 •• 4 - 

0 : 

0 : 6 

0 : 

0 •- 6 

0 : 

0 : 4 

0 : 

0 : 2 


o : 6:8 


o : 2 


o : 2 


o : 6 


— 0:2 


And 


YORK 

CASTLE. 
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And that every Perfon convicted or attainted of Felony'] 
or found guilty of a Mifdcmeanor which lhall be re- ^ 
prieved and difeharged by Pardon (hall pay to the | 
Gaoler for his Difcharging Fee — — J 

And to the Turnkey — r — — 

And every Perfon that IhaU appear upon Recognizance for"] 
fufpicion of Felony and is thereupon committed to* I 


£■ S. D. 


Gaol and lhall not be indided but acquitted by Pro 
clamation, lhall be difeharged paying to the Gaoler J 
And all others.that lhall be committed to Gaol before the"] 


y 


Affizes or Gaol-Delivery and lhall not be ind'lifted* I 


but acquitted by Proclamation be difeharged paying 
to the Gaoler * — — — J 


y 


2 : o 


Yorkjhire-, to wit. At the Affizes-—held at the Caftle of York— 
14th July 1735—the 9th of George II. before the Honourable 
Alexander Denton Efquire one of his Majefty’s Juftices of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and the Honourable // 'illmm Lee 
Efquire one of his Majefty’s Juftices of the Court of King’s 
Bench,—Afligned to deliver the laid Gaol—thefe Orders and 
EeCSy were allowed and approved of by — 

ALEX DENTON 


Yorkjhire Eaft Riding 
John Grimston 
Ramsden Barnard 
Tho. Grimston 

Weft Riding of Yorkfhire 
Geo Nelthorpe 
N Hawey 


Wm LEE 

North Riding of Yorkjhire 

John Dodsworth 
John Mii.banke 
John Wastell 


An 
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•An ACCOUNT of the CHARITY given to the Prifoners 
in his Majefty’s Gaol ^he Cajlle of York. 


YORK 

CASTLE. 


The Lady Lunilry, to be given yearly on St. Thomas’s day' 
and paid by the Lord Mayor of York — 

The Honourable and ancient City of York weekly in bread 
Mrs. Frances %bornbill for ftraw, the Lord Mayor of York ~s 
has £30 in his hands for that purpofe — 5 

Dr. Pbineas Hodgefion paid weekly in rolls to all »that hear ~s 
fermons — — — $ 

Alderman Whitt' % bread by the name of Swain's bread, ■ 
paid out of a dofc belonging to John Legg, quarter- J 
ly 6s. 6d. — — — 

Mr. Bowes gave twenty Ihillings to be paid quarterly in bread 
Mrs. Mary Lawfon of Micklegate in the City of York widow by will dated the 
22d July 1729 gave £ 100 for the difcharging of poor Prifoners for debt 
out of the county Gaol of York whofe debts did not exceed the fum of £20 
—and he; Executrixes—Mrs. Catherine Bower —and Mrs. Ann Maxwell 


C ‘ 

S. D. 

] 6: 

7 : 0 

0 : 

2 : 6 


10 : 0 

]»* 

2 : 0 

l .. 

6 : 0 

1 1 : 

0 : 0 


difeharged with faid money thirty two Prifoners 
The Right Honourable Richard Earl of Burlington and Sir George Servile Bart, 
gave each of them ten guineas for the like ufe—with which twenty guineas 
the Rev. Mr Kay ley ordinary of the faid Gaol difeharged eighteen Prifon¬ 
ers. 


F f 


COUNTY 
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WEST-RIDING, WAKEFIELD. This lhowy Prifon is un¬ 
fortunately built upon low ground j fo that it is damp, 
and expofed to floods. Four of the wards are fpacious ; but 
all the wards are made very offenfive by fewers, which are 
dark withal. Prifon and Court-yard out of fight from the 
Keeper’s houfe,* though adjoining; and fome Prifoners have 
efcaped. They are now let out to the court only half an 
hour in the day. The wards are very dirty : a Prifon on 
ground fo low as this, requires the utmoft attention to 
cleanlinefs.—Keeper’s Salary lately raifed from ^80 to £ 105 
he contracting to fupply ftraw and coals. No Fees. No 
allowance of food, but by order of a Juftice: little or no 
employment. Two rooms for an Infirmary, almoft finifhed. 


1774, Nov. 

4 > 

Prifoners 27, 

1776, Jan. 


- - - 32, 

— - oct. 

2 7 > 

- - - 19. 


NORTH-RIDING, THIRSK. The County has ground enough 
about this Prifon, and might enlarge it. If they .do, they 
will think of an Infirmary. The Keeper told *me his Pri¬ 
foners had the Gaol-Fever not long ago. His Salary 
£16 : 10 : o. No Fees. No ftraw : no employment. 

*776* Jan. 1 j, Prifoners 3, 


EAST 
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EAST-RIDING, BEVERLEY. On the ground-floor three 
fmall • night-roomsand a new work-room with a chimney : 
above, four rooms for thofe that pay. In the court-yard not 
only a pump, but a ciftern of rain-water. Coals two chaldron 
and a half a year. No flxaw :* no employment. The Keeper 
has been in his office above forty years: Salary £30 : Fees 4s. 
no Table. 

1774, Nov. 2, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Jan. 28, - - 1, 

» - Sep. 21, - - 2. 

At BEVERLEY are alfo the 

TOWN GAOL. It has on the ground-floor two rooms not 
fronting the ftreet, for Men-criminals: and above, a room for 
Women; and two for Debtors. No water: no ftraw. Keeper’s 
Salary £3 : Fees 4s. no Table. Licence for Beer. 

Debtors. Criminals. 

1774, Nov. a, 1 None, 

1776, Jan. 28, 2 - None, 

- Sep. 21, I - 1. 

HALL-GARTH for debtors, in the Liberty of St. John’s of 
Beverley: Property of Charles Anderjon Pelham, Efq. built a few 
years fince, has over the Hall five fizeable rooms ; two of them have 
fire-places. No court-yard: no water. Fees 4s. 2d. no Table. 
I have a lift of 113 Towns or Parts of Towns, that are within the 
Liberty of St. John’s of Beverley or Beverley-Hall-Garth. 

1774, Nov. 2, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Jan. 28, - - None, 

- Sep. 21, - - None. 


F f f 2 


YORK 
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Remarks. 


YORK CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

t 

GAOLER, Quint in Ackatn ; now Francis Meggejon. 

Salary, none: he pays £10 : 10 : o a year to the Under-Sheriff. 
Fees, Debtors, ,£0:6:4, 

Felons, 0:7:8. 

Tranfports, probably the fame as at the Caftle. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but Legacies. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, of late, two fix-penny loaves a week 
each (weight in Nov. 1774, 3/^. 2oz.). 
Garnifh, ,£0:7:0. 

Number of - Debtors. Felons &c. 


» 774 , Jan. 25, 

11 - - 

7 > 

- Nov. 3, 

5 - ~ 

h 

1776, Jan. 2 6, 

9 - - 


- Sep. 2i, 

10 - - 

2, and 2 Deferters. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

S.URGEON, Mr. IVallis, 

occafionally. 



THIS GAOL upon Oufe-Bridge , called the Kidcots, lias on one fide 
of the bridge four convenient chambers for Debtors, about eleven 
feet fquare : for thefe they pay fix pence a week. Below them is a 
free ward with barrack-beds ; and a room to the ftreet. At the win¬ 
dow they felf nets, purfes, laces, &c. 

Th* 
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The Men-felons Ward on the other fide is down eleven fteps: that 
adjoining, for women, down ten. The two night rooms for Men are 
each fix feet and a half by five. The night room for Women about 
fix feet fquare. All the rooms for Felons, are clofe and offenfive: no 
amendment fince the late A<ft. The’ wooden door Hands open in the 
day time, to gi\e them a little air. At the inner door, which is of 
, iron grates, I have feen liquors handed to thofe who feemed to have 
Jtiad enough before.—No water, but when there is too much j that is, 
in a vonr high flood ; then it flows into the rooms.—Gaoler a Sheriff’s 
Officer fi^City fcnd County. 

It were in vain to offer any hints of improvement. This Gaol 
cannot be made a good one. 

The Corporation pays free-ward Debtors one fhilling and two 
pence three farthings a week by a Legacy of Mr. Peacock. No me¬ 
morial of this in the Gaol. But there is a memorandum of another 
Legacy, viz. of Elizabeth Taylor, who by her Will dated lift of 
October 1580 left 3s. 4th to be divided equally among the Prifoners 
in Oufe-Bridge Gaol on Lady-day. This has not been received by 
them for lome years. 


405 
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City of York. \ T the General Quarter Seffions-—at Guildhall— 
/~V 15 th July—1737 before the Right Honourable 
Sir John l.ifler Kaye Bart. Lord Mayor— Thomas Place Efq r . Recorder 
—Charles Slingby Efq r . of Counfel—Sir Tancred Robinjon Bart—&c. 

GAOLER’s FEES fettled and ORDERS made &c. 

£. S. D. 

For the Difcharge of every Debtor for the firtt Aftion, toi 

the Gaoler — — — j 0 • S • 4 

And for the Difcharge of every other Attion to him — 0:1:0 


To 
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£. s . D. 


o 

o 


1 

o 


o 

6 


6 : 8 


o 

o 


Q 

O 


O 

O 

O 


o 

o 

0 


3 

4 
2 


To the Porter or Turnkey for the firft Adhon — 

And for every other Adtion to him — • — 

For the Difcharge of every other perfon from the Affixes or • 

Seffions to the Gaoler — — ■ 

And to the Turnkey • — — 

For the firft weeks diet of all perfons in the upper Gaol 
And for all further time as the Prifoner and Gaoler can # 
agree. And the Gaoler is to permit Prifoners to 
provide their own diet after the firft week if the 
Prifoner plcafes. 

For Lodging if the Gaoler finds bed bedding and ftieets for ^ 
the firft night — — — 5 

And for every other night — — 

And if two lie in one bed for the firft night each — 

And for the fccond and every other night each — 

For lodging in the upper Gaol if the Prifoner finds his own" 
bed, bedding and ftieets for every week — 

If two in a bed each — — 

And every Prifoner (hall have liberty of finding the fame if he thinks proper. 
And the Gaoler fliall have liberty if he fees occafion to have two beds in each 
room and no more. 

And it is ordered that every perfon of what degree or condition fo ever— 
who lhall ufe—fwearing, curfing, railing or other indecent behaviour— 
fliall-—pay for every fuch offence twelve pence to the Gaoler or his deputy 
<5n demand; and on refufal—to be levied by diftrefs on goods—or flopped 
out of Ihare of box-money—or Hand in charge to be paid before releafe— 
the Fines to be diftributed at Gaoler’s diferetion amongft the moll needful 
in the Low Gaol. 

Every Prifoner who attempts—or affifts an efcape—to be ironed. 

Thole who mutiny on Gaoler or Deputies—or hinder or difturb &<f.—to be 
kept in clofe confinement. 

On default of weekly payments aforefaid—after demand and refufal-—a Prifoner 
may be moved from the Mafter’s-ftdc—-to the Common Room. 


o : o:6 


o : 3 


J L Kaye, Mayor. 
T. Place 
Sam. Clarke. 
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YORK Cl T Y BRIDEWELL 

Has a day-room for Men, and another for Women : the latter is 
very damp. Down four fteps are live night-rooms for Men; and a 
large one, with barrack-bed (leads, for Women. The whole dirty 
and offenfive. *No regard paid to the late Adi for preferving Health. 
No court-yard: no water: no fewer. Keeper’s Salary £20 : Fees 2 s. 
Si. vw twenty ihillings a year: no bread allowance: little or no 
employment. 

1774, Nov. 3, Prifoners 3, 

1776, Jan. a6, - * - 1, 

- Sep. 20, - - 4. 

St. P E T E R’s GAOL, 

For the Liberty of St. Peter of York, near the Minfter-gate, is the 
Property of the Dean; who holds his Courts here. He has lately 
purchafed an adjoining Tenement for his Gaoler to live in : in con- 
fequence of which, the two rooms in which he lived before are added 
to the Debtors apartments, and they have now four rooms. Under 
thofe are two cells for Criminals. All our of repair, dirty and often- 
five : no court-yard: no lewers. No allowance. 

I have a printed lift of Parifhes, Towns, and Parts of Towns 
which .are in the Liberty of St. Peter. —Within the City and Ainsty 
nine Places: in the Fail-Riding fixty-two; Weft-Riding forty; 
North-Riding fifty-one : and there is one Place in each of the follow¬ 
ing Counties, Devonfhire, Gloucefterihire, Lancafhire, Lincolnihire, 
Northumberland, Southampton i. c. Hants. In Nottinghamfhire 
feven Places. 
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Gaoler a Bailiff: no Salary. He pays Rent £4 .: Fees 6s. 8d. 
no Table. 

1776, Jan. 27, Debtor 1, 

- Sep. 20, - - 1. 

RICHMOND GAOll, 

For the very extenfive Liberty of Richmond and Richmondjhpe, is 
the Property of Lord Holdernejs. It is alfo the Brjdewel/., and the 
Borough-Gaol. For Debtors a kitchen and bed-room, clofeglazed. For 
Men-criminals two dungeons down five fteps: for Women,- a room 
above. No draw. Claufes of Act againft Spirituous Liquors hung 
up. A Court-yard, and a Well.—Gaoler no Salary for the Liberty : 
for the Bridewell £13 : 10 : o: for the Borough £4: Fees, Debtors 
6s. 8d. at Entrance, and 6s. 8d. at Diicharge: Criminals 16s. 4d. 
Allowance to the latter four pence a day. 

In the Table of Fees dated 1671 and figned W Lylde and 
*Ty Lyttleton , the 12th article is, “ Every Perfon or Perfons that fhall 
“ be committed upon any Warrant—upon his or their Commitment 
“to Gaol lhall pay to the reft of the Prilbners 25. 4d. for their 

“ GARNISH.” 

1776, Oft. 26, Debtors 6. 

RIPPON LIBERTY-GAOL, 

Is the Property of the Archbilhop, by a Charter from King 
Edward IV. His Court adjoining, is called the Court Military. 
The Liberty includes twenty-four Parilhes. For Debtors four or five 

good 
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good rooms in the Keeper’s houfe: but no free ward. For Felons 
one ftrong room quite dark ; another with a little window. Keeper 
no Salary; he pays Rent: he is a Bailiff. Fees, Debtors 15s. 4d. 
no Table : Licence for Beer. 

1776, 061 . 26, Debtors 2. 

R I P P O N GAOL, 

For tne Cation-Fee Court, belongs to the Dean and Chapter of 
Rippott. It is not only a Gaol for that Court, but a Houfe of Cor- 
re6tion for the Liberty. Good rooms for Debtors, but no free ward. 
The Bridewell part, two dark rooms, about eight feet fquare. No 
Salary as Gaoler; as Keeper of Bridewell £10 : 10 : o. Fees, 
Debtors 13s. 4d. no Table: Licence for Beer. Keeper a Bailiff. 

1776, 061 . 26, No Prifoners. 

KNARESBOROUGH PRISON, 

For debtors, in the Honour or Foreft of Knarejlorough, the 
Liberty including nineteen Townfliips &c. is the Property of the 
Duke of Devonjhire, Leffee to his majesty. It is almoft the only 
Remains of a ruinous Caftle granted by King Edward III. to John of 
Gaunt Duke of Lancafter. One room about twelve feet fquare, an¬ 
other within it about eight: in the latter no window.—No fewer: 
no fire-place : no water. Keeper lately dead; was a Bailiff; lived 
diftant. 


1776, 061 . 26, No Prifoners. 

G o* O' 


KNARES- 
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KNARESBOROUGH ‘PRISON, 

For town debtors, is under the Hall. Of difficult accefs ; the 
door about four feet from the ground. Only one room, about four¬ 
teen feet by twelve. Earth floor : no fire-place: very offenfive; a 
common fewer from the town running through it uncovered. I was 
informed that an Officer, confined here fome years fince, for only a 
few days, took in with him a dog to defend him from vermin ^mut 
the dog was foon deftroyed, and the Prifoner’s face much disfigured 
by them. 

1776, 0 <£t. 26, No Prifoners. 

KNARESBOROUGH TOWN GAOL 

Is under the landing-place between two flights of ftone fteps, that 
lead on the right and left hand up to the Hall. Only one room 
about eight feet by five: two windows eighteen inches by fix.— 
I mention this fmall Prifon, becaufe in it are fometimts confined for 
one night or two at Quarter Seflions fix or feven Prifoners, men and 
women. • 

1776, Oct. 26, No Prifoners. 

DONCASTER TOWN GAOL, 

Four good rooms. No yard: no water: no fewer. Keeper 
lives diftant. 

1775, Jan. 5, Prifoners 2. 


LEEDS 
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LEEDS TOWN GAOL. 

Four good rooms, and a fmall one. No court-yard: no water: 
no fewer. Keeper lives diftant. * 

1774, Nov. 4,? 

" f T [ NoPrifoners. 

1776, Jan. 12,} 

KINGSTON upon HULL TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

The Debtors free ward is a large room. , Over it one as large, and 
over that another fmaller, both for Criminals. The ground-room is 
a damp dungeon: but the Gaoler, who has a character for humanity, 
allured me that no one had been confined in it for many years. In 

his houfe adjoining is a room or two with beds, for thofe who pay. 

Leads for Debtors to walk on: no court-yard : no water accelfible to 
Prifoners: no fewer; and the Felons rooms are offenfive. Gaoler 
no Salary: Fees 8s. no Table. Allowance to Felons three pence a 
day. Gaol-Delivery once in three years *. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Nov. I, 5 - o, 

1776, Jan. 29, 6-3, 

- Sep. 21, 4-5. 

KINGSTON upon HULL BRIDEWELL. 

Two rooms below, and two up ftairs, about twelve feet fquare: 
very offenfive: no fire-place. Court-yard only twenty-two feet by 


* See page 31. 

G g g 2 


ten; 
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ten; not fecure, and Prifoners not permitted to go to the pump : no 
fewer : no allowance: no draw. Not white-wafhed fince it was built 
about nine years ago. Debtors from the Court of Confciencc fent 
hither. 

» 

The Prifoners pound tile-fherds to mix in mortar &c. Keeper's 
Salary £$ $ a chaldron of coals; and four thoufand tuKs: Fees 2s. 6d. 
no Table. 


1774, Nov. 1, 
1776, J-an. 29, 
- Sep. 2i, 


Prifoners 2,*» 

- - - a 

- - - o, J 


every time a poor 
raving Lilnatic.' 


SHEFFIELD GAOL, 

For the Liberty of Hallamfiire, is the Property of the Duke of 
Norfolk. The two lower rooms are free wards : there are two rooms 
over them. The court-yard is only about ten feet fquare. Both this 
and the Prifon might be enlarged on ground adjacent that belongs to 
his Grace. Keeper no Salary : he rents of the Duke a public-houfe 
joining to the Prifon. 

1776, Jan. 10, Prifoners 6, 

- Od. 28, - - - 4. 

SHEFFIELD TOWN GAOL. 

The Lobbys are two fmall rooms, the larged only about eight feet 
fquare, and fix high. When Quarter Sefiions for the IVcjl-Riding 
are held at this Town, Offenders are locked up in this Prifon. 

1776, Od. 28, Deferter 1. 


ROTFIWELL 
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ROTHWELL prison 

For the Manor of Wakefield in the Liberty of the Honour of 
Pontefract in the Dutchy Court of Lane after, is out of repair. A new 
Prifon is lately ljuilt at 

BAT LEY. Behind a Houfe for the Keeper is the Prifon. 
Plan rectangular : the Front is the wall and gate. On three 
Tides are Lodging-rooms for Debtors; five or fix about ten feet 
fquare; four much larger for two beds in each. Two Day-rooms; 
two work-rooms ; and a dark room for the unruly. There are in a 
feparate Court two rooms for Women-debtors : a provifion very kind 
and prudent, and, I believe, peculiar to this Prifon.—All the Prifon 
rooms are on the ground floor. 

In the old Prifon at Rothwell, I faw both times I was there, one 
William Carr a weaver : he had given a bad name to a woman who 
was laid not to deferve a very good one : Ihe cited him to the Eccle- 
fiaftical Court;.and he was imprifoned 4th of May 1774. He had 
a wife and three children.— I will tranlcribe a line or two of the 
Warrant .—“ For as much as the Royal Power ought not to be want- 
« ing to the Holy Church in its Complaints—attach the faid W. C. 
« —until he fhall have made fatisfaftion to the Holy Church as well 
« for the Contempt as for the Injury by him done unto it.” He was 
difeharged 26th July laft by the Infolvent A6t. 

The Keeper has no Salary. Fees fee Table. 

‘ 774 . Nov. 4, Prifoners 1 5 .? RothwdL 

1776, Jan. 25, - - - 2.2,) 

- 061 . 27', - - - 4, Bailey. 


I WISH 



4*4 


Y ORKSHIRE. Northern Circuit. 


I wish my Reader be riot tired with fo many Tables of Fees, even 
for the Counties. Yet I think I muft not omit the Fees which I law 
in this private Prifon at Rotbwe/l: becaufe fome of them are high; 
and at Halifax they are the fame. The Table is regularly figned, 
nth Jan 1 * 1732 : but I entirely omit the Forms. " 


Every Gentleman {hall pay for h’s firft week’s Commons at i 
Table and for his Commitment Fee — 3 

And for every week following — — 

Every Yeoman Tradefman or Artificer for the firll week’s 1 
Commons at table and Commitment Fees — •> 

And for every following week — — 

And be it farther ordered that every Gentleman (hall pay i 
nightly for his bed • — — — 3 

And every Yeoman Tradefman or Artificer lodging in good 7 
rooms and on feather-beds — — 5 

And it is alfo ordered that when the Gaoler lodges two or-* 

more Prifoners in one bed they {hall pay amongft them C 
per night according to their proportions J 


C S. D 
0 16 : o 

o : 5:0 

o : 13 : 4 

o : 4:0 
O : 0:4 

o : 0:2 

0:0:3 


And that but One Fee /hall be taken by the Gaoler for any 
Prifoner’s difeharge although there has been more than 
one Aflion again!! him or her which Fee {hall be 
And to the Turnkey — — — 

For allowing every Super/edeas in every. Aftion — 

For allowing every Writ of Habeas Corpus befides Condutt 
money to be paid and allowed according to the difiance 
from the faid Gaol to the place where the body is to 
be removed — — — 


o 

o 

o 


o 


17 : 4 

1 : o 
6 : 8 

6 : 8 


HALIFAX 



Northern Circuit. YORKSHIRE. 


4i S 


HALIFAX PRISON for debtors. 

For the Manor of Wakefield, dated 1662, is the Property of the 
Duke of Leeds. For Mafter’s-fide Debtors, rooms in the Keeper’s 
public-houfe. Through this you pafs to a court-yard about fourteen 
yards by feven: at the further end of which is a fizeable room on the 
ground floor for Common-fide Debtors, it is called the Low Gaol: 
over it a chamber (the Low Gaol Chamber ) where Prifoners pay one 
fliilling a week.—The whole Prifon is greatly out of repair: it rained 
in upon the beds: the rooms at my laid: vific were dean. 

Keeper no Salary: he pays the Duke £ 24 . a year : Fees fee Roth- 
well, preceding page. 

In this Town formerly the Barons (as in many other places) and 
after them various Proprietors had power of life and death. The 
method of execution was decollation by an axe in an engine. The 
axe is prefervedjn the Gaol to this day. Two men in 1650 were the 
laft who fuffered by it. 

1776, Jan. 24, Prifoners 9, 

- Sep. 1 6, - ~ - 7. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at DURHAM. 
GAOLER, Bainbridge Wat Jon , by Patent frojn the Biihop 



durante Beneplacito. 


Salary, 

none. 


Fees, 

Debtors, 

d 

0 

M 

O 


Felons at Aflize, - 

0 : 16 :*8, 


at Quarter Sefiions, 0:13:4. 


Tranfports, about £10 : io : o each. 
Licence, for Beer and Wine. 


PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, two pence a dayi 
Garnilh, Debtors, £0:4:6. 

Felons, 0:1: o. 


Number of 

- 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons 

*774, 

March 20, 

37 ~ 

- ai. 

l 77 S> 

Jan. 

6, 

9 - 

- 20, 

■ Q76, 

Jan. 

« 4 » 

21 - 

* 12, 

— 

Oft. 


18 - 

- 6. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Decent. 
Duty—Sunday and Thurfday. 
Salary, £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Bainbridge. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


DURHAM. 
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D 'U R II A M. 

A 

THE HIGH GAOL is the Property of the Bilhop. By 
Patent from his Lordlhip, Sir Hedw&rth Williamjon Bart, is perpetual 
Sheriff.—The Court-yard for Mafter’s-fide Debtors is only twenty- 
four feet by ten. Common-fide Debtors have none at all: their 
free wards, the Low Gaol, are two damp unhealthy rooms by the 
Gateway : they are never fuffered to go out of thefe, unlels to Chapel, 
which is the Mafter-fide Debtors Hall; and not always to that: for 
on a Sunday when I was there and miffed them at Chapel, they told 
me they were not permitted to go thither. No lowers: at more 
than one of my vifits, I learned that the dirt, allies &c. had lain 
there many months. There is an excellent double-barreled Pump, 
which raifes water about leventy feet. 

Felons have no Court-yard: but they have a Day-room and two 
fmall rooms for an Infirmary. The Men are put at night into Dun¬ 
geons : one leven feet fquare for three Prifoners: another, the 
Great Hole, has.only a little window. In this I faw fix Prifoners, 
mod of them ’Tran/ports, chained to the floor. In that fituation they 
had been many weeks; and were very fickly. Their ftraw on the 
ftone-floor almoll worn to duff. Long confinement, and not having 
the King’s allowance of 2 s. 6d. a week, had urged them to attempt 
an EJcape: after which the Gaoler chained them as above.—There is 
another dungeon middle-fized ■, and for Women-felons a feparate 
room or two. 

The Common-fide Debtors, whom I faw eating boiled bread and 
water, told me, that this was the only nourilhment fome had lived 
upon for near a twelvemonth. They have from a Legacy two fhillings 
a week in winter, and one fhilling and fix pence a week in fummer 

Hhh for 


Remarks. 
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Durham, for coals. No memorandum of it in the Gaol: perhaps this may in 
time be loft; as the Gaoler faid two others were, viz. one of Billiop 
Crezve, and another of Bifhop Wood ; from which Prifoners had re¬ 
ceived no benefit for fome years paft. The claufes of Aft againft 
Spirituous Liquors are hung up.' Gaol-Delivery once a year. 

There was a vacant piece of ground adjacent, of*little ufe but for 
the Gaoler’s occafional lumber. It extends to the river, and mea- 
fures about twenty two yards by fixteen. I once and again advifed 
the inclofing this for a Court-yard: but when I was there in January 
1776 I had the mortification to hear that the Surgeon, who is Uncle 
to the Gaoler, had obtained from the Bifhop in Oftober preceding 
a Leafe of it for twenty one years at the rent of one {hilling per 
annum. He had built a little ftable on it. 


TABLE 'or FEES &c. 


Rules and Orders eftablifhed by the—Juftices for the County 
Palatinate of Durham and Sadbcrge at their General Quarter 
Seflions— 16th July 1729—and Fees allowed, to be taken by 
the Keeper of the faid Gaol and his Officers as follows. 


r of the J 
iaol, no > 


ImpVimis, For every Prifoner Lodging in either of the 
Common-fides commonly called the Low Ga 
Chamber rent 

Item for an entire Chamber without a bed-fellow in the 

High Gaol — — _ 

For lodging with a bedfellow in any other chamber except 7 
the Common Chamber, for each Prifoner every weeky 
For lodging with a bedfellow in the Common Chamber, y 

of each Prifoner every week — _ y 

For lodging in a fingle bed in that Common Chamber 7 
without admitting of a bedfellow in every week 
Out of which Abatement {hall be made, 


o : 


1 


5. D . 
o : o 


3 • 6 
2 : o 

1 : 3 

2 : 6 


For 
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S . D . 

o : 4 


For every Prifonerthatfindethhisown bedding bedcloaths and ) 

V y 

fhcets and admitrfng*a bedfellow with him every week3 

For diet of Prifoners. 

Item For every Knight for every week» — 0 

Of every Efquire or Gentleman not exceeding for j 
everyVeek — —- — j 

Item Of every Yeoman Artificer or Labourer not exceeding i 
weekly — — — 3 

For Wine Ale and Brandy at the common rates ufed in the Town, 

For liberates or Final Difcharges of Prifoners. 


10 

7 


Item For the Difcharge of every Prifoner upo* procefs or 
order from the Court of Chancery — 

For the firft Liberate — — 

Item For every Knight Efquire or Gentleman for the fccond 
Ditto — — — 5 

For every one more — — 

Item For every Yeoman Artificer or Labourer for the firft 
For the fecond — — — 

For every one more — — 


10 

I 

3 


0 

9 


o 

o 

O : 
O 


fees to the Under Keeper and Door Keeper 

Item For attendance of every Prifoner that goeth abroadj q 


into the Town every time — 

For every Knight Efquire or Gentleman for his final 1 ^ 
Difcharge and Enlargement only — 3 

For every Yeoman Artificer or Labourer for fuch DifO 
charge only •— — — j 

Tho Burdus 
Jo s Morland 
Mic Brabin 
Uen y Foster 
Giles Rayne : 


1 : 6 
8 : 8 

3 = 9 
1 : 6 


4 

6 


Mayor 


II h h 2 


We 


DURHAM, 
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Durham. We Sir Francis Page Knight one of the Juftices of his Majefty’s 
Court of King’s Bench anc\ Sir Barn. 'Hale Knight one of the 
Barons of his Majefty’s Court of Exchequer at Weftminfter now 
Juftices of Aflize for the Northern Circuit have reviewed the above 
Table of Fees and have thought fit to moderate the Item or Article 
of two fhillings a week for Lodging with a Bedfellbw in any other 
Chamber^ except the Common Chamber to be paid by each Pri- 
foner, and inftead thereof do appoint one fhilling and fix pence 
per week to be paid by each Priloner fo lodging with a Bedfellow 
which faid Table with fuclv alteration is hereby Confirmed by us 

Dated the 2d day of Align ft 1729 

F P A G E 
B HALE 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at DURHAM. 


Several fizeable airy rooms. Men and women feparate. No 
employment: no water : no fewer : no court-yard ; but the Keeper 
Mr. Watfon has a Garden which he lets for a guinea a year. His 
Salary £ 30. He lives at the High Gaol and puts in a Woman to 
take care of this Prifon. 

1775, Jan. 6, Prifoners 5, 

1776, Jan. 14, - - 7, 

- Oft. 25, 6. 


NEWCASTLE 
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NEWCASTLE TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, John Crajier j now Tjhomas Harle. 

Salary, £50, and £2 Gown-money. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 10 : 8, 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, only Expenfe. 

Licence, none at my laft vifit. 

• • 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two pence a day, on petition. 
Felons, two pence a day. 


Garnilh, 

lately cancelled. 


Number of 

- Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1 774 » 

March 21, 6 

2, 

* 775 > 

Jan. 8, 12 

4 > 

1776, 

Jan. 15, 14 

3 - 

CHAPLAINS, 

Rev. Mr. Brunton, 

and Rev. Mr. Brand. 

Duty —On Sunday none; but 

on two other days Prayers *• 


and once a month Sermon. None of the days 
; fixed. The Chaplains officiate alternately a month 


each. 

Salary, £ 10 the Corporation, and £ 10 Sir Walter Blacket. 

SURGEON, Mr. Bacon. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 

IN THIS NEWGATE, which is the Gate at the upper end of 
the Town, all the rooms except the condemned room arc up flairs, 

and 
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and airy: I always found them remarkably clean, ftrewcd with fand 
&c. The Corporation allow both Debtors and Felons firing and 
candles in plenty: and every Priibner hath a chaff-bed, two blankets, 
and a coverlid: Debtors are not thus accommodated in any other 
Prifon in England. They alfo allow brooms, mops, and all fuch 
neceffaries. I copied the lums generoufiy allowed far thole articles; 
the whole amount is ^45 : 1 : 4 per annum. This is one of the very 
few Gaols that have what is called in London the rules. Part of 
two Streets near the Gaol is in the Prifon-Liberty. 

There is no yard: but one might be made of the vacant ground 
that lies Welt of the G,tol. A Door Ihould be cut in the wall be¬ 
tween the Felons Ward and the room ufed for a Chapel. It would 
not then be neceffary for them to come out and crofs the ftreet, as 
they do now. 

The Debtors Beds are in Clofets, which Ihou'ld be taken down. 
Inftead of them Iron Bedfteads Ihould be placed in the Wards, as in 
fome Hofpitals. 

No Prifoners here have Fetters, unlefs they be riotous. For fome 
years pall, Prifoners acquitted have been difcharged in Court. The 
Corporation paid the Gaoler’5 Fees if the Prifoners were poor.— 
Gaol-Delivery once a year.—Claules of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors 
not hung up. 

I was concerned when I heard at my laft vifit that the humane 
Gaoler Mr. Cralter wasxlead. But his Succefibr Mr. Harle is equally 
worthy of the Trull. 

Dr. Rotheram, a Phyfician in this Town, vifits the Prifoners 
very afiiduoully without Fee or Reward. This is the only inftance 
of the kind I have met with. 

An 
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An exaft Copy of the RATES and FEES to be from* henceforth. 
Received by—the Gaoler or Keeper of his Majefty’s Gaol— 
called Newgate within this Town of Newcajile upon Tyne —fettled 
—at the General Quarter Seflions held at Guild-hall in Newcajtle 
aforefaid, on the 15 of July Ann 0 - Dom"' 1 1730. And approved of 
at the Aflize following by Francis Page and John Fortejcue A 
two of his faid Majefty’s Judges of Affize According to an Aft 
of Pariiamcht lately made 

(viz) . 


NEW¬ 

CASTLE. 


Every Prifoner upon any Civil Adion /hall pay to the 7 
Keeper at his firft coming in — — 5 0 ' 

Every Prifoner charged by Procefs or Procefle* out of the~'| 
Court of Record held before the Mayor and Sheriff' of j 
the faid Town of Nexvcajlle upon Tyne refpe&ively ^ o 
fhall pay to the faid Keeper upon his Difcharge from j 

a 

the faid Procefs or Precedes only — J 

Every Prifoner charged upon any Execution or Executions") 
out of the Court of Confidence held within the faid j 
Town fhall pay to the faid Keeper upon his Difcharge f 0 
from the faid Execution or Executions — j 


S . D . 


nargej 

Ounts -» 
in hi> S 


Every Prifoner on any Criminal Account or Accounts-* 
whatfoever (hall pay unto the faid Keeper upon his £ 
Difcharge only — — — J 

Every Pcrfon appearing upon a Recognizance at the Aflizes” 
and afterwards tried upon any Indiftment or Indift- 
ments whatfoever and fhall be committed thereon (hall 
pay to the faid Keeper upon his Difcharge — _ 


Every 



424 


NEW- 

CASTLE. 


NEWCASTLE. Northern Circuit. 


Every Prifoner (hail pay to the Turnkey of the faid Gaol 
or Prifon upon his Difchargc — 


} 


£• 
o : 


S . D . 
i : o 


Confirmed by us 

Henry Reay Mayor 
John Isaacson Recorder 
Richard Ridley 
W M Ellison 

Francis Rudston. \ Aldermen 

NathanaelClayton 
Stephen Coulson 


We do approve of this Table of Fees July 27. 1730 


FRANCIS PAGE 
JOHN FORTESCUE A 



THERE ARE ALSO AT NEWCASTLE 

♦ 

A BRIDEWELL. A room for men; another for women. No 
yard : no water. Prifoners at work'. 

1775, Jan. 8, Prifoners 1, 

1776, Jan. 15, - - 5. 

A SMALL GAOL, consisting of three clofe dirty rooms. 
No court-yard: no water. 

1775* Jan. 8, Prifdners 2, 

177 6 > Jan. 15, - - 1. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at MORPETH. 

GAOLER, tjohn Kent. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 12 : 6, 

Felons, 1 : 3:0. 

Tranfp'orts, only Expenfes. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on applying to Juftices. 

Felons, two pence a day each, paid 
once a month. 

Garnilh, £0:1:4. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, March 22, 8 - - 8, 

* 775 > J an - 9 > 6 - - 7, 

1776, Jan. 16, ^ - - 11. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Nicholfon. 

Duty—Sunday, Tuefday, Friday. 

Salary, £10, and £5 for condemned Felons j lately railed 

to £30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Leidman. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


Iii 


MORPETH. 
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Remarks. 


MORPETH. 

ONLY one Court-yard, which is for Debtors. Some commo¬ 
dious rooms have been lately built for them; the old ones being 
out of repair.—Felons are always locked within doors. In the 
Women’s room I faw (Jan. 1776) two; who, the Gaoler faid, were 
caft: for Tranfportation; one in Sep. 1773, the other in Nov. 1774. 
The term of their punifhment was lengthened by all this Time. 

Of the other two rooms, generally appropriated to Men-felons, 
one is a Day-room, the other an offenfive Dungeon. In the latter 
were three Tranfports, who upon Jufpicion of intending an Efcape were 
chained to the floor.—They have not the King’s allowance of as. 6d. 
a week. 

Gaol-delivery once a year. Affize held at Newcaftle , whither 
Prifoners are conveyed; and men and women confined together, 
commonly a whole week, in a dirty damp Dungeon down fix fteps in 
the Old Caftle. 

The County has for fome years paid the Gaoler’s Fees for acquit¬ 
ted Prifoners, if poor: and cloathed fuch Tranfports as were quite 
indigent. 

The Debtors Court-yard Ihould be allotted to Felons: and one 
for Debtors might be taken from the Gaoler’s fpacious Garden. 

Clauses of A£t againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. The 
following Table of Fees is hung up in a frame and glazed. 


TABLE 
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TABLE op FEES &c. Settled and Allowed to be due 
to the Keeper of his Majefty’s Gaol at Morpeth —by the Juftices 
—at the Quarter Seflions—held—at Hexham 1759. 

t 

Commitment Fees. 

1 

Every Debtor £0:1:4 Every Felon £0:2:8 


Chamber-Rents. 

S. D. 

To the toom called the Green Room with one bed in it and a 

if only one perfon will have it to himfelf, to pay weekly J ° ' 2 • & 

If two Pcrfons therein to pay each — * — o : i : 6 


To the room called Burton’s Room having two beds, and 
the Gaoler finding bedding and linnen, each perfon to 
pay weekly — — — 

But if one will have a bed is to pay — — 


« 

. 


o : 


o : 


1 : O 

2 : 0 


To the little Green Room having one bed and if one perfon 
will have it to himfelf he is to pay weekly — 

If two therein only to pay each — — 

The Gaoler finding good and wholefome bedding 

To the room called the Fencing Room with three beds and 

the Gaoler finding wholefome linen each perfon to pay C o : I : O 
weekly — •— — 3 


o : 2:6 

o : 1:6 


To the little room called Mrs. Carr’s Room the Gaoler 

> O ! I ! O 

finding beds and linen each perfon is to pay weekly 3 
If the Prifoner finds the bedding — — 0:0:6 


To a room called Mr. Johnfon’s Room; being on the 
fame floor, the Gaoler finding bed and linen each 
perfon to pay — — — 

If they find their own bedding, only — *— 


l 


o : 


0 : 


I i i 2 


1 : O 

o : 6 
There 


4 27 
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£. s. D. 


There is a large room that Prifoncrs pay nothing for, which j 
holds a great many beds, called the Middle Tower 


* 


Every Debtor upon his Difcharge to pay to the Gaoler 
To the Turnkey — — 

Every Felon on his Difcharge — — 

To the Turnkey — — 


o : 10 ; 2 
o : 1:0 

o : 18:4 
o : 2:0 


Jn°. Ord^ 
Step. Watson 
W M . Ward. , 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MORPETH. 


The three Rooms are clofe and dirty. Over the way is a large 
room which is a warehoufe and work-lhop: and ab'ove it another 
work-lhop. The Keeper, a Clothier, employs his Priibners; the 
Men and'Boys from eight o’Clock to four at two (hillings a week : 
Women from eight to five at one (hilling and fix pence a week. He 
gives them alfo firing. No County Allowance.—His Salary £30; 
no Fees. 


1775, Jan. 9, Prifoners 2, 

1776, Jan. 16, - - - 8_ 


BERWICK. 



Northern Circuit. BERWICK upon TWEED. 

B E,R W I C K*. 

GAOLER, John Richardfon. 

Salary, £iG. 

9 

Fees, Debtors, Freemen, 7 

none. 

•Felons, 3 

Debtors, not free, £0:1:6 . 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS,. 

Allowance, Debtors, Freemen, four pence a day. 

Ditto, not free, 7 , , , 

_ , 5- two pence halfpenny a day. 

Felons, - - ) 

Garnifb, £0:1:0. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

1776, Jan. 17, 5 - - 2. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None; but on application to the Magiftrates. 

THIS GA6L is part of the grand Town-Hall, which was built 
in 1754, and has a fine Steeple : the only one in the Town. The 
rooms on the ground floor are damp and Priloners are not put into 
them, but over the Hall, where is a long room, or gallery, and 
feven other rooms, fizeable, but dirty. No court-yard: no water. 
Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. The Gaoler 
keeps 'a Public-houfe, diflant. He told me he went to the Gaol 
thrice a day ; at nine, one, and eight. 

♦This place, though a diftintt jurifdiftion, in none of the Circuits, is inferted 
here, rather than at the end of the Engliih and Welch Counties, becaufe its fituation 
gives it a natural connexion with the laft-mentioned County, and it falls in here in 
the order of my journey through the northern part of the kingdom. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at CARLISLE. 

GAOLER, Bratbwaite Atkinfon. 

Salary, £21. 

Fees, Debtors, 1 

Felons, J ^° ' 11 : °* 

Tranfports, £ i each to JVhitehaven. 

Licence for Beer. The Tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, on applying to the Juftices fome 

obtain a {hilling a week, fome 
nine pence. 

Felons, nine pence a week before convittion; 
a {hilling after, 

Garnilh, £0:1: o. 


Number of 

- 

- 

Debtors. 

Felons 

* 77 * 

March 

2 3 > 

49 - 

- 4> 

• * 77 6 > 

Jan. 

20, 

29 - 

- 7 > 

.... 

Sep, 

* 9 > 

*5 - 

2. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Farisb. 

Duty—Sunday, Wednefday, Friday; firft Sunday in the 
Month, Sermon. 

Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Losh. 

Salary, £2:2:0 for Attendance/ Medicines paid for 
by Bill. 


CARLISLE. 
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CARLISLE. 


THE COIJRT fpacious, eighty-five yards by thirty-fix; but 
common to all Prifoners. In it a Chapel, built, by the date upon 
it, 1734. Five rooms for Mafter’s-fide Debtors; and as many on 
the Common-fide. Moft of the latter are large, but have windows 
to the ftreet. *As there are fo many rooms, the not feparating men 
and women is incxcufable. 

The Wards for Felons are two rooms down a ftep or two : dark 
and dirty. One of them, the Day-room, has a window to the ftreet; 
through which Spirituous Liquors and Tools for Mifchief may be 
eafily conveyed : but the laft time I law it, there was a Ihutter and 
padlock to it. The Night-room is only eleven feet by nine. No 
Infirmary. Tranfports have not the King’s allowance of as. 6d. 
a week. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 
Gaol-Delivery 4 >me a year. 

The Gaol-Fever, which fomc years ago earned off many of the 
Prifoners, did not deter Mr. Farijb from vifiting the lick every day. 

Few Gaols have fo many convenient rooms for Common-fide 
Debtors. It is the more remarkable here, becaufe there is no Table 
figned by the Magiftrates to particularize the Free Wards. Some 
Gaoler? avail themfelves of fuch a Circumftance, and demand rent for 
rooms which were undoubtedly defigned for Common-fide Prifoners. 


43 * 
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C A R LISLE CITY GAOL, 

Over the Scotch-Gate. Only one ruinous room about twenty 
feet fquare j with a window foul- feet by one and a half. No allow¬ 
ance but a very fmall quantity of peat taken as a toll upon that com¬ 
modity, and water brought twice a day. 

I was told that many a poor Traveller from the North who by 
fome Calamity had contracted an unavoidable debt of forty fhillings, 
has been confined at a diftance from his Friends in this Ppifon where 
there is no Provifion, nor any means of procuring it. 

1776, Jan. 20, Debtors 3, 

- Sep. 19, - -1. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at COCKERMOUTH 

Is behind the Keeper’s Houfe, and part of it his Freehold. A 
room on the ground-floor, the Strong Room. Up flairs another 
room; and a clofet called the Lunatic Room. Alt out of repair, and 
infecure: and fo is the Court-yard. No allowance: no ftraw: no 
water. Keeper’s Salary or Rent £20: no Fees. 

1776, Sep. 18, Prifoners none. 

WHITEHAVEN TOWN GAOL 

Is part of the Work-houfe. Two Rooms up flairs; and a Dun¬ 
geon in which they ufed to confine Tranfports brought hither to be 
fhipped. All dirty and offenfive. 

1776, Sep. 18, Prifoners none. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY.GAOL at APPLEBY. 

GAOLER, Benjamin Ainfley. 

Salary, £10. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, 1 

•Felons, j ^ 

Tranfports, a Ihilling a mile each to Whitehaven , 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, four pence ‘a. day each, 

Garnifli, £0:1: o. 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, March 24, 7 - - 4. 

1776, Jan. 22, 3 - - o, 

- Sep. 19, 3 " - 3 - 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 

THIS GAOL was built by the County. The Earl of Thanet is 
Hereditary Sheriff, and pays the Gaoler his Salary. Happily for the 
Prifoners in a Gaol lb circumflanced, the prefent Gaoler is a man of 
temper and humanity. 

At j>age 41 I complained of this Prifon being within reach of 
Floods: but in Jan. 1776 there was a new Building on the higheft 
part of the Yard. It confifts of four vaulted Wards for Felons, fifteen 
feet by thirteen; a window in each, but no chimney: and over them 
three good rooms with chimneys, for Debtors. 

Gaol-delivery once a year.—No Table of Fees. 

Kkk 


Remarks, 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDE’WELLS. 

APPLEBY. Two rooms: each has a (mall window into a liable: 
fubjedl to floods.—No allowance but draw. Keeper’s Sala¬ 
ry £8 : no Fees. 

1776. Jan. 22 , No Prifoners. 

- Sep. 19, No Prifoners. 

KENDAL. Only one room for Men and Women eighteen feet 
by twelve and a hrfif, with one window about two feet fquare: 
no chimney : no yard: no water: no fewer. The Keeper 
has a garden : Salary £6 : 10: no Fees.—The Town 
fometimes commits Prifoners hither and allows them fix 
pence a day; the County, four pence. 

iT]6, Jan. 23, Prifoners 3, two Men, one Woman. 

- Sept. 18, - - - 1 Deferter. 

KENDAL TOWN GAOL. 

Only two Dungeons, called Black Holes : fourteen fteps under 
ground. No yard : no water: no draw. Allowance fix pence a day. 
The two Town Sergeants keep the Prifon by turns; a week each. 

I have not cenfured the management of any Work-houfes (though 
highly deferving it) becaufe foreign to my fubjeft. But I wilj take 
the liberty to extol the oeconomy, indudry and cleanlinefs of the 
Kendal Work-houfe. It makes fome amends for the inconvenience of 
the Town Gaol, which occafions the fending Town-Prifoners to the 
County Bridewell as above. 

1776, Jan. 23, No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, LANCASTER CASTLE. 

GAOLER, John Dane. 

Salaiy, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 8 : o, 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, £5 each. (See Remarks.) 

• Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

Debtors, ? 

• 

one Ihilling 

each 


Felons, ) 

morning. 


Gamilh, 

Debtors, 

£0 • 7 •• 2, 



Felons, 

0:2:6. 


Number of 

- 

Debtors. Felons &c, 

I 774 > 

March 25, 

74 - 

» 3 > 

> 1 775 > 

Nov. 20, 

48 - 

U> 

1776, 

'Sep. 17, 

32 - 

19. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Spicer now Rev. Mr. Watjon. 
Duty—Sunday twice j Wednel'day and Friday once. 
Salary, ^50. (See Remarks.) 

SURGEON, Mr. Dixon. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


THE CASTLE-YARD is fpacious. Mafter’s-fide Debtors have 
many apartments. One of them which they call the Oven , is laid to have 
been ufed as fuch in the time of John of Gaunt Duke of Lancajler: 
the diameter twenty-four feet, the height, now, that of an ordinary 

K k k 2 room. 
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lan- room. The Free Ward for Debtors is largje but dark. Thclc, as 

caster. we jj as th 0 f e 0 f th e Mafter’s-fide, are allowed to walk and work 
(lpin, knit &c.) in the Crown and Shire I lalls. Over the Judge’s 
Bench in the latter is written this text; “ Let Judgment run dozen as 
•waters-, and Righteoujnejs as a mighty ft ream." 

Petty offenders are fometimes fent hither, becaule the Bride¬ 
wells are diftant. There is a large Room for them near the Gate; 
and they are, as they fliould be, kept leparate from felons. 

Men and Women-fclons have their Day-rooms apart 1 , at the upper 
end of the Yard. Women fleep in their Day-room. — Men have 
for their Night-rooms two vaulted Cells. One of them, the Lew 
Dungeon, is ten fteps under ground, twenty-one feet by nine, ex¬ 
tremely dole, dark, and unwholefome; fo very hot even in Winter, 
that coming from it in the morning into the cold air mud be perni¬ 
cious. Their other Cell, the High Dungeon , is larger but dole and 
olFenfive, though not under ground. 

I once faw three Felons fick: but the Recorder, Mr. Lent on, 
gave immediate orders for their relief by better • nourifhment 
&c. and they foon recovered. No Infirmary. T'ranjports have 
not the King’s allowance of 2 S. 6 d. a week. When Priloners are 
convi&ed at Pfefton or Manchefter , and from thence brought hither, 
Mr. Dane has a fhilling a mile Conduft-Money for each. 

Part of the Caftle-yard is an inclofed Bowling-Green. 

One of the rooms for Debtors is called the Quakers Room; becaule, 
it is faid, when thofe people were fo cruelly perfecuted in the lad 
Century, vad numbers of them were confined in it. 

If the large Stable which is not much ufed, and the great Room 
under the Shire-Hall (in which I faw only one poor Lunatic who 

had. 
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had been there many years, and is fince dead) were converted into 
Night-rooms for Felons, one fmall room for each; and an Infirmary 
was built, this would be a good Gaol. From Mr. Fenton’s humanity, 
and the regard that is juftly paid him,' I cannot but hope for fome of 
thele Improvements. 

The Chaplain’s Salary £$o is—from the County £36 —from the 
Dutchy £4 .—from a Charity £10. 

I will give a Copy of the Table of Fees, though it is not authen- 

. • 

tic: and of a Paper in the Shire-Hall containing a Lift of Donations; 
though impeded, and not vouched by any Authority. 


Fees taken by the Gaoler of Lane after Caftle. 
(viz) 


£■ 

For every Debtor’s Difchargc when by a Superfcdeas — o : 
On a Common Difcharge 8s. and zs. & 6d. for the 
Sheriff’s Certificate — —■ 

When a Debtor is furrendered in Difcharge of his Bail o : 

When a Debtor is charged with a Declaration zs. & 4d-% 

with the Rule to take the Prifoner to the Bar and > o : 
zs. A 4<i. with the Rnnandato — — J 

When a Debtor takes the Benefit of the Infolvent Aft is... 

.and a. & 4c!. to bring the Prifoner to the Bar by rule C o : 
and zs. & .fd. for the Sheriff's Certificate — J 



5 . D. 

8 : o 

10 : 6 

2 : 4 

4 : 8 

5 : 8 


Fees for all Crown Prifoners 
Lately altered to 


o : 18 : o 
o a 13 : 4 


John Dane Gaoler . 


LAN¬ 

CASTER. 


CHARITY 
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1. A N- 
C ASTER. 


CHARITY LEGACIES to the debtor prisoners in 
Lancafter Caftle 1770 


£- S. D. 


3- 


From Mrs. Henrietta Rigby' s Executors to twelve of the 
moil neceffitous and well behaved Prifoners five fuillings 
each paid by Doftor Fenton and the Mayor of Lancajier 
about the firft day of March every year — 

From Mrs. Langton paid by Lawrence Ranvjlhorn Efq. each 1 

Affize — — — — 3 

From Sir Thomas Gerrard of Gartjhvood paid by Mr. Starkie j 
due about the firft of Auguft — — J 

Paid under a .Decree of the Court of Chancery of this 
County out of an Eilate in Skermi/dale called Sand late 
belonging to Peter Latham deceafed diilributed at 
every Auguft Aflize, by the Truflees of the faid Peter 
Latham or their order paid by Mr. Rateliffe of Ormf- 
kirk Attorney at Law — * J 

By the Will .of William Edmunjlon of Outhavaite one pound 
fifteen ihillings yearly or half the Rent of Land in 
Scatfortb purchafed by the money left for fuch purpofe ^ I 
by the faid Will, paid by the Treafurer of the County 
in bread — — — 

•From Mrs, Abigail Rigby's Executors paid by Doftor Fenton ^ 
and the Mayor of Lancajier every St. Thomas’s Day 
[Q^y. Jcbfon’s Legacy.] (So the Paper.) 


8 -: 


1 


1 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 


PRESTON. This Prifon a little diftant from the Town was 
a Friary. On the ground-floor is a large Room, in which are 
eleven Clofets, called Boxes, to fleep in; and another Room, 
the Dungeon. Over thefe are a large Working-room for Men, 
and a lefs for Women. All the ro9ins are dirty, and the 
Prifon out of repair.—A Court-yard in front (the Prifoners 
have no ufe of it) and a fpacious Garden backwards for the 
Keeper. 

These Prifoners have the other Moiety of Will'am 
Edmunfton'% Legacy mentioned in the Lift at Lancajler Cajlle. 
The Keeper receives it for them. No water acceflible to 
Prifoners: no allowance. Keeper’s Salary £60: Fees, from 
thofe tried at Seflions ios. 6d. from others 7s. no Table. 

1774, March 26, Prifoners 8, 

1775, Nov. 18, - - 19, 

1776, Sep. 16, - - 11. 

MANCHESTER. Rebuilt as per date, in the year 1774. 
Separate Court-yards and Apartments for Men and Women. 
The former have Work-rooms, over which are Chambers. 
Their Night-rooms or Dungeons, inapaffage or long room 

forty- 
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forty-five feet by fix are clofe; eleven feet by eight; eleven 
ftepg below the yard; but not properly under ground, being 
on the declivity of a hill.—Women have three rooms on the 
ground-floor, and three chambers: here is alio a dungeon, 
down nine fteps, fourteen*feet by thirteen ; but women are not 
put there. The iron grated Door into each Court lias faften- 
ings of a contrivance Angularly curious. No allowance. 
Keeper’s Salary lately railed from ^25 to £60 in lieu of Fees. 

1774, Nov. 5, Prifoners 21, 

1775, Nov. 16, 6, 

1776, * Sep. 15, - - 12. 


LIVERPOOL BOROUGH-GAOL. 


Out of repair. Apartments clofe and dirty. Seven clofe Dun¬ 
geons ten fteps under ground; each fix feet and a half by five feet 
nine inches, and fix feet high. Three Prifoners are locked up 
in each of them at night. There is another Dungeon, larger, but 
not fecure. No Infirmary. The Keeper told me in Nov. 1775, 
that after I was there laft year and faid his Prifoners were in danger 
of the Gaol-Fever, twenty-eight of them had been ill of it at one 
time. ' What led me to think fo was, the offenfivenefs of the Dun¬ 
geons, and the number of Prifoners. The Prifon is lurrounded with 
other buildings, and cannot be made healthy and convenient.— 
Allowance in common on Sunday, bread 4 s. beef and broth about 
6 s. Firing from Oftober to May. Gaoler, Rofendale Allen, 
Sergeant at Mace, pays the Widow of the late Gaoler £20 a, year j 
* ' and 
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and puts in a Deputy who pays him £65 a year. Fees, Debtors 2 s. 
Felons &c. 4s. no TaMe. Chaplain, Duty—Tuefday*and Friday : 
Salary £10 .—Claufes of Adt againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Felons are generally fent to Ipncajter Cajtle: the Prifoners kept 
here are for the moft part Debtors. 

I hear, the Corporation intend to build a new Gaol. 

1774, Nov. 7, Prifoners 58, 

1775j Nov. 23, - - 60. 


WARRINGTON TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

Two rooms in the Work-houfe Yard j one about nine feet fquare, 
with bedftead and ftraw ; no window : the other about nine feet by 
five, with an aperture for air eighteen inches by four. No employ¬ 
ment. Allowance for diet, the fame as the Poor, who, by their 
appearance, feem to have a humane attention paid to them. Keeper, 
no Salary for the Bridewell: no Fees: is Matter of the Work-houfe. 

1777, March 20, No Prifoners. 


L 11 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL, CHESTER CASTLE. 

/> 

GAOLER, Faithful Thomas ; he holds it of the Conftable 
George Noffiter the King’s Patentee', to whom he 
pays Rent ^ 4 ° a y ear * 

Salary, £i8 : 5 : o from the Exchequer. 

Fees, Debtors, 

Felons, 

Transports, £$ each, and^i for Expenfes. 

Licence, for Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

Debtors, 7 

a twelve- 

-penny loaf each on Friday 


Felons, 3 

morning (weight in Feb. 177 5,6 ‘ 

Garnilh, 

Debtors, 

£0 : 3 ■ 

6. 

Number of 

- Debtors. 

Felons &c. 

1774 , 

March 29, 

22 

24 > 

— 

June 24, 

23 

12, 

177 5 > 

Feb. 1, 

9 


— 

Nov. 25, 

11 

6, 

1776, 

Sep. 14, 

7 

12. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Bofwel. 

Duty—Only to condemned Felons. 

Salary, £10. 

On Sunday a Debtor reads Prayers, and, commonly, 
a Sermon, for which the County allows £ 2 a year. 

SURGEON, Nones but on applying to a Juftice. 




£0 : 9 : 8. 


CHESTER 



Chester Circuit. 


CHESHIRE. 


443 


CHESTER CASTLE 

IS the Property of the kinc. The firft room is a Hall or Chapel: r EMARK£ 
there are two ft^ircafes leading up from it to four rooms for Mafter’s- 
fide Debtors. Down eighteen fteps is a fmall Court-yard, which 
was common to Debtors and Felons. It is lately divided, but the 
high clofe pales which feparate the two Courts, now fo very fmall, 
deprive both Debtors and Felons of the benefit* of frefb air. The 
former in their free ward, the Pope s Kitchen ; the latter in their 
day-room, the King's Kitchen . Both thele are fix fteps below the 
Yard: each of them about thirty-five feet by twenty-two. Near the 
former is the Condemned Room. Under the King’s Kitchen is the 
King’s Cellar ; quite ufelels. Under the Pope’s Kitchen is a dark 
Room or Paflage twenty-four feet by ten: to it you defcend twenty- 
one fteps from the Yard. On one fide of it are fix Cells (Stalls), 
each about feven feet and a half by three and a half, with a barrack- 
bedftead, and a fmall aperture over the door. In each of thefe are 
locked up at night, fometimes three or four Felons. No window: 
not a breath of frelh air: only an aperture with a grate in the 
ceiling of the Paflage, into the Pope’s Kitchen above. They pitch 
thefe Dungeons three or four times a year: when I was in one of 
them, I ordered the door to be ftuit j anti my fituation brought to 
mind what I had heard of the Black Hole at Calcutta. 

The Felons Day-room is not fecure. They efcaped in 1775 
by breaking through the flight floor into the King’s Cellar below ; 
and through the decayed walls of that they made their way down the 
hill. The Keeper, who is careful and humane, was not blame able. 


J, 1 1 2 


No 
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No Infirmary: no ftraw: Tranfports have not the King’s allow¬ 
ance of 2 s. 6d. a week. Of the feven Debtors whom I faw laft, five 
were imprifoned by Exchequer Writs*. 


A TABLE OF FEES 

f 

To be taken by the Conftable of the Caftle—as the County Gaol— 
fettled—in the—Quarter Seflions—at Namptwicb —15 th July 
1729 and afterwards confirmed—by his Majefty’s Chief Jullice 
of Chejler and Judge of Afiize—and Juftices'of the Peace— 
in purfuance of a late AGk .—for the Relief of Debtors &c. 


L- 


Commitment Fee, for every Prifoner — — 0 : 

Chamber Rent, Prifoner finding his own bedding fir week o : 

Bedding per week if found by the Conftable — o : 

Difcharging Fee — — — o : 

To the Turnkey on Difcharge — — o : 

For a Copy of every Commitment — — o : 


For Attendance into Court with every Prifoner brought - ) 
there by Rule of Court —• — 3 0 

For the Stone Parlour, Bed andFurniiure if required per week o : 
For every Felon committed per week — — o : 


a - , o . 
8 ' z 
1 : o 
1 : » 

1 : o 
o : 6 
I' : o 

l : O 

S : 0 
0:6 


Signed by eight Juftices. 
Confirmed by J. WILLES Sep. 13. 1729. 


* I have in two of roy vifits feen the places of confinement for Dcfertew in this 
Caftle, who are not under the care of the Gaoler, but of the Invalids of the Garrifon. 
They are bad unhealthy Cells j often produftive of the Gaol-Fever. An Officer at 
Wircejlcr informed me, that having fent a Serjeant and two Men for two Deferters 
lodged here, three of them died a few days after they came to their quarters, and he 
had them buried privately, without military honours, to the furprize of the Soldiers, 
who knew not the reafon. 

We 
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We whofe names are fubfcribed his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace 
do approve the above Table of Fees and the additional Fee of 
fix pence per week. Witnefs our Hands April 7. 1730. 

Signed by five Juftices *. 

A LIST—of Ml gifts legacies &c.—upon the belt Examination 
— given for the Benefit—of poor Priloners—within—the 
Caftle of Chefter. 

Mr. 'John Nomty —Citizen andMerchant-Taylor of London —by his Will—■ 

10th Oftober 1615 left—fix Ihillings and eight pence to be diftributed 
on Candlemas yearly for ever by the Mayor*&c.—to the poor Prilbn- 
ers—in Money or Bread. 

Valentine Broughton- —of Chejicr Alderman—by'his Will 16th Jane 1G03 
left—thirteen Ihillings and four pence to be dillributed at Michael¬ 
mas and Lady-day yearly for ever by the Mayor—to the Prifoners in 
the Caftle—by equal portions, or twenty days after. 

The above written Table of Fees—and Lift—of Gifts—are 
true Copies — Tho Tagg Cl. Pads. 

RULES to be obferved within the Gaol of the Caftle of Cbejler. 

lft. ALL Prifoners to behave—refpe&fully to Keeper—Whoever— 
ftrike or affault any—to be punifhed by a Juftice at dilcretion. 

2. No Curfing or Swearing—No Gaming in the Hall nor in 

private. 

3. Prisoners to retire to their refpedtive rooms—from Lady-day 

to Michaelmas at nine—from Michaelmas to Lady-day at 
eight—to be let out in morning—Lady-day to Michaelmas 
at fix—Michaelmas to Lady-day at eight. 

• The Table having hung againft a damp wall, the Juftices Names are not legible. 

. 4. Friends 
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4. Friends or Relations—to bring neceflaries,—being—fearched 

for Inftruments if required—Not to ftay long—without le^ve, 
except in—ficknefs—nor after the hours of locking up. 

5. Felons &c. —to be in the I^ower Court—except leave &c. 

6. Whereas it is ufual for the Prifoners to go into the Caftle-yard 

an hour morning and afternoon for air except in time of Aflize 
Seflions &c.—None to go to the Caflle-gate or over the Pave¬ 
ment leading &c.—nor out of the Limits—nor intermix with 
the Soldiers on Guard. 

7. No Prifoner to remove—the Keeper’s beds &6.—nbr his own 

bed—without Gaojer’s confent. 

8. Prisoners may bring their own beds, and take them away. If they 

choofe the Keeper’s bed—pay a /hilling at the end of every week. 
Upon Non-payment the Gaoler may take the bed, and put the 
Prifoner to lie in the Pope’s.Kitchen or any other free ward. 

9. The Public Hall to be fwept and cleaned by the Prifoners daily. 

AT the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace held at Namptwich — 
14th July-*-4th George II. 1730 ' 

We whofe Names are fubfcribed Jufticcs of the Peace afTembled 
in open Seflions aforefaid do approve of the faid Rules to be 
oblerved in the Gaol of the faid Caftle of Chejler. 

Cha Dukenfield F Poole T Cholmondelev 
Three more not legible. 

We do approve of thefe Rules 

J WILLES W JESSOP 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MIDDLEWICH. 


This Prifon has been lately much improved by the addition of a 
Work-room j a little Room at the end of it, which they call a Shop 
and fome Chambers over them. At one fide of the Work-room is a 
flxong brick Bench againft the wall, long enough for feveral to fit 
on : and fronting the fire-place is another ftrong brick Seat, almoft a 
femicircle. Two of the old Rooms have now a window in each: 
the other have only perforations in the doors. I found at my laft 
vilit all the Prifoners, but two, employed in picking Oakum; the 
other two were Shoe-makers, working at their own trade. The 
Yard is enlarged from the Keeper’s Garden, and flagged with broad 
Hones, which are very convenient, not only for cleanlinefs &cc. but 
particularly for drying the Oakum. The Partition between this and 
the G trden, is a brick wall about one third of the height, and the 
reft ftrong palifades with tenter-hooks. This is a judicious con¬ 
trivance for keeping the Yard and Houle airy and healthy. 


1774, Nov, 8, Prifoners 3, 
1776, Sep. 14, - - 9. 


CHESTER 
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CHESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, hv» rr ww ods. 

Salary, £io. 

Fees, Debtors, £0:8:8, 

Felons, o : 6:6. 


T ranfports, 

£6 : 10 : 0 each. 

Licence for Beer. 


PRISONERS, 



Allowance, 

Debtors, none. 



Felons, a penny loaf a day. (Little more than 


half a 

1775.) 

Garnifli, 

£0:3:6. 


Number of 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1 774 > 

March 29, 

8 - - 10, 

* 775 > 

Feb. 1, 

6 - - 2, 

---- 

Nov. 25, 

8 - - 2, 

• 1776* 

Sep. 14, 

1 - - 2. 


CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Duke. (See Remarks.) 
Duty 

Salary, £10. 

SURGEON, (See Remarks.) 

Salary, 


CHESTER 
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CHESTER CITY. 

• 

THIS GAOL, called the North-Gate Prijon, has many convenient 
apartments for pebtors. The Felons Day-room is fpacious : but 
to their Dungeon, or Night-room, you go down fourteen Heps. It 
is fourteen feet by eight, and feven high. No light nor any commu¬ 
nication with the external air, but at the door. The PrifoncrS in 
March 1774 complained of cxceffive heat: but in my latter vifits I 
found they had been lodged elfewhere. No bedding nor draw. 
The Court-yard is common to Debtors and Felons : but the former 
have the privilege of walking in the Keeper’s Garden. 

Mr. Duke is Chaplain to the Blue-Coat School ; and officiates in 
little St. John's Chapel belonging to the School. A Navigation parts 
that from the Prifon-yard; and a foot bridge, made for the purpofe, 
gives thefe Priloners an opportunity of attending Divine Service when 
it is performed; that is Prayers twice a week, and Sermon once a 
month. Few .Priloners in City or Town Gaols have lucli a privilege. 

In November 1775 feveral Prifoners were ill in bed of the Cold 
which then generally prevailed ; yet the Surgeon had not, for three 
weeks, either l'een them himlelf, or fent his man. 


Rem. mu 


M m m 


TABLE 
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TABLE of FEES and RU-LES. 

The Rules for this Gaol being in fubftance, and almoft in words, 
the fame as the firft four Rules for the Caftle, I wiy not tranfcribc 
them j but defire my Reader to refer to them. 


1 


5 


THE G A O 1. E R S FEES. 

Upon any Arreft for any Perfon that lhall be brought and 
committed to the faid Prifon — 

For every Execution charged upon the Prifoner 
Upon every Commitment by the Mayor for a Mifdemcanor ^ 
if a Freeman — — 

If a Foreigner — — 

For the Blue Room to a Gentleman committed Prifoner, 
per week — — — 

For Lodging every night in a Feather Bed — 

In a Flock or Chaff Bed — — — 

Chamber rent per week the Prifoner finding his own bedding 
For every Felon committed to Prifon the Keeper’s Fees for l ' 
Irons and Continuance — — J ° 

ff any Perfon attached by Form of Attachment out of the"! 


foner, 


-— -- —--— -- , 

the Keeper’s fee thereon — — J 

If any Perfon lhall be arrelled by Form of a Writ out of "J 
any of the Courts at Wejiminjltr and be brought to the > 
faid Prifon the Keeper’s Fee — — J 

For attending the Court with every Prifoner 
For every Felon committed per week — 

For a Copy of every Commitment — 

’■'To the Turnkey on Difcharge — 


£• s. 

Z>. 

% 

o : s : 

10 

0:4: 


0:2: 

4 

0:4: 

0 

0:5: 

0 

0:0: 

4 

0:0: 

2 

0:1: 

0 

0:2: 

6 

O : 8*: 

8 

0:6: 

3 

0:1: 

0 

0:0: 

0 

0:1: 

0 

0:0: 

6 

CHESTER 


• Th* firft figure 8 feem* altered Irom 6. 
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CHESTER CITY BRIDEWELL. 


Out of repair; and not fafe : no yard : no water : no allowance: 
no employment. They are building a large Work-lhop, and rooms 
over it. Below are two new Dungeons about nine feet under ground. 
I told the Keeper that I wiffied the Contriver of thefe might be the 
firtt who lodged, in them. I heard they intend to enclofe a Court¬ 
yard : I hope they will not forget a Pump. 

Here were feveral leaden weights marked 30, 40, 60 pounds, 
with a ring and chains to each: thefe are fattened, as the Magiftrates 
order, or the Keeper finds needful, to the legs of refractory Prifoners, 
that they may not walk without carrying the weight. The Keeper 
laid he had fome Women fo turbulent that it was extremely difficult 
to make them behave orderly, while they were kept together. 


1775, Feb. 1, Prifoners i, 

- Nov. 25, - - o, 

1776, Sep. 14, - - 12. 


MACCLESFIELD PRISON. 

This Prifon for the Liberty of the Hundred, Manor, and Forett 
of Macclesfield , in the Pinfold or Pound for that Hundred, is the. 
Property of I ,ord Derby. It has four Rooms j and a Dungeon which 
is down feven fteps, eleven feet by nine. The windows of the rooms 

M m m 2 glazed. 
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glazed, no cafements. The Building is flight, and the whole of it 
ruinous.—deeper, John Haflehurft, is a feailiff; keeps a Public- 
houfe; and has a Leafe of the whole for fixty years at £13 clear of 
Taxes. No Salary : Fees 7 s. 6tJ. no Table. 

1776, Sep. 15, Debtors 2. 


MACCLESFIELD TOWN BRIDEWELL 

Is a ruinous Room behjnd the Keeper’s Houfe. Only one window' 
twelve inches by fix. The Keeper told me he was fometimes obliged 
to confine men and women together in it. Salary twenty {hillings 5 
Fees one fhilling. 

1776, Sep. 15, ’ No Prifoners. 

HAULTON CASTLE GAOL. 

1 should fcarcely have mentioned this Prifon, fince for a number 
of years pad: no perfon has been confined in it, had I not found that, 
in an Infcription in the Court-room, dated 1737, it is Hill called a 
Gaol with a Court-yard. 

The Earl of Cholmondeley is Proprietor under the Crown; and 
Quarterly Courts are held here for the Manor. Two Cellars in the 
Building appear to have been ufed for the purpofe of confining 
Prifoners. 

1777, March 19, No Prifoners. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at FLINT. 

GAOLER, *John Williams. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £0:6:0, 

Felons, 0:3:6. 

<* * 

Tranfports, the Expenfe. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors ,7 each weekly is. 6d. in bread, and 
Felons, j 6d. money. 

Garnilh, £o : 1 : o. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c, 

1774, June 25, 4 - 1, 

1.776, Sep. 13, 1 - o. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Davies. 

Duty — WednelUay and Friday. 

Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ingleby at Holywell. 

Salary, none : he makes a Bill. 


FLINT. 
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FLINT. 


THIS GAOL is alfo the Bridewell.—On the ground-floor are 
the Gaoler’s apartments.—For Debtors there arc, up Hairs, a Com¬ 
mon Ward; and two other Rooms.—They have alfo a Court-yard, 
backwards.—For Felons and Petty Offenders , two dark Clofets, the 
Black Holes , on the fame floor as the Debtors rooms': they are each 
five feet by four; and we^e the only receptacles for Criminals till a 
few years ago, when a Dungeon in the Yard was added. This is 
do#n eight fteps: rain comes through the roof upon the barrack- 
beds. A Court before it about five yards lquare: water laid in. 
When Men are here, Women are put in the dark Clofets. 

Great sessions at Mold: Conveyance thither at the Gaoler’s 
Expenfe. He has a Salary of ^25 as Keeper of Bridewell. 

Near twenty years ago, here was a Debtor who infilled upon not 
being fubjeft to the Gaoler, nor to any Orders but fuch as fliould be 
enjoined by the Magiflrates. Upon this occafion, the Juftices at 
the Quarter-Sdfions held at Holywell in July 1759 made fome faluta- 
ry Rules for the government of this Prifon, refembling thofe for 
Chejter Caftle , which are hung up in the Gaol. It is probable the 
man knew he had a Statute to lupport his claim, namely, the 
Aft the 32c! of George the Second. 


TABLE 
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TABLE OF FEES. 

FlintJhirCy \ X the Court of Great Seffion held at Flint —on—- 
to wit. jlIl aad of Auguft—5th—of our Sovereign Lord 
George III—1765 before the Hon bIe John Morton Efq. Chief Juftice 
of—Chefter, Flint, Denbigh, and Montgomery; and Taylor White 
Efq. his MSjefty's other Juftice there aligned &c.-~It is—Ordered 
that the Gaoler for the yme being do t3^e no more than the Fees 
and Allowances hereafter mentioned which the Court conceive to be 
fufficient and reafonable 

(That is to fay) 

A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of this County. 


For the Receipt of every Prifoner for Debt 


£+S. D. 
0:2:6 

For the Ufe of the Bedhead and Chamber by the week 
Prifoner finding his own Bedding —- 

the^ 

t 

j 0 : i : 0 

If the Bedding found by Gaoler per week then 

— 

0:2:0 

For a Copy of every Commitment — 

— 

0:1:0 

Attending every Prifoner brought by Rule of Court 

— 

0 : 1 : 0 

Fee on Prifoner’s Difchargc — 

— ' 

0:2:6 

Turnkey’s Fee on Prifoner’s Difcharge — 

— 

0:1:0 


The above Table of Fees is ratified and confirmed by 

JOHN MORTON 


FLINT, 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at RUTHIN. 


GAOLER, Jo/epb Stoddard. 

Salary, j£io. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 6 : o, 

Felons, 0:3:6. 

Tranfports, £1 each to Cbefter. 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, is. 6d. a week. 

• 

Garnilh, Debtors, £0:2: 6, 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 25, 8 - - 5, 

1776, Sep. 13, 2 - - 1. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Peirce. 

Duty—Sunday. 

Salary, £ 20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Nicbolls. 

Salary, none: he makes a Bill. 


THE OLD GAOL was alfo a County Bridewell. A New Gaol 
is almoft finilhed. The Front is for the Gaoler. Backwards, on the 
ground-floor, a large Day-room or Kitchen for Del/tors; and another 

as 
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as large for Criminals: and for the latter, four Cells, feven feet and 
a half by fix j—two on each fide of a palfage only three, feet wide. 
Above are nine Rooms and a neat Chapel. Separate Court-yards for 
Debtors and Criminals. The Gentlemen will fcarcely forget an 
Infirmary; and feparating Women from Men. 

Great sessions, of late, always at JVrexbant •, and Conveyance 
thither at the Gaoler’s Expenfe. He has a Salary of £20 as Keeper 
of Bridewell. 

The Old G:«ji may be made a convenient Bridewell, and then 
Prifoners might be more properly feparated. A way might alfo be 
made to the Chapel. 


TABLE OF FEES. 

'Denbighjhire, A T the General Quarter Seffions—at Denbigh — 
to wit. i \ on the 16th day of April in the 5th—of our Sove¬ 
reign Lord George III—1765 before John Edwards Jun r> and John 
Conway Efq rs - and others—Juftices—it is—Ordered that the Gaoler 
for the time being do take no more than the Fees and Allowance 
hereafter mentioned w{jich this Court conceive to be fufficient and 
reafonable 

(That is to fay) 

A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of this County. 

£. S. D\ 

Fees on the Receipt of every Prifoner —* — o : a : 6 

Foi the ufc of the Bedftead and Chamber per week the Pri -1 

foner finding bis own Bedding , — — ' 0 ’ 1 ‘ 0 

If Bedding be found by the Gaoler then per week •— 0:2:0 

N n n 
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For a Copy of every Commitment — 

Attending every Prifoncr brought up by Rule of Court 
Fee. on Prifoner’s Difcharge — 

Turnkey’s Fee on Prifoner’s Difcharge 


£. S. . D. 
o : i : o 
o : i : o 
0:2:6 
0:1:0 


The above Table of Fees is ratified and confirmed by 


By the Court 

J k Hosier Clerk of the Peace 


JOHN MORTON 


ANOTHER 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WREXHAM, 


This is only Part of an Houfe, the whole of which feems to have 
been formerly the Bridewell; but moft of it is now the Parilh-Poor- 
houfe. The Prifon has—on the ground-floor the Keeper’s rooms 
and ftablej and for -Prifoners, two dark offenfive rooms, without any 
window: a wall within fix feet of the doors,: Prifoners have, with 
juft caufe, complained of being pi moft fuffocated ; and begged to be 
let out for Air into the Keeper’s Garden, on the other fide of the 
Houfe,—Up flairs are three rooms for thofe who can pay. All 
dirty and out of repair. No water. Keeper a Sheriff’s Officer: 
Salary £8. 

1774, March 30, Prifoners a, 

1776, Sep. 12, - - 1. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at MONTGOMERY. 

GAOLER, William Davies. 

Salary, £12 : 12:0 from the Sheriff. 

Fees, ^Debtors, £0 : 8 : o, 

^ Felons, o : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, about ^10 : 10 : o each. 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, oh application, the fame as Felons. 

Felons, two 14 c!. loaves a week. 

Garnilh, £0:2:6. 

Number of - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 29, 3 - - 4> 

1^75, Nov. 29, 2 - - o. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Powell. 

Duty—Sunday. 

Salary, £20. 

SURGEONS, Three, in Quarterly Rotation. 

Salary, £5 each. 


N n n 2 


MONTGO- 



460 MONTGOMERYSHIRE. Chester Circuit. 

'MONTGOMERY. 

Remarks. THIS GAOL is finely fituated on a rifing ground. Apart¬ 
ments for Debtors, and Wards for Felons, convenient and kept 
clean. Court-yard common. The fine Stream of Water lately 
running through the Yard is cut off. Great Sefiions always at 
Welch Pool } whither Prifoners are conveyed at the Qaoler’s Expenfc. 

The Table of fees not legible. ' 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MONTGOMERY. 

A room or two in a Houle at the lower end of the Town j 
out of repair. 

1775, Nov. 29, No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 



North Wales Circuit. ANGLESEY. 


COUNTY GAOL at BEAUMARIS. 

GAOLER, William Thomas. 

Salary, £5 from the Sheriff. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 

-Felons, } : 2 ; 6 ' 

Tranfports, the Expenfe. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a fhilling a week. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 27, a-o. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON* None. 


THIS GAOL is alfo the County Bridewell. It ' dirty. The 
Felons Room convenient, but feldom occupied. Claufes of Aft 
againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. The Gaoler has £$ a year 
as Keeper of Bridewell, No Table of Fees, 


461 


Remarks, 


COUNTY 
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CARNARVONSHIRE. North Wales Circuit 


Remarks. 


COUNTY GAOL at CARNARVON. 

GAOLER, - Tbom^. 

Salary, £5 from the Sheriff. 

Fees, Debtors, £0:3:6 Entrance, 

0:2:6 Difcharge. 

Felons, none. 

Tranlports, the Gxpenfe. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, nope. 

Felons, as. 6& a week each. (See Remarks.) 

Garnifh, a Bulling. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

»774> June a 7> 1 - *• 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGE.ON, None. 

THIS GAOL is alfo the Bridewell. Rooms incommodious 
and dirty. Claufes of Ad againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. 

Great Seffions at Conway. -Thomas has £5 a year as Keeper of 

Bridewell. He ftops from each*Felon’s allowance fix pence a week 
for, what he calls, his Trouble of Weekly Payments. No Table of 
Fees. 

I hear the County intend to build a new Gaol. 


COUNTY 





NorthWales Circuit. MERIONETHSHIRE; 
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COUNTY GAOL at DOLGELLY. 

GAOLER, Edward Rees. 

Salary, £8. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 

Felons, } * 5 • °- 

Tranfports, the Expenfe. 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 


Allowance, 

Debtors, ] 

J 


1 

Felons, j 

* none. 

Number of 

- 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

U 74 , 

June 28, 

1 - 1. 


CHAPLAIN, None. 
SURGEON, * None. 


THIS GAOL was built five or fix years ago. Windows clofe Remarks. 
glazed: rooms dirty; although fo few Priloners. I was informed 
that there had been only two Executions for fifty years part. Claufes 
of A< 5 t againit Spirituous Liquors not hung up. No Table of Fees. 

Great Seffions at Bala . 


COUNTY 
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CARDIGANSHIRE. Carmarthen Circuit: 


Remarks. 


COUNTY GAOL at 'CARDIGAN. 

GAOLER, Charles ‘Thomas. 

Salary, £ 1 2, but not fixed. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 

Felons, J 1 ^ 

Tranfports, the Expenle. 

Licence, for Beer. 

t 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two fhillings a week. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Auguft 13, 4 - 0.“- 

C HAP LA IN, Rev. Mr. Davies. 

Duty—Sunday. 

Salary, £16. 

SURGEON, 

Salary, £10. 


THIS GAOL, which is to be the Bridewell alfo, W3S juft finilhed 
when i was there, but not inhabited: the Prifoners wefe in the 
Gaoler’s houfe. The Prifon-rooms are too low ■, and clofe glazed} 
no cafements: no water in the Court-yard. C. Thomas has £2 
a year as Bridewell-Keeper. No Table of Fees. 


COUNTY 



Carmarthen Circuit. PEMBROKESHIRE. 


46 


COUNTY GAOL at HAVERFORDWEST. 

GAOLER, tRhhard Griffith. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, -y 

Felons, 3 • ‘-3 • +■ 

Tranfports, 

Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, certified from 1 

their Parifh, l a penny a day. 

Felons, - - J 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. 14, 4 - i- 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Jones. 

Duty—Wednefday and Friday. 

Salary, ^'20. 

SURGEON, None. 


TFJIS GAOL is alfo the Bridewell. Six Rooms. The two Remarks. 
lowed are very damp Dungeons: in one of thele, as I was informed, 
a Prifoncr loft, firll the ufe of his limbs, and then his life: fince that 
time, none have been confined in either of them. The upper rooms 
are dirty and offenfive, with fmall windows. No fewers: no Court- 

O o o yard • 
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PEMBROKESHIRE, Carmarthen Circuit. 


HAVER¬ 

FORDWEST. 


yard: Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up. No 
Table of fees. R. Griffith has ^8 a year as Bridewell-Keeper. 
The County are applying for an Aft, in order to build a new Gaol. 


At HAVERFORDWEST is al'fo the 


TOWN and COUjNTY GAOL; which is likewife the 
Bridewell. It has convenient Rooms, and they are kept clean. No 
Court: no water. The Work-fhop ufed by a Carpenter. 


1774, Aug. 14, No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 



Carmarthen Circuit. CARMARTHENSHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL, CARMARTHEN CASTLE. 

GAOLER, John Williams . 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 13 : 4, 

Felons, o : 3:4. 

Tranfports, £5 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a lhilling a week. 

Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. 15, 16 - - 10, 

1776, Sep. 8, 4 - - 7. (See Remarks.) 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Davies. 

Duty —Sunday. 

Salary, £12: 12:0. 

SURGEON, Mr. Price. 

Salary, £20. • 


O o o 2 


CARMAR- 



468 CARMARTHENSHIRE. Carmarthen Circutt. 

f 

CARMARTHEN CASTLE. 

Remarks. THIS GAOL is alio tlic County Bridewell. The old apartments 
are too dole; and fo are the new Cells for Criminals. Thefe are 
about feven feet by fix : apertures in the doors only about nine inches 
fquare: earth-floors. The Day-room is ufed as a Chapel. Over it 
is a free ward: and over that, a room for the fick. The con¬ 
demned Dungeon is damp; a fmall window. One Court-yard; 
but it is fpacious. A ^toufe for the Gaoler, lately built in the 
yard; but he ftill lives diftant, as before. It has convenient rooms 
for Mafler’s-fide Debtors; and an Alarm Bell at top : by ringing it, 
a Debtor lately prevented an cfcape of the Felons. No water: the 
Well is uiclefs ; and the Gaol offenfrve.—Houfes in tire neighbour¬ 
hood have water laid in.—Tranfports have not the King’s allowance 
of 2s. 6d. a week. Claufes of the Aft again!! Spirituous Liquors not 
hung up. No Table of Fees. J. Williams has /12:12:0a year as 
Keeper of Bridewell. To this l’rifon there are Rules or Bounds, 
which extend near a mile round. 

Two of the Offenders, whom I faw laft time, were for Fines which 
they can never pay. They have not the County-allowance, and were 
almoft ftarved. 

The Gaoler was defirous of faming the Allowance: but the abufe 
of fuch a truft by the Gaoler at Brecon had been detefted; And the 
requeft of this Gaoler was not granted. 


At 



Carmarthen Circuit. CARMARTHENSHIRE. 


At CARMARTHEN is alfo the 

C O U*N TY-BOROUGH-GAOL, 


To the four rooms of this Gaol at the Gate, you alcend by ftone Heps 
on the outfide. No yard : no water. Keeper, one of the Town- 
Sheriffs, lives diffant.—At my fir ft vifit a young creature committed 
for a petty Theft, had been there four months, and was fick on the 
floor. At my laft, a Debtor fick in bed. Befides the four Prifoners 
whom I law, the Sheriff told me he had one in the Rules which are 
of lmall extent.—Food &c. for the Prifoners is put through an aper¬ 
ture at bottom of the door : a little girl, the.daughter of a Prifoner, 
could juft get through it to fetch water &c. 

t 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. 15, o - 1, 

1776, Sep. 8, 3 - 1. 


COUNTY 



RADNORSHIRE. South Wales Circuit. 
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COUNTY GAOL at PR'ESTEIGN. 

4 


6 : 8 . 


GAOLER, John Thomas. 

Salary, £ io from the Sheriff. 

Fees, Debtors, ^ 

Felons, y 
Tranfports, the Treafurer has £5 each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on application. 

Felons, a three-penny loaf for two clays. 

Garni(h, £ 0:1 : Oi 


Number of Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 30, 4 - 3, 

1775, Nov - 3°> 3 - i * 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, None. 


Remarks. THIS GAOL, which is alfo thfi County Bridewell , is out of 
repair. Only one Court-yard. Felons Night-room down three Heps, 
and not fecure : earth-floor; no flraw. Keeper’s Houfe diftam ; but 
his Garden, contiguous, is a proper fpot on which to enlarge the 
Gaol. Claufes of Aft againft Spirituous Liquors not hung up : no 
Table of Fees. J. Thomas has £ 2 a year as Bridewell-Keeper. 


COUNTY 



South Wales Circuit. BRECONSHIRE. 


47 1 


COUNTY GAOL at BRECON. 

» 

GAOLER, %lagdalen Williams. 

Salary, none: but £31 : 10 : o a year to fupply Felons 
. with necelTary Food. 

Fees, Debtors, 1 

Felons, 3 • 7 • °* 

Tran (ports, £$ each. 

Licence, for Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on applying to Juftices. 

Felons, farmed as above. 

Garnifh, £0 2 : 6. 

Number of - - Debtors, Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. 11, 7 - - 3, 

1776, Sep. 9, 4 - - 1. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Hugh* Jones. 

Duty—Wednefday or Friday. 

Salary, £\c. 

SURGEON, Mr. Williams . 

Salary, £5. 


BRECON. 
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BRECONSHIRE. South Wales Circuit. 


* B R E C O' N. 

Remark*. THIS GAOL out of repair; but at my laft vifit not dirty. 

Two Courts common to Debtors and Felons : they alio lodge toge¬ 
ther. Some of the Rooms clofe glazed. A dark Dungeon : the 
door of it repairing; yet the Gaoler’s Ion told me it was never ufed. 
At my firft vifit the Prifoners almoft ftarved by the Gaoler. Two 
Gentlemen of the County, who were then in the Gaol with me, 
feemed to relent the abufe.—No ftraw.—No Claufts of Ad againit 
Spirituous Liquors: no Table of Fees. Tranfports have not the 
King’s allowance of 2 s. 6d. a week. 


COUNTY B-R I DEW ELL at BRECON. 

One Room in the Keeper’s Houfe for Women; and two in the 
Back-yard for Men; the whole out of repair, and not fecure. No 
allowance: no water. Keeper no Salary. I am informed the County 
intend building a new Bridewell. 

1776, Sep. 9, No Prifoners. 

BRECON TOWN GAOL, 

Over the Gate-way. Out of repair: no Court-yard: no waterf 
Gaoler no Salary; he fells beer. 

1776, Sep. 9, No Prifoners. 


COUNTY 



South Wales Circuit. GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL at CARDIFF. 

GAOLER, Thonfas Lewis,j now William Cobb. 

Salary, none : but lie farms the Allowance. (See Remarks.) 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 14 : 4, 

Felorft, o : 7:8, 

Tranfports, £5 each. 

Licence, of late none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on application to the Juftices. 

Felons, ten pence halfpenny each on Saturday. 
Garni/h, £0:2:6 . t 

Number of - - Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. 19, 14 - 2, 

1776, Sep. 6, 2-2. 

CHAPLAIN, None. 

SURGEON, Mr. Williams . 

Salary, £10. 


Ppp 


CARDIFF. 
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GLAMORGANSHIRE. South Wales Circuit. 


Remarks. 


CARDIFF. 

THE NEW GAOL,* not finifhed, is to confift of three feparate 
Houfes, with Court-yards between them. The Old Gaol to be 
taken down; and in Front (where itjiow ftan?!s) is to be the Houfc 
for Debtors: a Court behind it—Then the Gaoler’s Houfe : this is 
built; two rooms on a floor. Behind it, the Felons Court-yard; 
and beyond that, their Houfc or Wards; which are alfo built: on 
the ground-floor, a fmall room for the Turnkey; and three vaulted 
rooms : above them three chambers, twelve feet and a half by ten. 

The Gaoler’s houfe being in the middle, he will have both Debtors 
and Felons in view : but his pafTing to the flreet through the Debtors 
houfc, may be dangerous to him when they prove riotous. 

IIe undertakes for £40 a year to pay Felons ten pence halfpenny 
a week; and find them ftraw : and to pay a Hulling a week to luch. 
Debtors as the Juftices fhall appoint. No Table of Fees. 

Great sessions always at Cowbridge. —The late Gaoler informed 
me, that an Exchequer Debtor confined ten years for feven pounds 
died in the Gaol juft before I was there. 


COUNTY 



South Wales Circuit. GLAMORGANSHIRE. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL aT COW BRIDGE. 


Besides the Old Room, there are two Rooms lately built in the 
Back-yard ; each fifteerr feet fquare. In them provifion is made for the 
circulation of air ; and there is now little danger of the Gaol-Fever; 
of which the Keeper told me, at my firll vifit, many had died: a 
man and woman about a year before; when himfclf and his daughter 
were alfo ill of it. No fewer : no water : no Court-yard; one may 
be eafily encloled from the Ground adjacent. No allowance. 
Keeper’s Salary ^'25 : 12 : o. 


1774 , 

1776, 


Aug. 19,7 
Sep. 6 , j 


No Prifoners. 


Pppa 
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TABLES 


RELATIVE TO 


FEES, NUMBERS OF CRIMINALS, &c. 


TABLE I. 

A LIST of FEES due to the Clerks of Assrzc of the feveral 
Circuits in England, and their Offices, from Prifoners charged 
with Felony—Burnt in the Hand—Whipped—Acquitted— 
Difcharged by Proclamation—or againft whom Bills are returned 
by the Grand-Jury not true Bills. 


HOME CIRCUIT, 

C 

5 . 

D. 

Burnt 'in the Hand — — — 

— 

4 

8 

Whipped — — — — 

— 

4 

8 

Acquitted — — — — 

— 

8 

4 

Difcharged by Proclamation — — 

— 

8 

4 

According every Ignoramus in Felony — — 

—- 

6 

4 

NORFOLK CIRCUIT, 

- 



Acquitted and Order of Delivery in Murder — — 

i 

8 

— 

The like in all other Felons — —- — 

i 

i 

4 

Order on Delivery on Proclamation — — 

— 

>5 

8 

Ditto on Ignoramus Bill — «— ■— 

— 

>3 

4 


MIDLAND 



TABLES 


MIDLAND CIRCUIT, 

r 

Acquitted and Difcharge Fee ift Murder 
The like in other Felons — 

Difcharge Fee according — 

Difcharge Fee or Proclamation 



£■ 


i 




5 . 

7 

6 

>3 


D. 

8 

8 

• 

4 


OXFORD CIRCUIT, 

For every Prifoner acquitted of Felony on one Indictment 
difeharged — — — 

For every Acquittal after the €rft — — 

For every Prifoner difeharged by Proclamation ' — 

Guilty Burnt in the Hand or Whipped and Difeharged — 



8 


9 


4 


8 


>4 


WESTERN CIRCUIT, 


Acquitted including Plea and Difcharge 
Ignoramus 13s. qd. and Difcharge 13 s. 4d. 
Difcharge by Proclamation — 

Conviction in Man-flaughter — 


t 10 
1 0 

- 17 


NORTHERN CIRCUIT, 

Not guilty Difeharged 
Difeharged by Proclamation 


5 

>4 


TABLE 
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TABLE II. 

t 

HOME CIRCUIT. 

TOTAL ACCOUNT of Prisoners Burnt in the Hand — 
Whipped — Acquitted — Dilcharged by Proclamation — or 
againfl whom Bills have been returned Not found — in the 
Counties of Hertford, Essex, Kent, Sussex and Surry - , 
for feven Years, from the Year 1764 10*1770 Inclulive, 



. 







C 

ri 

tn 


-a 

>-» ♦ 

C 





cv, 

Tah 


M £ 




c 

ra 

- 

cr 

t i 
«: 

^ O 

^ s 

Q *■* 

■ 

£ 

HEltTFC^fc) - 

9 

1 2. 

56 

47 

3 2 

■ 

Ii)StX - 

-’4 

3? 

7« 

62 

3 1 


K ENT - 

75 

■ 

1 3 2 

9* 

34 


Sussex — 

1 1 

•5 

23 

■ 

n 


Surry — 

40 

n 

1 2 4 

77 

’ + i 


Tot ;; 1 

'59 

s s 

3 S5 

293 

■ 

l- 

| »°59 
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.TABLE 

An ACCOUNT of the Number of Prisoners Tried and Acquitted— of Prifoners 
Sentenced to be Whipped and Difcharged—and of Prifoners Difcharged by 
the feveral Counties and Cities within the OXFORD CIRCUIT for 



Berkshire. 

Oxfordshire. 

Worcestershire, 

CityofWoRC ESTER-! 

Gloucestershire 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

i 

M 

S 

jt 

Vi 

S 

'3 

0 

w 

0 

55 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

tj 

to 

l* 

ce 

-C 

£ 

3 

TJ* 

§ 

5 

Q- 

IS 

* 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

’Difcharged by Proclamation. 

-d 

W 

to 

u 

rt 

S 

3 

X 

’3 

0 

0 

£ 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

'1765 

10 

2 

0 

3 

6 

0 

1 

3 

'4 

2 

2 

5 - 

♦ 

0 

0 

0 

12 

0 

I 

t 

1766 

11 

1 

2 

9 

8 

0 

0 

5 

18 

0 

0 

2 


0 

0 

0 

'7 

I 

0 

5 

1767 

10 

0 

I 

2 

16 

0 

2 

3 

M 

2 

3 

6 

2 

0 

0 

0 

l6 

0 

1 

; 

1768 

14 

0 

0 

7 

11 * 

0 

1 

6 

‘ 12 

I 

0 

1 

I 

0 

0 

l m 

20 

2 

I 

4 

1769 

4 

2 

0 

I 

7 

0 

0 

5 

12 

0 

0 

10 

I 

0 

0 

I 

10 

0 

0 

8 

1770 

3. 

0 

0 

4 

5 

0 

0 

4 

7 

« 

0 

■ 7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

I 

0 

7 

>771 

9 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

8 

1 

I 

7 

2 

0 

0 

0 

21 

I 

0 

2 

Total 

6l 

5 

3 

28 

56 

0 

4 

29 

85 

7 

6 

44 

9 

0 

0 

2 

106 

5 

3 

36 
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Convi&ed and Sentenced to be Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged— of Prisoners 
Proclamation—at the fcveral Assizes and General Gaol-deliveries held in and for 
Seven Years ending at Michaelmas 1771. 


CityofGi.oucEsrE s 

Monmouthshire. 

Herefordshire. 

Shropshire. 

Staffordshire. 

Net Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Dif harged. 

Whipped and Difcharged.' 


I 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

c 

.2 

rl 

E 

J2 

0 

0 

£ 

>. 

& 

-a 

0 

fco 

u 

d 

JZ 

5 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

--- -- 

Not Guilty Difcharged. 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

Whipped and Difcharged. 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

"3 

v 

to 

u 

-c 

£ 

5 

3 

CD 

0 

£ 

Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged. 

1 

Difcharged by Proclamation. 

2 

0 

O 

0 


■ 

0 

2 

'3 

1 

■ 

6 

10 

5 

B 

fl 

11 

n 

B 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 


0 

0 

I 

10 

1 

I 

3 

16 

0 

B 

H 

22 

1 

1 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

9 

O 

■ 

H 

II 

I 

1 

8 

20 

* 

3 

8 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1 

0 

2 

n 

/ 

a 

0 

B 

10 

3 

2 

3 

• 22 

B 

1 

7 

I 

0 

0 

0 

7 

1 

0 

3 

6 


0 

2 

12 

1 

2 

B 

10 

B 

0 

8 

I 

0 

0 

3 

.5 

0 

° 

4 

•5 

fl 

a 

3 

1+ 

I 

3 

fl 

7 

1 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

0 

6 

8 

I 

1 

4 

4 

0 

0 

1 

20 

2 
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■ 

6 

0 

0 

1 

35 

3 

0 

20 

1 

6tf 

5 

0 

33 

77 

11 

7 

49 

112 

11 

5 

4 ) 


Total. Not Guilty Dilchargcd ... - 615 
Burnt in the Hand and Difcharged 47 
Whipped nrd Difcharged ... 28 

Difcharged by 1 'roclamaticn - - 293 


O (i a 


Great Total 983 
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TABLE IV. 

ABSTRACT of Sir Stephen Theodore Janssen’s TABLE of Criminals 
Condemned; Executed; and Pardoned; at the Old Bailey, London. 



Condemned. 

Executed. 

Pardoned &c. 

Peace 1749 

61 

44 

>7 

, 7 S° 

84 

5 6 

28 

1751 

85 

63 

22 

175Z 

5 Z 

47 

5 

1 7 5 3 

57 

4 * 

16 

*754 

5 ° 

34 

16 

*755 

39 

21 

18 


-. 428 

— 3°6 

■ -- 122 

Peace J 




and 1 1756 

j® 

>3 

>7 

War J 




War 1757 

37 

26 

I I 

*758 

32 

20 

I 2 

> 759 . 

‘5 

6 

9 

1760 

H 

10 

4 

1761 

22 

>7 

5 ■ 

1762 

z 5 

>5 

10 

War 1 




and i 1763 

61 


29 

Peace J 

- 236 

- ‘39 

- 97 

Peace 1764 

5 Z 

3 1 

21 

• >765 

4 > 

26 

>5 

1766' 

39 

20 

>9 

1767 

49 

22 

2 7 

‘ 1768 

54 

Z 7 

27 . 

1769 

7 > 

2L 

47 

1770 

9 * 

49 

42 

1771 
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34 

26 


- 457 

- 233 

— 224 


—- 

—- 

—. 


1121 

678 

443 


Of 




TABLES. 


Of 120 §eflions in the 15 Years of Peace (8 in a year) only one was Maiden; in 1749. 
Of the 64 Seflions in the 8 Years of War, nine were Maiden. 


• 

Mur¬ 

der. 

Iloufe- 

breaking 

High¬ 

way. 

Horfe- 

ftealing. 

For¬ 

gery. 

Coin¬ 

ing. 

Return¬ 
ing from 
Tranf- 
port- 
ation. 

Defraud¬ 

ing 

Credi¬ 

tors. 

Shop¬ 
lifting 
Riot 
and 12 
other 
Crimes. 

Total. 

Sentenced to Death - 

81 

208 

362 

90 

95 

1 I 

3 ' 

3 

24-0 

I 121 

Executed . 

72 

118 

251 

22 

1 ‘ 

10 

22 

3 

109 

678 

Pardoned, Tranfported, -a 
or died in Gaol - 5 

9 

90 

111 

68 


1 

9 

■ 

• 3 i 

443 


Sir Stephen intending a Lift only of thofe who were 
in his Table a Column for Tranlport Convi&s. But at 

notes that there were 

condemned to die, has not 

the bottom of the Sheet he 

Tranfported for feven or fourteen Years 

5199 

To which Number he adds 


Tranfported by the King’s Mercy 
after receiving Sentence of Death - 

| 40t 

• 

Total Tranfports 

5600 

The fecond Number of Tranfports 401 is, doubtlefs, 

part of the Number 443, 


the laft of the three Totals above. 


Q.qq 2 
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TABLE V. 

An ACCOUNT of the Number of Criminals Condemned to Death j 

Executed ; and Sentenced to Tranfportation : with their refpeftivc Offences : from the Year 
175010 1772 Inclufive; within the leveral Counties &c. in the NORFOLK CIRCUIT'. 
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TABLE VI. ■ 

An ACCOUNT of the Number of Criminals Condemned to Death j 
Executed ; and Sentenced to Tratifportation : with their refpedtive Offences : from the Year 
1750 to 1772 Jnclufive ; within the feveral Counties &c. in the MIDLAND CIRCUIT. 


Years. 
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3 Z 

5 

5° 

1 75 1 
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4 

5 

-- 

3 

— 
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»3 

3 

47 

1752 

-- 

® • 

2 

- 

I 

l6 

— 

— 

3 

2 3 

3 

45 

175 ! 

- 

- 

8 

1 

I 

'7 

* 

- 

1 

2 9 

I 

58 

>754 


I 

3 


- 

20 

- 

- 

4 

z 9 

4 

63 

>755 

__ 

2 

4 

2 

3 

IO 

-- 

- 

4 

2 S 

6 

44 

1756 

2 

- 

1 

4 

1 

>7 
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4 

3° 

6 

44 

'757 

- 

- 

2 

3 

I 

>4 

— 

2 

— 

22 

4 

60 

5-n 

00 

- 

I 

5 

5 

- 

*9 

I 

— 

4 

35 

6 

54 

>759 

- 

4 

4 

- 

1 

l6 

1 

2 

3 

3 1 

9 

43 

I 760 

- 

■ 

I 

- 

- 

I 2 

- 


I 

1 5 

2 

3 2 

1761 

I 

2 

3 

I 


6 

— 

- 

I 

1 5 

s 

zS 

1762 

- 

2 


- 

- 

8 

— 

I 

-- 

I I 

4 

23 

1763 

- 

I 

4 

I 

I 

9 

3 

I 

3 

z 3 

»4 

45 

.764 

- 

.3 

6 

I 

- 

*4 

- 

— 

1 

2 5 

1 I 

63 

1 76 5 

-- 

3 

4 

5 

1 

9 

— 

— 

-- 

22 

7 

62 

1766 

-- 

I 

4 

2 

4 

12 

- 

— 

3 

26 

4 

63 

1767 

-- 

2 

4 

6 

- 

I I 

— 

— 

— 

2 3 

6 

45 

176.5 

— 

- 

2 

2 

> 

‘7 

« 

— 

— 

2 3 

2 

49 

1769 
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5 

I 

- 

IO 

-- 

— 

5 

z 3 

6 

37 

1770 

- 

2 

3 

- 

* 

6 

- 

— 

I 

« + 

4 

45 

' 77 ' 

-- 

- 

- 

3 

— 

6 

— 

- 

1 

9 

2 

36 

■ 77 2 

— 

I 

5 

2 

- 

I I 

- 

- 

1 

20 

2 

21 

Total 

4 

3 ° 1 

so 

49 

20 j 

279 

8 

6 

1 

42 « 

5 18 

n6 

1057 
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TABLE VII. 

FELONS delivered from NEWGATE to be transported 



ESS ION S< 
January 

February 

April 

May 

July 

September 

Odober 

December 


January 

February 

April 

May 

July 

September 

October 

December 


. January 
February 
April 
May 
July 

September 

Odober 

December 



79 


Great Total 11 










































CONCLUSION. 


I T was once my .intention to have published the preceding 
account of Englilh Pril'ons,'* without any of the intro¬ 
ductory matter which compofes the former part of this 
Volume. But thinking, from a dole attention to the l'ub- 
jcelt, that it was in my power in fomc initanccs to fugged: 
remedies to the evils which I had been witnefs of j and 
aware of the common proverbial objection “ that it is ealier 
.to find faults than to mend them;” I imagined I Ihould be 
culpable in' fupprelTing any thing which might conduce to 
improvement in a’matter L had lb much at heart. 

A person of more ability, with my knowledge of facts, 
would have written better: but my ambition was not the 


* My Readers will obferve that I do not give this as an accountof every fingte Prifon 
ill the Kingdom. Some, doubtlcfs, have efcaped my refearches ; for it was only by 
afliduous enquiries in my frequent journeys that I was able to discover all thofe I have 
mentioned. It will readily be conceived, however, that thofe 1 have miffed mull be 
of very {"mall confcqucnce. 


fame 



4 S8 


CONCLUSION. 

fame of an Author. Hearing the cries of the miferable, 
I devoted my time to their relief. In order to procure it, 
I made it my Bufinefs to collect materials, the authen¬ 
ticity of which could pot be dilputed. For the warmth 
of fome expreflions where my fubject obliges me to com¬ 
plain, and for my eagernefs to remove fhe ieveral griev¬ 
ances, my only apology mult be drawn from the deep 
uiftrefs of the fufferers, and the imprelfions the view of it 
excited in me—impreflions too ftrong tb be effaced by any 
length of time! 

What I have propofed throughout my work is liable, I 
am fenlible, to fome objections; and thefe will, doubtlcls, be 
heightened by the cavils of thole whole intereft it is to pre¬ 
vent the reformation of abufes on which their eafe or emo¬ 
lument may depend. Yet I hope not to be entirely deferted 
in the conflict: and, if this publication lhall have any effect 
in alleviating the dillreffes of poor Debtors and other Prilon- 
ers—-in procuring for them cleanly and wholefome abodes ; 
and thereby exterminating the Gaol-fever, which has lb 
often fpread abroad its dreadful contagion — in abolilhing, 
or at leafl: reducing, the oppreflive fees of Clerks of Afiize, 
and of the Peace; and checking the impolitions of Gaolers, 
and the extortion of Bailiffs—in introducing a habit of in- 
dullry in our Bridewells ; and retraining the Ihocking 
debauchery and immorality which prevail in our Gaols and 
other Prifons — if any of thefe beneficial confequences lhall 


accrue. 



CONCLUSION. 


accrue, the writer will be ready to indulge himfelf with the 
pleating thought of not having lived without dofng fome 
good to his fellow-creatures; and will think himfelf abun¬ 
dantly repaid for all the pains h<* has taken, the time he has 
fpent, and the hazards he has undergone. 

Nothing effe&ual will, however, I am perfuaded, be 
done in reforming the date of our Prifons, till a thorough 
Parliamentary Inquiry concerning them be fet on foot, on 
which may be grounded one comprehenjive Statute for their 
general regulation. Should this be undertaken, I would 
cheerfully (relying Hill on the protedion of that kind hand 
which has hitherto preferved me, and to which I defire to 
offer my mod thankful acknowledgments!) devote my time 
to one more extenfive foreign journey, in which the PruJ)ian 
and Aujlrian Territories, and the mod confiderable free 
Cities of Germany would probably afford fome new and 
ufeful lights bn this important national concern. 


Rrr 
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— Bridewell - - 253* 
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Essex - _ 216. 

Etty, Mr. Lefl'ee, Jet* - 316. 

Exchequer DcLtors, no bail for 11. 

- . . one ten years in • 

Gaol - - 474. 

- Writs, part of the 

form of - 345. 

■ . ■■■■■■ ... . fulpicions con¬ 

cerning - - ibid. 

Executions, few in Holland - 120. 

■ ..■ ■■■■ folemnity of abroad ibid. 

Exeter High Gaol - 371. 

- Sheriff’s Ward - 37 3. 

—— Bridewell - 376. 

« — ■— City Gaol - - 377. 

• . Lord, Proprietor - 310. 

Explanation of Tables - 1 . 5 . 7 . 


Extra-work, Prifoners fliould have 
profit of - 

F. 

Falmouth - - 383. 

Familhed, almoil, by negledt of 

Keeper, three Prifoners 231. 

——.. - fix Prifoners 338. 

Farming Provifion, acaufcof dillrefs 12. 
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Farming 
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Farming Provifion, refufed on de- 

tettion of abufc clfewhcre 468. 
Farifh, Mr, Chaplain, vilitedthofe 

fick of Gaol-Fever - 43 u 

Faitenings of curious contrivance 440. 
Fees, fliould be aboliflicd - 57. 

- Tables of fhould be hung up 63. 

• . what are legal - 149. 

lately raifed by Jullices .186. 

- paid by County - 223, 426. 

— abolifhed in Canterbury 

Bridewell - • - 225. 

a Table of dated 1603 - 259. 

' —. detention for - , 394. 

■ — lowered by Judges 265, 420. 


paid by Magillr 

AtCS 

- 

422. 

—— no Tabic 

of 

214, 

227, 

230, 

23G 

242, 

Z S 3 » 

26.2, 

267, 

268, 

2 ? 5 > 

281, 

285, 

2 93 . 

301, 

3 ^ 7 > 

309, 

3 IO » 

312, 

313 . 

3 *+» 

3 i 9 > 

320, 

329. 

34 z » 

347 » 

349 . 

35 6 ’ 

357 * 

3 > 8 , 

3 6 3 » 

3 6 9 - 

37 °’ 

372 , 

380, 

382 . 
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3S6, 

39 °> 

39 2 > 
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409, 

411, 
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439 > 

44 *» 

45 2 > 

461, 

462, 

4 6 3 » 

4 6 4 . 

466, 

•468, 

47 °» 

472 , 
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Feet of Piifoncrs fore and black 187. 
Felons, their allowance fcanty it. 

- chained at night to bed- 

Jleads - - 267. 

- lately cfcapcd - 312, 443. 

- — beg in the ilrccts at 

Chriflmas - 361, 372. 

—— lick, relieved by Recorder 436. 


Fenelon, quotation from - 68. 

Fenton, Mr. Recorder, his hu¬ 
manity - - 436. 

Fighting in Gaols to be punilhed 62. 
Fines, what Piifoncrs called fo 138. 

. • very mifcrablc - 344 < 468. 

- no County aM own nee to 344. 

Fire, Sheriff’s Oiliccr to attend at 130. 

-- efcapc from on the Leads 171. 

Fire-place necefiary in a Bridewell 
Firing given by. Gaoler to 

Common-fide Debtors - 373. 

—— and candles allowed in 

plenty - - 422. 

F ijhertcn-singer Gaol - 361. 

Fleet Prifoa - - 136. 

Flintshire - - 453. 

Flint County Gaol - ibid. 

Ftkmgbam Bridewell - 301. 

Food, want of in Bridewells 8. 

-in County Gaols 9. 

regulation of 60. 

Free ward, nccc/Tary for Common- 

fide Debtors - - 58. 

- none - 241, 312, 316, 

336, 409. 

•- a thorough-fare to other 

rooms 296. 

G. 

Gabriel, John, his donation and 

legacy - - 34c. 

GainJJcrou^b 
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Gainjhorougb Bridewell - 300. 

Gallcy-fl ives in France , com¬ 
mencement of their term 81. 

-in Bern, fo called 100. 

• --Ilonnetes 

and Defhonncttes - 109. 

Gaming, a bad cfillom in Prifons 26. 

- prohibited - 445, 450. 

Gaol, County, propofed plan of 42, 
- protcffedly not for Punish¬ 
ment at Utrecht - *131. 

Gaol-Committee, their Report of 
opinion of Judges againit Ironing 28. 
... - ■ . . their disappro¬ 
bation of Taps in a Prifon 51. 

- — - their Liil of 

Charities to the Fleet - 139. 

Gaol-Delivery, but once a year 30, 
258, 418, 422, 426, 431, 433. 

- - -once in 3 years 411. 

Gaol-Diilcmpcr, Stowe's account of 2. 

- ■ . dellroys more than 

are executed - - 17. 

-Spreads beyond the 

Prifon - • ibid. 

, , --- unknown in fome 


counti ies abroad - too. 




none 

in Ruflia 

ibid. 
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F.ngliSh Gaols 

1 , 3 ’ 

192 . 

212 , 

217 , 

219 , 

223 , 

226 , 

230 , 

2 33> 

242 , 

2 44> 

270 , 

293, 

322 , 

33'. 

34°’ 

34 2 » 

344. 

354> 

■ 3 5 7> 

3 6 4> 

3 6 5> 

382 , 

333. 

3«9. 

59°. 

402 , 

13 G 

44 °, 

444. 

475* 
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Gaoler, non-refident, a grievance 33. 

- his duty - • - 39. 

—— French, hanged for fuffer- 
1 ing a Prifoner to Slarve - 80 . 

- . .- ltridt regulations con¬ 

cerning - - 129. 

.. of two Gaols thirty-three 

years - - 297. 

— ; - four fucceflions of in the 

fame family - - 307- 

- forty-four years in office. 

Signs Rules and Orders, and 
requires Garnilh - 367. 

— - by Patent from Bilhop 416. 

•- paid by Hereditary Sheriff 333. 

Garni ill, explained - - 25. 

- forbidden in France S3. 

— - - a paper hung up demand¬ 

ing it - ■ 190, 217, 285. 

- forbidden by Jufliccs 332. 

——- required by a Gaoler 367. 

- --- required in an old Table 

of Fees - - 308. 

Garnish room - - 264. 

Gate-hou/e, If'eJiminJIrr - 193. 

Gne-va - - - 97, 

Gerrard, Sir Thomas, his charity 4,8. 
Ghent - - - 138! 

Gilpin,Bernard, preaches in Prisons 54. 
Glamorganshire - 473, 

Glafgo-v, Gaoler there ordered to 

fee every room daily - 33. 

- . — politcncfs of the Ma¬ 

gistrates - - ihJ* 

C i la i-. 
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(Jlafi; windows, improper in Gaols 

' 44 * 

Haflcdine, Thomas, his charities 

297. 

G i,oucesteHshirb 

343 - 

Hajlar Hofpital, Gaol-Fever there 

19. 

fr 

Gloucejier Cafllc 

ibid. 

Huverford fi'eft County Gaol 

465. 

i ' • f tT P — O rtl . 


——————— Town Gaol 

46 6 . 

Godolphin, Earl of. Proprietor 

35 °* * 
386. 

Haulton Caftle 

452. 

Go/port 

3 S 7 - 

Hayes, Thomas, Prifoner from 

Gould, Judge, fines a Gaoler 

Ecclefiallical Court 

cc 

oc 

for detaining acquitted Pri- 
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33 $- 

fonera 

-a 2 * 

Hereford County Gaol 

ibid. 

Grand ChateUt at Paris 

8z. 

■ - .—— Bridewell 

338 . 

Grate in floors 

45 - 

-- City Gaol ■ 

ibid. 

Groats, Debtors - ic 

>, 62. 

Herris, Elizabeth, her charity 

217. 

Groningen 

130. 

Hertfordshire 

21 I . 

Guildford Bridewell 

240. 

Hertford County Gnol 

ibid. 

Gwynn, Eleanor, her charity 209, 

. 2 3 +- 

-Bridewell 

2, 3 - 



Heydon, John, his legacy 

393 - 



Hinkley Bridewell 

279. 

H. 


Hitihin Bridewell 

Zl 3 ‘ 



Hobfon, Thomas, his charity 

251. 

Hague 

128. 

Hodgefion, Dr. his charity 

401. 

Halifax 

415. 

Holdernefs, l ; .arl of, Bodar 

227. 

Hallamfhire 

41 2. 

-Proprietor 

408, 

Haller, Dr. his opinion of our 

Hopital General near Paris 

92. 

Gaol-Fever 

103. 

Horde, Thomas, his charity not 

Hal fled Bridewell 

221. 

fully paid 

316. 

Hamburgh # - 

">• 

Horfham, Felons there near cfcaping 42. 

Hammocks hung to the ceiling 

186. 

- Gaol 

228. 

Hampshire 

353 - 

Bridewell 

230. 

Hanau . - - 

109. 

Huilh, George, Town Clerk, figr.s 

Hanover 

114. 

Table of Fees 

359 - 

Hanway, Mr. on feparate con- 

Hull, murderer there cleared 

by 

finement 

43 ’ 

delay of trial 

3 1 • 

Harle, Thomas, Gaoler, com- 

-— Gaol - - 

41 r. 

mended 

422. 

— Bridewell 

ibid. 



Huntingdon- 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE - ,245. 

Hum! ?*Jnn Gaol and Bridewell ibid. 
IlufTcy, Rebecca, her charity 295, 297. 
ITutchinfon, — ■ - Efq. his charity 
loll - 291. 

1 . 


Janitor appointed by Ct?nliable ap¬ 
points a deputy -• - 314.* 

ldiotsand Lunatics in Gac.'s 16,412,436. 
Idleuef,, ill vlfedls of in Prifons zo. 

- not permitted in Dutch 

Hour's of Corretlion - 12 ’. 

-— lamented by a Keeper 347. 

Idler, quotation from - 24. 

Jews, cxcufed from working on 

their Sabbath - - 1:4. 

ward. Poultry Cc.’.'ipfer 171. 

Ill language puniflied in Sheriffs 

Otlicors -» - 13°- 

Implements and Mateiials required 
in Bridewells by Act of Par¬ 
liament - - 7°- 

Infirmaries, ncceftary in Gaols 45. 

_— in Preach Gaols how 

fituated - - s 2- 

Infirmary, one room, inconve¬ 
nience of it - - 39®' 

Influenza prevailing, ncglcdled by 

Surgeon - - 449 * 

Infpedtors neceffary - - 96 . 

--at Mcntz - - i° 9 * 
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Inllrudtion, religious, given in 

Dutch Houles of Corredtion 122. 
John of Gaunt’s grant from 
* Edward III. - - 409. 

Ip/wich Gaol - - 263. 

- Bridewell - - 263. 

Ireland, no Tap in Gaols there 52. 
Irifh Adis concerning Prifons - 14, 

. 44, 52, 60, 6z, 70. 

Irons, ufed by fomc Gaolers from 

avarice - - 27. 

- not ufed in French Gaols 80. 

- ufed at Hamburgh - iij. 

1-. . - on French Prifoners - 134. 

- ufed in Bridewells 260, 267, 

3 > 4 . 3 Z £* 

- on a woman in Bridewell 267. 

.- .. . on women difufed - Z70, 

.- ordered to be taken oft' for a 

weekly payment - 299. 

luilicc, fpcedy, good cfFcdls of 99. 

juilices, bound to infpedl Bridewells 66. 
. fineablc if a Bridewell 

with a Court-yard be not 
provided - - 70. 

Juflitia, the Convidts on board 75. 

Ivelchejier County Gaol - 3®/ • 

K. 

Keeper, figns Thble of Fees - 190, 

244, 246, 437. 

-. above forty years - 336, 

Keeper’s 
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rage 


Face 

Keeper’s Freehold, a Bridewell 

Lancq/ler Caille 

435 - 

34 9 > 358 * 

43 *• 

Land-tax paid by Keeper 

295. 

—-’s Shop in a Bridewell 

34 s - 

Langton, Mrs. her charity 

43 s - 

Kempc, Frances, her charity loll 

J5 3. 

Latham, Peter, his charity 

43 s - 

Kendal County Bridewell 

434 - 

Lenin. IJlcn 

38.. 

• Town Gaol 

ibid. 

Ltiujhnne 

99. 

Kent 

222. 

Leivcnham Bridewell 

2 66 . 

Kidcots , Gaol fo called 

404. 

Laavf'ord’ s-gatc, Bi ijiol 

346. 

King, Proprietor 294, 296, 344, 

443 - 

Laws made by Prifoners 

164. 

’$ Bounty offered to Cornwall 

382. 

Lawfon, Mrs. •her charity 

401. 

—. *s Evidence fhould be confined 


* Lit d. ( } vrkjhirci 

411. 

feparate 

44 - 

*—— Duke of. Proprietor 

4 1 5 - 

King, Lord Chancellor, his decla¬ 


Legacies, lilts of ncceffary 

63, 

ration againlt feverity 

28. 

.- --- care of required 

by the 

King’s Bench Prifon 

196. 

Aft 32d George ( 1 . 

ibid. 
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from Lincoln Caille 

297. 

•- antient table of 

379 - 

Kingjlon Bridewell 

237 - 

- loll 234, 255, 

291, 297, 

.. Town Gaol 

239. 


405, 4* s - 

Kingjlon upon Hull (fee Hull). 


- no memorial of 

249, 

Knarejlorougb Honour and Forcft 

409. 

267, 270, 297, 336, 

340, 351, 


410. 

3 r >2, 3 6 7 > e s 3 > 393 » 

403, 418. 

... ■ 1 Town Gaol - . 

ibid. 

Leicestershire 

- 276. 

Knights, Efquires, Gentlemen, 


Liiccjlcr County Gaol 

ibid. 

Yeomen, different rates of 


- County Bridewell 

279. 

board and lodging 398, 

419. 

-.. Borough Gaol 

280. 



-.Town Bridewell 

281. 



Leavarden 

L 31 - 

L. 


Leaves Bridewell - , 

230. 



Licences to fell Liquor, pernicious 

Ladbroke, Sir Robert, letter to 


effects of in Gaols 

5 °. 

him quoted 

L 3 - 

Lincolnshire 

295. 

X. A Nl'ASHIRt 

43 5 - 

Lincoln Caille 

- ibid. 
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Lincoln City Gaol 

3 03 - 

Malt ground in a Prifon 

347 - 

Lind, Dr. on fpread of Gaol-Fever 

Mancbejler - • - 

439 - 

in the navy 

19. 

Manheim * - 

112. 

Linen, charity of to Prifoners in 

ALirlborongh 

365- 

Paris 

84. 

Alarjbalfea 

203. 

- clean, weekly, to Prifoners 

- allowance to from Lincoln 

abroad - 84* 113, 137, 

141. 

Callle 

297. 

Litchfield 

329 - 

Mailer ofWorkhoufe Keeper ofi 

a 

Litter, &c. a nuifancc in Piifons 

60. 

Bridewell - 279, 319, 

441. 

Li verpool - - 

44°. 

Matron at Blackfryars Bridewell 

l 79 ‘ 

London - 

1 5 V 

- Clerben-ivcll ditto 

186. 

Lcji-ivithiel - - - 

386. 

- to the fick 

2 55 - 

L nilgaic, new 

166. 

Mats to Beep on - 226, 

277. 

LndL-'v 

334 - 

- on Bcdfleads 

279. 

Luinley, Lady, her charity 

401. 

M, chlin 

» 37 - 

Lunatic, in a Bridewell 260, 

412. 

Medicines, Cordial better than 

. many years in a Gaol 

fam¬ 

Sudorific in Gaol-Fever 

244. 

J.tuu nburg - - 

ily. 

Melton Mo-ivbrny Bridewell 

279. 

Lynn Regis - - 

262. 

Aleut z 

to?. 

Lyons, bad dungeons at 

95 - 

Merionethshire 

4 fi 3 - 

——- cxtellcnt Hofpital at 

96. 

AltddL-.eicb 

447 - 



Minillcr of Pariilr in Ireland to 



take care of Allowance 

62. 

M. 


Mold Great Seilions, conveyance to 



at Gaoler’s expenfe 

454 - 

M, cl , field Prifun 

451. 

Monmouthshire 

339 - 

- — Bridewell 

452. 

Monmouth County Gaol 

ibid. 

Magiilrates, faulty in not infpc&ing 

Montague, Duke of, Conitable 

3 , 4 * 

Prifons 

67. 

Montgomeryshire 

459 - 

. - — inl'peift weekly at 


Montgomery County Gaol 

ibid. 

Ghent 

140. 

■ . City Bridewell 

460. 

Matdjlone Gaol 

222, 

Mops, Brooms, &c. allowed 

422. 

— - Bridewell 

225. 

Morals, vitiated in Prifons 

If. 

MuijOf. dcfuie, at Ghent 

I40. 

Morp'eth County Gaol 

4 - 5 ' 



Morpeth 
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Morpeth County Bridewell 

428. 

Norwich City Bridewell - 

260. 

Mortality / Bill of at A in ft er dam 

124. 

Number of Prifoners in England 


Mounfcy, Dr. found no Gaol- 


and Wales 

35 - 

Fever in Ruflia 

IfO. 

-150 lately in 




a Town Gaol 

275. 



■ ■ . 236 fent to a 


N. 


Bridewell ia 4 iix years 

301. 



— —..572 ditto in 


Newark 

294. 

eight years and a half 

347 - 

Newcajilt upon ’Tyne Newgate 

421. 

- of Petty Offenders in 



42+. 

. three years . - 230, 320, 

376 . 

1 - fmall Gaol 

ibid. 

Nunnery, infane men and aged 


Newgate 

151. 

women maintained in one 

I4O. 

Newport Bridewell (EJjfcx) 

220. 



( Jjle of Wight) 

35 8 - 



■■■" ..Gaol (ditto) 

ibid. 

O. 


New Prifon , Clerkenwcll 

1 8 I. 



Night charges - • 181, 

185. 

Oakham County Gaol 

306. 

Nimeguen 

, 3 I * 

Oath, folemn form of 

102, 

Norfolk 

254. 

Odiam 

3 c ~ 

—■ ■ ■ Duke of. Proprietor 

412. 

Oet.igon.il Iloufe of Correction 

140. 

Norman, Francis, four years Lift 

Officer a Keeper (fee Sheriff’s Officer). 

of his Prifoners 

34 8 - 

Oufe Bridge Gaol 

404. 

Norney, John, his legacy 

445 - 

Oven, neceftary in a Gaol 

4;. 

Northamptonshire 

303. 

—— room called fo 

43 5 * 

Northampton County Gaol 

ibid. 

Oxfordshire 

3 * 5 T- 

• '» ■ ■ - Town Gaol 

3 ° 9 * 

Oxford Caflle 

ibid. 

Northumberuxd 

425. 

. City Gao! 

3 * 6 . 

Nottinghamshire 

287. 

• 


Nottingham County Gaol 

ibid. 

p. 


- — Town Gaol 

292. 



-Bridewell - 

2 93 - 

Padlocks on Bridewell Prifoners 

266. 

Norwich Caftle 

254. 

Parliament, French, takes care of 

• - 1 — City Gaol 

=sr- ' 

Prifons 

88. 


Patronefs 
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Patronefs to French Prifons - 84. 

Peacock, Mr. his legacy, no 

memorial - - 405. 

Peat, the only allowance - 432. 

Pelham, Charles Anderfon, Efq. 

Proprietor - - 403. 

Pemberton, John # his charity 264. 
Pembrokeshire - - 465. 

Pembroke, Lord, pays a legacy 362. 
Penryn - - 386. 

Peu~ance Town Gaol - 385. 

- Prifon for Petvwitb - ibid. 

Perjury uncommon - - 103. 

Peterborough Gaol - - 310. 

— . . Bridewell - ibid. 


Petty, Sir William, mentions Bill 

of Mortality in Amilerdam 124. 

Petty Offenders in Gaols, becaufe 

Bridewells infecure - 69. 

Pet worth Bridewell - - 230. 

'Pevcrtl Court of Record - 294. 

Phyfician for Nc^vgate and the two 

Compters propofed - 57. 

Pitt, Mofes, his “ Cry of the 

Opprcfled ” quoted - 277. 

Plan of a County Gaol - 42. 

Plymouth - - 3 ^°" 

Pontefrafi, Liberty of the Honour 413. 

Pool (Dorfetjbire) Town Gaol 370. 

__ _ _._ Bridewell ibid. 

* — (Montgomery(hire) Great Seflions 
there, Conveyance at Gaoler’s 
expen fe - - 460. 

Popham, Mr. his two Bills - 3. 
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Portland, Duke of. Proprietor 286. 
Portfmouth - • 

Poultry Compter 
Preacher, not in Orders 
Prejleign 
Prejlon 

Pringle, Sir John, notes the fpread 

of Gaol-DifHmper - 19. 

Prifoncrs, of different forts, not 

feparated - - 16. 

- weakened by confinement 39. 

- checked in fending out 

for liquor and other ncceffaries 50. 

- almoll ftarved by Gaoler’s 

farming allowance - 472. 

.—— of war, liberal allowance to 21. 

— -- how treated by the 

French, lad war - 22. 

Prifon, none where Aflize 234, 388. 

. .— • QuarterScfhon 238. 

Prifons, not for Punifhmcnt 38. 

Private Property of Gaols, bad 3^. 

Profit of Work in Bridewells, to 

common dock - - 73. 

.— . . . . . to Keeper 

214, 238. 

— - -- - - to Prifoners 

215, 221. 

.— - --- ■ half to ditto 

256, 266, 313, 314, 334. 
..—- ■ • . three quar¬ 
ters to ditto - - 301. 

— ... for 3 years 

not 20 lhillings a year 230. 

Proprietors 


T 11 


3 59 - 

170. 

, 9 °> 33 -- 
470. 

- 439 - 
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Proprietors of Gaols 189, 214, 252, 
267, 2^6, 294, 310, 314, 349, 

35 6 * 363. 37 1 * 3 8 S* 3 8 6 , 403, 

407, 408, 409, 412, 413, 415,, 

4 T 7 » 433 . 4 S 1 * 4 S 2 - 

Proteftants cxcufed from Mafs 81. 
Provinces, French, Prifons in 94. 
Public houfes, not to be frequented 

by Sheriff’s Officers - 130. 

" one room of, a Prifon 359. 
Pump, put down by Gaoler, how 

repaid - - 351. 

CL 

Quakers room - - 436. 

Quarrels, how to be deckled 63. 

Quarter Seflions, crowded with 

Prifoners* - - 238. 

—. - . where no Prifon ibid. 

Queftion, (fee Torture). 


R. 


Radnorshire 

- 47 °- 

Raikes, Mr. relieves diftreiled Fines 344. 

Rafp-houfe at Amjierdam 

- 1 25. 

Reading County Gaol 

- 3 * *• 

. . ■ Bridewell 

- 3 » 3 - 

'—-Town Gaol 

- ibid. 

Reed, Hefter, her legacy 

- 379 - 

Rent paid by Keeper 

- 348. 
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Rent paid by Keeper and refunded 


172, 175. 

Richmond (Yorkjhire) - 408. 

. — Duke of, a£live inbuild- 

ing a new Gaol - 229. 

.. . —. doubles allowance 

at a Bridewell «. - 231. 

Rigby, Abigail, her legacy - 438. 

—— Henrietta, ditto - ibid. 

Rippon t - - 408. 

1 ■ Liberty , - - 409. 

Rivers, German Prifons built near 105. 
Rocheflcr City Gaol - - 227. 

Rothcram, Dr. Phyfician, com¬ 
mended - - 422. 

Rothwel/ - - - 413. 

Rotterdam - - - 133- 


-■ Pell-houfe there - ibid. 

Rouquet, Rev. Mr. commended 392. 
Rules, fhould be hung up - 69. 

. in French Prifons, how made 

known - „ - 85. 

- hung at every door in a 

Prifon - - - 113. 

—— good ones - - ibid. 

- or Liberty of a Prifon 156, 196, 

386, 422, 468, 469. 
Rutlandshire - - 306. 

Ruthin County Gaol - 456. 

Ryegate , no Prifon, yet Quarter 

Seflion there - 238. 

S. 

St. Alban’s Borough Gaol - 214. 

.. . Liberty Gaol - ibid. 

St. Alban'% 



I N D E X. 



Page 

St. Alban’s Bridewell 

215. 

• 

St. Briavel's Gaol 

349 - 

St. Catharine’s Prifon 

191. 

St. Crofs’s Hofpital, Dole of Bread 354. 

St. George’s Fields Bridewell 

236. 

St. Peter’s Gaol, York 

407. 

Salary raifed for al*>lifhcd fees 

225. 

— receipts given for more 


than received 

349 - 

Salijbury County Gaol 

360. 

- City Gaol. 

363- 

- Bifhop of. Proprietor 

ibid. 

- Lord, Proprietor 

2J4. 

Savil, Sir George, his charity 

401. 

Sa-zjoy - 

192. 

Scarf dale Hundred 

286. 

Scorbut, a difeafe in French Prifons 

83. 

Scotch Prifoners, hard condition of 

at Carlijle 

432. 

Seldon, Laurence, and Wife, 


their legacies 

379 - 

Separation of men and women 

neceffary 

44. 

-- of Debtors and Felons 

neceffary 

46. 

Sewer, want of in Gaols 

14. 

... uncovered through a Gaol 

410. 

Sheffield , for Hallamjhire 

412. 

— - Town Gaol 

ibid. 

Shepton Mallet 

39 °- 

Sherborn - 

269. 

Sheriff of Town, Keeper 

469. 

Sheriff’s Officer, fltould not be 


Gaoler 

S 3 - 


T t 
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Sheriff’s Officer, Keeper 236, 253, 

z6 4 > 357 > 39 °> 3 <fl» 4 °S> tr-- 
Sherwin, John Efq. his charity 290. 

#Shew, part of a Prifon fo called 379. 

Sbre-ivJLury County Gaol - 330. 

. Bridewell - 334. 

Shropshire - - ibid. 

Sick Prifoners, car.. of at Bruges 137. 


;————• irons taken off from 223. 

— . — neglected by Sur¬ 
geon - - 264, 449. 

— —. . . 7 s. a week allowed 

tp Gaoler for their diet - 288. 

. - . . 6 d. a day allowed 

them - - 320. 

-proper diet allowed 

them - - - 331. 

■ . . - . in Bridewells, an 

Aft for their relief - 9, 

- - ■— .— • ■ . — ..'i faid 

not to be included in late ACt 369. 
Situation proper for a Prifon - 40. 

. a good one rejetted 273. 

Skeleton with chains, found - 317. 

Small-Pox', fatal in Gaols 267, 277, 316. 
Smith, Mr. his legacy - 362. 

Soke, Liberty, its extent - 310. 

— . Gaol for - - ibid. 

Solitude beneficial in Prifons 43. 

Solitary cells, their effeCt on 

malefactors - - 152. 

Solot burn - - - 103. 

Somersetshire - - 3S7. 

Southampton Bar-gate - 35 ^* 

t 2 Southampton 
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Southampton Gaol 358 - 

Bridewell 359. 

South-atari, Surry Gaol 23z. 

Soutb'ivell Bridewell 293. < 

Spalding Bridewell - 301. 

Speftator, Quotation from 59. 

Spin-houft at Amjierdam , 127. 


Spirituous Liquors, fine for not 

hanging up Claufes again!! . 64. 
. . . . . ■ inftanccs of Claufes 


againftnothungup, (fee Claufes). 
-—— fine on Gaolers who 


fell them 

- 

ibid. 

■ ■■■■ on any who bring them ibid. 

Stable Ihould be made a Day-room 

258, 


361, 

388. 

Staffordshire 

- 

326. 

Stafford County Gaol 

- 

ibid. 

-Bridewell 

- 

3 Z 9 - 

Stamford 

- 

301. 

Star-chamber Prifoners, 

whither 

fent 


.56. 

State Houfe, lo called, in 

1 King’ 

s 

Bench Prilon 

- 

197. 

Stepney Manor, its extent 

- 

189. 

Stove to every room in a Prifon 

99. 

Strafurg, Debtors aliment there 

107. 

Straw, want of in Prifons 

- 

> 5 - 


■ — 8 — andbedding, ffeeBt dding). 

- paid for per load by County 255. 

—— ordered by Matron - ibid. 

- plenty becaufe not farmed 327. 

-- a legacy for it - 401. 

Stream of water, beneficial in Gaols 41. 


l’age 

Sudbury ' - - 268. 

Suffolk - - 263. 

Sunday dinner, an encouragement 61. 

.. . no vifitors admitted on 101. 

— ■ ■ - allowance on, to prevent 

working - » 251. 

Surgeon, his duty * - - 56. 

• . excufed from attending 

Gaol-Fever in Dungeons 372. 
Surry * - 232. 

Sussex - 228. 

Sauaffham Bridewell - 260. 


T. 


Tap, Ihould not be held by Gaoler 

or Turnkey - - 50. 

. not held by Gaolers - 52. 

Tapfter holds rooms which he lets _ 
to Prifoncrs - - 157. 

Tarras floors -• 283, 296. 

Talk, weekly, of Weavers - 143. 

Taunton County Bridewell - 389. 

- fatal Affize there - iS. 

Taylor, Elizabeth, her legacy loft 405. 

Thame Bridewell - - 319. 

Thanet, Earl of. Hereditary Sherift' 433. 
Thetfor'd ■ 261, 

Thirjh - 402. 

Thomfon quoted in praife of 

Gaol-Committee - 28. 

Thornhill, Mrs. her charity 401. 
Thynne, Thomas, Efq. his legacy 362. 


Tiffin, 
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Tiflot, Dr. his opinion of our 

Gaol-Diltcmper 

99 * 

‘ Toes, rotted off in Gaol 

39 * 

Torture, difufed 

114. 

—. a vile engine for 

115. 

Tot hill-fields Bridewell 

193. 

1 Tower Hamlets G a<#l 

191. 

Town-Clerk figns Table of Fees 

359 * 

Town-Hall ufed by Debtors 

214. 

Tranfports, the Coutraftors Pro¬ 


perty , 

148. 

- • . numerous in the Savoy 


and occafioning difeafe 

192. 


their Fees paid by the 


l’jge 

Turnkeys fhould not be Prifoners 52. 

H-——* numerous in • French 

Prifons - - yg. 

. have no Fees in France 80. 

Turnftiles and low gates at French 

Prifons - - 79. 

U. 

Ufl County Bridewell - 342. 

Utrecht - - 131. 


County - - 223. 

-have County bread, 

and King's allowance 223, 288. 
—— from Quarter Seflions 
allowed by County, as from 
Aflize by the King - 228, 331. 

- not the King’s allow- 


ance 31?, .416, 426, 431, 

43 6 » 

444, 468. 



380. 

- - — chained to the floor 

for attempting efcapc 

417. 

-ditto for fufpicion 

426. 

■■ ■■——• kept long in Prifon 

ibid . 

— : — eloathed by County 

ibid. 

Truro 

385. 

Tub, inconvenient to bathe in 

288. 

Turfs, part of Keeper’s pay 

412. 

Turnkeys, their number Ihould be 


increafed 

29 


V. 


Vagrant Aft 17th George Ii. 


quoted 

- 

66 . 

Varying Towns where Affixes are 

held, a grievance 

- 

29. 

Ventilators, ncceflary in Gaols 

45 - 

■■ in Gaols 178, 

223, 

244, 


322, 

33 ‘* 

Vermin, a Prifoner disfignred by 

410. 

Verfes, over Debtors grate 

- 

312. 

Vilain, Count, his book 

- 

144. 

Vi If or de , large Prilbn there 
Vifitants, keep. Priloners 

from 

‘ 35 * 

Chapel 

- 

55 * 

a number at (kittles 
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Whitechapel Prifon 

189. 

1 ! 'airfield r 

- 

402J 

Whitehaven Town Gaol 

432 . 

Walling fiord 

« 

3 > 4 - 

White Lion Prifon, an ancient name 234. 

Walter, John Rolle, Efq 

Pro 

« 

Whitewashing &c. before late Adi 

392. 

prietor 

- 

37 *- 

--neglcdied 171, 186, 

206. 

Warrington Bridewell 

- 

441. 

Wickednefs in Prifons, and fpre ad 


Warwickshire 

- 

269. 

from them « 

20. 

Warwick County Gaol 

- 

ibid. 

Wild beafts drawing a waggon. 


-Bridewell 

- 

272. 

has relief of - 108, 

I 2 S- 

Wattling Wards daily, not 

dan- 


Williamfon, Sir Hedworth, per¬ 


gerous 

- 

58. 

petual Sheriff by Bifliop’s 


Water, want of in Prifons 

- 

12. 

Patent 

4 * 7 - 

———— three pints a day allowed 

ibid. 

Wiltshire 

360. 

- fhould be freely acceffible 

59 - 

Winchefter County Gaol 

353 - 

— . paid for by Keeper 

186, 

*9 4 - 

-- College allowance 

354 - 

——— inftances where not ac- 


■-Prifon for Debtors 

356* 

cefiiblc 213, 214, 

21$, 

220, 

-Bifliop of. Proprietor 

ibid. 

221, 22$, 226, 227, 

23 °, 

2 5 », 

- Bridewell 

ibid. 

253, 261, 262, 266, 

268, 

279 , 

' Wincbcomb 

349 - 

285, 286, 300, 301, 

3 ° 4 > 

3 ° 9 » 

Windows, high ones proper 

*» 3 - 

3 H» 3 * 9 > 3 2 °> 3 * 9 > 

338 , 

346 , 

- Gaoler’s, looking ‘to 


347 , 3 +S, 349 » 358 , 

3 6 3 * 

3 b 5 , 

Felons court t 220, 283, 

474 * 

37 °» 377 » 3 3o » 3 82 » 

385* 

394 . 

Window-tax, one caufo of clofe 


397 , 4 ° 3 » 4 ° 7 » 4 ° 9 > 

410, 

4 ", 

rooms 

14. 

412, 426, 429, 439, 

45 >« 

458 , 

..* paid by Keepers 

1 7 S’ 

464, 466,.468, 469, 

472 , 

475 - 

186, 189, 194, 209, 322, 

325 , 

--— none but in a flood 

- 

405. 

361, 384, 386. 


Weights, leaden, fattened 

to re- 


Windfor Cattle 

314. 

fradtory Prifoners 

- 

451. 

■ - Town Gaol 

ibid. 

Well, grand one in a French Prifon 92. 

Wijleach Bridewell 

2 53 - 

Wills, Aflize, no Prifon 

- 

388. 

Witney Bridewell 

3 ‘ 9 - 

Westmorland 

- 

433 - 

Wives and children in Prifons 

33 - 

Weymouth, Lord, pays a legacy 

362. 



White, Sir Thomas, his legacy 

336 . 

ones 

118. 

11 Alderm, of York, his charity 401. 

Wives 
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Wives and children in no Dutch 


Prilons - - 121. 

. . ... . .— in the Fleet 160. 

— . . . . . . in the King’s 

Bench - - 198. 

Wolverhampton Bridewell - 329. 

Women-felons flioffld be feparate 

from Men - - 44. 

’ — . . feparated from Men 

in French Prifoits - 82. 

. keep Foreign Prifons • 

clean - - 108. 

■ . ■ modeft, complain of bad 

companions - - 206. 

- feparated from Men in 

Bridewell - 178, 185,. 


23°, 236, 237. 

- many, yet Prifon dirty 376. 

. debtors, in feparate rooms 413. 

• — - not feparated from 

~*iVfm though many rooms 431. 
Woodbridge Bridewell - 266. 

Wooden bars, obftruCt air - 223. 


Wood-Jlreet Compter - - 174, 

WooJlen Manufacture in Dutch 

Houfes of Correction - 121. 

-- Manufacturer Keeper of 

Bridewell - 376, 428. 


Worcestershire 


Worcejle j» Caftle 

■ Bridewell 

■ City Gaol 

Work in Bridewells neceflary 

.... - conltant, yet Prifon 

maintained by it 


not 
1 1 3 > 


321. 

ibid. 

3 2 3 - 

324- 

70. 


I23. 


Page 

Work in a Bride well 179,226,428,447 
^ork -houfe, commended* 279, 434. 
— ■ part of one a Town 

* Gaol - - 432 

. .. . . . Sec. farmed - 319 

Work-rooms, two for men in a 

Bridewell - - 220 

- . is. a week for ufe of 267 

Work-fhop in Gaols - 47 

Worfted Manufacture at Rotterdam 133 
Wrexham County Bridewell - 458 

- ■-■■■ ■■ Great Seflions, Convey¬ 
ance to at Gaoler’s expenfe 43:7 
Wjmundbam Bridewell - 260 

Y. 


Yarmouth Gaol - - 261. 

- Bridewell - - 262. 

Yorkshire - - 396. 

York Caftle - - ibid. 

■-City Gaol - - 404. 

————— Bridewell - - 407. 


- St. Peter’s Gaol - ibid. 

—— Archbiihop of, Prifon for his 

Manors in Nottinghamjhire 293. 

-— Proprietor 408. 

Yorke, Sir Jofeph, his polite 

aiHftance - - 128. 


Z. 


Zell 


US. 


THE END. 




DIRECTIONS to the BOOK-BINDER. 

The Plates are to be inferted as follows ; 

General Plan of a County Gaol, between Pages 48 and. 4^. 
Plan of La Maifon de Force, Ghent, - . <40 and <4.1. 

Plan of Newgate, 15* and *53. 


Tab. III. being continued over from P. 480 to 481, Care is 
to be taken that the Lines coincide. 
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APPENDIX. 


T HE Houfe of Commons having taken under confideration 
the regulation of prifons, I thought myfelf bound, by the 
promife made in the conclufion of my late publication, to 
collect fuch farther hints as I might be able to procure in feveral 
foreign Territories there mentioned. I therefore vifited them and 
fome other countries, and fhall fubjoin thofe remarks which fccmed 
moft worthy of attention. 

In the Draught of a Bill “ to punilh by Imprifonment and Hard 
*« Labour, certain Offenders j and to eftablifh proper Places for their 
« Reception the plan was formed on the Rafp and Spin-houfes 
in Holland. This made me more folicitous to gain the beff inform¬ 
ation, by a frefli infpe&ioji, and by converfation with intelligent men. 
Ip purfuance of this defign, I went to Holland in April 1778, and 
cheerfully entered on the intended bufinefs of mv journey at 


* This has fmcepaffed into an Aft, 19th George III. Cap. LXXIV. 

A 2 ROTTER- 
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rotte/rdam. 


WHERE I revifited the Stadt-honfe prifon, in which were no 
debtors in either of the three rooms. When there are any, they are 
alimented at one fixed fum, viz. fixteen ftivers *. There are feven 
rooms for criminals or diforderly perfons. One of them is called the 
condemned room, into which a criminal is put fourteen days before his 
final lentence ; and immediately after the lentence, he 'is executed 
with a folemnity very linking to the common people. In three of 
the rooms, were three perlons confined for a limited time for feme 
fmall offences, and kept to bread and water. Their daily allowance 
was from four to five ftivers, and their pitcher was filled with water 
three times a day; but the other criminals had their pitcher filled 
once a day with beer, and their allowance was from nine to ten ftivers. 
There were cafes with thick, ilraw mats, and two or three coverlids 
to each. 

In theRalp-houle (orSpin-houfe,as it fliould more properly be called) 
the thirty-eight men who were there, were lpinning, except two who were 
cutting or ralping logwood, and a few who were carding wool, mak¬ 
ing fifhing-nets, and lotting coll ee-berries. The women were all em¬ 
ployed in lpinning, carding, or winding at a great wheel. They 
were cl.ean, and appeared healthy and well. I obferved the ceiling 

* A guinea 252 d. Is = 11 guilders 11 ftivers s 231 ftivers 

(for 20 ftivers is a guilder) therefore ftivers are to pence as yyT — -fx: 
i. e. 11 ftivers is equal to a Ihilling. 


to 
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to be white: one of the directors informed me that it was white- bor 
wafhed regularly twice a year. 

The men were more feparated than the w omen , into rooms which 
meafured about fourteen feet by feventeen, and each of which con¬ 
tained only fijur or five. X 7 or preventing combinations, two of them 
are removed every ten or fourteen days, to different companies. In 
thole rooms were fome Jews, whofe^inner was not pork, as was that 
of the other pfifbners, % bdt mutton , which their focicty in the city fent 
them, with a fl ice of white*bread, by permiffion of one of the five 
regents or infpeftors *. 

The whipping-poft is in the middle of the yard, in full view of the 
men criminals. For the more refractory, there are dark rooms, but 
not dungeons: in one of theft', on fhutting tire door on myfelf, I 
found no dampnefs. My conductor obierved, that the floor was 
railed to preferve it dry. Mere they are allowed no bedding, and 
are kept to bread and water, which is given them at an aperture in 
the.door. Xheir confinement is for fix, eight, ten, or fourteen days. 

The keeper has a falary from the city, of four hundred florins or 
guilders per annum f, and alfo a houfe, victuals and drink, firing and 
candle, and one feventh part of the produce of ail the labour of the 
prifonersi fo that it is his intereft to fee that the work be well per- 

* As I was there at one o’clock, the time of the diilribution, I cbfcrved that the 
bread was all cut in flices : this prevents thole cent sis or frauds which fometimes 
happen where prifoners meis together, and the bread is given out in ore loaf, as i 
faw on board the hulks in the Thames, where ore loaf was given to fix rerfcns. 

t About j£j6. 


formed: 
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formed : yet as the quantum is fixed by the repeats, it is not in his 
power to be a 'cruel talk-mafter. Tjhe manner of dieting the priCbners 
feemed to me worthy of being infe^ed at length in the note below*. 

Being at Rotterdam on a Sunday, I was defirous of feeing, whether 
there was fuch difiipation in their prifons, as there is in purs, on that 

day. 

* Regulation for the daily filet, at the Rafp-houfc at Rotterdam. 

Sunday Dinner. Each man has a mefs of boiled grout, with "butter or kitchen- 
ftuff; a piece of cheefe or butter, with a quarter of a pound of ryfc bread. 

Ditto ditto. Each boy, woman, or fuch as only work half-talk, a mefs of grout, 
as above; a piece of ciieefe or butter, with one lixth of a pound of rye bread. 

Ditto Supper. Each man a bowl of new milk boiled with barley or flour, with a 
piece of cheefe, and one fourth of a pound of rye bread. 

Ditto ditto. Each bo^r, woman, or fuch as only do half-talk, the bowl of fweet 
milk as above, but no bread or cheefe. 

Monday Breakfaft. Each man half a pound of rye bread with cheefe or butter. 
Each boy, womau, or half-talked, one foarth of a pound of rye bread with butter 
or cheefe. 

N. B. Breakfaft through the week, is the fame as above. 

Monday Dinner. Each man half a pound of meat, or one lixth of a pound of 
pork without bone 5 half a pound of rye bread, with a bowl of boiled carrots, 
cabbage or greens. 

Ditto ditto. Each boy, woman, or half-talked, one third of a pound of meat, or 
one eighth of a pound of pork without bone, three eighths of a pound of rye 
bread, with a bowl of boiled carrots, cabbage or greens. 

Tuesday Dinner. For all, boiled gray peafe, with one fourth of a pound of rye 
bread ; the men have, befides, each a piece of cheefe. 

Wkbn esday Dinner. Each man a bowl of peafe porridge, with three eighths of a 
pound of rye bread and a piece of cheefe. 

Ditto ditto. Each boy, woman, or half-talked, a bowl of peafe porridge, one 
fourth of a pound of rye bread, with a piece oftheefe. 

Thursday Dinner. Each man, one third of a pound of meat, or one eighth of a 
pound of pork without bone ; two flices of rye bread, .weighing together half a 
pound, with a bowl of barley broth. 

Thursday 
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day. The public fervice at the Rafp-houfe began at half after one 
o'clock. The audience confifteu of aboyt thirty or forty inhabitants 
of the town, Mr. Scbamaker the yrefiding regent, the head-keeper and 
his family, and three under-keepers, befides the prifoners. The num¬ 
ber of women prifoners was about forty, who were feparated from the 
reft of the congregation by a wooden palifade, and feated on benches 


Rotterdam 

Rash- 
11 O i; ; E. 


Thursday Dyyjfr. B^ys, or men who only do half-talk, one fourth of a pound 
of meat, or one twelfth of* poundnof pork without bone ; two dices of rye bread, 
weighing together three eighths of a pound, with each a bowl of barley broth. 
Ditto ditto. The women, no meat or pork ; each a bowl of barley broth, with 
three eighths of a pound oT rye bread With butter urt)i«r,. 

Friday Dinner. Each man a bowl of kidney-bean porridge; three eighths of a 
pound of rye bread with cheefe. 

Ditto ditto. Each boy, woman, dr half-talked, the mefs of kidney-bean porridge; 

one fourth of a pound of rye bread with cheefe. 

Saturday Dinner. Each man a bowl of boiled peafe, with butter and vinegar 
fauce ; boys, women and half-talked, have the fame allowance j and all have 
the fame allowance of rye bread and cheefe as on the Fridays. 

The conftant fupper, on week days, for all, is butter milk boiled with barley or 
grout till thick enough to be eaten without bread ; to this, each man has one fourth 
of a pound of rye bread with cheefe; the boys, women and half-talked have only a 
mefs of the butter milk, but no bread or cheefe. 

, Cans. 

Each man has, during the. three fummer months, daily, of beer, - - - ■. 

a" 

antfduring the three winter months, ditto ditto - - 

and during the remaining fix months, ditto ditto ... z 
Boys, women and half-talked for the three fummer months, each, daily, jj>_ 
and for the remaining nine months, . ditto ditto - r 

In the foregoing regulation for diet, no alteration is to be made, unlefs when fifh 
fhall be extraordinarily cheap and plentiful, all the prifoners may be indulged with 
one meal, provided with the confer, t of all the regents, or of a majority of them. 

railed 
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Rotterdam railed one above another. They wereVall clean and neat; had no- 

Past- . * J . t :.y. ' 

t'ouit. tiling diftinguifhing in their drefsJ but wefe without hats. While 
tliey Hood up during prayer, they Htld up their aprons to cover their 
faces. Tiic 7uen were neat, dreffed in brown coats, had been fhaved, 
had clean fhirts (which were moft of them chequed), clean dockings, 
and wore handkerchiefs about their necks. They alfo w#*re feated on 
railed benches, in a room out of the chapel, and feparated from it by 
an iron grating, from the top of,.the room to the bottom, lo wide 
that all the audience, except the feijale, prifeiiers, ftdtl them full in 
view. The keeper’s feat adjoins to this grating, and two of his 
fervants, who are turnkeys, fat obferving their behaviour. 

The chaplain, after a fhort prayer, preached extempore; then, 
the men convids joined in finging, moft of them having books. 
When the chaplain had prayed again, he catechifed for about three 
quarters of an hour. It being the women's, turn that Sunday, fix of 
- them Hood up, one after another, and made the relponfes, which the 
chaplain explained to them. After this he prayed, and the fervice 
concluded by finging the fifty-ftrft Pfalm. The decent behaviour 
and attention of the audience, evidently proved that the fervice, 
though of two hours and an half, was not tedious or difagrecable. 

During the time of catecbifing, the head-keeper and one of his 
fervants went out, to infped the empty wards, and to fearch whether 
any "tools or inftruments were concealed; The keeper returned to his 
feat in an hour. At the end of the fervice, the women puffed by the 
regent’s feat *; and when they were gone, he went into the court 

• The feat is large enough for all the five regents or infpeftors; but only one 
is obliged to attend, and this they do by rotation. • 


to 
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to fee the men go to their feveral wards, four or five together,* that 
number only being let out a time/ After they were A\ locked up, 
he went to each window, and conArfed wi'th them. Many of them 
returned their thanks for the abridgment of their term of confinement, 
as this was juft before the time for ele&ing new magiftrates. One or 
two, who had been at fea, intreated to go in any capacity to India, 
as is fometimes permitted. He afterwards went to the grates of the 
women’s wards, and converfed wilh $em i and gave the catechumens 
fome token of Inrhppt^k^non. f 

I cannot forbear clofing this account, with mentioning the ardent 
wifhes it infpired in me, that our prifons alfo, mftead -ufccchoing with 
profanenefs and blafphemy, might hereafter refound with the offices of 
religious worfhip; and prove, like thefe, the happy means of awaken¬ 
ing many to a fenfe of their duty to God and man. 

At La Porte, the prifon at Goude, there is a fmall room for debtors, 
which the keeper informed me had not been occupied fince 1761. 
There are many (oSlagon) rooms, but all empty: fome are affigned 
to thofe who are committed for fmall offences, and kept to bread 
and water, for which there is an allowance to each of them of three 
ftivers a day.—In the Sfm-boujs the prifoners were all employed in 
carding and fpinning wool for dockings. On obferving little towels 
hanging in one room, they told me, that each of them had one clean 
every week. Here were fome prifoners from the Hague, and other 
towns which have no rafp-houfes, who were admitted at a ftipulated 


Rotterdam 

Rasp- 

HOU : 


Goude. 


* Thev were not chained, for no irons are here ufed. 
B 


annual 
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annual fum, of about a hundred and ten florins for each, befldes fifteen 
for cloathing.—Near this city is jnclofed a triangular gallows, with 
an infcription over the gate, 

Refle fac'mdo neminem timeas. 

The bell tranllation of which may be the words* of Scripture, 
“ The righteous is rbold as a lion.” 

At Harlem , the Spin-houfe (whk*h i$ t]>'iw'ork-houfe or poor-hou/e) 

* 0 

being old, is not fo airy and commodious as modern buildings. 
Here were about thirty inafo and fifteen fetnalt offendem. The latter 
were at work with the mother (as they call her) making and mend¬ 
ing the linen of the houfe. The former were weaving coarfe linen, 
in which, at the diftance of every fix inches, there was a blue ftripe, 
to diftinguifli the linen of the houfe, and to prevent its being in any 
manner difpofed of elfcwhere. One perfon was working at a loom 
on flowered filk damafk, bqcaufe that had been his former trade. 
Taylors were alfo employed in the way of their profeffion. The 
room in which the women worked,. and that in which they flept, 
were quite clean. Each bed had two perfons allotted to it, and they 
were all allowed Iheets. The poor here, as in other work-houjes in 

Holland , were cleanly and decently >clad. 

. \.' 0 \ 

■ 

■ In this city is a noble hojpital , .airy and ipacious, called the 
Proeveniers , in which the perfons admitted are decently provided 
with meat, drink and lodging during their lives, and a burying-place 
at their deceafe. Perfons of all ages from twenty to the moft advanced 
period are admitted, though it is not common for any under forty to 

apply 



H - O L L A N D. 


1t 


apply for admiffion. At entrance, each perfon pays a greater or 
fmaller fum, according to his a£e, as by the table in the note.* 
A common table is provided for all who ‘are not fick or infirm. If 
any, after refiding fome time, choole to have their victuals brought to 
their rooms, rather than eat in common, they mult pay for that pri¬ 
vilege according to their age, one fifth part of the fum that would be 
required for admiffion at that age. For example, if a perfon of fe- 
venty years of age choofes to eat\in his apartments, he muft pay one 
fifth of the admiifiiqir^qo ey^r eqtyred at the age of feventy, namely, 
four hundred and twenty fftyflfis. 

It often happens that there are not vacant places, when perfons 
defire admiffion. But many fecure places before a vacancy, by pay¬ 
ing two hundred florins in advance of their entrance money; in con- 
fequence of which, their names are inferibed in a lift and the money 
deduced from the fum required when they enter. 


Age. 

• 

Sum. 

Florins. ' 

Age. 


Sum. 

Florins, 

20 — 

5000 

40 

— 

390 °. 

22 

4900 

42 

— 

3800 

24 — 

4800 

44 

— 

3700 

26 — 

4700 

46 

— 

3 SS° 

28 — 

460a 

48 

— 

34 SO 

30 — 

45CO 

5P 

— 

3300 

3 z — 

4400 

s’*' 

— 

3 * 5 ° 

3 + ~ 

4300 

54 

— 

3000 

36 — 

4150 

S 6 

— 

2900 

38 - 

4 °S° 

58 

— 

2750 


B 2 


Age. Sum. 

Florins. 
6 o — 2700 
62 —- 2600 
64 — 2500 
66 —- 2350 
68 — 2200 
70 — 2J00 

72 — 1956 
74 — 1800 
76 — 1700 
78 — i6oo‘ 
80 — 1 coo 


Ha hi. em 
I lOiPITAI.. 


Thosk 
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Those who choofe to leave the houfe entirely, receive, during the 
remainder ofaheir lives, a certain 1 , though very fmall, intereft of the 
fum which they paid at admiBonh 

At Amfterdam I more than once revifited the prifons. At the 
Stadt-houfe were eighteen debtors ; and there were fivq criminals, but 
their offences not being capital, all the ftrong rooms under ground 
were empty. The debtors are on the ground-floor. I often converfed 
with them, and found that they^ere^^uailtd alike: the firft 
fourteen days at eleven ftivers (a /hilling') a day ■, after that time at 
five ftivers and a half. But this is paid to the gaoler, who has great 
profit out of it, as appeared from the daily allowance which I weighed 
feveral times. Each debtor has from the city one quart of beer daily, 
and turf for firing. The rooms were clean, though the prifoners are 
never out of them, unlefs twice in a year at the times of white- 
wafhing. 

From a book containing ‘ the names and crimes of all who have 
been executed at Amfterdam, from January 1693 to the end of 1766, 
I find it neceffary to retratt the affertion “ that for a Hundred years 
“ part there have not been diecuted,. communibus annis , more than 
“ one a year.” From this publication, the following ftate of execu¬ 
tions at different periods are drawn. • 

From 1693 to 1735 (43 years) 288. 

- 1736 — 1745. (xo years) • 20' 

------ 1746 — 1766 (21 years) 28. 

And 1 have been well informed, that in the three years preceding 
my laft vifit, there was only one criminal executed, who was beheaded, 

* For this account I am indebted to Dr. Maclaine, the worthy minifter of the 
• Englifh church at the Hague. 

And 
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An obfervation before efcaped me, concerning the attention of the 
magiftrates to the children of the malefatlors wh<* are executed. 
They are fent to the orphan-houit*, and there brought up in induftry, 
and not left deftitute vagabonds, to become unhappy vi&ims to the 
wickednefs.and folly of their parents. 

Perhaps the .computation which I have mentioned of two 
hundred and fifty\thoufand inhabitants in this city may be too 
great j* thoughT* jrS^ qq ift ^k c jot, Mr . KarJJeboom, fome time finCe, 
eftimated thorn at two huhclred and forty-three thoufand j and of late, 
many Jews banifhed from other countries have made an addition to 
the number. But Dr. Price reckons that they hardly amount to 
two hundred thoufand. f 

Tiie four regents J who manage the Rafp-houfe are appointed by the 
burgomafters, “to whom they are accountable. The gaoler or father 


. * Deaths in 1776, - . 8982. 

1777, - - 8939. 

The numbers marked at the Stadt~h»uft, when I was there in June 1778, 
The firft week, - - 121. 

lecond week, • - - 138. 


-J- See ms vuiervaiions on Reverfionary Payments, p, 186, 187. 3d edition. 


J It may be proper to mention, that thefe Regents have no falaries, but only fome 
privileges and honorary dillin&ions ; as exemption from the city watch ; liberty of 

free entrance after one of the city gates is /hut; and a deacon’s feat in the church. 
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Amsterdam i s ftri&ly obliged to obey all the orders of the high-officer, the 
house. burgomafters, Ind alfo of the regents. In no cafe may he, or any of 
his family, receive a gift from the *prifoners or their friends, either 
before or after their enlargement. He muft not entrull a fervant 
with the keys, but mull himfelf carefully fearch the convidts and their 
cots, or rooms, before he locks them up in the evening, df. fix o’clock 
in fummer, and at four in winter. The/father muft riever be abfent for 
a night, without fpecial permiffioa, /He is fevepfely punilhed if any 
prffoner efcapes. He muft regifter i\prd£^J^cTfttterning com¬ 
mitments and difcharges, and produce them to the regents when re¬ 
quired. Alfo he muft keep an exad regifter of the cloaths, and all 
other things which belong to thofe confined. 

The regents aflemble in the houfe at four o’clock every Wednefday 
afternoon, to colled and examine the tranfa&ions of the preceding 
week. They appoint a fervant to give any necefiary affiftance to the 
father, and particularly to cut the dices of bread *for the prifoners; 
and when the father is ill, in the evening to vifit and examine the 
cots. 

In the nine lower rooms of this houfe, in June 1778, were con¬ 
fined upwards of forty prifoners. Each of thefe rooms, in which 
' they work in the day and are locked up at night, contains at lead 
four perfons. The fame prifoners do not continue long together, 
but are removed and feparated once a fortnight or oftener. Few or 
none of them were rafpirig logwood, but moft of them chopping \r, 
for the two mills belonging to the houfe: for it was found to be 
too laborious for moft of the prifoners, to work with fix or eight 
laws, which often weigh feventy or eighty pounds. The medical 

gentlemen. 
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gentlemen, who daily vifit the prifon, informed the magiftrates that 
it had been the caufe of frequent ruptures.* ’ 

No friends of the prifoners are permitted to vifit them, without 
exprefs orders' from the regents, unlefs on Mondays: and then they 
muft be feagehed, to prevent/he introduftion of Jpir it uous liquors , or 
inftruments for breaking outkor any thing elfe forbidden : and they 
muft retire before \e time fortyujjting up. Every vifitant is obliged 
to put two (fTvffshntc -> box er/crufted with the father. Refreihments 
may be received and given to the convifts on Tuefdays; but not on 
other days. Every evening, at eight o’clock, the father muft fee 
that all things are in due order. The faws, and other heavy imple¬ 
ments for their work, are taken from them in the evening, and re¬ 
turned in the morning. If a convidt be guilty of breaking any thing 
confiderable, or of neglett or clifobedience, he is punifhed fevercly 
by whipping, or confined to bread and water in a dungeon under 
ground. 

Prayers are read morning and evening, and before and after 
meals, by one of the bed-behaved convicts : and divine fervice, with 
a fermon, is performed by a clergyman on Sunday mornings. 

Once a year, a little before the change of the regency, the high- 
officer and magiftrates, with a fecretary, attended by the inferior 
officers of juftice, come to this prifon, in' order to contrast or lengthen 


* I had this information from Mr. John Hop e, one of their very worthy magiftrates; 
and to him I am much obliged for copies of the rules and inftruftion* to this bcuji, 
the fpin-bon/e, and the nvork-hovft. 
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Rasp- 

house. 


the terms of confinement of the convidts, according to their good or 
bad behaviour, 'as reprefented by the regents. 

t I, 

The houfe provides for the prifoners diet,* cloaths, flioes and 
ftockings, with ihirts of half-bleached Flemiih linen. 


Somb perlons are confined in private rooms, t^, which none have 
accefs,. unlefs in the prefepce of a regjnt. Greawc’are is enjoined the 

#• 

* The diet of the convitts in the Rafp-houfe in Amfterdam. 

Sunday " Breakfaft. Three flices of rye bread with butter, and a piece of dry 
bread fix flices thick. (N . B. Three Jlices weigh half a found.) 

' Pinner or Noon. Half a pound of beef or pork, with beans, fait and 

vinegar, and in winter full two pounds of fait meat. 

Monday Breakfaft. Six.flices with butter, and a piece of bread of three flices thick. 
. , ii ... .. . Dinner. Gray peafe with fait and vinegar. 

Tuesday Breakfaft. As on Monday.,. ■ 

'ii i i. i 'ii'i.' - Pinner. White or gray peafe boiled in water with fait and fage. 
Wednesday Breakfaft. As on Monday. 

Pinner. Boiled oats or "Barley with fweet milk and butter upon it. 
Supper. Butter milk, with oats or barley boiled in it. 

Thursday Breakfaft. Six flices of rye bread with butter, and apiece of bread, 
' as on Sunday morning. 

.— , Dinner.' Stockfilh, with fwect mflk and butter upon it. 

Friday. As Tuefday. 

Saturday Breakfaft. As Tuefday. 

. . Dinner. As-Wedncfday fupper. 

Their drink is four pints of beer daily. But on holidays, yi*. two days at Eafter, 
Afccnfm-day , two at Whitfuntide, three at the /air time, and two at Chrifimas, they 
have for dinner, fmoaked or fait meat or bacon, beans or peafe, carrots or cabbage, 
and the three fair days they have ftrong beer. 


father 
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father in conveying provifions to thofe prifoners. With the regents’ 
leave, on Sunday mornings, fome chapters of the Bible are read to 
them. 1 

The Spin-hou/e is for women. This, and the Work-houfe, are 
under the diredion of fix regents and four governefies: who appoint 
two fathers and two mothers to fuperintend and infped.the work, the 
diet, f and the lodging of the prifoners; and to chaftife the dif- 
obedient. 


* Tnt»e «rc m»«y of tK*f>. mom., or houfes of confinement in Holland called 
Ferbeterbuizen. The regulations of fome of them I colletted ; but as they ore liable 
to abufc, and contrary to the general notions of public juflice, I cannot but with that 
they were univerfally fuppreffed. 


f The diet of the prifoners is as fellows. 


Sunday 

Dinner. 

Cut-cabbage with meat. 


Supper. 

Butter milk. 

Monday 

Dinner. 

White beans. 


Supper. 

Sweet milk with barley. 

Tuesday 

Dinner. 

Beans. 


Supper. 

Butter milk. 

Wednesday Dinner. 

Gray peale. 


Supper. 

Butter milk. 

Thursday 

Dinner. 

Barley. 


Supper. 

Bread and beer. 

Friday 

Dinner. 

White beans. 


Supper. 

Butter milk. 

Saturday 

Dinner. 

Beans. 


Supper. 

Butter milk. 


The 
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The work-room, is a large room up ftairs, feparated by a wooden 
balu(trade from the paflage (fix feet wide) into which fpeftators are 
admitted. This room is divided bybaluftrades into three, for diftin- 
guifhing thofe who have fuffered fome -public or corporal punijhmeut , 
from the others who have not been whipped, and expoled on a 
fcaffold. 

The mother was feated at a defk (where flic had a full view of her 
family at work) with a Bible before her. By calling there on 
Whitfun-Monday, I found that they keep the fame holidays as at the 
Rafp-houfe. 

The kitchen, the dining and lodging-rooms, were on the ground 
floor. In each of the three bed-rooms were ten wooden cafes, with 
a ft raw mattrefs, two coverlids, Iheets, and one large pillow, for two 
perfons. All were clean, and fhewed the attention of the regents. 

This houfe is fupported by a fmall annual tax on thofe who fell 
tobacco, beer and other liquors, and one fourth part of what is re¬ 
ceived at public exhibitions and diverftons. 

The old Rafp-houle or Work-houfe is worthy of obfervation, as a 
well-regulated houfe of induftry.* In one large room were forty-fix 
women carding, fpinning and reeling; twelve, weaving coarfe linen 
or fail-cloth; thirteen, making and mending linen; and one em- 

* Here are con lined beggars and vagabonds, who, for the firft crime, are com¬ 
mitted for fix weeks; for the fecond, three months; and for the third, for a longer 
period, or are banifned. Drunkards alfo are here confined, and fuch as are guilty of 
petty larceny. 

ployed 
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ployed in keeping the room clean: the mother had a (late, with the 
names of the prifoners before her.* Some men and bt$s were in an¬ 
other large room, in which were many looms. But moft of the men 
were at work in the courts, boiling and picking oakum, for caulking 
the feams of fhips. I counted alfo forty or fifty women among them, 
at the fame employment. 

The women’s bed-room is fpacious; and I found it clean and in 
order, though I was there before ten o’clock in the forenoon. 

This houfe was provided with (what feems to be much wanted in 
the Dutch prifons in general) an infirmary. Bar ii was too fmall and 
clofe for the purpofe.f 

The diet of the prifoners is the fame as in the Spin-houfe. J Their 
provifions are bought in confiderable quantities. The rye for bread 
was on the floor in an airy room, and was fweet and good. The 
produce of the prifoners’ work is applied to the maintenance of the 

* Three fathers and three mothers are apppointed to this houfe. One father has 
the direction of the houfe-kceping, and the other two overfee the manufaftofy. One 
mother manages the kitchen, and the office of the others is to keep the prifoners cleanly, 
and to take care of their bedding. 

f The mode of keeping patients extremely warm, and preventing the free circu¬ 
lation of air by clofe woollen curtains, occafions me to fay fo little refpetting 
the infirmaries or hofpitals in Holland. 

j Tii ouch in this houfe, and the Spin-houfe, as well as in moft of the other 
houfes of correction in Holland, the prifoners have meat only on Sundays, yet the 
peafe, beans, barley, &c. are always made into a kind of thick foup or pottage, 
which is palatable, and is ferved up hot at nopn. 

C 2 houle, 


Amsterdam 
Won k- 
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Amsterdam houfe, and the deficiency is made up from the Spin-houfe tax. The 

Work- , t ■ 

house. expence for capo prifoner is foil five ftivers a day. Their number is 
generally from a hundred and eighty, to two luindred. 

Utrecht. In the Stadt-heufe at Utrecht were no debtors , and only one criminal, 
and his offence, was not capital. The allowance to debtors, (by their 
creditors) the firfl week, is twenty-eight ftivers a day; the fecond 
week, fixteenj and every day afterwards, eight ftivers. The Jlate 
allows criminals thirteen ftivers a day,_which are paid to the gaoler. 
There has not been an execution, for the city or province, in the laft 
fourteen years. 

Spin- 1 went over the Spin-houfe with Mr. Van Goens, one of the magif- 

rto^e, trjJtes> t0 w hofe kindnefs I am indebted for the following account of 

the inftru&ions to the keeper. In this houfe were thirty-feven men, 
and thirty-four women. The criminals were employed in fpinning 
wool. The men were three in a room. The women were fcparated, 
according to their crimes, as they are in the Spin-houfe at Amfterdam. 

•The overfeer.Qr keeper has a houfe for the refidence of himfelf and 
hia family, and an annual falary of a thoufand guilders from the 
ftaces, and a hundred and thirty from the city, clear of all deduc¬ 
tions. According to the copy of inftrutlions, he muft not be abfent a 
night out of the city, without leave from the chief officer and 
the regents. .He muft, with affiftants, fearch every part of the 
cells twice a week, to fee whether any thing be done,—attempted,*— 
or introduced, that is not permitted: and he muft carefully infpett 
all things that are conveyed to the prifoners, that no tools, or glafs, 
no gin or other ftrong liquors may be concealed: and he muft 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, or one of his family, be prefent when any perfons come to u.-recht 
fee the houfe; and no more than fix vifitants are to be admitted at S /‘. N * 

I i O U a E • 

one time. He mutt fee that the provifions for the prifoners be good; 
and take care that the manufa&urer pays the fame for their work, as 
he would if he employed others . He mutt confine thofe condemned 
for a long term, in ftrong rooms feparate from the reft. He may 
correct mfiderately; but if the prifbners are refra&ory, and deferve 
feverer punifhment, he mutt inform the regents. By a particular 
permiflion from the magiftrates, he may take in as boarders, perfons 
of bad behaviour, at the defire of their parents, guardians or relations. 

Thh regents only can appoint, or difeharge, a fervant, or 
turnkey. 


At Deventer, the prifon is near the river IJfeL It confifts of four Deventir, 
rooms, which were all clean- and fanded, but had no prifoners. 

When there are any, fixteen ftivers a day are paid for each which 
the gaoler receives, as at moft other towns. Prifoners for capital 
offences are removed to the Stadt-houfe , where the fame allowance is 
continued. i’" 

•The rooms in the prifon at Middleburg are fpacious, lofty, and Middle- 
clean. The three dungeons are ufed to force a confeffion; as there 
is no direft torture, and the criminal is not executed till the crime is 
confelfed. The allowance to a criminal is eight ftivers a day. 

In the houje of correction, the prifoners were employed in weaving Spin- 

»• ■* HOUSE* 

cloth or facking for the Eajl India company. This is more profitable 
than their late employment on coarfe carpeting. None were in irons. 

No more than four perfons were in any of the men’s, rooms j in lome 

there 
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there were but two. Each criminal pays three guilders at his en¬ 
trance, and the fame at his difehl$g£. 

The pril'on at Breda is an old tower. The allowance to criminals 
is five ftivers a day. I was infoWned, that the torture ftool in the 

' ■ ;.K ' : 

chamber of examination has not h*en tlfed for three years paft. 

In the new houfe of correflioffi were eleven men and two women 
prifoners, all employed,; .op c<jiarfe carpeting ; which is like 'the 
Scotch carpeting, but much cheaper. The fpecimen which I pur- 
chafed, coft only eleven ftivers, or a frilling their ell', which is 
two feet four inches. I here #''’■© the plan of the houle taken by the 
builder, who has been particularly attentive to certain apartments 
which delicacy forbids enlarging upon, though they are of the greateft 
importance to the prefervation of the health of prifoners. 

The old houfe of corre&ion was burnt down about five years fince, 
and feven women perifhed in the flames. In the conftruftion of the 
new prifon, the magiftrates have taken proper precautions againft 
fuch an accident. 

,, *t ,.,h ’’ 

I leave this country with regret, as it affords a large field for in¬ 
formation on the important fubjeft I have in view. I know not 
which to admire molt, the ncatmfs and clmlinefs appearing in the 

prifons, the induftry and regular condtifi of the prifoners, or the 
humanity and attention of the magiftrates and governors.* 

* I should accufe myfelf of ingratitude, did not I take this occalion again to 
exprefs my acknowledgments to Sir ‘'jofeph Yorkti who not only in this, as in my 
former vifus to Holland , exerted himfelf with ardour to promote the fucccfs of my en¬ 
quiries ; but while l was confined at the Hague in confequcncc of an accident, favoured 
me with inftancea of kindnefs and friendlhip that I never can forget. 


Nothing 
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Nothing can be more unreajoiiaDie than the pretences ufed among 
wrtojuftify inattention and negligence. I cannot Hl*lp taking this 
occafton to add the following authorities on this fubjcdt. All un¬ 
prejudiced perl'ons muft acknowledge the abfolute necelTity of freji) air 
and cleanlinejs to preferve and promote health. To this purpofe Dr. Mead 
writes, in tys Difcourfe concerning Pefiilential Contagion .* “ Nothing 

“ approaches fo near to the firft original of contagion , as air pent up, 
“ loaded with damps, and corrupted with the filthinefs, that proceeds 
ct from animal bodies. Our common prifons afford us an inflance of 
“ this, in which very few efcape, what they call th c gaol fever, which 
tc is always attended with a degree, of m alig nity in proportion to the 
“ clofenefs and ftench of the place. And it ifrould certainly very well 
“ become the wifdom of the government, as well with regard to the 
“ health of the town, as in companion to the prifoners, to take care, 
“ that all houfes of confinement , fliould be kept as airy and clean, as is 
<f confident with the ufe, to which they are defigned.”—And £< as 
“ naftinefs is a great fource of infection, fo cleanlinejs is the greatefl 
“ prefervative.”—From the general practice of foreigners in building 
their prifons near the water, it feems, that they were convinced of the 
bad e'ffedts of offenfive drains, and of the neceffity of cleanlinejs j and 
they had no apprehenfions of bad confequences arifing from fuch a 
fituation. Dr. Heberden has expreffed his fentiments on this fubjedt 
in the Medical Jranfablions. t “ In England few make any doubt of 
« the great danger attending wet rooms:—Is this opinion founded 
“ upon experience, or is it a prejudice, which has been fuffered to 
<< grow up and get ftrength merely for want of being examined ? If 


Page 41, See. 3d edit. 1720. 
t Page 521, 524. 
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“ we enquire into the arguments in favor of this notion, we fhali 
“ hardly find any other, than the random conjettures of the Tick about 
cc the caufe of their illnefs; or than their artfully fubftituting this 
“ origin of it inftead of fome otherj which they are unwilling to own. 
“ —The air from rivers and from the fea is probably more replenilhed 
f< with vapors, than inland countries cleared of their woods j yet the 
“ molt celebrated of antient phyficians recommended the bank of a 
u running river for the fittiation of a houfe, on account of its peculiar 
“ healthinels; and many invalids are fent by the modem phyficians 
“ to the fea fide, only for the benefit of the fea air.” “ 


G E R M A N Y. 


I went into Germany in June 1778, by OJnabrug and Hanover. 
The prifon at OJnabrug I fhould entirely omit, did I not entertain 
a hope, that the account of it may pofiibly engage the notice of an 
amiable Prince who is the prefent bijhop , and fo be the means of 
alleviating the fufferings of the miferable prifoners. The prifon and 
the houfe of correftion is one large building, fituated in an airy part 
of the fuburbs, near a brook. A Latin infcription over the gate im¬ 
plies, that it was eretted “ at the public expenfe, in-1756, for the 
purpofes of public juftice and utility, by confining and punilhing the 
wicked.”—There are feventeen chambers for criminals, which have 


no 
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over each door. I was happy to 
e'priiboer. He had bee® confined tli-ee 
years, and h&H furvivei'f 'llt^^rueky of the toiture. In another part 
of the houfe. I foufra many mifefableand fickly objedts, men, women 
and Children,' almoflr all' wltf^tj^ihoes and (lockings. They were 
fpinning in # different rooms, wnrc§ were dirty beyond defcription. 
Thefe rooms open into a paffage, wJiich a gentleman in office in the 
city, to’ whom I was recommefided,. durft not ^nter. I enquired of 
the keeper, concerning feveral particulars in the diet, &c. but the 
mifery exprefied Tn’ iije ’iountenantes of the prifoners, made me totally 
difregard the informs nan .m yen me bv w ords. 

• At Brunfwick I vifited the habitation of the (laves, who lay on 
barrack bed (leads without beds. They 'bad heavy irons, and their 

) * * r ■** 

countenances, were unhealthy! 

l he frijon tor capital Offences is over one of the gates. It con- 
fids of three rooms, bttt hone of them had been occupied for a confi- 

• A- 

derable time. It wa£about eleven years fince the lad execution. 

At Magdeburg the Pruflian ’'■(laves were at work on the fortifica¬ 
tions, ferving the mafons, digging fand, &c. Their daily allowance 
is two pounds of. bread, and on the days they work, they have alfo 

* J # * * +1 * * 

in money,* half a gro/che, ^boqt three farthings. Their number was 
only fifty-one, for ipany htad been taken to recruit the army. 


no light 'bt^t>f"a (mallja 
find here ho 1 more^t' 


ife 

or 


In the other’ two piifons , nothing feemed worthy of obfervation: 
but in the, houfe of, cbr%ejffim (which was formerly a convent) was a 
mill to grind^or b^kthe lOgwopd that the men rafped, and two or 
•three large chanaberS ptjilk-wprms, on which the women attended. 

D ‘At 
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Berlin. At Berlin, in the city prifon, called Calaniljhof, were eighteen 
men and thirteen women in fifteen rppms, in’each, of which was a 
ftove. The men and women have tire ufe.of the court-yard at dif¬ 
ferent hours. The allowance to each is one. gro/tke and twelve ‘pfennigs, 
about two pence three farthings, a day. There is a chapel. There is 
no torture room in any of the pnfons in the dominions, for 

the prelent king, has fet the example in Germany of abolilhing the 
cruel practice. In one Of the rooms of this, prifon are alphabetically 
digefted, the names and deferiptions, with’the fentenCes, of .all who 
have been confined in that prifon, in order .that if they.are found 
there a fecond time, rJ»«j:,yiay differ a much leverer pun i fitment. 

In another prifon, called the Hatti-vogtey , are fixteen rooms, eight 
for criminals , and oVcrthefc the other eiglic foe debtors and /muggier s r 
tliefe rooms look into a court, to which the prifoners have accefs 
two hours in a day. All the rooms have, ftoves. The allowance 
here to criminals is one gro/che (feven farthings) a day; but debtors 
• have- two grofehe, and in winter, one befides for firing. 

, » •• 

• 

Maison The Mai/on de Travail, is a fpacibus building in the fuburbs: 

Travail, it was ere&ed about twenty years fince: the front is two hundred 
and twenty feet, the Tides a hundred and'fixty. It has a court in 
the centre. The number of inhabitants were about four hundred 
and fifty, including fourteen children. Beggars and idle perfons 
of both fexes are Tent to this houfe. Thofe who can work are 
employed, fed, and cloathed; and proper care and attention paid 
to the aged and infirm. Each time I was there, 1 was pleafingly 
ftruck with the cleanly appearance of all the inhabitants. Old and 
young, men and women, were fpinning and carding wool, in rooms 

about 
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about feyenty-five feet by twenty-four.* All have clean linen, once a 
week; and I observed a towel hanging up in each roofn. 'l'he apart¬ 
ments are all white-w'aihed once a year: this gives frefhnefs ard 
neatnefs, and. alfb light to thework-rooms. Here is a chapel with 
two galleries, one for each lex j and an apartment for the chaplain. 
The hall for^meals is Ipacious : the hours, feven, twelve, and feven. 
I was prefent at dinner-time- after ringing a bell, in ten minutes all 
were feated at about twenty tables, eighteen to each table. Four fe- 
parate tables were at a little di fiance for crimihals. A fervant having 
called out. Silence, the fchool-mafter prayed at the defk, in the 
middle of the room. And after oil J»a4 r J[jfilped themfclves with 
barley foup, f while they were eating, he rlad part of a chapter in 
the Bible -, then fung an hymn, in which the children, who were all 
at one table, joined: after which, all went out and fetched their 
cans , each containing'about a quart, and they were filled with fimll 
beer. After fpending about half an hour at dinner, they had half an 
hour for recreation.. The whole was conduced with the greateft 
regularity. 

In this hall are morning prayers, at which all muft attend clean, 
and then they take their bread for breakfaft. 


* My minuten.efs with refpeft to meafurements and other circumflances relative to 
the conftruflion and government of thefe buildings, will require no apology with 
thofe, who confidcr, that in the formation of new eftablifliments it is of ufe to be 
acquainted with many things which, ’though apparently trivial, are frequently of 
material confequcncc to the purpofes intended to be anfwered. 

f I -tasted the barley foup, the bread, and the beer, which were whoiefome 
and good, and they had enough. . They have butter or cheefe, with their bread, for 
fupper. 

D 2 


This 



-3 

Beri i'; 
M M'OS 

11 L 

] R U 111. 


bPANDAl'. 


A P. P E N D I X. 

This houfe refembles the old rafp'br work-houfe at Amfierdam. 
It is exceedingly neat, and fuch great attention is paid to alj con¬ 
fined in it, as pievents every grobndof complaint. The ftrid and 
good pokes pi d’ei ves the city of Entirely freejfrotn lieggars.* 

• A h 

At Spandau, about ten miles -from' Berlin, j are twojprifons. In 

that in the town, there were about a hundred andjfifty perfons, fpin- 

ning, knitting, and ^.carding wool. Forty-feven of thefe were men , 

committed for fmall offences. They hav£ meat only on Sundays' in 

this and fome other houfes of correction. Here were fome rodms 

■» 

with fllk-WOims, on which female prifonero attended. Neither 

f •* „ • * * 

this, nor any foreign hoOfes of correction which I haye feen, are 
without a chapel. 

The other prifon, in the fortrefs or caftle, is furrouhded with water. 

t-t 

Thirty-fix ftate prifoners were confined in it, and a hundred and five 
criminals. Some few of the latter were rafpirtg logwood; the talk 
for each thirty-fix pounds a day: but moft of them Were fpinning. 
The criminals are badly lodged, and there feems to be little attention 
paid to them. Here are none but men , for no women are ever per¬ 
mitted to continue a night in the caftle. They had a light chain to 
each foot, and fuch as were taken after an efcape had a collar of 


* That it is indeed ftri£t and extenfive I'll ad fome "evidence by weighing* the 
bread from various parts of the city; all which exactly agreed with the affize or 

* m * 

ilandard. In June 1778, the fine white bread was fomethhtg above three halfpence 
a pound j and there was juft double the weight of rye bread for the fame money/ 
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• If Imay judge,, by/What I few of the ft ate prj‘oners here, and at 
Magdeburg, and ofthe few prifo'hers in the fpacious^reas, all their 
apartments are.not fo dreadful as feme imagine, nor are the perfons 
confined in them unhealthy and miierahle ohirrtc * 

‘ The houfe of \ eorreffion for Ijifatia at Luk.au is a fpacious prifon. 
The men were treading in a large wheel to grind corn, five and five 
by turns. Some of them had iron collars, as at Bern , but no iions 
on their feet. The prifon for the women wds a diflirtA building, 

v 7 * . <♦* 

their employment was /pinning 

At Drefden, the apartments for; the fla^t,'being under the fortili- 
cations, muft be unhealthy. I faw four nek, and yet they had their 
irons on. Among thofe that were at work, one had an iron collar, 
by way of punifhment, for making an efcape, befides the broad iron 
about his leg. Another was fitting, and endeavouring fomewhat to 
alter the place, of his iron. He told me, that thfe weight was marked 
on it twenty-one pounds, and’that he could not have it changed to die 
■ other leg without paying a fmith. 

Here are two other priforis. The houfe of eorreffion has ten or 
twelve rooms, 'each about ten feet lquare, with one window, and an 
aperture over the door, and barrack bedfteads. There were ten pi i- 
foners, five of each fex, ’ Three of the men were rafping logwood in 
a room down twenty fteps; and the other two were emplojed as h- 


* 'Tb-EV are not all confined to a fmall quantity of bread and water, in cells o, 
four feet fquare'and fix feet high, and loaded with feventy-eight pounds of non, as 
the ingenious and intrepid Trend was fix years at MagJtburg. 


I UK1V. 


Dresden, 


bouieis 
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Dresden, bourers in building a chapel. Thisprifon and the orpban-houfe,' is,, 
veiy improperly, one building. 

The other prifon for the baiuu%e f , contains nineteen chambers, in 
which were twenty-fix prifoners; moft of whom had a chain (feme 
on one foot, fome on both), fattened to' a ftaple in the wall. The 
prifon was dirty; and the gaoler's pan of charcoal and frankincenfe 
(which his negligence rendered necelfary) could not prevent its being 
very ofrenfive. Here was one debtor, whp had from his creditor fix 
grojche (ten pence halfpenny) a day. The criminals allowance is one 
grofche (about feven farthings) each 

Prague. There was nothing very remarKaoic in tne two priions at 'Prague. 

The men at the Maifon de Force t work out, with a guard, fawing 
wood, &c. for twelve creutzers f a d^y, which is lefs than-the com¬ 
mon wages of labourers. The prifoners themfdves receive only four 
for a day’s work, the reft is paid to the houfe. Many were thus em¬ 
ployed, with chains to one or both legs, according to the different 
terms of their confinement. 


* On paying my acknowledgments to the grqnd bailiff for permitting me to fee 
the gaol, I took the liberty to obferve, that I had feen prifona cleaner. I mentioned 

• * V 

Slfo the feverity of chaining women, which is my uncommon in Other countries. 
To this he anfwcred, that “ the gaoler chained them for fecurity, being often obliged 
to be abfent in fetching prifoners from the country.” In return, I gave my opinion 
that the attention to a prifon ought to be the fik work of a gaoler, without which, 
little regard will be paid to cleanlinefs or humanity. 


f. A creut2er is near a halfpenny* ’ 


I VISITED 
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At Vienna I vifited all the priibns, and mod: of the hofpitals. V 
,The priibns are old buildings, and afford po inftruction. 

The, front of the great prifon, Ld Mai/on de Bourreau , is remark¬ 
able for a very ftriking reprefentation of the crucifixion of our Saviour 
and the two*thieves on rtaouht Calvary. In this prifon are many 
horrid-dungeons.* 

In the Mai/on de Force, or hotife of correftion, were a hundred and 
fixty-nine men)' and a. hundred ahd forty women. The women were 
employed in carding, fpinning,. and knitti^f f I was preient on a 
Monday morning, when they brought their week’s work, for which. 


* Here, is ufual, I enquired whether they had any putrid fever, and was 
anfvvcred in the negative. But in one of the 'dark dungeons down twenty-four fteps, I 
thought I had' found a perfon with the gaol fever. He was loaded with heavy irons, and 
chained to the wall: anguifh and mifery appeared with clotted tears on his face. He 
was not capable of fpeaking tome; but on examining his bread and feet for petechia 
or fpots, and finding he had a ftrong intermitting pulfe, I was convinced that he was 
not ill of that difordet. A prifoncr in an oppofite cell told me, that the poor crct.- 
r«re.had defired him to call out for affiftance, and he had done it, but was not heard. 
This is one of the bad ejfttts of dungeons, 

I have been frequently alked what precautions I ufe, to preferve myfeif from 
infeftion in the prifons ancLhgfpitals which I vifit.. I here anfwer once for all, that 
next to dad free goodnefs and mercy of the Author of tny being, temperance and clean- 
linefs are my prefervatives, Trufling in Divine Providence, and believing myfeif in 
the way o( my duty, I .vifit the moft. noxious cells, and while thus employed, 
“ / fear no evil." —I never enter an bofpital or prifon before breakfaft, and Ir¬ 
an, offenfive loom i feldom draw my breath deeply. 

after 
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after it had been weighed, they received their pay. t ney nave an 

that they earti for themfelves. A few received twenty-fix creutzers 

each, others lefs. The mafter Wa&'employed in putting the name on 

the work of each prifoner, and fetting down the money that was-paid, 

and the cotton delivered. The prifbfters fa& the cotton weighed, 

and took as much as they could Ipin in'that week.* i\t dinner time, 

, * • 

feveral large pans of foup and beer wefe, brought in, and the priTon¬ 
ers bought what they thought proper, 

The prifon was too much crowded, f the houfe not.being built for 
the purpofe to whic^^is " In faecal looms the. then were 

carding and fpinning?^ffn one room, fome of them,* who were tay- 
lors/were making cloaths for the foldiers: in another, fome were 
weaving coarfe linen at eight looms: and in another room, they 
were making thick blankets for the convents. Two more rooms 
were warehoufes for cloth, ftockings, coverlids, &c, manufactured 
in the houfe for fale. They were then white-walhing the houfe. | 


* Ik the holidays, when the prifoners are not permitted to work, each has an 
allowance of four or five creutzers. 

f One or two of the women were crying, and charging others with rifing in the 
night and Healing fome of their cotton. The ‘mijbefs feilieVed the complaint, but 
faid the was not able to prevent fuch frauds, becaufe there iyas not the convenience of 
feparatt apartments. 

I It is the general rule in Dutch and German houfes of correction, to whete-wajh 

r 

them once or twice a year. I feldom neglefWd to enquire ahout this praftice, as we 
have a claufe relative .to it in a late a£t for preferring the health of pnfonefs m gaol. 



GERMANY. 

In the chapel is a proper reparation of men and women. Here, and 
at Prague , and in fome other parts of Germany , they have iron grate 
doors, which do not prevent the circulation of air, fo falutary and ne- 
ceffary in houfes of confinement. Too little attention is paid to the 
lodgings of the prifoners, for they have no coverlids. 

Though I» could not mention with commendation the prifons of 
this city, yet I mult acknowledge, I was greatly pleafed with the 
public buildings for the indigent , the aged , and infirm ; which do ho¬ 
nour to the citizens in general, and efpecially to the Emprejs Qiteen. 

The great alms-hoijfe in rhr- fnhurbs co q ^fts of three courts. The 
front of this lpacious building is fix hundred and thirty-feven feet; 
the fide, eleven hundred and fifty-three. The inhabitants are near 
three thoufand, including the military invalids. It was agreeable to 
obferve their order, neatnefs, and cleanlinefs. Here poverty and old 
age appeared with a fowling afpedl. Many of them were feventy or 
eighty years of age. They were cheerfully fpinning, becaufe what¬ 
ever they could gain was to be their own. 

w 

Les Freres de Charlie have not only wards for the fick in their 
convent, but thefe friars have alfo another airy and commodious 
houfe with gardens, to which they remove their patients when they 
begin to recover. In this were two wards up flairs, and each ward 
has fourteen beds. 

The noble llofpilal for bringing up children, w?' the plan of one 
perfon, whom I left engaged in the improvement of his liberal de- 
fign. In fixteen rooms for boys, were five hundred anti thirty-nine 
beds, and two hundred and forty-one in eight rooms for girls. The 
extent of the front is fix hundred and fixty-two feet. 

E In 
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In the great alms-houfe, and in feveral prifons and other public 
buildings, the rooms are all arched, to prevent danger and confuiion 
in cafe of fire. 

Before I leave this city, I would juft mention that every month, 
an account of the price, weight and meafure of bread and flour, is 
put up on the gates.* 

Gratz. At Gratz (the capital of Stiria ) I obferved in the hottfe of come - • 
tion, that the prifoners had an appearance far more healthy than thofe 
I had feen in a fimilar houfe at Vienna . They have beds and cover¬ 
lids, and the guards the men take off their cloatbs at night. 

Laudach. I omit particulars concerning the prifon at Laubach in Carniola, as 
I cannot fay a word in favour of it. 

Trieste. At Hriefte, the prifon confifts of eight or ten very clofc offenfive 
rooms, each having, only one fmall window. The pale countenances 
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* The bills I obferved were dated July i, 1778. Seven forts of bread were men¬ 
tioned in them. The finell was (by my weights) exactly one pound for three half¬ 
pence of our money. The fecond fort was one pound and fix ounces for a penny. 
Inferior forts made of rye were cheaper. I commonly examined the price, and the 
llriclnefs of this part of the police, in xnoft large cities that I vifited, to compare them 
with our own at London, 

The bakers at Vienna are punifhed for frauds by the feverity and difgrace of the 
ducking-ftool. This machine of terror, fixed on the fide of the Danube, is a kind of 
long pole or board extending over the water, at,one end of which the delinquent, 
being fattened in his bafeet, is immerfed. The bakers would gladly purchafe a re¬ 
moval of this machine, but the punifhmcnt is continued and infiitted by order of (he 
mcigijlraus . 
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of the nineteen prifoners befpoke their own mifery, and the negli¬ 
gence of the magiftrates and keepers. 

But in the Caftle were eighty-five flaves (Condannati) who feemed 
healthy and' well. They were confined for three, five, feven, or 
fourteen years and upwards; and were employed on the roads, in the 
harbour, &c? Some of them were at work in a large lighter,* clear¬ 
ing the harbour, juft under my chamber window. To prevent their 
escaping, they were guarded by fix foldiers. They did not work 
harder, than other labourers would in the fame employment. Their 
hours for work were from five in the morning ,\\1 between five and 
fix in the afternoon ; but they had two eleven to one) al¬ 

lowed them for reft, and half an hour more fometime before they 
left work. They appeared healthy, clean, andftrongj and laboured 
cheerfully, becaufe when they were employed, each of them receiv¬ 
ed, as extraordinary pay, three farthings a day. Their common 
allowance was two pounds and a half of bread and four farthings 
a day. I heard them called over, and faw them receive their pay, 
before they entered their chambers in the caftle. Their bread was 
fweet and good, iuch as I ftiould have been happy to have found in 
many parts of my tour. They were treated with humanity, though 


* Two wheefs werfe fixed in the lighter, one of them to draw back the fcoop or 
bucket, and the other (by the weight of ten men treading in it) to raife the mnd, 
which was then emptied into another lighter managed by the overfeer of the work. 
Three or four times a day, a foldier (with a bayonet fixed on his mufleet) accom¬ 
panied a convid, who went to fetch a tub of frelh water; and on his return he fup- 
plicd each with a tumbler of it while they were at work in the wheel. By the mall 
of the other lighter; a fail was fpread to lhadc them, the weather being warm, 
Farmbeit's thermometer 85°, 
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Trieste, under drift difeipline} were well fupplied With food and cloaths; had 
two fhirts, t\\fo pair Qf (lockings, &c. and they lay in good beds * 
with coverlids, in large airy rooms having oppofite windows, and 
not, like many convidls, in clofe dirty dungeons under the fortifica¬ 
tions. But they were dillinguifhed from other labourers by a light 
chain on their legs, and a chain fupported by a girdle f of leather at 
their waifts. 


ITALY. 


1 entered Italy with mi fed expectations of confiderable in¬ 
formation, from a careful attention to the prifons and hofpitals, 
in a country abounding with charitable inftitutions and public 
edifices. 


• May not one great.caufe of the unhealthinefs of our prifoners be, the want of 
proper bedding, which obliges them to He in their cloaths ? How different did thefc 
prifoners appear at the caftle from many that I have feen in PruJJia and at Vienna 
I was llruck with the fame good appearance of the women prifoners at feveral of the 
fpin-houfes in Holland. This reminds me of what l heard an old general fay, “ That 
“ he always found his men fubjeS to illnefs and difeafes when they lay in camps, 
“ no! from dampnefs, but from lying in their deaths ftnd the want of proper bedding ; for 
“ at the fame time all his officers had been quite healthy and well.” Whatever be 
the caufe of this difference, whether a mere fee perfpiratien in bed, taking off bandages, 
or ventilation of the deaths, I am fully convinced of the fad. 


At 



ITALY. 


At Venice, the great prifon is near the Doge’s palace,* and it is \v 

one of the ilrongeft I ever faw. There were betweerf three and four 
hundred prifoners, many of them confined in loathfome and c’.rk 
cells for life; executions here being very rare. There was no fever, 
or prevailing diforder in this clofe prifon. None of the prifoners 
had irons. # On weighing the bread allowance, I found it four¬ 
teen ounces. I afked fomc who had been confined many years in 
dark cells, whether they fhould prefer the galleys ? They all an- 
fwered in the affirmative : fo great a bleffing is light and air! The 
chapel is only for the condemned , who continue there a night and a 
day before execution. 

Regulations were hung up in the prifon.—Hero is a chantabh 
Jociely ellablifhed for the relief of prifoners both civil and criminal, 
and rules are pubiifhed for the direction of the officers who have the 
management of it, of whom four are appointed viftlors of the prifon. 

There are likewile rules for the good government of the two infirm-. 
aries. Thefe I procured from the ducal printer, with the regula¬ 
tions for the galleys and prifens, for many years paft. 

One of the galleys was moored two boat’s length from the fliore, 
in which were only twenty-feven /laves, who were kept here in order 
to be fent on board the other galleys. This was clean. Here, and 
in the other galleys , which were dirty and crowded, the (laves were 
in chains of about twenty-feven pounds weight.f 

* The rooms for the ft ate frijeners arc over part of the palace on the leads, which 
renders confinement in the heat of fuinmer almoft intolerable. 

•f I saw a Have dead on the fhore, who I fippofe deflroyed himfelf in dcfjv.ir, far 
he could not hope to cfcape by fwimming, becaufe of his heavy irons. 

1 visited 
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I visited the prifons of Padua and Ferrara. In the former of 
thefe cities, ncrtie of the confined debtors would fit on the elevated 
JloneJlool * in the great hall; and I was informed that not one had 
iubmitted to the ignominy thefe ten years. 

At Bologna are three prifons; one of which is for debtors, who 
are alimented after four months and three days confinement, at one 
faille (about fix pence) a day each. 

The hofpital, S. Maria de Vita, afforded me great pleafure. All 
was clean j and the wards were ..lofty, and not in the lead ofFenfive. 
The wards of the mensiad women were of the fame fize, each con¬ 
taining thirty-eight beds, nineteen on each fide. The bedfteads were 
of iron, and the coverlids were white and clean. Each ward had 
fourteen windows, feven on a fide, and all had curtains. They had 
folding wooden cafements; and on the outfide, wire lattices, f 


• This is fometimes called the jlone of difgratt ; for if they who are infolvent 
would avoid imprifonment, at a time fixed they muft lit upon it in a difgraceful manner 
three times. 

+ The wards of this hofpital were thirty-two feet and a half wide, and the beds 
were three feet two inches wide, and three feet eight inches afunder. In the middle 
of each fpacc of the wall between the beds was a cupboard, with a fhelf, concealed 
by a fmall curtain:; and over each curtain was a flip of black marble with the number 
of the bed. On the fides of all the wards, for the convenience of opening and Ihut- 
ing the windows, was a gallery eighteen feet above the floor, and two feet broad, 
with a light rail two feet nine inches high. The doors to the wards were iron 
grates, five feet five inches wide. 


In 
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In Florence are two prifons.* In the great prifon, Palazzo Flop e 
degV Otto , were only twenty prifoners. Six of them were in the 
fecrete chambers, which ace twenty-one ftrong rooms. None of the 
prifoners were in irons. They had mattrefles to lie on. Their bread 
was good. In the torture chamber, there was a machine for decolla¬ 
tion, which prevents that repetition of the ftroke which too often 
happens when the axe is ufed. 

In the other prifon, Delle Stincbe, there are five doors to pais be¬ 
fore you come to the court. The opening of the firtl is three feet 
wide, and foflr feet nine inches high, with an infeription over it, 

Oportet mifereri , (We ought to be compaffio^Re.) In this prifon are 
many fpacious rooms, in which are fmall benches, or cribs to lie on. 

The men's rooms are below, and look into the court, which is about 
forty-three feet fquare. The women , entirely feparated, are up flairs, 
and have an hofpital joining to their room. A new infirmary for the 
men (forty-four feet by twenty-nine) is contiguous to the chapel. 

In this prifon were forty-two men and fourteen women. Debtors 
are not feparated from criminals. In one room were eight, who paid 
for their beds. The bread was good: the day’s allowance to each 
fifteen ounces.* None were in irons.—The chaplain has apartments, 
and refides in the gaol. f 


* Dr. Tarcioni, who had an order from his royalhigbneft to infpcfl the hofpi • 
tals, and report what beneficial improvements might be made in them, accompanied 
me in vifiting thefe prifons. 

t This prifon has fomething fimilar to the plan I propofed. A wall furrciuv.is 
three fidy of it; but being very high, and only eleven feet and a half distant, it ren¬ 
ders the prifon too elofe. 

Trie 
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The great hofpital of S. Maria Nova was crowded and tpo clofe; 
though the men ’s fever ward was four hundred and fifty-four feet long, 
and thirty feet and a half wide. They have feparate wards for wounds 
ami fraftures. The women are attended by the Nuns, who have a 
pafiage under ground from the oppofite convent. Here are twenty 
fludents, who lodge and board in the houfe for feven years, attend 
the fick, ferve the victuals,* &c. and are diftinguifhed by a long 
cloak. 


But the hofpital which I molt frequently vifited, was S. Giovan di 
Bio.] The afcent into the fick ward is by a flight-of thirty ftone 
fteps. This ward was lofty and clean; and was a hundred and 
twenty-three feet long, and thirty-three and a half wide. There 
were in it thirty-three beds, three feet four inches wide, placed on 
varniflied boards, on iron bedfteads. J 

Neither the fides nor floors of this, and the other hofpitals of 
Italy, were wood, that being more retentive of feents or infection 
than tarras or brick. At one end there are five rooms with fingle 
beds for fick priefts. Three of them were occupied. 

, 4 

The hofpital S. Paolo della Convalefcenza, for the reception of 
recovering patients, has clean and airy apartments, and a fpacious 


* I saw a friar or capuchin come in form and bltft the meat or foup for dinner. 
The numerous’ patients feemed entirely fatisfied with (hit, without any devotion of 

their own. 

t Th e great attention of this order of friars to the fick, in every country where 
they have hofpitals, does them honour. 

] I ms is very conducive to cleanlincfs, and fecurcs patients from vermin. 

refe&ory. 
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refe&ory, or dining hall. They continue here four days, and by the 
change of air and diet their health is confirmed befbre they go to 
their feveral occupations. 

Here I would juft mention an alms-houfe, S. Bonifazio , for infirm 
perfons of advanced age. It has eighty beds for each fex, and they 
are fitting up*twenty more. The wards are (thirty feet wide) all clean, 
and fliew the care of the Nuns who attend on this charity.* 

In the prifon at Leghorn were three debtors, and eight of thofe 
called prifovert nt large, and in xhtjecrete three criminals. I mention 
this prifon becaule of the infirmary, which, as appears by an in- 
feription over the door, was built at the expenle of the prefent go¬ 
vernor, Philip Borbcnio, in 1761. 

The Haves in the fort refs f appeared healthy and well; letter, as 
the old keeper remarked, fince they have lain on /tore. £ Each pri- 
foner had a ring round one leg; but when they go out to work, a 
chain is rivetted to two prifoners. Here were feven pontons to clear 
the harbour; but the weather, when I was there, being ftormy, they 
could not be worked. There were forty-feven Haves employed at 


* I cannot lenve Florence without expreffing my great obligations to the Grand 
Duke for his permiffion to infpeft the prifons, and making my acknowledgments to 
Sir Horace Mann our ambafliidor, for his very kind attention and affiilance. 

f In tliis fortrefs, there were a hundred and thirty.two flaves: at Pij.i, were 
eighty-five ; and at the Grand Du.tc’s fidt works at Port Ferrara, feventy. 

f Galleys or hulks ought to be the punifhmcnt only for the moft atro.iou: 
crimes. 


the 
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Li-ohorn the new Lazaretto, which is a noble fpacious building, with different 

t i 

Fortress, apartments for officers and their men to perform quarantine, and large 
warehoufes for the cargoes of their fhips. 

The old keeper generoufly ordered his Ion to copy for me all the 
rules y from which I ihall here give fome extracts. 

1 

Three keepers have their falary from the Grand Duke. They re¬ 
ceive a copy of the proccfs againft every convict, carry it to the go¬ 
vernment, and regifter it in the proper book; and when required, 
they mu ft give an exa£l account of all proceedings againft the pri- 
foners. They make a report of the refraftory to government, that 
they may be punilhed in proportion to their offences, with feverer 
confinement, irons, and baftinadoes. The principal keeper has 
power to choofe two turnkeys out of the beft-behaved prifoners, who 
are to exhort and inftruft the others: but the keeper is to have a 
ftrict watch over them. He rauft order that all prifoners, when they 
are brought in, have their heads fbaved ,—be dreflfed in tlie uniform 
of the houfe,—and have irons on their feet. 

The prifoners are condemned to labour, for thirty, twenty, ten, 
or feven years, or for a ftiorter term, according to the nature of their 
crimes; and are chiefly employed on the publick works. They are 
fent out every morning, under a guard of foldiers, and are chained 
two and two-together, with a chain of about eighteen pounds weight. 
An hour’s relaxation is allowed them at breakfaft, and two hours in 
the afternoon: and at an hour before fun-fet, they are recondudted 
to the prifon, and muft be well fearched by the keepers, to prevent 
their having any thing concealed: and two hours after fun-fet, they 
are ordered to go quietly to reft. When they are employed on the 

works 
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works by his royal highnefs, they are paid two crazzics (about three Ll 
halfpence) a day ; but if employed by other perfons, tftey are paid four 1 OR1 Rl 
or fix crazzies, according to the nature of the work. At day-break, 
the turnkeys ring the bell to awake them : and a report is made by 
them to the keepers, if any have been guilty of irregularities during 
the nighr. # Their daily allowance is a loaf of thirty ounces (which 
is made two thirds of Hour, and one third of bran,*) and foup made 
from four ounces of peafe boiled in water, with fait and oil. On 
each of the two Eajler holidays they are allowed a pound of meat, 
and three ounces of rice. Every two years they have a coat of gray 
cloth, a waiftcoat of red cloth, and a red cap, every year a pair of 
fhoes j and every fix months a Ihirt, and a pair of drawers or breeches. 

Their drawers are Ihifted once a month, their fhirts every week. 

For lodging, they have a mattrefs filled with draw, and a coverlid : 
the draw is changed, and kept in good order.—If one attempts to 
defert, and be taken before fun-fet, he mud wear a ring, and a chain 
of eighteen pounds weight; and he mud pay half his future earnings, 
till it amounts to a zeebin, f to thole that apprehended him. If they 
who are condemned for five years delert, when retaken, their term 
again commences : and for repeated dela tions, they are more ie- 
verely punilhed, and fometimes tortured. 

The chaplain mud injtrutt the prifoners. 

In the bofpital there mud be all proper provifions for the Pick and 
infirm, viz. veal, mutton, rice, fine bread, broth, good wine, Ac. 


* Their bread was very good. 1 preferred it to that which I met with at my 
lodgings. 


A phv ■ 


+ A zechin is about 9s. 3d, 
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A phyfician attends, and the diet and medicines mu ft be according 
to his pieiciip'cion. On entering, the patients have clean linen, 
ihirts, night-caps and cloaths. And the keepers and turnkey muft 
examine their victuals and foup, to fee that they be good, and that 
the quantity be according to the phyftcian’s orders. 

At the great prifon’at Rome, called the New Prifon* at the back 
of which runs the Tiber , on a ftone tablet over the door, is this 
infeription: 

IUSTTT1-.C ET Ct.EMEIS’TU'C 
SECURIORI AC MEJLIOR1 REORUM CUSTOOI^E 
* NOVUM CARCEREM 
INNOCENTIUS X. PONT. MAX. 

POSUIT , 

ANNO DOMINI 
MDCEV. 

To JuJlice end'CkrMncy> 

tor nee more Jccure and belter euftody of criminals , 

Pope Innocent X. eretled this New Prifon , 

In the year of our Lord 

1655. 

On the ground floor, on one fide are the Saves for ,tjie galleys at 
(1 elta-vecchia : on the other fide is a fort of cook’s fhppj and a tap- 
100m, over which are the women's apartments, five of whom were in the 


The elegance and fimplicity of the front of this piifon occafioned me to give 
a plate of it. 

fecrete 
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Jecrete chambers,and twenty more at large.—There are eighteen of thefc r„ •, 

ftrong rooms f6r the men, which are clof$ and often five, each of them i * V: " 
having but one window for admitting light and air. Thefe rooms 
are never opened without an order from the governor of the city. 

There were fixty-eight prifoners. They are not permitted to go out 
of their rooflna at any time; but for examination.—Some Jfaying been 
confined there many years, appeared with pale fickly countenances ; 
but none were in irons. 

Here is a chamber for diftrafted prifoners, in which were feven 
miferable objects, , 

There are .feveral chambers with beds for thofe who are called 

. * 

prifoners at large, for-which each pays one paule and a half (about 
eight pence) anight. There is,a chamber for priefis, one for hoys, 
one for Jews, and^one for prifpners who have cutaneous diforders. 

Oh the upper .floor are two Infirmaries: one, appropriated to 
the prifoners -in the Jecrete, in which were four patients. In the 
other,, which is for the reft of the prifoners, were ten patients the firft 
time I was there, and the laft time only /even.* The whole prilbn 
is arched with brick,, for fecurity in cafe of fire. ‘ The pafljges are 
feven feet two inches wide, and light. The afeent to each ftory, is 
by two flights of Seventeen ftone fteps. Thefe ftaircafes are feven feet 
three inches wide} the riles five inches: this I mention, as gene¬ 
rally, in our priforis . (even thofe that are lately built) the Hairs are 


* This infirmary is a fpacious airy ward, feventy-three feet by twenty-three, v. uii 
feventeen beds three feet three inches- afunder; was titan, and had every thing 
proper for the lick. 


narrow. 
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narrow, the rifes high, and the paffages dark and inconvenient. 
wi{h I could fay I had feen n,o torture chamber.’ 

In the prifon at the Capitol are two rooms for poor debtors, and 
for criminals; whofe offences are not lb great as to caufe them to 
be confined in the Jecrete. The prifoners in one of thefe rooms, 

'■ft _ f 

had the privilege of alking alms of the pafiengers;- There were" 

five debtors in rooms which they paid for, and two criminals in the 

# ■ ' . 

Jecrete. This prifon is not offenfive.4: There is a constant current of 
water through one of the large rooms; 

The ftate prifoners are. confined in the cattle of San Angelo. The 
rooms appropriated to that purpofe were all empty, except one, in 
which was a bifttop, who had been confined upwards of twenty years, 
and was diftrafted. Here were alfo eighteen condamati who work 
in the fortrefs, and had each a light chain. ' Th|y feemed healthy 
and well. , 

On the death of the Pope , the prifoners are brought hither from 
the great prifon, for upon fuch occasions the prifons are thoroughly 
cleaned. - - i 

I can give but little information refpe&ing the prifon of the inqui- 
fition. It is fituated near the great church of St. Peter’s . ; On one 


* There is a table, of regulations by the authority of themagiftrates hung up in 
this prifon, ordering the exa£l times, of opening the prifon and the court, of faying 
mafi daily, and of diffributing the alms. The times vary twice in a month, accord¬ 
ing to the different length of the days. In the fame table, the phyfician is ordered 
to vifit the tic k in the infirmary every morning, and in cafo of extraordinary illnefs, 
in the evening. 

. fide 
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fide of the court round which it is built, is the inquifitor general’s 
palace. Over the gate is an infeription importing “ that it was 
erefted by Pope Pius V. in the year 15J69.” The windows of the 
prifon have wooden blinds, and at a fmall diftance is a high wall.* 

In this City, and many others in Italy, is a Confraternita della mife- 
ricordia , called S. Giovanni di Fiorentini. f It confifts of about 
feventy, chiefly nobles, of the beft families. After a prifoner is 
condemned, one or two of them come to him the midnight before 
his execution, inform him of the fentence, and continue with him 
till his death! They, with the c onfePCor, exhort and comfort him, 
and give him his choice of the moft delicious food. All the fraternity 
attend the execution, drefled in white. When the prifoner is dead, 
they leave him hanging till the evening} then one of the fraternity , 
generally a prince, cuts him down, and orders him to be conveyed to 
the burying-place 'which they have appropriated to malefa&ors. I 
was there the twenty-ninth of Auguft, the only day in the year when 
this burying-place is opened to the public.—Adjoining an elegant 
church is a chapel, which makes one fide of a court, and on each 
of the other three Tides, is a portico fupported by Doric pillars. 


* The chambers of this feknt and melancholy abode were quite inacceflible to me ; 
and yet I fpent qear two hours about the court and the priefts apartments, till my 
continuance there.began to raife fufpicion. 

f Manv of Florentine extraction were the founders. This inlh'tution is ancient, 
for the church of S. Gio. Battijla Decollate belonged to them in 1450. 


In 
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In the middle of the pavement* of the front portico the women, 
and in one of tjie fide porticos the men are buried. The latter are 
interred in the lame drefs i» which they were hanged for in Italy, 
coffins are not in general ufe. 

The holpital of S. Michele is a large and noble edifice. The back 
front is near three hundred yards long. It confifts pf fi^veral courts 
with buildings round them. In the apartments oa three Tides of one 
of the molt fpacious of thefe courts, are rooms for various.manufac¬ 
tures and arts,, in which boys who are orphans or deftitutc are edu¬ 
cated and inftruded. When I was there, the number was about two 
hundred, all learning different trades according to their different 
abilities and genius. Some were educated for printers, fame for 
bookbinders, defigners, fmichs, carpenters, taylprs, fhoemakers, and 
barbers j and fome for weavers and dyers, a cloth manufadure being 
carried on here in all its branches.’ When the hoys arrive at the age 
of twenty years, they are compleatly clothed, and a certain fum is 
given to let them up in the bufinefs they have learned. In the mid¬ 
dle of the court is a noble fountain, and there arp feveral infcriptions 
to the honour of the founders of this exceEent inftitution. 

Joining to another court are apartments for the aged and infirm, 
in which were two hundred and Cixty tnen, and two hundred and 
twenty-fix women. Here th?y find a Comfortable retreat, having 


* Here arc marble fquares, in which arc circular apertures far the interment of 
thofe that are executed. Round thefe Hones is inferibed, 

“ Domine, cum veneris judkate, 

“ Noli nos condemnart.” 

0 Lord, when thou Jhalt come to judge, 
do not condemn tu. 


clean 
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clean rooms and a refe&ory. I convcrfed with fome of them, and Rome 
they appeared happy and thankful. S. Michele, 

Another part of this Hofpital is a prifon for boys or young men. 

Over the door is this Infcription: 

CLEMENS XI. PONT. MAX. 

^ERDITIS ADOLESCENTIBUS CORRIGENDIS 
INSTITUENDISQUE 
UT QUI INERTES OBERANT 
INSTRUCTI REIPUBUCiE SERVIANT 
AN. SAL. MDCCIV. PONT. IV. 

Pope Clement XI. 

For the correction and inftruClion 
Of profligate youth: 

fhat they, who when idle, were injurious, 

When injiruCled, might be ufeful, , 

To the State. 

I7°4. 

In the room is inferibed the following admirable fentence, in which 
the grand purpofe of all civil policy relative to criminals is expreffed. 

PARUM EST 
COERCERE IMPROBOS 
POENA 

NISI PROBOS EFFICIAS 
DISCIPLINA. 

It is of little advantage 
To refrain the Bad 
By Punifhment, 

Unlefs you render them Good 
By Difcipline. 

G Here 
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Here were fifty boys fpinning, and in the middle of the room * 
an infcription hung up, 

SILENTIUM. 

In this hofpital is a toom alfo for women. On the outfide is an 
infcription, exprcfling, that it was ere&ed by Clement XII. in 1735, 
for refraining the licentioufnefs and punijhing the crimp of women. - 

There are in Rome niany hofpitals for the fick, but they were in 
general crowded, yet none of them had more than one patient in a 
bed. In the great hofpital of San Spirito in Saffih, f there were, 
the firft time I vifited it, a thoufand and fifteen patients 5 the fecond 
time, eleven hundred and three. | 

The hofpital of S. Gio Laterano was alfo crowded and offenfive; 
and that of S, Giacomo degV Incurabili was worfe: § but that called 


• This room being different from any I had before feen, I had a plan taken, 

which may give a clearer idea of it than a verbal defeription would do. 

\ 

■f Formerly many nations founded hofpitals in this city. This »v 3 s founded by 
one of our Saxon kings. Some others continue to the prefent time entirely national, 
as the Milanefe , Florentine, and Spanijh hofpitals. 

J Here is a ftaircafe remarkable for its afeent being very eafy, for valetudinarians, 
and for carrying up the lick in a kind of chairs or enclo/ed beds. It is feven feet wide, 
and has a rail on each fide. Every Hep is an inclined plane of three inches afeent, 
one foot eight inches wide, and the rife from one ftep to another is only three inches. 
Thefe fteps are of bricks, fet edgeways, and fronted with ftone. 

§ Indeed I faw the hofpitals under great difadvantages, it being a very fickly 
time, occafioned by the long continuance of drought, and the extraordinary heats of 
the fummer 1778. 


Benfratelli , 
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Benfratelli, that for the Florentines, that of S. Maria^qella Cortfola- 
zione,* were clean, and perfectly free from, any offensive fcents. In 
this lafl-mentioned hofpital, no patients are received except fuch as 
have wounds or fra&ures. The Gallicano, another hofpital in this 
City, is folely for cutaneous diforders. 

Before we take otir leave of Rome, it may be proper juft to men¬ 
tion the Hofpital for pilgrims and convalefcents. Recovering patients, 
when difmifled from the other hofpitals, may enter into this, and 
refide here three days, lodge in airy wards, dine in the refe&ory, and 
be well attended. 

The Pope's galleys are at Civita-veccbia. Theflaves condemned to 
them are confined for different terms, according to the nature of their 
crimes: but the fhorteft time is three years for vagabonds, who are 
generally employed on board the pontons in clearing the harbour. 
For theft, the term is never under feven years, Perfons convidted 
of forgery are always confined for life and if found guilty of forg¬ 
ing bank-notes, or any inftruments by which large fums have been 
loft, they are punifhed with an iron glove. Prifoners for life arc 
chained two and two together : thofe for limited terms have all a Angle 
chain, and, at their firft arrival, of the fame weight j but when they 
have no more than one or two years to ferve, they have only a ring 


* At night, two chains are put acrofs the ftrect over-againfl this hofpital, by an 
•order of Pope Alexander VII. in 1661, for the purpofe elegantly expreffed in the 
infeription, 

Ke prittereunte Jfrepilu Quiet Arnica filentii 
Omnino ab agratantibus txularet. 

G a 
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Cj vjta- round their lq. which is leflened as the end of their term approaches. 

ECCH1A. - . 

for efcapes, they are obliged to finifh their firfi condemnation, and 

then receive a frelh one for the fame time , as the former j but if 
* 

the firft was for life, the fame is renewed, and they receive from 
a hundred to two hundred lafhes a, day, for jjiree days after their 
arrival. None are Jent to the galleys under the age oj twenty ; cri¬ 
minals of a younger age are kept at the hofpital of S. Michele in 
Rome till they are of age j and are there employed in fpinning, and 
fed on Bread and water. 

Thb allowance to each Have is three pounds of bread a day; and 
fifty-five pounds of beans or calavances to each galley, with which 
they generally make a kind of foup once in two or three days, and 
they are allowed two pound and a half of oil to boil with their beans. 
At Bqfhr, Cbriftmas, and Carnival, they are allowed one pound of 
beef and half a pint of wine a man, and twenty-five pounds of rice to 
a galley. 

For their cloathing, they have once in two years, a ftriped 
Wpollen capotte and waiftcoat, two flhirts, two pair of canvafs breeches, 
and a woollen cap j and every year, two feec and a half of woollen 
cloth to wrap round their legs inftead of dockings.* 

' 0 Thz Jlaves here are conftantly employed, and have what they earn 
fiip themfclves, being paid according to their abilities and the nature 

• Ths yearly expen&j of each Have for maintenance, cloathing, and chains, is 
computed at fifteen Roman crowns and eighty-feven bakes , about £3 : 13:9. 

At the time of my being at Civita-veeebia, three of the galleys were out on a 
cruize, and two only remained. Through the whole night there'was great filence, 
though about four hundred were chained in each of the galleys. 

Of 
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of their work. For /awing in the arfenal, they arey&id two pence 
a day each; for •aiorkmg as'md/onst two pence halfpenny; for car¬ 
rying ftones ahdfmortir, , only a penny. Such as work at the can- 
vafs and callico manufaftories are paid from two pence to eight 
pence, according to the quality of the work, &c. At the public 
works they Sre allowed an !; hour for dinner, and in fummer-time an 
hour for breakfaft.* 

Here is a fpacious hofpital on Jhore for the flaves. Non? were in 
irons.- All ws clean. In.the centre of the great room in this hof¬ 
pital was an altar for public wor/hip. A particular room was appro¬ 
priated for foch as had cutaneous diforders, and another for con- 
fumptive patients.f 

The principal prifon in the great and populous tity of Naples | 
is La Vicaria , under the courts of juftice. It contained when I was 
there, according tp the gaoler's account, nine hundred and eighty pri- 
foners. In about eight large rooms communicating with one another, 
there were five hundred and forty fickly obje&s, who had accefs to a 


* For the preceding account Tam indebted to our countryman Mr. Denham, who 
has the fuperintendence of the Pope’s galleys. 

t In this country, the phyficians are perfuaded that the cenfumption is a Contagious 
diforder. Patients affliSed with it'in hofpitals have a feparate ward. The fame pre¬ 
cautions are ufed to prevent infettiop as in the plague. When this diforder has-been 
. in private houfes, the furniture is removed, and the rooms are feraped and fumi¬ 
gated, before they are again inhabited. 

t An account is taken every year of the inhabitants of this City ; and at Eafter 
1777, their number was 350,061 ; of whom 164,545 were males, aud 160,071 fe¬ 
males, befides 3303 priefts, 4*31 monks, and 6311 nuns. 
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court furounde&yby buildings fo high as to prevent the circulation. 
of air. In this court was a recefs, under arcades like thofe under the 
chapel at Newgate. Some of the prifoners were employed in knitting, 
and others in making (hoes, but mod of them were entirely without 
employment. In fix chambers, which opened into a (pacious hall, 
were many beds for fuch as could pay for them. Adjoining was a 
chapeh and an airy infirmary for the whole prifon.* In feven clofe 
offenfive rooms were thirty-one prifoners, almoft without cloaths on 
account of the great heat: and in fix, dirty rooms communicating 
with one another were fifty women. Of all the prifoners, one man 
only was in irons, in a dungeon, near a fmall chapel which is allotted 
to the condemned before execution. 

The bread was good: the daily allowance to each was twenty-two 
ounces. 

There were three other prifens: one contained eighty prifoners, 
another near iixty, the other but eleven. 

The galleys were moored about ten feet from the (hore. In the 
firfi, w£fc two hundred and Iixty (laves? in the fecond, two hundred 
and ninety-eight j in the third) two hundred and leventy j and in the 
fourth , four hundred,* moft of them flout and healthy. All were 
chained two and two together. Their bread was hard, but fweet. 


* There were firty perfons in this infirmary, in lingle beds, with fhcets, 
coverlids, 

In vifiting the prifohs of Italy, I obferved, that in general great attention was 
paid to the Tick j but I cdttld not avoid remarking, that too little care was taken to 
prevent ficknefs. 

From the heat of the clitnate, one might imagine the gaol fiver would be very 
likely to prevail j bat I did not find it in any of the prifons. 


About 
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About twenty-fix ounces a day was allowed them /and when em¬ 
ployed in the arfenal and other public works, they nave an extraordi¬ 
nary allowance of near a penny a day. After efcapes, if they are 
retaken, their whole term is doubled. Each galley has a chaplain, 
and public worlhip on Sundays and Holidays. 

In the Serraglio, or great alms-houfe,* there were about five hun¬ 
dred and fifty prifoners condannatt in eight or nine rooms. Many of 
them work as labourers on this great building, with chains varying 
according to thr terms of their confinement j and have the extra al¬ 
lowance juft mentioned, with five ounces of flour forfoup. In thefe 
rooms were fhoemakers at work, as in fome of the galleys j but moil 
of the prifoners had no employment.f 

This great building is to be a receptacle for the aged and infirm j 
and for beggars and idle perfons. There is a great number of the 
former in fome rooms that are finifhed, and which have windows into 
a court, where they were digging a foundation for a very large 
church, by which the numerous inhabitants will be deprived of the 
falutary effects of the circulation of air. 

The galley (laves have an hofpital on the Jbore% fronting the bay, 
entirely appropriated to them and their guards. It has four or five 


• The front of this building already extends near thirteen hundred feet, and pro¬ 
bably it will be enlarged. 

f As no regular plan had been fettled for the employment of thefe Haves, the king 
lately made a prefent of three hundred of fuch of them as had been condemned for 
life to the Malt e/e. 

| On my telling the furgeon, that in fome countries a part of each galley is made 

an hofpital: he replied, “ that mull: foon make the whole an hofpital.” 

• fpacious 
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Ipacious and tdry wards, cleanerjtjtfref hofpkals in 

»'( , v " ' ■; *. • ;• j ..Tv 

this city. One of thefe rTOrnsv^ ^kp^ fdr. of-the marine. 

The patients are diftinguifhed ill—*and 

recovering. Great attention , is r pai^td the^i^d they are allowed 


Great attention. ia» cutid td. tl 
good bread in fufficient qu anti ty.^; 

:iiv»' ! 

The great and crowded hofpitijf df^ 


s. 


have wards appropriated to the cdire qf wobnded peri 

, ■ ■ ■ ■■ : V’.'" 

ic The hofpital of the Benfrateltiy Giiit di Die, is clean and 
^legant; ' It confifts chiefly* 'iC^i^^^^^^rd^'at ^^end of. which 
I is an altar and a room for poor priefls^ and at ttie pther end a table on 
which were placed the was infcribed 

a reference to the appoflte words of %^iptufe, Matthew xxv. 35, 36. 

aij§y* 


* The frequency of aflaults and afTaffinationsin Italy if generally known. 

: Many of the common people feemto, be infehfible of the atrpCiovfnjsf* of the crime 
*.pf murder. I have heard crimiiaU ^n pn|bn ijj&tftfh With ftenjing fatisfaftjqn 
of mind, ** that though they ftabbedr ; |they {£4 not #6^." If ye confider that wards 
andf.er#b hofpital*. appropriated t: the wounded are filled with patients, that the 
{NrifOiis ari crowded, nod that many •»' Conttnyally taking refuge on the fleps of 
churches, and examine our account* ’ in Janffp'tUp and th t Judges’ Returnt, WC 
may reckon that there are more murders comittit^itt | par in the city of Naples or 
Rme t than in Great Britain and Inland. D*dfes-tn 3 jt iti6tii prove, that the Englijh are 
>os natural!/ cruel? And might not arguments be dwived frem hence, for the re- 
vlfal and repeal of feme of our fanguiriary laws ? The Marquis Rtccaria juftly re¬ 
marks, in his EJfay oft tyimetymd Punijhments, chap. 28,^ «* That the punilhment of 
“ death if peir nicious^to" Ipyfty, from the example of barbarity it affords.” 

+ In mai^^^iSl/djStS^fpitals, and /si «l7 that I haVe feen belonging to this 
order of over thei'Sck’ wards, that', they are. ulofiy as 

our churches 
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At Lucca, they formerly fold their condannatl to tie Genoefe or Lucca. 
Venetians , but, now .they keep them in prifon widfout any em¬ 
ployment. 

yjrcnva, befides a pirifon for debtors , and a prifon for female cri- Genoa. 
tninals, there a great prifon for male criminals, confifting of thirty-five 
rooms. I faw none of the prifoners in irons. Their daily allowance 
was thirteen ounces of good wheaten bread for each. To this prifon 
belongs an hoipital and a chapel, with a large room to which the 
condemned arejbrought four daysbefore their execution.—The in- 
ftrudtions formed for this prifon by ( the fupreme fyndics, are hung up 
in it, and contain good regulations, as will appear from the follow¬ 
ing account of a few of them. 

The keeper fhall have udder him fix afliftants:—and the faid 
keeper is to be refponfible, and liable to punilhment, if any of the 
afliftants Ihall be guilty of the leaft fraud or negleft in their employ- ' 
ment.—The advocate fifeal is once a week, at any time he fhall think 
proper (but taken be is leaft 'expelled ) to vifit the cells of the prifon, 
and to enquire diligently how the prifoners are treated by the keeper 
and afliftants, in Older to give information to the moft Jerenefenate. 

See.— When any prifoner is condemned to death, he is immediately 
to be put into chains.—The keeper is always to keep the chapel four, 
except at the time of celebrating mafs, confeflion, or adminiftering 
confolation to the unhappy.—He is alfo to take care that the prifoners 
do not play at any games, particularly cards. The laft order is, that 
this table of regulations be fixed up in the criminal court of juftice, 
in the chancery, and in the apartments of the criminals. 

In one of the galleys juft returned from conveying feme noblemen Gmrv<. 
to their country feats, I found about three hundred ftout fellows, 

H clean 



appendix. 


53 

Glno\ clean and heldthy: for the old aR$ ipfirm ha4be?n loft in the galleys 

c«Ai LtA s a t home, of which there were ot$y f tyyp, th^ o&Sfjwci being out on 

a cruize. 

The holpital tor the galleys is q# ana in it are hung up 

" ' , ‘ > Iff?? (*n< n,' 11' 

the regulations, which confift chiefly of fuchbrdersjis the following: 

i * 

That five fuperintendepts fhall be appointed by the magiftrates, 
who every month (hall d^aw lots, tojfctermtne whicf* of the galleys 
they are to infpeft.—That exaft lifts df the crewfi’ahd °fth6 fick in 
the infirmary, with an account ofthiiflme of their adrhiilion, thall be 
taken and kept, with the affift|flce iff thejpfiyfic&iv "chaplain, and, 
furgeon.—That the fecretary Ihati l&ep a regUteVbfall tiling? necef- 
fary to be provided ■, bread, wine, meat, p§afe,. beans, Vice, &e. &c. 
—That four caldrons of broth fhall be allowed weekly to a galley, 
befides kettles of broth ftatedly given thejn in the thrpe winter months. 
—That when the fuperintendents difcontinue the allowance of meat, 
cheefe, oil, and ftockfifh, the chaplain fhali fee that each of the flaves 
be ferved daily with half a pint of wi'ne.—That the phyficians (hall 
keep exad accounts of their orders of meat, wine, paftry, &c.—That 
the captains and midfliipmen fhall take $aic that all the regulations 
be exactly obferved. 

Hospital. In the great hofpital there were about three hundred men and fix 
hundred women. All fick perfons of any nation are admitted into it; 
and it is one of the beft and leaft offenfive of the public hofpitals of 
Italy. Here was a room and ward for foundlings, crowded and clofej- 
and the poor infants .were cruelly bound hands and feet with 
bandages. 


There 
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if) this hqfjjital apartments for the fnjan?. Thefe 
apartments and dittyand the calm and pth, I found in¬ 

humanly confined in ’|fie fitmeTOQm with’the noijy and turbulent . 


Ths Albergo - hofpitil, ,fituated on an eminence within fight of the 
harbour, is an afylujm t fer boys and girls. 1 here were in it a hun¬ 
dred and fe^entecn" former, and four hundied and eighty-two 
of the latter., It is fomethiilg fimilar to the noble and well-regulated 
holpital of San Michele at Rome. Over the door of the great room, 
where numbers wefe {pinningand weaving,*is this infcription*. 

SileffffUm Obedientia. 


K 

In Milan , befides 'the great prifon in which are twenty Jecrete 
chambers}*—the prifon for debtors,f &c.—there arc two pri/ons 
called L’ArgaJlro , and La Caja dt Correzione, which do honour to the 
country. Both are for criminals, condemned either for a term of 
years, or for life. Th cmofi atrocious , work in chains in the ftreets; 
the others only in the houfe. 


* The general fiae of thefe roomo U eleven feet by twelve to fifteen. In fome 
were only one or two perfops, but in others fix or eight: the windows are towards a 
high wall eleven feet diltant. Thefe are fome of the ftrongell and molt retired rooms 
in the Italian pnfons, which the molt atrocious offenders, and thofe who are imprifoned 
for life, are confined. They are inacceffiblrbut by a fpecial order. The entrance is 
guarded by two doors, between which is a narrow fpace, juft fufHcient to admit two 
perfoni. Into this you are locked before the turnkey opens the inner door, for fear 
thefe defperate criminals Ihould attempt to rulh out and murder the keeper for the 
kejs. 

f Ik this great trading city, th&e were only four perfoni confined for debt. 
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In L’ArgaJlro there were three hundred and fifty-nine prifoners, 
healthy and A conftderabltf number of them were at .work in 

public:* but in the houfe there were at work fhoe-makers, taylors, 
fmiths, wheelwrights, cabinet-makers, turners, nailers, rope-makers, 
leather-dreflers, painters on.gauze, fpinners,and weavers. In one 
room eleven looms were employed, f 

Their dormitory is a fpacious room, with three ftages in it on 
which they lie. In the centre of the cieling are four large apertures 
and fixteen fmall ones. J / 

There is a large court and a pump; and running water for wafhing§ 
the linen of the prifoners, which they fhift once a week. The daily 
allowance to each is thirty-five ounces of good Bread, || and a ltiefs of 
good vegetable foup. They have two hours for dinner and repofe. 


* Thet water the Greets and public walks (at the expenfe of the city) there 
being nineteen fmall four-wheeled waggons for that purpofe; fix men draw, and one 
attends behind chained. Others repair the pavements, &c. . 

f Many learn feveral trades; fo that there is a probability, that when their term 
is finilhed, they will become ufcful members of fociety ; which be the grand 

thjta in all fuch houfes. They receive tor themfelves one third of what they earn, 
and two thirds go to the houfe. 

j A prisoner, whofe employment was drawing defigns and patterns, gave me a 
plan of the rooms and courts in this prifon. 

§ I observed to one of the prifoners that they were cleaner than moil working 
men ; he replied, “ or elfe the confinement would be intolerable.” 

|| On e loaf was equal to the daily allowance of two prifoners, and it was divided 
into two equal parts with an engine, and each received his own portion every day. 

All 
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All had a chain' to each leg. If any efcape and j/e retaken, the 
whole term is renewed, and half as much more * 

In this houfe there is an hofpital, 'a chapel, and an apartment for 
the chaplain. 

The Caff di Correzione is now building, on a noble and fpacious 
plan.* The dormitory, and the. work-rooms for the men are finilhed 
and occupied.f . In one of thefe work-rooms there were forty looms 
employed weaving linen, cotton, and diaper: in which alfo, and in 
two others opening into it, were warping and swifting-mills, and wind¬ 
ing-wheels. Under thefe was a calendar: and fome were employed in 
heating (not carding) cotton. . In a detached temporary building I 
faw a prifoner employed in weaving gauze; who (as I conjectured 
from the great refort to him) was reckoned curious in this art. With 
the afliftance of fome whom he employed, he kept four looms a t 
work. Other prifoners were bleaching the cloth manufactured in the 
houfe. And fome were employed as labourers and mafons in this 
t^at building. 

cWer the work-rooms 'is the great hall or dormitory , the room for 
boys, and the infirmary. The dormirnry is lightfome, airy and clean, 
and appears evidently to be an improvement on that of San Michele at 


* The Count de Firmiau, governor of Lombardy, whofe amiable charafter is well 
known to our Englijh travellers, not only honoured me with the plan, but favoured 
me with every advantage for examining the prifons. 

-| The two work-rooms for the women, (juft finifhed'. are large and lofty, and in 
each there are five large windows, placed high above the floor. At one corner of 
thefe rooms are ftone bafons, with water laid in to them. 
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Mh ak. Rome.* It coMfts of a great room, (one hundred and twenty-four 
feet by thirty-one) f near the end of which there is an altar* with a' 
cupola over it: on one fide of the altar is the dormitory for boys, 
and on the other the infirmary; and all together make the figure of a 
profs, which is the form of many hospitals in Italy and other Roman 

, ■ * ‘ i • * ' 

Catholic countries. 

i There were near three hundred prifohers in this houfe; twenty of 
whom were chained to two benches in the dormitory, but at the fame 
time employed in fpinning, making and mending clothes. There are. 
two or three rooms, adjoining thofe in which they work* occupied as 
warehoufes. All the prifoncrs work in irons. 

Hospital. In vifiting the great hojfital , my expectations, which had been too 
much raifed by the accounts of travellers, were difappointed. Moft 
of the wards are on the ground floor and not lofty, as there are rooms 
over them. They are alfo dirty and oftenfive, though provided with 
fpacious drains. They have a middle row of beds, and in many of 
the beds were two perfons: but ca're was taken to feparate the pati¬ 
ents in fevers from thofe who were attended, by furgeons.J 

* I therefore Infert the plan of this alfo 

f On each fide of the hall are three ftonc galleries, two feet eight inches wide, with 
iron rails. The chambers are all numbered, amounting to one hundred and twenty: 
thefe are all fimilar, nine feet two inches by eight feet two 5 they have one window out¬ 
ward, three feet by two: and one towards the great room, two feet five inches by 
one foot five: they are furnilhed with, a bed and bedding, a ftool, and a vault. In 
the infirmary, and the dormitory for boys, a 1 well as in the great hall, there were 
Hone finks and water laid in, : 

J Most of the chirurgical patients had been Wounded in fudden quarrels or 
aiTaults. 
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The hofpital of S. Gio di Bio exhibits that cleanlinefs and attenti¬ 
on, which this fraternity always djfcovers. 

In the hofpital for orphans called La Stella , the work and bed rooms 
were fpacious, neat an$ agreeable. There were three hundred girls 
in it; whofe employment was making lace on round pillows. * 

In the prifon at the Citadel of Turin there were one hundred and 
feventy in irons; fome had the half-chain, others were chained two 
and two together. Thefe prifoners continue always unemployed, till 
they are fent to the galleys at FUla-Franca. Their unhealthy counte¬ 
nances plainly fhewed the little attention paid to them.—In this 
prifon there was a chamber for convalefcents, who not being fit for 
labour, are continued here forty days before they are fent to the galleys. 

In the great hofpital of San. Giovanni there were a multitude of old 
men and women, whofe apartments had a very improper communi¬ 
cation with the wards of the lick and dying. 

In the hofpital of La Car it a, there were about two thoufand inha¬ 
bitants, moftly boys and girls. 

Here alfo is an hofpital for lunaticks , where with pain, I law 
wards crowded with beds, and in fome of them milerable creatures 
chained and raving. 

At Cham berry I found that the falutary pra&ice of walhing the 
prifon was adopted. Befides the Hated allowance of good bread, the 

* I .wished them a more healthy employment, and that they had ufed the /quart 
pillofws of Flanders-, for conftantly Hooping mult be prejudicial. Such as are thus 
enjployed are generally of a pal? and fickly complexion. 
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prifoners are often fupplied with bread and foup, and in winter with' 
clothes and coverlids, by a charitable Tocicty of ladies. In pne of the 
rooms I law chafns; but w^s told they had not been ufed fince the 
walls had been built high. A difmal torture chamber, into which 
day-light never enters, makes a part of this prifon. 

At Geneva I revifited the prifon which was formerly^the bilhop’s 
palace. There were in it two debtors, and five other prifoners •, to 
whom great attention was paid, as they were then laying new floors, 
left the rooms Ihould be damp and injurious to their health. * 

In the houje of correction there were no prifoners. * 


SWITZERLAND. 


In entering Switzerland from Geneva, a traveller will be furpri- 
fed to meet frequently with a gibbet on the road, if he be not in¬ 
formed that almoft every Jeigneurie or bailiwick has a prifon, and 
poflefles the power of trying criminals and capically convi&ing them. 
I vifited one of thefe prifons. 'It belonged to Mr. Baron de Prangins, 

*1 hoped to have found here no torture chambers, but I had only the pleafure 
to hear that none had fuftercd in them thefe twenty five years. They are thus rc- 
ftrained by the thirty fccond article in the Reglement de I'illuftre Mediation four la fa- 
(if cation dei troubles de la Refublique de Geneve, piiblifhed in 1738, “ Les accujes et 
“ criminels ne fourront etre appliques «la ghtefiiun ou Torture, que prealahhmnt ils n'yent 
“ ete par jugemtnt deftnitif, cendamnes a mort," 

af.:l 



SWITZERLAND. 

and confifted of four rooms at the top of his caftle. * It was empty: 
and this is commonly the cafe with the prifons in thi^ country, in 
confequence of the virtuous education and jnduftry of'the inhabitants. 

At Frey burg there wcVe no prifoncrs except a few in the houfe of 
corre<ftion. The men convitbs are employed abroad in cleaning the 
ft roots, See. • 

There were none confined in all the prifons at Bern, except in the 
two houfes of correftion. In that for the city, the men and women 
wore fpinning. In the other, called the Scallenbaus, there were a 
hundred men and forty-one women, who were in feparate apart¬ 
ments, and three different rooms affigned to each fox according to 
their different crimes and the terms for which they were condemned, f 
They were all employed either in the houfe or abroad, except iifteen, 
who feemed miferable for want of employment. J 

‘ I observed the fame thing at the caftle in the ifle of Gorgc.nr. in Italy, where 
were two rooms at the top of the building for prifons. This is different from the 
ancient cruel mode of confining prifoners in pits and dungeons of calllcs. 

•{• An old keeper having left the door of one of the men's wards unlocked, twelve 
prifoners forced the outu J°or and walked off. The people, who happened to fee 
them, fuffering them to pafs, hecaufc they fuppoled they were going to work in the 
greets. When four or five of them fomc time after were retaken and carried to their 
old lodgings, the magiftrates ordered that they Ihould rut be p unified, coufidering that 
every one muft be defirous of gaining liberty. As they had not been guilty of affault 
or violence in making their efcape, the puniihmcnt fell on the keeper for his negligence. 

J Where the crimes are of fuch a nature as to aliow or require indulgence, it ftiould 
be givon them by fliortening their term of confinement, or in fome other way, indeed 
of aiyfwing them to be idle. I have feen this falfe indulgence to prifoners in fcveral 
placj 
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Some of the women were employed in fpinning. I faw them bring 
in their week’s work, and after it was examined, receive twenty-fevcn 
pounds of flax ■ for the following week. At that time fome of the 
town’s people came and purchafed the flax that had been ipun, and 
paid for it to an injpetlor who lives near the prifon. 

As the employment of the male convicts out of doors is here 
fomewhat fimilar to that at Milan , I give a reprelentation of it from 
a draught taken by a painter in this city; I have alfo given a 
view of the employment of the women , though I deteft the cuf- 
tom of daily expofing that fex to fuch ignominy and feverity, unlefs 
when they are totally abandoned, and have lofl: all the lbfter 
feelings of their.fex.* 

At Zurich there is a prifon, fituated in the middle of the river, 
for capital crimes, f and a houfe of correction. In the latter, which 
is convenient and fpacious, there were about fixty prifoners. Nine- 


* Win it need an apology if the inode of publifhing the affine of bread in this 
City be juft mentioned ? It is better than that at Henna and feveral other cities. In 
the middle of the window of every baker’s fliop is hung up in full view, the bill on 
pafteboard, fpccifying the weight and price of three different forts of bread, and, at 
the bottom, that of the fine rolls. The bills are figned b ? the magiftrates’ fecretary. 
If the price continues the fame the following month, the fecretary notes it on all the 
bills. I copied one of thefe bills, and purchafed the different forts of bread, which 
I found to be full, or rather o ver weight. 

f Here was only oneprifoner. The firft room was for examination; in it were 
five different weights for torture, and if we may depend on tradition, the heavieft, which 
is one hundred and twenty pounds, was ufed in torturing a burgomafter of thjs city. 
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teen of the men worked abroad for the citizens, who paid them for 
their work, but not fo much as other labourers. • The reft were 
fpinnjng within doors or working at fome trade. I obferved one 
woman colouring botanical prints. They have a chapel in which 
they attend divine fervice, and are catcchifed every friday. Three 
times a day,# fuch of them as do not work abroad walk under arcades 
in a large fquare court, during which time, by the advice of one of 
the phyficians in this city, their rooms are thoroughly aired, the doors 
and windows being thrown open. They have good bedding j and 
they are well applied with bread and foup every day, but no meat. 

The prifoners oil entrance have the houjc clothes, and their own 
are hung up, with their names, and the time of their commitment, 
noted upon them. 

There were no prifoners at Schaffbau/en, except three in the houje 
of correftion . 

From Switzerland I returned into Germany , to vifit fome prifons 
which I had not feen, particularly thofe in the free or imperial Cities, 


GERMANY. 


AT Augjburg, the prifon is on the fide of a hill, at the back of 
the town-houfe. It confifts of many cacbots or fmall rooms on three 
different floors. There is one for examination, and there are two for the 
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engines of torture.* The condemned are brought three days before 
their execution into two light rooms, which open into a Roman 
catholic chapel: where, however, if a prifoncr be a protelhmt, a 
Lutheran minifter is permitted to' attend him. 

• 

The honfe of correBion confifts of .buildings on t-ivo ftdes of a 
fpacious court; one fide for thofe of the Roman catholic religion, 
and the other for proteftants, with a chapel for each. The rooms 
were all clean, and are white-wafhed every year. Oppofite to the 
front windows in moll of die rooms, were high windows, of a femi- 
circular form, which were defigned for promoting a circulation of air. 

At Munich or Munchen there are two prifons for criminals. One 
in the town-houfe had in it fix men and two women prifoners.f In 
a dark damp dungeon down feventeen fteps were the inilruments of 
torture. 

The other, called La Prifon de la Cour, confided of about fifteen 
cells, twelve feet by feven, and a black torture-room. | 

In 


* There are alfo two dark dungeons for fuch as have been coneifted of witch¬ 
craft : but they are in a very ruinous condition, and feem to have been a long time 
without inhabitants. 

f Once a year, viz. on All-faints day, any perfons are permitted to enter and 
fee the prifon. There is a cuilom fimilar to this in Holland, at the Fair and other 
fixed times. 

' J In this room there is a table covered with black cloth and fringe. Six chairs 
for the magiltrates and fecretaries covered alfo with black cloth, are elevated two fteps 

above 
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In the houfe of correction were about forty men and thirty women i 
fome weaving wide cloth, but molt of them /pinning^ «The keeper or-' 
dered his fervant to attend me with charcoal and frankincenfe; a 
certain fign of negligence and inattention, which the countenances of 
the prifoners confirmed. 

I was agteeably relieved from the pain excited by thefe feenes, 
with the view of the two hofpitals of Les Freres and Les Sceurs de 
Cbarite. In the former were about forty beds; in the latter, twenty : 
the wards were about twenty-fix feet wide. All was neat and clean, 
ftill and quiet j and the great attention paid to the patients was every 
where apparent. I 'law the operation of bleeding performed by the 
mins with great dexterity and tendernefs. Over the foot of each bed 
a text of feripture was inferibed,* as in fome Italian hofpitals. 

Tor. prifon at Ratijbon or Regenflmrg is in the town-houfe. Many 
of the chambers are airy, and moll of them have ftoves. There are 


above the floor and painted black. Various engines of torture, fome of which are 
ilaincd with blood, hang round the room. When the criminals fuffer, the candles 
are lighted ; for the windows arc fltut clofe, to prevent their cries being heard abroad. 
Two crucifixes arc prefented to the view of the unhappy obje&s. But it is too (hock¬ 
ing to relate their different modes of cruelty. Even women are not fpared.—This 
room feemt vcr\ much like the torturc-roorn in Spain, deferibed in Limbcrcb's Hifitry of 
tbi laqui/iti'.u trar.flated by Chandler, vol. H. p. 221, yto. edit. “ It was a large under- 
ground room, arched, and the walls covered with black hangings. The candle- 
“ flicks were faftened to the wall, and the whole room enlightned with candles placed 
“ in them.—Tht inquifitor and notary fat at a table, fo that the place feemed as the 
“ very manfion of death, every thing appearing fo terrible and awful.” 
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no dungeons, but three dark cellars for torture, at which Iwo fena- 
tors, their fecrtfraijy, and the hangman with his valets aflift. At Mu¬ 
nich and fome other places, a* furgeon aIfo attends; but I heard of no 
fuch cuftom here. 

At the back of. the orphan-houfe is the houfe of correftion, in 
which were only two women. 

4t Nurenhurg the prifon is under the town-houfe. There are fif¬ 
teen fteps down to the goalcr’s kitchen. The apertures for admitting 
light into the paflages of the dungeons are level with the ground. 
This is one of the word prifons I ever faw. The dark unhealthy 
dungeons, and the dilmal torture-chamber,* do no honour to the 
magiftracy of this city.—The goaler makes ufe of a low trick to pre¬ 
vent the efcape of his prifoners, by terrifying them with the appre- 
henfions of falling under the power of witches, f 

In one of the city-towers in which lunatics are confined, there are 
three or four rooms for criminals of higher rank. 


• In this chamber on the Wall is infcnbed a gingling verfe, which I here infers 
as perhaps no traveller but myfelf has ever feed it: 

. Ad mala pat rat a, funt atra theatra par at a. 1753. 

+ In feveral of the German gaols there are dungeons for thofe that are guilty of 
witchcraft* but they feem to have been lon^ difufed : and I hope increafing light 
and good fenfe will foon intlrely banilh the ftare of witches, and canftquently the 
•witchu tbtmftlvtK 


The 
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The prifoners in the houfe of correftion* were employed in grinding. 
fpe&acle-glafles. The furplus of what they earn abijvt*forty creutzers 
or eighteen pence a week each, they are allowed for themfelves.t Some 
of the women were working gold and filver lace on culhions. 

At Schwabach , in the margraviate of Anfpach , is a large houfe of 
correction, in which were ninety-three prifoners. Some men here alfo 
were grinding glafles in two large rooms, and others, in different a- 
partments, were employed in polifhing fteel buttons for clothes, wire-t 
drawing, and making fpinning wheels : and I was informed that 
twelve were at work on the road. The women were fpinning. 

This houfe was clean and well regulated. The goaler readily 
fupplied me with a book containing an account of the regulations, 
&c. j in which are fome liberal and fenfible remarks that appear worth 
tranfcribing. 


* Over the gate of the houfe is this infcription : 

Hie criminum frequentia 
Mortalium dementia 
Compefcitur dementia 
Salva fori fententia. 

f Th e men grind feven glafles in each hand. Some grind four hundred in a week, 
by which they cam fifty-two erw/jw/ at thirteen for a hundred, and confequently each 
earns for hiintelf twelve creutzers a week. 

That this is a very unhealthy bufinefs is evident from the countenances of thofe 
whom 1 faw thus employed, and from the difagreeable fenfations I always received 
from the dull in the rooms where they were grinding. The medical gentlemen 
preferibe bleeding and phyfick to thefe perfons, two or three times a year. 

It 
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It is obferved, “ that there is great error in expecting that a houfe of 
this kind Ihouldjbe able to maintain it/elf-, fince with the ftri&eft 
ceconomy, a confiderable annual Jum will be found neceflary for its 
proper fupport.” 

The greateft attention to cleanlinejs is inculcated ; bathing rooms 
are provided for the prifoners ; and the expenfe of wafting for them 
is reckoned an objedt not to be regarded. 

The necelftty for fick wards for both fexes is pointed out. 

It is remarked, “ to be a very falfe notion, that a man who lives upon 
bread and water can work hard and be kept in health accordingly, 
as will be feen in the table fubjoined, a daily allowance of hot proviji- 
ons is ordered for the criminals. 

It is mentioned as an eflential point in order to preferve order and 
prevent abufes, “ that one of the city magijirates fhould every week in 
rotation vifit the houle, and clofely inlpedt every thing relative to its 
management." 

Such prifoners as have been publickly whipped are called infames, 
and arc diltinguilhed from the reft, by having a particular place ap¬ 
propriated to them in the chapel, and by being made the laft in re¬ 
ceiving the facrament. The chaplain refides in the houfe. The 
account of the daily allowance* to the prifoners was hung up in the 
dining room. 

In 

* Regulations of the daily het provifions for thofe prifoners in the houfe of 
correttion who are fet to hard lalour. 

\ 

Sund *Vs. In the fummtr months, half a pound of beef with half a pint of greens. 

And in the evening, a pint of foup with eight ounces of bread. 

• In the nuinttr months, half a pound of meat with a pint of four krout. 

And in the evening, a pint of foup with eight ounces of bread. 


Mondays. 
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In a large boufeof correftion near Bayreuth, in Franconia , the men Bayreuth. 
were all working on marble,* which is found in the neighbouring 
mountains, f Many,were employed at the polifhing bench, two on 
each flab. Others were varioufly engaged, in finiihing, filing, or 

Mondays. , In Jummer, dumplings of wheaten flour. 

And in winter, peafe. 

Tuesdays. In Jummer, peafe and peeled barley. 

In winter, turnips." 

Wednesdays. In Jummer and winter, boiled millet- 
Thursdays. In Jummer, butter foup. 

In *wtntcr* Avrei rJbbage, 

Prepays. In Jummer, dumplings of wheaten flour. _ 

In winter, potatoes, and in the evening, foup with flour. 

Saturdays.. In Jummer, peafe. 

And in winter, peafe and peeled barley. 

Further. Unto each of the faid prifoners in the evenings, butter j and daily two 
pounds of bread and half a meafure of beer. 

For thofc who are put to flight labour the diet is flmilar, except that each has only 
a pound and half of bread daily, and no butter or beer : and on Mondays and Friday;, 
they have frumenty gruel, in Head of dumplings. 

To vagrants, and thofe who earn their bread by flight labour , 

Sundays, Dumplings and foup for fupper. 

Wednesdays. Millet boiled in milk. 

On the other days, no hot viftuals. 

To each daily, one pound and three quarters of bread. 

* My ingenious friend and colleague, Dr. Fcthergill, has propofed a fcheihe of 
this kind for the employment of our convitts, and pointed out many of the advantages 
which might attend the execution. It was printed in the Gazetteer, September 30,1776. 

f Some, fpecimens of feveral forts of the marble I brought home. 

K carving j 
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carving; or in cvtting proofs or famples at the wheels; <pr in working 
on tobacco-ko^es, lhuff-boxes, &cc. A large warehoufe contained 
the goods they had fmtihed. In fummer, many of them are 
employed in fuwing without doors ; but in winter, they work in 

f 

rooms: for were they to attempt this work abroad, a fudden froft 
might endanger the materials, but would certainly render it impoflible 
to ufe the faw. The pale countenances of the prifoners were a fign 
that their work was laborious, and that the keeper had the whole 
profit. 

The women were fpinning worded, and appeared bbje&s of com¬ 
panion. Their dirty rooms, iickly looks, ana cutaneous complaints, 
evidently befpoke inattention and ncgleft.* 

In the houfe of corre&ion at Wurtjburg were fifty-four men and 
thirty-fix women, employed in a well-regulated woollen manufactory. 
In one part of the houfe they were fpinning} in another, picking and 
carding wool} and in another , weaving wide cloth for the loldiers,f and 
alfo docking and waiftcoat-pieces.—The women were all fpinning or 
carding in one large room. As their fpinning was of various kinds. 


* I have their book of regulations: but of what advantage are the bed rules 
when not enforced i 

+ The wheels were larger than our fpinning-wheels, the diameter being four feet. 

Here, and at mod houfes of this fort, are large looms (fix feet feven inches 
wide) and two perfons work at each loom.' In a warehoufe, the manufacturer' 
(for all fuch houfes have 4 manufacturer) fhewed me Several pieces of cloth for the 
under officers, the artillery, the fbldiers, and the hofpital or poor-houfe. 


there 



75 


GERMANY.' 

there was a room with cupboards, where each perfon’s work was laid 
up feparately. The tafl< for each man or woman wa$ eight creutzers, 
or three pence half-peny, a day. Here is a Roman catholic chapel, 
and the prieft lives in the houfe* 

At Francfprt (on tlfe Maine ) there are five prifons. One is for Franc. 
debtors, where I found only three, who were alimented at ten creutzers, " ° '' 
about four pence, a day, payable by their creditors. 

The prifon called La Lour de Ste. Catharine was empty. Here is 
a light room* to which* criminals are generally brought from 
the great guard prifon, juft before their execution. The men are 
hanged, and the women beheaded j but executions are very rare in 
this city. 

In the houfe of correction (nfcir the work-houfe) were three pri- 
foners, two women and a man. The man was at work with two 
or three others in the court, beating to powder a porous ftone, which 
is worked up with water, and makes, when dry, a hard cement or 
coat of plalter. The two women were employed in the work-houfe. 

In the tower at Cologn there were no prifoners either for debt or for Colock. 
capital offences. In this and many other cities, the magiftrates will 
not permit a debtor who has no effects to be confined. This city has 
not the power of executing criminals, but when they are condemned 
they are delivered up to an high officer of the debtor' s, and confined in a 

* Roman catholic prifoners are fometimes fent hither from other countries, for 
their term of confinement, as thofe of a different perfuafion are fent to Bnyeuth. 

K 2 dungeon 
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dungeon in his houfe. I faw one thus confined when I was here three 
years ago. 

In the houfe of ecrrelhon, the men were beating itone to powder with 
fmall wooden mallets, as is pradtifed at Francjort,-*- The women were 
(pinning, or knitting (lockings. 

The great prifon at yiix-la-Chapelle.ym unoccupied. 

In the guard prifon near the Maifon de Ville there were two 
prifoners j one of whom was' a very old man with irons on his hand, 
who was confined on fufpicion, and had twice fuffered the torture to 
force a difeovery of his confederates. 

Executions are not frequent in this city.* Citizens are always 
executed by decollation, which is performed by the broad fword, as at 
Hamburgh, Betn , See. ahd’not by 41 machine, as in fome parts of 
Italy j nor by the axe, as in England, Denmark, Sec. 

The two prifons (diftinguifhed by the names of the old and the 
new ) near J La Porte de St. Leonard in Liege, are on the ramparts.—In 
two rooms of the old prifon I faw fix cages made very ftrong with 
iron,t four of which were empty. Thefe were difmal places of con¬ 
finement j but I foon found worfe. In defending deep below ground 
from the gaoler's aDartments, I heard the moam of the miicruble 


- in tnis ana many ocher cities, the convift knows not of his execution, till three 
days before the time. Then he is conllantly attended by his confeffor, .and^ indulged 
in the choice of food. 

f The dtmenfions were Jeven feet by fix feet nine inches, and fix feet and a halt 
high. On one fide was an aperture of fix incbW*by fyjy, for giving in the victuals. 

wretches 
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wretches in the dark' dungeons. The fides and roof were all Liege. 
(tone. In wet weather, water from the fojfts «gefs into them, 
and has greatly damaged the floors. Each of them had two fmall 
apertures, one for admitting air, and the other, with a (hutter 
over it ftrongly bolted, for putting in food for the prifoners. One 
dungeon laiger than the reft was appropriated to the fick. In 
looking into this, with a candle, I difeovered a chimney, and felt 
fome furprize at this little eicape of humanity from the men who con- 
ftru&ed thele cells. ' 

The dungeons in the new prifon are abodes of mifery ftill more 
Shocking; and confinement in them fo overpowers human nature, as 
fometimes irrecoverably to take away the fenfes. I heard the cries of 
the diftradted as I went down to them. On? woman, however, I law, 
who (as I was told) had fuftainfed this horrid confinement forty-feven 
years without becoming diftrafted. 

The cries of the fufferers in the torture-chamber may be heard by 
pafiengers without, and guards are placed-to prevent them from (top¬ 
ping and liftening. A phyfician and furgeon always attend when the 
torture is applied; and on a fignal given by a bell, the gaoler brings 
in wine,’vinegar and water, to prevent the fufferers from expiring.— 

“ The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel." Thus in the SpaniJfj in- 
quifttion, the phyfician and furgeon attend to determine the utmolt 
extremity of fuffering without'expiring under the torture.* 

I will. only add, that in this prifon there are rooms appropriated 
to urifoners en uenfion j that is, to liich as are confined by the magil- 

* See Chandler's Transition Ot Limber ch'i tup . ej the inqutjuten, voi. xl. p. at. 

trates, 
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Licce. trates, at the defire of their parehts, guardians or relations. A 

locking praAioc ! whicli prevails alfo in fome of the neighbouring 

« 

countries. 

In the Mai/on de Force there were ninety prifoners, ranged in four 
rooms, and employed in a woolle'n manufactory of linings for foldiers 
clotlies. Perfons live in the houfewho well underfhnd'the bufinefs,. 
and inftruft the prifoners in forting, carding, fpinning, twifting and 
weaving. None of them were in,irons. All had feparate beds, and 
were fupplied with good rye bread,—meat three times a week,— 
two quarts of beer, for each, every day,—and foup evdy other day.* 


FLANDERS,. 

Brussels. A t Brussels I revlfited the prifon La Porte de Halle, which confifts 
of twenty-four chambers, diftinguifhed by the twenty-four letters of 
the alphabet, and each prifoner had a feparate room. 

The houfe of correft ion is an old building, and the prifoners are foon 
to be removed to that at Vilforde. They are all employed; for at 

* The chaplain , who lives in the houfe, favoured me with hi* company through the 
work-rooms, lodging-rooms, and the refc&ory. He entered into the true Spirit of 
this inftitution, and lamented the inconvenience of the houfe, as not being built for 
the purpofe to which it is applied. He took' notice of the propriety of folitary con¬ 
finement for thofe that were riotous and refra&ory at their firft coming; for generally, 
he faid, “ in four or five days they would become very tradable and fubmiflive.” 

prefent 
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prefent they have a careful and attentive keeper. Some tailors and Brussels. 
(hoe-makers were at work; but mod of the men weae occupied in 
the manufacture of paper-hangings; carving the moulds, grinding 
the colours, and (taining the paper. The women, prifoners were en¬ 
tirely feparated from the men, and were employed in making lace. 

All the prifoners haveclean linen every week. 

At Ghent I went over the houje of correction, or LaM.aiJon de Force, Ghent, 
with one of the magiftrates, and found that they were Hill carrying 
on a well-regulated manufactory. There were two hundred and 
eighty men prifoners, and one hundred and feventeen women. • Theie 
latter had on the houje clothes, and were at work. Mod of them 
were fpinning or knitting, ranged in proper order, attentive and 
quiet. I was informed that all the prifoners are allowed one fifth of 
their earnings for themfelves. I brought home fpecimens of the 
cloth, as I did of the paper from Brujfels ; which 1 mention, becaufc 
I know an idea has prevailed, that no manufacture can be carried on 
by convids to any valuable purpofe. 

In the prifon at Antwerp there are two rooms for citizens; and Anhvh 
up flairs there is a cage, about fix feet and a half fquare, into which 
criminals are put before the torture.—A criminal, while he fuff'ers 
the torture, is cloathed in a long (hirt, has his eyes bound, and a 
phyfician and furgeon attend him: and when a confefiion is forced 
from him, and wine has been given him, he is required to fign his 
confefiion; and about forty-eight hours afterwards he is executed. 

In a-fmall dungeon is a (tone feat like fome I have feen in old 
prifon towers, in which it is faid that formerly prifoners were Jttffo- 
cated by brimjlone when their families wiflied to avoid the dilgrace 
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of a public execution. No perfon here remembers an indance of 
this kind i but about thirty years ago there was a private’execution 
in the prifon.—In this prifon there were only t\yo prifonets. 

The river runs under the Houfe of correflw* At the entrance, on 
one fide are the keeper’s apartments •, on the other, the warehoufe and 
the room for the magiftrates.*, On three fides'of a pave^ Court there 
are thirteen cells for the men, and over them are the rooms for the 

- t 

women. On one fide of the court are -the young women who aie 
put in by their parents or relations j and on the other, the criminals. 
All the men were employed in fpinning cotton, fo.were fomc of 
the women, and the reft in making lace. A pound of cotton at a time 
is delivered to each; for fpinning which, thirteen Jons f are paid. 

I found, by the books, that a* firft coming, fome did not earn more 
than feven or eight Jous in a week,'b|tt |oon after they earned from 
twelve to fourteen. Rye bread (to the value of half a ftiver each 
meal) and water, is their allowance ■, and whatever, they have more 
than this, they are required to pay for out of their earnings. They 
are obliged to put on clean linen every week, towards walhing which 
each pays a Jous. The ftoves are heated twice a day, and candles and 
lamps are provided, at the expenfe of the magiftrates. 

There are three rooms for the ungovernable. One of them has a 
floor made of triangular pieces of wood a few inches afunder. The 
prifoner is-chained in fuch a manner in the middle of this floor, that 
he can move but a few fteps; and being allowed no ftioes, whether 


• r *. 

• In foreign houfe: of (trr0m there is a ro&th spptt>ji»4<:ed to the ufe of the regents 
or magiftrates, that they raiy the more conveniently i<njpe£t and tranfatt the affairs 
of the houfe. 
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he ftands or lies down, he muft be in a very uneafy pofture.—This Avjtwert 
room therefore is dreaded by the prifoners. The* other rooms are H °^ SE 
abodes fo dark anu folitary as to be almoft equally dreadful. Corrf.c- 

The men are never fuffered to go out, except on Sundays and other 
holidays, when they goto the chapel, in which they have feats below. 

The 'women fit in a gallery with a lattice of wood before them. Here, 
and alfo in the prifon, a table of regulations is hung up, which is read 
in public by the chaplain the firft Sunday after the entrance of every 
prifoner,—Thefe regulations confift of thirty-fix articles, from which 
I have taken the following extrafts. 

The prifoners muft be fubmilfive to the keeper and to his wife; 
and if they think themfelves injured, muft complain to the regents. 

—The times fixed for rifing are, at half after fix in the morning from 
December jft to February 15th, and all the reft of the year at five, 
or half after five; but on Sundays and holidays at fix.—The times of 
meals are fixed at feven, twelve, and feven.—'The prifoners are al¬ 
lowed, at their own expenfe, at breakfaft a pint of tea; and at dinner 
foup or broth, or a pint of tea or l'mall beer, and at fupper the fame 
quantity of tea or beer ; and on Sundays and other holidays a certain 
quantity of boiled meat: and every week, a pound of butter, and 
fruit to the value of half a Jliver .*—Every day the keeper is obliged 
to prepare two forts of foup or broth,, and at feven in the morning to 
give the prifoners their choice of either fort, or none.—After fervice 
on Sundays, the men are permitted to walk in the court, and the 
women in the gallery half an hour, under the infpeftion of the keeper 
and officers.—They forfeit half a ftiver, every time they curfe or 
* iwear, or make a difturbance in the chapel; and alfo every time they 
are not up in half an ho'ur after they are awaked by the keeper, and 
for every hour they fleep longer.—If they perfift in infulting the 


A stiver is about a penny. 

L 
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Antwerp keeper or his wife after admonition, they pay a ftiver, and are alfo 
House punilhcd by having their doors or windows fail clofed up. It they 

Corkec- make any noife or ditlurbahce after nine at night to break the reft of 
their fdlow-priloners, they are ordered to forfeit ajcbilling , anti to be 
punilhcd at the diferetion of the regents : who are likewife empower¬ 
ed to make fuch alterations as they think proper in the rules j and in 
cafe of ficknefs or old age to give indulgences to the prifoners, with 
refped to their diet, times of rifing, &c. 

Lille. At Lili.e, Lei Prifon Roy ale is under no proper regulation. And 
the unhealthy countenances of the prifoners at the citadel, intimate the 
pernicious efFeds of lying in damp rooms, under the fortifications.'* 

The two hofpitals La Comtejfe and St. Sauveur are lofty buildings, 
defigned only for the admifiion of men j for in this city there are no 
hofpitals for fick women ft The patients are diftinguifiied into three 
forts, viz. wounded—very fick—and recovering: they have different 
wards alfigned them accordingly. Every patient has a bed to him- 
felf. Here cleanlinefs is the agreeable efFed of the great attention 
given to the patients by the Nuns. $ 


* I observed this, becaufe there was rcafon to apprehend, that fomc of the 
EngUJh prifoners at Dimtau would be removed hither. 

f I/Homtal General indeed hdmit* both fexes, but that is on a dift'erent 
foundation, and is fomewhat fimilar to the houfes of induftry in Suffolk, Norfolk, and 
the IJle of Wight. 

J When a fick perfon arrives at either of thefe hofpitals, his bed is immediately 
ihewed him. Then one of the fitters brings warm water, wa flies his feet, and dries 
them, and kifles one foot. Another brings clean (beets and a clean towel. A man- 
fervant makes and warms the bed, and the patient goes direfilly into it. 

FRANCE. 
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/\t Amiens are two prifons; one for Les Bourgeois et La Liber linage ; Amiens. 

the other. La Conciergerie .—In the town-houfe I law great numbers 
attending the trial of a woman for confining her fon. He ivas then 
about thirty-two years of age, and had been confined fixteen years, 
with a ieverity which had almoft deprived him of his intellects. The 
profecution was carried on by his father’s relations, who had been 
long folicitous for his releafe. 

At Paris is L'Abbaye , a prifon for the military or guards, and Paris, 
for fuch debtors as are of rank.—In the debtors rooms, a partition of 
lath and plafter detached from the brick-wall, is an expedient to pre¬ 
vent eicapes. For if the fmallefl perforation be made in the parti¬ 
tion, it is immediately difeovered, by the mortar falling between 
that and the wall into the keeper’s court, through the aperture which 
was left for that purpofe. 

I revisited the other prifons here.—The exemplary charity efta- 
blifhed for giving clean linen to prifoners is of great utility, and well 
conducted. The fupplies are regularly brought to the prifons every 
Saturday. _ 

The infirmaries are lupported by charitable contributions; a de¬ 
cent old priloner is chofen to be keeper j and the turnkey of the 
women’s wards having lefs to do than others, has the immediate care 

La of 
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of them. The phyfician and furgeons are appointed and paid by 
government: «bijt the fuel, broth, drugs, linen, and all neceffaries, 
are amply fupplied by the charity. 

Prisoners are not properly feparated. ‘Though one turnkey 
walks in the court to prevent combinations, yet it is difficult to keep 
fuch as become king’s evidence apart from the reft; and the gaoler 
of Le Petit Chatelet was obliged to fit up a feparate room for that 
purpofe. 

In this country, when prifoners have received thiir liberty from 
the king, or their creditors, they cannot be detained a moment for 
fees, hire of rooms, debts contrafted in prifon, or on any pretence 
whatever. 

A prisoner of rank, a very fenfible man, to whom I was fpeaking 
concerning gaolers, faid, “ They pay nothing to the crown, and 
“ their revenue is not fmall j at the Conciergerie , it is about fifteen 
<( thoufand livres ; at the Grand Chatelet , twenty thoufand; at Fort 
“ L’Eveque , twenty thoufand ; at the Petit Chatelet , twelve thoufand; 
“ at L’Abb aye, ten thoufand. And all things confidered,” he added, 
“ prifoners have no juft reafon to complain of this clafs of men in 
“ France. ”, 

‘ r '' V 

The nomination of a gaoler belongs to the magiftrates. When 
he has been nominated, he is propofed to the Prociireur general ■, and 
if, after a careful enquiry into his character, it appears that he has 
the reputation of a man of probity, he-is fixed in the office, and takes 
an oath of fidelity. The office is freely given him without any ex- 
penfe whatever. 

In 
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In the Sal Vetriere , or -great hofpital, there were but few of the 
female convidts employed. 

I was two mornings at the Bicetre, where I faw in the two halls Bicetre. 
above two hundred prifoners. Suih a number confined together in 
idlenefs, mull: produce a great corruption of manners. Many at 
their unhappy end have afcribed their ruin to the flagitious exam¬ 
ples they have here feen, and the inftruftions here given them. 

The French now fcem to be fenfible of the bad police of confining 
perfons here in, idlenefs; for within the two lafl years they have fet 
fome of their prifoners to work. In one room I faw thirty-fix em¬ 
ployed in polifhing plate glafies: and they are creeling a mill for 
grinding corn, which is to be worked by fixtecn men at a time. 

.There were fixty-three in the infirmary, moll of them ill of the 
Jcorbut. They contraft this diftemper in a year or two from their con¬ 
finement, which is extremely clofc, fince they are never fuffered to go 
out of their rooms. Many lofe the ufe of their limbs by it. I faw fe- 
veral fuch miferable objefts at St. Louis's hofpital, where they are 
often admitted at the expiration of their term at the Bicetre. 

At the gate of St. Bernard is the prifon for tho/e who are con- G am..- r 

demned to the galleys: there were only fifteen prifoners, who were SLAV - 

chained two and two together. Their daily allowance is one pound 
and a half of good bread, and half a pound of meat, and foup. On 
meagre days they are allowed peaie in their foup. On their journey 
they have daily two pounds'of bread, half a pound of meat, a pint 
of wine, and about a quarter of a pound of cheefe, or eggs.—They 
are lent from hence to Marjeilles , Toulon, Brejf, See. on the 25th of 
May and the 10th of September, and are joined by many other con¬ 
victs 
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vi&s from the provinces. I was informed that in May 177^ one 
hundred and fixf^-three went off from this prifon. 

L’Hopitai. de St. Louis for the tick, and L’Hotel de Lieu, are 
indeed the two word: hofpitals tffat I ever vfifited. They were lb 
crowded , that I have frequently feen four or five in one bed , fome of 
them dying. In one of my vifits at L!Hotel de Dieu, I’obierved the 
number of patients written up to be three thoufand fix hundred and 
fifty-five.* 

But though thefe two hofpitals are abominable, and a difgrace 
to Paris , it has many other charitable foundations which do ho¬ 
nour to it j and from which this country may derive ufeful inform¬ 
ation.—This is a fubjedt foreign to my chief purpofe, and I have 
perhaps already enlarged too much upon it. I cannot help, how¬ 
ever, juft mentioning a few of thefe foundations. 

In the Hopital de la Pitie there were about one thoufand four hun¬ 
dred and twenty boys, who are clothed, and taught to read, lpin, 
&c. Thefe boys are admitted at about four years of age, and put 
out apprentices at thirteen or fourteen. 

L’Hopital des Incurables is defigned for the aged, infirm, and 
diftorted, who are here clothed in a neat uniform, the men in gray, 
and the women in black. The Nuns attend upon them. 

Le Quinze Vinct Hopital is appropriated to blind perfons. 


* Over one of the gates„of this hofpita! is the following infeription, which, from 
its application to fuch a place, has an air of ridicule and everi of profanenefs. 


“ C'ejl Uy la Maifin de Dicu, et la Porte du del 

L’Hopitaj, 
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FRANCE. 

LTIopital des p'tiles Matfons et des Infenfez is fituated in a Ipa- 
cious garden or court, containing a number of fmall houffs for the aged 
and infirm of both foxes, and a hofpital for the infane. Here are alio 
infirmaries for the fick, which the Nuns kindly fuperintend. The 
neatnefs and clcanlinefs’ I obferved in them gave me fuch plcafure as 
engaged me to repeat *aiy Vi fit. Each perfon of the infane has a le- 
parate room' and they alfo are taken care of by the good fillers. 

In my lad tour I had the good fortune to procure an extremely 
fcarce pamphlet, publifhed in 1774, written by a perfon who had long 
been confined in the Bajlille. It is reckoned to contain the bed account 
ever made public of this celebrated ftruClure; and the fale of it is 
forbidden in France, on the fevered penalties. I have copied from it 
the mod material circumdances of the 'defeription, and have added 
the plate given in the work. 

« The Bajlille is a date prifon, confiding of eight very drong 
towers, lurrounded with a fojfe about one hundred and twenty feet 
wide, and a wall lixty feet high. The entrance is at the end of the 
drect of «SV. Antoine , by a drawrbridge, and great gates into the 
court of L' Hotel da Qou-vcrncment , and from thence over another 
draw-bridge to the corps tie garde, which is leparated by a ftrong 
barrier conftrufted with beams plated with iron, from the great 
court. This court is one hundred and twenty feet by eighty. In it 
is a fountain; and fix of the towers furround it, which are united by 
walls of free-done ten feet thick up to the top. At the bottom of 
this court is a large modern corps cle logis, which feparates it from the 
court du Puits. This court is fifty feet by twenty-five. Contiguous 
to it, are the other two towers. On the top of the towers is a plat¬ 
form 
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form continued in terraces, on which the ’prilbners are fometiines 
permitted to walk, attended by a guard. On this platform are thir¬ 
teen cannons mounted, which are difdiarged on days of rejoicing. 
In the corps de logis is the council chamber, and the kitchen, offices, 
&c. above thele are rooms for prilbners of di Hindi on, arid over the 
council chamber the king’s lieutenant relides. # In the court du Puits 
is a large well for the ufe of the kitchen. 

“ The dungeons of the tower de Liberie extend under the kitchen, 
&c. Near that tower is a fmall chapel on the ground floor. In the 
wall of it are five nitches or clofets, in which prifonqrs are put one 
by one to hear mafs, where they can neither lec nor be fecn. 

“ The dungeons at the bottom of the towers exhale the molt 
offenfive feents, and are the receptacles of toads, rats, and other 
kinds of vermin. In the corner of each is a camp-bed, made of 
planks laid on iron bars that are fixed to the walls, and the prifoners 
are allowed fome ftraw to lay on the beds. Thele dens are dark, 
having no windows, but openings into the ditch: they have double 
doors, the inner ones plated with iron, with large bolts and locks. 

“ Of the five daffies of chambers, the moil horrid next to the dun¬ 
geons are thofe in which are cages of iron. There are three of them. 
They are formed jof beams with flrong plates of iron, and are each 
eight feet by 

“ The Calottes , chambers at the top of the towers, are fomewhat 
more tolerable. They are formed of eight arcades of free-llone. 
Here one cannot walk but in the middle of the room. There is • 
hardly fufficient fpace for a bed from one arcade to another. The 
windows, being in wal|s ten feet thick, and having iron grates within 

and 
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and without, admit but little light. In thcfe rooms the heat is cx- 
ceflive in fummer, and the cold in winter. They have doves. 

(C Almost all the other rooms (of the towers) are o&agons, 
about twenty feet in \liameter, and from fourteen to fifteen high. 
They arc very cold a^nd damp.* Each is furnifhed with a bed of 
green forge, Jkc. All the chambers are numbered. The prifoners 
are called by the name of their tower joined to the number of their 
room. 

te A surgeon and three chaplains refide in the caftle. If prilbncrs 
of note are dangeroufly ill, they are generally removed, that they 
may not die in this prifon.—The prifoners who die there are buried 
in the pai ifh of St. Paul, under the name of domeftics. 

“ A library was founded by a prifoner who was a foreigner, and 
died in the Bajlille the beginning of the prefent century. Some pri- 
l'oners obtain penniflion to have the ufe of it. 

“ One of the centiaels on the infide of the caftle rings a bell every 
hour, day and night, to give notice that they are awake : and on the 
rounds on the outfide of the caftle they ring every quarter of an 
hour.” 

In inferting fo particular an account of this place, my principal 
intention is to excite in my readers a ftrong deteftation of delpo- 
tifm, and a love for the laws which are the foundation of our 
liberty. 
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At La Prifon Royale, or the new prifon, at St. Omer's> the daily 
allowance is a pound and a half of bread, and foup. The prifoners 
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provifions were not fo good. There were twelve on their parole in 

> • 

this town, nine at Bourbourg, and two at Ardres, who told me they 
had procured bondfmen for their fecurity. 

The common prifon at Calais , being fmaller than that at Dunkirk, 
was much crowded for it contained one hundred and tjyenty-feven 

Englijh 


ART. VII. 

The prifons (hall be kept clean and neat by the Tailors, every man in his turn as 
lhall be regulated, and whatever Tailor lhall refuTe this Teryice in hJs turn, his food 
(hall be withheld from him till he fubmit to it. 

ART. VIII. 

The prifoners are to inform the commiflary of the clothes or other neceffarics they 
may want, and can pay for, and the commiflary fhall not only allow them to be pro¬ 
vided with Tuch things, but (hall alfo take care they be hot impofed upon in the price. 

ART. IX. 

In every prifon the prifoners may appoint three or five of themfelves, and change 
them at their pleafure, in order to infpeil their victuals and fee if they be good, and 
if they have their (hare or portion whether in weight flr mcafure according to the 
following victualling table ; and if there arife any reafon for complaint, either of 
d refling, ferving them up, or otherwise, they are with decency to apprife the com- 

miflary of it, who finding fuch,complaint well grounded (hall give immediate redrefs 
and do them juflice. 

art. x. 

It lhall be allowed to tradefmen or fellers of ware (except fuch as deal in things 
that are not .fit to be fold to prifoners) to wait at the great gate of the prifons from 
ten o’clock in the morning till three in the afternoon, in order to fell their ware to 
fuch prifoners as have wherewithal to pay for them on the fpot. 

A R T. XI. 

Whatever prifoner (hall dare by this means to take or bring in ftrong liquors or 
other things that are not fit for prifoners, or lhall receive or deliver any letter, lhall 
be puniihed for the abufe he has made of this facility. 


A TABLE 
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Englijh prifoners. Seventeen failors lay in one room* on ftraw, Calais, 
without coverlids} a few had not even draw : on my complaining of English 
this to the CommJJary, he faid, he would fend to St. Omer's for I>IU:,0! ' LRI 
coverlids. After informing him farther, that I had found captains, 
pajfeftgers and mates confined in France, but that I fuppofed perfons 

•I 

of this defcription in England were on their parole of honour; he re¬ 
plied, and defired I would note it down, that “ a parole could not 
“ be granted without fecurity j a hundred guineas for captains, 


A TABLE OF VICTUALLING. 


Days of the 
Week. 

MiddlingBeer 
or Cider. 

Bread. 

Monday 

A Pot containing 
a quart and halt' 
Paris meafure. 

I 

Pounds 

Avoirdupois 

Weight. 

Il- 

T uefday 

I 

H- 

Wednefday 

I 


Thurfday 

I 

• It 

Friday 

I . 


Saturday 

1 

1 l 

Sunday 

I 

Iv 


-Pots, or lO-^Qu. 

io'. 


Beef. 

Butter. 

Checfe. 

Peafe or 
Beans. 

rounds 



Hall a Pound 

Avoirdupois 

Weight. 

3 

Ounces. 

Ounces. 

Avoirdupois 

Weight. 

i 

4” 



V 

3 

4 

3 

- 


X 

4 



T 

3 

4* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

or 6 

■ 

zT 

1 

T 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

i 

V 

4z 

4 

6 

2 


In fuch where beer or cider cannot be had, there (hall be delivered to each prifoner 
three quarters of a quart of wine per day, Paris meafure. 


• * That room was nineteen feet by twelve. In another fmaller room, in two 
tiers, were twenty-three hammocks belonging to the failors; for fometimes their 
hammocks were given them. The court of this prifon was only twenty-five feet by 
fourteen and a half. 


“ feventy 
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“ feventy-five for mates, fixty for failors, and twenty-five for boys.” 
PafTengers, I afterwards learned, were on the fame footing with cap¬ 
tains. On the fecond day of my being there, the rules (the fame with 
thofe at Dunkirk) were hung up, both within«and without thisprifon. 

Many of the prifoners in this and other pfifons had no change of 
linen, and fome were almoft entirely deftitute of clothes, being the 
crews of veffels fhipwrecked in the great ftorm of Dec. 31, 177 8. 

I found twenty-fix of our people in a fpacious ward in the mili¬ 
tary holpical, to whom great attention was paid. ‘Each had a bed 
and fheets: and their bread and meat were good. But moft of them 
having a diforder which did not break their fpirits, they would have 
been better pleafed if their allowance had been equal to that in the 
prifon. 


FRENCH PRISONERS in'ENGLAND. 


w hen I vifited my countrymen confined as prifoners of war in 
France , fome of the Commijfaries and other gentlemen informed me, 
that they had received great complaints from the French prifoners in 
England. On my return in January 1779, I waited' on the Com- 
mtffioner ’s of the fick and wounded feamen, and gave them an account 
of the Englijb prifoners in France, and of my , intention to vifit the 
French prifoners. In order to aflxft me in this bufinefs, they very readily 
and kindly favoured me with letters to their agents at feveral prifons. 

Having 
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Having determined to take another general view of EngliJIj 
prifons, to fee what improvements had been made, in confequence 
of two late ads of parliament,* and of the .charges given by the Judge: 
in their circuits to the grand juries, I chofe to begin my tour in thofe 
parts where molt of the? French prifoners were confined } and of them, 
therefore, I lhali firft give fome account. 

In the Mtll-prifon near Plymouth , Feb. 3, 1779, there were three 
hundred and ninety-two French prifoners. The wards and courts in 
which they were confined, are not fo Ipacious as thofe appropriated to 
the American prifoners, nor were they fo well accommodated with 
provifions. The hofpital, which had fifty patients in it, was dirty 
and offenfive, and I found there only three pair of Iheets in ufe.— 
Here a new prifon was building. 

In the fhip Cambridge there were three hundred and ninety-fix 
prifoners j and the next day, two hundred and fifty more were coming 
in. The bread was heavy, and the meat bad; and too little atten¬ 
tion was paid to the fick. _ An hofpital lhip, called the tiger, was 
fitting up for an infirmary.t 

At Brijlol, in a prifon which had been a pottery, there were a 
hundred and fifty-one French prifoners, Feb. 9, 1779. The wards 
were more fpacious and lefs crowded than thofe of the prifon near 


* 14 th Geo. III. Cap. XLIII. and 16 th Geo. III. Cap. XLIII. 

f I suppose this was to be an infirmary only till the hofpital which they were 
building in Mill-prifm was finilhed. The wards in this new hofpital will be too low 
and clofe. 
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Plymouth. There were two day rooms, in which many fhoemakers, 
tailors, See. ware at work: an advantage which the.prifoners at 
Plymouth defired, but could not obtain.—The bread was good.—There 
being no infirmary, the lick' were attended and vi&ualled at a fmall 
houfe near theprifon, where feven fhillings a week was paid for each 
patient. There were five in that houfe, in a dirty and offenfive room. 

There were one thoufand and fixty-two confined in the prifon at 
WincbeJler , March 2, 1779. The wards are lofty and fpacious. 
The meat and beer were good-: but the bread (being made with 
leaven and mixed with rye) was not fo good as that at Brijlol.— If two 
or three of the rooms were tobcufed as work-rooms, the health of the 
prifoners would be promoted, and they would not be indolently lying 
in their hammocks in the day-time; as I obferved they were, both 
here and at Mill-prifon. 

Several prifoners were confined here in the dark hole.—Forty 
days confinement on half allowance, in order to pay ten fhillings to 
thofe that apprehend them after efcapes, feem,s to be too fevere a 
punilhment. On fuch occafions, the obfervation of the worthy magif- 
ftrates at Bern always occurs to my mind/ “ that every one mufl: be 
u defirous of .regaining liberty.” 

The hofpital wards here are lofty, and upwards of twenty feet wide. 
Each patieht had a cradle, bedding and fliects ■, and the furgeon paid 
them great attention.* 

* Mr. Smith the agent alfo was afiiduoiis ip his department. He mentioned to me, 
that he thought it would be an advantage if one of their priefta (two of whom were at 
a little difiance on their parole) were permitted to attend the prifoners. This, he 
faid, would be the means of comforting fome, of aweing others, and of giving infer, 
mation whenever there was any juft reafon for complaints. 


In 
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In a prifon not very convenient at Forton near Go/port, there were Fortom. 
a hundred and feventy-feven French prifoners, March a, 1779- On Fr Er.cn 
that day the meat was very bad, and had been killed, as the butcher’s Prisoi ' lr 
fervarit faid, that morning: hut it was returned, and Mr. Nezvjham 
the agent procured them good meat i.nftead of it.—Molt of the fix 
pound loaves wanted weight. I faw the bread weighed for a hundred 
and forty-two prifoners, and obferVed.a deficiency of three pounds.— 

The ftraw, by long ufc, was turned to duft in the mattrefies, and 
many of them here, and at other places, had been emptied to clear 
them of vermin. The floors of the bed-rooms and hofpitals could 
not but be dirty and offenfive, the boards having been laid rough. I 
took notice of this kind of bad policy in all the floors of the new 
prifon which was then building here, and almoft finifhed. 

The regulations are in the French language, and are the fame with 
thofe publiflied lad war. They are evidently the original from which 
thofe printed in page 90 arc mandated. For the fake of greater accu¬ 
racy, they will be given at the end of the book. I was informed 
both here and at IVivchefter , that they had been hung up, but were 
tom down.--Would it not be better, to paint them on a board, which 
Ihould be fattened in fome confpicuous place in every prifon ? 

On the prifoners complaining that the bread was too light and 
the meat bad, I referred them to the ninth article of the regulations, 
by which they are dire&ed to apply to the agent, and (if not re- 
drefled) to the CcmmiJJioners. One of them pertinently replied, 

« IIow is that poffible, when every letter is examined by the agent?”* 

• I could have vvilhed, that the gentlemen concerned for the American prifoners, 
had extended their regards alfo to the French, and by their attention and vifits had 
obliged the contraSors to be more careful,in difeharging their duty. 

N 


There 
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There is a new temporary prifon at Bed for French prifoners. It 
has an airy and fpacious room below, and another above, "and a large 
and convenient kitchen.—The regulations were hung up, and the 
provifionsof all forts were good. I made my firft vifit (as I do 
always) without the agents or contractors, and I had the pleafure 
of hearing the prifoners exprefs their fatisfa&ian. 

« 

The prifon adjoins to the naval hofpital, in which the fick and 
wounded prifoners have the convenience of a ward, fimilar to that 
which the Englijh prifoners have at Dunkirk and Calais. There were 
feventy-three in the prifon, and fifteen in this ward, A^pril 17, 1779. 


Carlisle. In the county gaol at Carlijle , in one large room in the debtors 
ward, there were twelve French prifoners, May 10, 1779. They 
were not fupplied with hammocks, as at Plymouth , Winchefier , &c. 
but lay on ft raw without coverlids.—Their allowance, fix pence a day. 


Pembroke. On the 5th and 6th of June 1779 ,1 vifited the prifons at Pembroke. 

There were fifty-fix French prifoners in an old houle adjoining to 
that in which the Americans were confined. Moft of them had no 
flioes or ftockings,-and fome were alfo without fhirts.—They had no 
victualling table, nor did they know what was their allowance. 
There were two or three who had their allowance in money, which 
lhould have been three Ihillings and fix pence a week each for their 
aliment, but fix pence was deduced.—The common men, befides 
their allowance,, received a penny a day each, by order of the French 
court.—They lay, in general, on the boards without ftraw; for there. 
were but four hammocks in two rooms, each, of which contained 
eighteen prifoners. Here was a court-yard, but no water or fewer. 


In 
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In the two rooms of the town gaol there were twenty French pri- 
foners. They had fome ftraw, but it had not been changed for many 
weeks. Having no fupply of water in tfie gaol, and not being per¬ 
mitted, as they are at the other prifon, to fetch water for themfelves, 
they are often negle&ed. On Sunday at noon, no water had been 
brought to them from*Friday evening.—They walked in a field, with 
a guard, about an hour every day.—Their bread was tolerable, but 
their beer very fmall, and their allowance of beef fo fcanty, that they 
preferred an allowance of cheefe and butter. 

At a houlb appropriated for an hofpital, there were nine French 
prifoners, befides five pf the crew of the Culloden man of war, and 
three Americans. Thefe lay in three or four rooms on ltraw with 
coverlids, but without fheets, mattrefles or bedfteads. 

vJ 

4 

Such obfervations as thefe have convinced me, that humanity and 
good policy require‘that an infpeftor of the prifoners of war fiiould be 
appointed, who /hould be obliged to report quarterly their ftatc as 
to health, provifions, &c. 

At Chester Cajlle, Aug. 27, 1779, there were twenty-three 
French prifoners of war. They were healthy and well, and made no 
complaint. 

At Liverpool, on Nov. 30, 1779, were five hundred and nine 
prifoners of war, all French , except fifty-fix Spaniards , who were kept 
feparate on account of the animofities between the two nations. 
Thefe were all confined in four or five rooms crowded with ham¬ 
mocks three tier high j but they had a fpacious airing ground. 
There were thirty-fix fick in fome fmall dirty rooms of a houfe at a 
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diftance from the prifon. Thefe had no fheets * but much attention 
feemed to be paid* them by theibrgeon, and they made no complaints. 
At the prifon the bedding wanted regulation. No table of rules or 
victualling was hung up, or ever had been. The prifoners rejoiced 
at the difcharge of the- late agent.; and from the character of the 
prejenty have every reafon to expeCt all due attention an$l humanity. 
Their meat was fine and good j the beer good ■, the bread heavy. 

Here, as well as at all the other places throughout the kingdom 
where French prifoners are confined, I found that there was an allow¬ 
ance from the French court of one penny per day to ill failors and 
boys; two pence to boatfwains, carpenters, &c. and three pence to 
thofe of fuperior rankj which is regularly paid them every month. 
There is befides a fupply from the fame court of clothes, linen, and 
fhoes to thofe who are deftitute of thefe articles : a noble and exem- 
plary provifion, much to the honour of thofe who.at prefent conduCt 
public affairs in France! * 

FRENCH PRISONERS in. SCOTLAND. 

I found in the Cajlk at Edinburgh, July 6, 1779, fixty-four 
French prifoners, in two rooms formerly ufed as barracks for the 
foldiers. In one of the rooms they lay pn draw, two and two, in 
boxes againft the wall, with two coverlids to each box: in the other 

* I have fince heard that a bounty is.paid by the Court of England to their 
prifoners in France, at the following rates, viz, captains, mates,- failing matters, 
furgeons, and ftewards, three pence per day each ; common failors, boys, spid 
patfengers of inferior rank, three halfpence per day each j which payment is 
made every twenty-eight days. 
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room they lay on mattreffes in hammocks.—The regulations as to 
diet. See. were hung up. Their bread was excellent,* and all other 
provifions good; nor was there any thing of which they made com¬ 
plaint.-—They received every month, the allowance from the French 
court.—There were fourteen in the hofpital, which was a houfe at 
fome diftance in the ‘city, where they had bedding and fheets, and 
great attention was paid them by the humane furgeon and agent. 

FRENCH PRISONERS* in IRELAND. 

On the 13th of July 1779, there were feventy-feven French 
prifoners at Belfajl, who had been brought there the beginning of 
May.—There was no table of regulations, and they feemed to be 
very much neglected. Sixteen of them were in the hofpital, including 
three attendants. Many others were fick, but in the hofpital there 
was neither room nor accommodations for them. 

At Dublin, July 22, 1779, there were twenty-two prifoners of 
war, in a good room' fitted up for a temporary prifon. Their bread 
and other provifions were very good; and they were treated with all 
the humanity and kindjfefs that could be expected. 


AMERICAN PRISONERS. 


I n the Mill-prifon near Plymouth , there were two hundred and 
ninety-eight American prifoners* on the 3d of February 1779. Their 
wards and courfcj&ere fpacious and convenient, and their bread, beer, 
and meat good, 
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The Americans were equally well accommodated at Forton near 
Go/port, wherS Hound two hundred and fifty-one prifpners, March 2, 
1779. 

The table of regulations is almoft the fame with that for the 
French prifoners. The principal difference is y that in the victualling 
table, the bread allowance is but one pound a day. 

At Pembroke, June 5, *779, there were confined in an old houfe 
thirty-feven American prifoners. ; Some of them were without flioes 
and ftockings.—There was no victualling table, or Able of regula¬ 
tions •, nor did they know' what the allowance ordered by govern¬ 
ment was, except only that it was the fame with the allowance for 
the French prifoners.—They lay on ftraw on the floor, and their ltraw 
had not been changed for fix or feven weeks.—By liberal fubfcrip- 
tions, ample provifion has been made for the other American prifon¬ 
ers : I was forry to find that thefe had been entirely overlooked. 

In a houfe appropriated,, for’ an hofpital, in which were fome 
Englijhmen and French prifoners, I found alfo three American prifoners 
very poorly accommodated. 


Before I leave this fubjeft, it will be but juftice to mention the 
care and afiiduity of the Commissioners ofthefick and woundedfeamen, &c. 
in London , who have themfelves vifited many of the prifons in England , 
and difmififed fuch agents as had abufed their truft j and who are 
ready to receive any information which may be for the benefit of 
thofe committed to their infpeCtion. 


.SCOTLAND. 



SCOTLAND. 


1 t may not be improper, before I enter on a particular account of 
IingUJh prifons, to mention what further occurred to me worthy of 
obfervation, in a journey into Scotland and Ireland in the fummer, 

*77 9 - 

The prifons which I faw in Edinburgh, Glafgow, Perth , Stirlingy 
Jedburgh, Air, &c. were old buildings, dirty and offenfive, without 
court-yards, and alfo generally without water. They are not vifited 
by the magiftrates: and the gaolers are allowed the free fale of the 
moll pernicious liquors. 

If a prifoner for debt declares upon oath that he has not where¬ 
withal to maintain himfelf, the creditor mud aliment him within 
ten days after notice is given for that purpofe, with at lead three 
pence a day,* but generally the magiftrates order fix pence.—By the 
procefs of CcJflU l/mnwrf a debtor after being a month in prifon, 
may obtain his liberty, and be lecured againft execution for any. 
previous debts, by making a furrender of all his effedts to be divided 
among his creditors: though if he afterwards comes into better 
circumdances, his effedts may be attached for the payment of thofe 


• By aft of king William's fir ft parliament, 1696, fixth feffion, Chap. XXXII. 

t See the Principles of the Lams of Scotland, 5th ed. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1777. 
p. 462 and 3. 
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debts. This compaflionate law prevents a creditor putting his 
debtor in prifon, unlefs he has good reafon to believe he* is adling 
fraudulently. 

Perjury is not frequent in Scotland. The oath, and the form of 
adminiftering it, are very folemn. The witnefs, holding up his right 
hand, repeats the following words after the judge :—“ ^y God him- 
“ felf, and as you fliall anfwer to God at the great day of judgment, 
<c you fliall declare the truth, and nothing but the truth, in fo far 
" as you know, or fliall be aflted at yoy.”—The depofitions are read 
over by the clerk, and figned by the witnefies and thejudge.*—It is 
enabled by the 20th of George II. that " the circuit-courts fliall be 
“ regularly held twice in every year, within that part of Great Britain 
“ called Scotland , and the Judges thereof fliall continue by the fpace 
“ of fix days at the leaft, at each town or place where the circuit- 
“ courts fliall be held, for the difpatch of bufinefs.”f 

k 

There are in Scotland but few prifoners j this is partly owing to the 
fliame and difgrace annexed to imprifonment; partly to the folemn 
manner in which oaths are adminiftered, and.trials and executions 
conduced and partly to the general fobriety of manners produced 
by the care which parents and minifters take to inftruft the rifing ge¬ 
neration. x 

I AM 

• Loutbiau’s Form of Proce/s, Edin. 175*. p. 109. 

t This good aft is fimilar to one enafted for the counties of Wales in 34 and 35 of 
Henry VIII. Cap. XXVI, “ That every of the faid feffions fliall be kept and continued 
“ by the fpace of fix days in every of the faid (hires, at either of the faid times, as 
“ is and hath been ufed within the faid three (hires' of North Wales.” 

I It isprovided by flat u te /» the Jixlb fejjion of king William’sfir ft parliament, 1696, Chap. 
XXVI. “ That there be afehool fettled and ellablilhed, and a fchoolmaftcr appointed 


in 
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I am indebted to Andrew Crojlie, Efq. for an account, from the 
Clerk of the Judiciary, of the executions from January *17 68 to July 
*779, which lhall be inferted in a table at’the end of the book ■, from 
which it will appear, that • in ten years and a half there have been 
only thirty-nine executed, and eighteen pardoned. 

In Scotland, executions are not delayed after conviction or fen- 
tence; a delay which is often equally injurious to the criminal and to 
fociety. Here, the punifliment of the offender is made to appear 
the immediate confequence of his crime.* 

All criminafs are tried out of irons; and when acquitted, imme¬ 
diately difeharged in open court. 

In the I'olbooth at Edinburgh ,f July 6, 1779, there were thirteen 
debtors and nine felons; and in the Canongate Tolbooth, there were 

five 

“ in every pariih” in Scotland, and the prefbytery has thefuperintendenceof the execu¬ 
tion of this ad, which has,been carefully attended to. Many fchools are alfo fettled 
by donations and legacies, and by the fociety for propagating chriftian knowledge; 
fo that no parijh is without a fchool, and in fome there are four or five. In the 
fouthern parts of Scotland, it is very rare that you meet with any perfon that cannot 
both read and write. It is fcandalous for any perfon not to be poffeffcd of a Bible,' 
which is always read in the parochial fchools. 

* By the aft made in king William's firft feflion, 1695, Chap. IV'. all capital 
crimes are reilrifted to the trial and fentence within three Suns; and the “ Execution, 
“ which is hereby left to the difcrction of the Judge, not exceeding nine days after 
“ fentence.” ’ 

f I here give the table of fees from the tolbooth in this City, which is the only one 
I faw in the prifons in Scotland. 
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five debtors and one felon : and in the houje of correction there were 
fifty-three vfoiwen, crowded into dirty and offenfive rooms. 

In 


ACT of COUNCIL regulating die Fees payable t6 the Jailor and Clerk of the 
Tolbootb of Edinburgh.—Edinburgh, Seventeenth July, Seventeen Hundred and 
Twenty-eight. The which Day the Lord Proved, Dailies, Council, Deacons of 
Crafts, ordinary and extraordinary, being convened in Council, and taking into 
Confideration the prefent State of their Tolboith, and particularly the Fees that 
have been in Ufe to be exafted by the Jailor and Clerk of the faid Prifon, both 
from Creditors at Incarceration of Prifoners, and from the Debitor or I’crfon himfelf 
imprifoned; and judging it highly reafonnblc, that thefc Feci' fhould for the future 
be publicly afeertnined by Authority of the Council for the Benefit of all concerned; 
therefore the Council do tax and fettle the fame as follows, -viz. 


Fees payable to the Jailor. 

The incarcerator of any debitor for any fum of money fliall pay at incarceration 
one half-penny llerling for each pound Sects, and another half-penny llerling of each 
pound Scots to be paid by the debitor at his liberation ; and this in place of one penny 
llerling of each pound Scots in ufe to be paid by creditors at incarceration, and of 
the like fum of one penny llerling of each pound Scot’, ufually paid by the debitor 
at liberation as relief money. 


Item, Each perfon imprifoned for a civil debt or otherwife not being a 
burgefs, fhall pay to the jailor of houfc dues each night attour C 
what is above — — — j 

Item, Each burgefs imprifoned for a civil debt or otherwife, fliall pay 1 
alfo to.the jailor of houfedues each night attour what is above 1 
Item, The incarcerator of any perfon or perfons by the Lord’s letters of I 
Laburrows fliall pay at incarceration — — I 

Item, The.incarcerator of any perfon or perfons on Laburrows by a ) 
magiltratc, IherilF, or juftice of peace, fliall pay at incarceration I 
Item, The incarcerator of any perfon for exhibition of papers, or for*) 
implementing of writs (captions for reproduftion of procefles £ 
before the inferior courts excepted) fliall pay at incarceration J 


Scots. 
£• >'• 
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In the Tolbootb at Glafgow, July 9, 1779, there were thirteen 
debtors and feven felons; and in the houje of corriffim, feventeen 
women were fpinning, decently clothed. ’ 

I DID 

The Council ordains and declares when any gentleman or other perfon lhall be 
incarcerate in the 7 'dLooib, tfnd (hall defire to have a room in the prifon by him or 
hcrfelf, fuch perfons fliall be liable for the convcniency of fuch room to pay to the jailor 
ten fliillings flerling weekly in place of prifon fees, or fuch as they and the jailor lhall 
agree, but not to exceed ten fliillings. 

That all prifoners lhall be liable to pay the u'nder-keepers, and the woman who 
deans the houfe, <v prifoners were in ufe to do before the ad of council the 17th day 
of July tyaH ; but if any difpute lhall arife thercaneut, the magistrates for the time 
leing lhall have the full power of determining the fame. 


Fees payable to the Clerk of the To lbooth. 

£■ 

Imprimis, Each perfon incarcerate upon any Laburrows, lhall at his 7 
liberation pay — — — J 

Item, Each perloti incarcerate by warrant from the magillratcs, fliall 7 o 
at his liberation pay — — I 

Item, Each perfon incarcerate by warrant from IherilF or juftice of the! 

peace, lhall at liberation pay —- — J 

Item, All government prifoners lhall pay each at liberation — z 
Item, For each petition by a piifoner for the benefit of the ad of grace, 7 Q 
ami for the clerk’s declaration thereto fubjoined lhall be paid 5 
Item, For the borrowing or delivery up of any diligence by which} 
prifoners are incarcerate (..11 magillratcs warrants at or within ten > o 
merries excepted) fliall be paid — — J 

Item, All perfons incarcerated or arrcfled for a fum or fums at or below 
£120 Seals, Hull pay to the clerk at liberation four pennies for 
each pound Sects', and for fums above £ 120 S.ots, fliall pay at 
liberation to the clerk two pound Sects and no more. 

Item, All perfons incarcerate for exhibition of papers, orforimple-} 
menting of writs (captions for reprodu&ion of proceflcs before the r 1 
inferior courts excepted) lhall pay to the clerk at liberation 3 

O a 


Seals. 

S. D. 

12 : o 


6 : o 

12 : O 

o : o 
6 : o 

4 : o 


: 10 : 0 
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Scot 1.am). J niu not find above four or five prifoners in any of the other 

prifons which'! wificed, either in this or my former tour. 

IRE A .N D. 

Dublin-. I was happy in finding at Dublin a new gaol (Newgate)^ moft ready 
for the removal of the prifoners into more airy and convenient apart¬ 
ments, in which the fliocking intercourie of the two fexcs which 
took place in the old prifon, will be avoided. This new prifon is 
one hundred and feventy feet irt length, and has fepara'te courts for 
men and women. The cells on the firft and fecond floors are about 
twelve feet by eight, and on the upper floor twelve by four, all 
arched with brick, to prevent danger from fire.* Bcfidcs thefe 

Item, All creditors or incarcerators of prifoners for civil debt or otherwife dull be 
free of all fees to the clerk at incarceration. 

An i) the council flatues and declares, that if any fees iliall be demanded or exacted 
in time coming, by the jailor or clerk of their Tolbooth, other than thefe above let 
down, they iliall incur the deprivation of their refpeftive Mike;; and ordain their 
prefents to be printed and publilhcd, that none may pretend ignorance. 

And the council hereby ordains James Cleland principal jailor and his fucceflbrs 
in office, to affix a copy hereof in the I'olbootb- hall, and in his own office, under the 
penalty of£5 Scots, toties quotits. 

Extracted (figned) GEORGE IIOME. 

Edinbu rch, the Sixth Day of July, Seventeen Hundred and Seventy-nine Years. 
Thefe do certify by me William Gilles clerk to the I'olbootb of Edinburgh, that the 
above is.a true and exaft copy of the aft of council of the city of Edinburgh, by which 
the keeper of the faid Tolbootb and me as clerk thereof are governed. 

William Gilles. 

* It would have been much better if the lame precaution had been ufed in 
another Newgate, 

there 
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there are dungeons, out I hope they will never be ufed. It might be Dublin. 
beft to convert the chapel-at the top of the houfc iftto’an infirmary; 
for the flck rooms are too fmall, and likely to produce infection. 

In the men’s court nhere is a pump which fupplies good water, 
and I fuppole the women’s court will be provided with another. 

Great attentibn fhould be paid to air and cleanlinefs in the ftair-cales, 
and the narrow pafl'ages* leading to the cells, to prevent them from 
becoming offenfive and infectious. 

The criminals in the gaols of Ireland are very numerous ; one 
rcafon of which may be, that in this country there are no houfes of 
correction ;t and another, that acquitted perlons are continued in 
confinement till they have difeharged their fees to the clerk of the 
crown, or peace, the fheriff, gaoler and turnkey. % Even boys a!molt 

* Tn it arc three feet and a half vvidc, and the itaircafes only two feet one inch. 

f It may be an exception, that in a houfe adjoining to Newgate there were feveral 
Jliia, &c. and in another fmall houfc adjoining to the work-houfe in Dublin, I found 
eleven young creatures who for fmall ofFences were confined with outrageous lunatics 
of both fexes. The niagiftrates feem to have overlooked a compaflionate claufe of 
their legifiature the 3d of George Ilf. Chap. XXVTJT. “ that perfons of infane mind 
“ and outrageous behaviour” are not to go in common with the other piifoners. 

t; There is an aft “ for. difeharging without fees perfons who (hall be acquitted 
• < of offences for which they are or (hall be indifted, and for making a compenfation 
“ to (heriffs, gaolers, clerks of the crown, and clerks of the peace, for futh fees,” 
by a prefentment on the refpeftive counties. But many that are acquitted re¬ 
ceive no benefit by it, becaufe the presentment mult be made by the foreman of 
the petty jury to the grand jury, and confirmed by the Judges of aflize ; and the 
fum prefented at one alfize mult not exceed “ ten pounds if it be a county at large ; 

“ or five pounds, if it be a county of a city or county of a town,” 3d Chcrgr HI. 

Cap. V. p. too, 101. 
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Pub i. in. naked, and under the age of twelve, are fometimes confined two 
years for thefeVee?, though amounting to no more than about forty 
killings. How furprifing is it, that any kingdom can endure fuch 
injuft ice! It is,a particular aggravation of it, .that the prifoners thus 
confined generally Jofe, at the lame time, their allowance of-bread. 
I have heard that Mr. Juft ice /lfton always ordered the acquitted 
prifoners to be difeharged.—Some boys were lately releafed from the 
county gaol at Ktlmainbam , paying half fees; and others from 
Newgate, the Iherilis of Dublin generoufly relinquilhing their fees. 
But as thofe boys had been alfociated with the moft*profligate and 
abandoned felons for many months, I did not in the lead: wonder to 
find that fome of them returned to their former habitation in a few 
days. 

On palling this prifon frequently, I could not avoid obferving 
officers from the recruiting regiments waiting at the doors and win¬ 
dows, to receive either the offenders who were permitted to enlift, 
or any of their affociates. When the excefiive profligacy and daring 
wickednefs of this let of people is confidered, the mo ft melancholy 
apprehenfions mull be entertained, of the dreadful confequences 
likely to refult from their mixture with thole who may have had a 
fober education, and have entered voluntarily into the fervice of their 
country; and likewife of the danger to fociety in general, from 
turning loofe fuch a fet of wretches at the clofe of a war. 

Our EngliJJe prilons have alfo contributed their lhare towards re¬ 
cruiting the army, enlifting being the condition on which many have 
obtained their releafe from confinement, or immunity from fome 
other punilhment. I (hall make no farther remark on this practice, 

but 
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but that if it be a neceflary one, the legiflature may receive fome 
fatisfadion from the efFeds of their late falutary laws ,rcfpeding the 
health of prifoners. If this mode had'been adopted while prifons 
were in their former flate, it would have been the occafion of carry¬ 
ing the molt fatal difeafes into the midft of our feamten and foldiers. 

There is a new Marjhalfea prifon in Dublin. The firft (lone was 
laid, as appears by the infeription, July 3, 1775. Here were about 
fixty prifoners. — In the city Marjhalfea, which is a very old building, 
there were fifty-five debtors. Many debtors in this and the other 
prifons, being not alimented, are objeds of companion. But the 
moll needy of them are relieved by the care of a humane fbciety at 
Dublin , fimilar to that called the Thatched-Houfc Society in Loudon .—• 
Such focieties deferve the higheft praife. I wilh however to recom¬ 
mend to companion other prifoners, who though they feem to de¬ 
ferve alliftance lefs, yet need it more, to fave them from the ruin to 
which the bad date of the drift) prifons expofes them. 

1 am lorry to montion the common and pernicious ufe of fpirituous 
liquors in the drift) prifons.—In Neivgo.te, and in the county gaols 
that I vifited, there were no tables of fees hung up. 

There is an Irijh ad for preferving the health of prifoners, palled 
in the 17th and iBth of George III. Chap. XXVIII. fimilar to the 
lingtijb ad* for the lame purpofe. But I did not find it “ hung up ” 

in 

# This dili'ers from the Enftijb aft in one important circumibncc. The £W/' -t 
rt quires “ the walls and tidings of the feveral tells and wards, both of the dch.ors 
“ and the felons, and ulfo of any other rooms uffd by the prifoners in their relprtTYc 

“ gaol: 


111 

Dvnit;, 



A* P P E N D I X. 


Duelik. i n any 0 f the prifons.—There is alfo an aft of the fame year, fi.milar 
to the Englijh^ ad, for " the punilhment, by hard labour, of offenders 
who, for certain crimes, are.or Ihall become liable to be tranfported.” 
But the hulks on the Thames having cruelly deftroyed many healthy 
and robult young men, their cries probably Reached the IriJJj Ihore, 
and prevented any proceedings in confequenccj of that ad. 


HULKS on the THAMES. 


I n my former work, p. 75, I ventured to pafs fome cenfures on the 
management of convids committed to hard labour on the Thames ; 
and in a fubfequent vift I was dill more convinced of the faults I had 
obferved. The effeds of thefe became fo alarming, as to at trad the 
notice of Parliament. A public enquiry was infticuted, by which it 
appeared^ that from Auguft 17 76, when the convicts were fir ft put 

on board the veffels, to March 2 6, 1778, out of fix hundred and 


“ gaols and prifons* where felons are ufualljr confined, to be feraped and white-waflied, 
“ once in the yea t at leaft, to be regularly wafhed arid: kept dean*” Sec. whereas the 
Irijh aft requires the fame precautions in the cells, wards, and rooms of gaols and 
prifons without reftriftion ; for the claufe “ where felons are ufually confined” is omit¬ 
ted. 1 have known ij; pleaded as an excufe for not white-wafhing and keeping dean 
prifons in England where only debtors or petty offenders have been confined, that 
they were not obliged fo it by the aft of parliament. 
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thirty-two prifoners who had been received, one hundred and feventy- Hulks. 
fix had died. It is with pleafure that I can now give* an account, 
which will lhew in a ftriking light the beneficial effc&s of this parlia¬ 
mentary interference, ayd the obligations the public are under to the 
Committee appointed on this occafion, and particularly to its chair¬ 
man, Sir Charles Bunbury. 

At my laft vifit, Nov. 16, 1779, there were at Woolwich , for the 
reception of convitts, an old India man, called the JuJlitia ; and a 
frigate, the Cenfcr. In the former were two hundred and fifty-fix; 
and in the latter, two hundred and fifty. That which was Rrtl called 
the JuJlitia, is now converted into an hofpital (hip, in which were 
twenty patients.—Another, called the Reception, was empty: in this, 
convidts are examined by the furgeon, and continue four days, before 
they are fent either to the hulks, or to the hofpital fhip.* 

The prifoners on board the JuJlitia looked healthy and well; the 
decks were clean. They had bedding; their provifions were good 
of the fort; and there were not any (as at my former vifits) without 
Jhoes and (lockings.—I found the Cenjor, below deck, cleaner than 
the JuJlitia ; yet, on carefully viewing the convicts, they had not fo 
healthy and contented an afpeft as thole in the other; and a much 
greater proportion of this (hip’s company was fent to the hofpital. 

This created in me a fufpicion that fomething was wrong. I exa¬ 
mined all their provifions, rhifeddingy &c. and found that they were 
the fame as on board the JuJlitia. It would be highly proper that a 
table of their ftated allowance Jhould be hung up, and feales, weights, 
and meafures afiigned them,t to check the purfers who give out their 

• Bv the late aft 19th G«. HI. Cap. LXXIV. /. 1418. 
t See a good regulation for the prifoners of war, Article ix. 
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provifion.*—In the Hofpital fhip, on the two decks (one of which is 
for recovering patients) were twenty-five cradles with beds fimilar to 
thofc in the RoyalHofpitals at Hajlar and Plymouth , where all lie Angle. 
Of the few who were very fiek, I found their irons were off. The 

f ' 

cleanlinefs and quietnefs of the hofpital do honour to the condudtor. 
It is to be wifhed that the patients had belter nouriflimenr, as that 
in many cafes would be more lalutary than medical prefcriptions. 

There were about one hundred and fifty at work in the Warren ; 
molt of them clothed in a brown uniform. 

The fituation of thefe unhappy people is greatly altered for the 
better. Yet their bread allowance fhould be half a pound more; 
for one pound a day is too little, efpecially for thofc who work, 
although they have an extra allowance of beer. There fhould alfo 
be to each bed, in winter, an additional blanket. 

I shall take the liberty here to fubjoin a few additional remarks on 
the Gaol fever ; in which, if T fhall appear to have invaded the 
province of the gentlemen of the faculty, I hope to be pardoned, 
from the confideration that my experience in this matter may in fome 
refpett fupply my want of other means of knowledge. 

If it were afked, what is thecaufe of the gaol fever? it would in 
general be readily replied, " the want of frefh air and cleanlinefs.” 
But as I have found in a few prffons abroad, cells and dungeons as 
offenfive and dirty as any I have obferved in this country, where, 
however,' this diflemperwas unknown, I am obliged to look out for, 

* Pursers weights are known on board Ihips to be two ounces in a pound 
lhort, their, meafures in proportion. 

fome 
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fome additional caufe for its production. I am of opinion, that the 
Hidden change of diet and lodging fo afFeCts the fpiritJafhww convicts, 
that the general caufes of putrid fevers exert an immediate e fifed upon 
them. Hence it is cotpmon to fee them ficken and die in a fhort 
time, with very little apparent illnefs. Convi&s are generally ftout 
robufl young,men, who have been accuftomed to free diet, tolerable 
lodgings, and vigorous exercife. Thefe are ironed, and thru ft into 
clofe oflfenfive dungeons, fome of them without draw or other 
bedding j in which they continue, in winter, fixteen or eighteen 
hours out of the twenty-four, in utter inactivity, and immerfed in 
the noxious effluvia of their own bodies. On this account, the gaol 
diftemper is always obferved to reign more in our prifons during 
winter than fummer; contrary, I prefume, to the nature of other 
putrid difeafes. Their diet is*at the fame time low and fcanty; and 
the powers of life foon become incapable of refilling fo many caufes of 
ficknefs and defpair. 


Gaol 

Fever. 


After the gaol fever has prevailed in a pril'on, nothing, probably, 
will be lb effectual irfdeftroying all remains of infection, as the mode 
of fumigation praftifed by the ingenious Dr. Lind for infeded flips. 
I fit all therefore extra# fome Of the molt important particulars of 
this procefs from the account with which the doctor favoured me. 


« Charcoal fires Ihould be lighted in the morning, and allowed 
« to remain till evening, and half a pound of brimltone thrown upon 
“ each, their fmoke in the mean time being clofely confined. They 
« may be made in iron pots.—This fumigation Ihould be repeated 
« every day for a fortnight. Every evening after the fumigation, 
“ the ports and hatchways Ihould be opened, and the infide of the 
“ fiiip walhed with warm vinegar: and after the laft fumigation, 

P 2 “ before 
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“ before the men return to the ihip, the decks ihould be thoroughly 
“ fcraped and cleaned. If the infe&ion has been very violent, the 
“ parts of the fliip moft exp'ofed to it may alfo be white-waihed.— 
“ Every thing ragged and dirty ihould be deftroyed, as alfo the 
“ clothes and bedding of fuch as brought the infe&ion into the ihip, 
“ the bedding of fuch as have died of the fevef, and un\efs the infec- 
“ tion has been very mild, the bedding of fuch as have had the fever 
** though recovered. The remaining clothes and bedding ihould be 
** purified by being expofed twice a week to the fteams of the brim- 
" ftone and charcoal; or when the brimftone might be fuppofed to 
" injure the clothes, they may be hung up in a clofe place, expofed 
“ to the fmoke of tobacco ilrewed on charcoal fires. Linens, and 
“ fuch articles as will admit of being wet, ihould after the firft 
“ fumigation be ileeped for feveralhours in cold water or leys, be well. 
“ waihed, and then dried in the open air.—If, during the fortnight 
“ of this fumigation, any perfon is taken ill of the fever, the fortnight 
“ ihould again commence from the day on which fuch peribn leaves 
u the ihip.—Strict attention ihould 'be paid to the cleanlinefs of the 
“ men both in their perfons and apparel: fuch as are fluggiih and 
** dirty ihould be made to bathe and clean themfelves and a fufficicnt 
** quantity of flops ihould be ifliied, that every man may have a 
“ change of clothes,”* 


* I have obferved in prifons abroad a very cheap and pleafant fumigation, which 
furprifingly corrects the bad air. I fuppofe it is the fame as is ufed in Roman catholic 
churches, viz. juniper berries thrown upon burning coals in a chaffing-dilh. 


ENGLAND. 



ENGLAND.* 


L* O N D O N. 


T he tower is a ftrong fortrefs, and the only prifon in London. 

England for Rate delinquents of rank. The care of it is com¬ 
mitted to an officer called the Conftable of the Tower, who has under 
him a lieutenant, deputy-lieutenant called the governor, and many other 
officers, among whom are forty warders, whofe uniform is the fame 
with the king’s yeomen of the guards. Nineteen of thefe warders 
have feparate houfes well furnilhed, in any of which, as the governor 
is pleafed to order, the (late delinquents may be confined; and the 
cuftom has been to affign them two of the belt rooms on the firft 
floor. Sometimes they are committed to clofe confinement; but in 
general they are at liberty to walk in the area of the Tower, attended 
always by a warder. 

There have been no prifoners here for a few years paftj and when 
there are any, their fate is foon determined by a legal trial, and con- 
fequently their confinefnent can never be long. Six -(hillings and 
eight pence a day*1s allowed by government for their fubfiftence, but 
they feldom accept this allowance. 

’ In this fortrefs, befldes the houfes juft mentioned, there are feveral 
public offices and ftore-houfes} fuch, particularly, as the office of 
Ordnance, the Jewel-office, the Mint, and buildings for holding 
artillery and arms. 


NEWGATE. 
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London. 


N E W G A T E. 

«■ 

Every part of the gaol was- clean, and free from offenfive fcents. 
On the felons-fide there were only three fiek, in one of the upper 
wards. An infirmary was building near the condemned cells.—Of 
the one hundred and forty-one felons &c. there were ninety-one con- 
vifts and fines,* who had only the prifon allowance of a penny loaf 
a day. Mr. Akerman generoufly contributes towards their relief.— 
In the felons court, the table of fees painted on a board was hung up.f 

1779, Aug. 16, Debtors 51, Felons &c. 14 r. 


THE FLEET. 

No alteration. 

In the Houfe. In the Rules. 
147 - - 37 - 


1779, Aug. 13, Prifoners, 


NEW, L U D G A,T E. 
No alteration. 

1779, Aug. 12, Prifoners 15. 


POULTRY COMPTER. 

No alteration. 

1779, Aug. 6, Debtors 46. Felons &c. 5. ImprelTed Men 3. 


* .Th ere. <hould be a reparation in all prifons of thofe called fints, Who are com¬ 
mitted for a term, from thofe who are only committed on fufpicion either of felony * 
or mifdemcanors. 

f Mr. Akerman was fo good as to copy for me a table of all the executions for 
London and Middlefcx during eight years pail; for which fee the tables at the end, 

WOOD-' 



LONDON.* 


119 


WOOD-STREET COMPTER. 

No alteration., * 

1779,' Aug. 6, Debtors 58. Felons &c. 45. 

Nov. 15, — 38. — *ii. 

BRIDEWELL. 

;ulation has been lately made, that every perfon who is 
:cond time to this prifon lhall have only half the allow- 
ance. A proper check where the allowance is fo ample. 

1779, Aug. ia, Prisoners 13. 

To this prilon were committed. 

In the year 1776, Prifoners 983. 

I 777> ~ 544 - 

1778, — 1027. 

NEW PRISON CLERKENWELL. 

I found the men’s* fide very clean. — The fines have only the prifor 
allowance.—The king’s evidence are put into the women’s ward, to 
fecure them from the refentment of the other prifoners.—The act for 
. preferring the health of prifoners not hung up. Goaler now 
Samuel Newport. 

1779, Aug. 7, Prifoners 60. 

Nov. 15, — 45. 

CLERKENWELL BRIDEWELL. 

A small clofe room is ufed as an infirmary for the men : and 
two of the night-rooms are now made into one for an infirmary for 
the women. 

This 


London. 
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London. This prifon was clean, but it is much too imall for the number 
of priJbners.— Of the one hundred and feventy-one priloners, twenty- 
two men and boys, and fifty-eight women were convids. The/e 
were employed in picking oakum, the women in two rooms below, 
the men up flairs.—A warehoufe and a fhecl for drying have been 
lately ereded on fome ground at the back of this prifon.—The convids 
here are allowed three pence a day. The ad for preferving the health 
of prifoners not hung up. 

177^ Aug. 13, Prifoners 171. 

WHITECHAPEL PRISON. 

No alteration, but in the number of prifoners, fmce the late ad 
for extending the Proviftons of an Aft, to prevent frivolous and vexatious 
Arrejls-, 19 Geo. III. Cap. LXX. 

1779, Aug. il, Prifoners 5. 

I 

TOWER HAMLETS GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Aug. 10, Prifoners none. 

St. CATHARINE’S PRISON, ' 

1779, Aug. 11, I found the houfe inhabited, but no prifoners. 


WEST- 



WESTMINSTER. 


THE SAVOY. 

• The prifoners were ^ in health; the rooms made more airy, and 
lome adjoining fitted up for an infirmary. 

* 1779, Aug. 13, Prifoners 98. viz. 

64 Defertcrs, 21 Impreffed Men, 13 of the Guards. 

. TOT HILL-FIELDS BRIDEWELL. 

• * 

This prifon clean, as ufual. There is a work-fhop with hemp- 
blocks, and a room over it. Two of the women’s night-rooms are 
appropriated to female conviCts, who have alfo a feparate court, with 
water, &cc. The women's court is alfo enlarged, the garden-pales 
being fet farther' off.—As I have feen feveral fick objects on the 
floors, the Gentlemen, who are fo ready to relieve the fufferings of 
their fellow-creatures, will forgive the intimation that an infirmary 
might be made over ( the women’s ward. 

1779, Aug. 5, Prifoners 74. Impreffed Men 10. 

WESTMINSTER GATE-HOUSE. 

This prifon being taken down, another is erected in Fothill- 
Fields, adjoining the Bridewell, but not yet inhabited, Aug. 5, 1779. 
There is to be a proper feparation of debtors and felons; and in the 
court of the latter are four fmall rooms for the refractory. The 
pulpit is contrived to have both debtors and felons in view, though 
they will not be in fight of each other. The keeper from thence can 

cafily 
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eafily overlook them when they are locked up.—The court-yarcfs 
will be plenfifijjly fupplied with water, by pipes from the Main .— 
The outer walls are too lefw, fo that tools, &c. may be eafily con¬ 
veyed over. 


S O U TH WA*R K.a 

THE KING’S BENCH PRISON. 

Some of the old buildings are taken down, and a chapel and many 
rooms are added to the new buildings, and another wing fimilar to 
that which has been already mentioned, but no infirmary .—This fpa- 
cious prifon is enclofed with a ftrong wall about thirty feet high, 
with a chevaux de frife. 

Two excellent rules have been lately hung up and enforced. 

Farther Rules and Orders, &c. 

« 

Monday next after three weeks from the day of the Holy Trinity 
in the 19th year of King George the III. 

King's Bench Prifon. Upon full and mature confideration had here 
in court. It is ordered by the faid court that any man may lawfully be 
turned out. of his chamber for the following caufes (that is to fay) 
If fuch perfon lets his chamber to another, or does not refide there 
himfelf, or if fuch perfon might have taken the benefit of any infol- 
vent aft or the lords aft; or if he be charged by a friendly or collu- 
five aftion where there is no real debt. 

By the Court. 

Friday 
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Friday next after fifteen days from the day of the Holy Trinity 
in the 19th year of King George the IH. • 

King's Bench Prifon. , It is ordered that all prifoners who have been 
or lhall be in the cuftody of the Marlhal of the Marjhalfea for the 
fpace of fix months after they are fuperfedeable altho’ not fuperfeded 
fhall be forthwith difcharged out of the prifon of the Marfhal of the 
Marjhalfea by the faid Mar dial as to all fuch actions in which they 
have been or lhall be fuperfedeable. And that no prifoner lhall be 
entitled to any room in the faid prifon by reafon of leniority except 
from the time of his being charged in the adions in which he is not 
fuperfedeable. 

By the Court. 

1779, Aug. n, In the Houfe 511. In the Rules* 75. 

Od. 26, — 438. — 60. 

MARSHALSEA PRISON. 

No alteration. 

Here the chambers want regulation. For in feveral rooms where 
four lie in two beds, and in fome dark rooms where two lie in one 
bed, each pays 3 s. 6d. a week for his lodging. 


• The Rules, or Bounds belonging to this prifon are extenfive, including St. George's 
Fields , one fide of Blackman-Jreet, and part of the Borough High-Jlreet, of which 
a plan is publiihed. 


South¬ 

wark. 
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There 
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South¬ 

wark. 


There are fundry fmall legacies, befides the county mo,ney which 
is : io : p every month, and Mrs. Margaret Symcott'% (Eleanor 
Gwynn s) bread, which is fixty-five penny loaves every eight weeks; 
but no table hung up. 

f 

1779, Aug. 10, Prifoners, 88 Men, 4 Women. 


BOROUGH COMPTER. 

No alteration. 

The a6t for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up, and 
no regard paid to it. The allowance a penny loaf a day each, weight 
in Aug. 1779, twelve ounces. 

This prifon might be made more commodious, by building on a 
piece of ground at the back of it, forty-one feet by twenty, which 
the keeper now ufes as a garden. • 

l 

. 1779, Aug. 10, Debtors 16. Felons &c. 2. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL AT HERTFORD. Hertford- 

J • SHIRE, 

The new gaol has feparate wards and courts for debtors, men- 
felons and women-felonsj and the whole is now furrounded by a wall 
fifteen feet high. 

In mentioning the gaol fever I fliould have added, I was well in¬ 
formed that a prifoner brought out as dead, from one of the dun¬ 
geons, on being wnJJjed under the pump, fhevcd figns oflife, and foon 
after recovered. Since this I have known other inftances of the fame 
kind. 

1779, Sept. 27, Debtor 1. Felons &c. 17. Deferter 1. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

HERTFORD. No alteration. 1779, Sept. 27, one prifoner. 

HIT CHIN. No alteration. 177 9 j Oft. 21, no prifoners. 

BERKHAMSTE AD. No alteration. 1779, April 27, 1 prifoner. 

N 

BUNTINGFOllD. Two rooms; one for men, eighteen feet by 
eight; the other a new one for women, thirteen feet by ten. 

No water: no court-yard. The keeper has a large garden. 

Salary £9. 

1779, Sept. 27, one prifoner. 

St. ALBAN’S BOROUGH GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, April 24, Debtors c. Felons &c. o. Deferter 1. 

L 1 B E R T Y GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, April 24, Debtors o. Felons &c. 1. Deferters 2. 

BRIDE- 
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Hertford¬ 

shire. 


Essex. 


BRIDEWELL at St. ALBAN’.S, 

• *For the Liberty and Borough. 

/ 

No alteration. 

In the work-room were two foldiers, and a girl who was fentenceci 
for a year’s imprifonment, locked up all day* together., 

1779, April 24, Prifoners 3. 


E S S E ; X. 

COUNTY GAOL at CHELMSFORD. 

Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Morgan. 

Salary now £50. 

The new prifon is occupied. The felons apartments are entirely 
out of fight from the gaoler’s ho'ufe. I beg leave to obferve, that a 
window might be made in the gaoler’s kitchen, which would over-, 
look the felons court-yard: and that the window in the debtors apart¬ 
ment toward the ftreet is highly improper, as an avenue for intro¬ 
ducing at all times fpirituous liquors, tools, &c. 

1779, April 7, Debtors 34. Felons $tc. 7. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

CHELMSFORD. No alteration. The county has all the profits 
of the prifoners work, which is fpinning. 

1779, April 7, Prifoners 27. 


COLCHES- 
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COLCHESTER Castle. No alteration. I have remarked that 
there is no water. A well of fine wafer at the caftfe was lately 
arched over. 

1779, April 7, Prifoner 1. 

COLCHESTER TOWN GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration, but two rooms added tc. the bridewell. 

* 779 \ April,7, Debtors none. Felons &c. 4. 

NEWPORT. No alteration. 1779, Sept. 26, Prifoners 9. 

H A L S T E D. No alteration. The houfe is rented of the 

truftees of Martin 's charity. The prifoners are employed in 
fpinning, but are not allowed any part of what they earn. 

1779, April 6, Prifoners 5. Imprefifed Men 2. 
BARKING. No alteration. 1779, April 8, Prifoner 1. Impreffed 5. 

HARWICH TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms towards the flreet. No chimneys. One back room 
with a fire-place •, another called the dark gaol. No court no 
water; no fewer. Allowance, three halfpence a day. Gaoler’s falary, 
jTi : 8 ; o. Fees, 6 s. 8 d. No table. 

. 1778, April 18, Prifoners none. 


Essex. 


COUNTY 
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Kent. 


KENT. 

COUNTY GAOL at MAIDSTONE. 

. • 

No alteration. 

« • 

I found the gaoler attentive to cleanlinefs and regularity. Ciaufes 
of aft againft fpirituous liquors are hung up. 

The felons apartments are the better for not having glafs windows. 
The wall being three feet and a half thick, in fome meafure breaks 
the force of the wind. The felons five night-rooms have double 
doors } if one of them was an iron-grate door (as at the new gaol 
at Horfoam) and locked up in the day-time, the rooms would frefhen 
and be better ventilated. 

1779, April 16, Debtors 15. Felons 23, including 14 Convifts. 

COUNTY B.RIDEWELLS. 

MAIDSTONE. The new prifon dirty and offenfive. It is ne- 
cefiary to choofe keepers who are attentive to cleanlinefs and 
neatnefs. The county allowance is three pence every day but 
Sundays. They were at work, but have no part of what they 
earn. Fees, 3s. Gd. No table. I faw two with the fmall-pox, 
lying'on loofe llraw, and their only covering was common mats. 

1779, April 16, Prifoners 13. 

CANTERBURY. No alteration, but a partition in the women’s 
court to keep them more private. 

1779, April 16, Prifoners 4. 


CANTER- 
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CANTERBURY CITY GAOL. 

No alteration. No regard is paid to. the claufe enjoining that 
u once in the year at leaft” the gaols fhall be white-walhed. 

1779, April 16, Debtors 2. Felons 2, 

D A R T F Oil D. Now there are two courts from the keeper's 
garden, one for each fex, with pumps and fewers, and a room in 
the men’s court for the Tick. But the women had no mats, or 
any fort of bedding. 

1779, April 15, Prifoners 5. 

kuCHESTER CITY GAOL. 

The court-room was built, as appears by the date, in 1687 ; and 
it is probable, there has been no alteration in the prifon fince. The 
room for debtors in the keeper’s houfe, is only for fuch as can pay 
for a bed; for I found two in the clofe offenfive room towards the 
ftreet, who had been locked up there fome weeks. 

1779, April 15, Debtors 2. Felons o. 

t 

DOVER CASTLE. 

Frederic Lord North is now Conftable of the Caftle; and Henry 
Wood, Bo Jar. The two rooms were white-walhed, and much cleaner, 
than at my former vifit. 

1779, April 17, Prifoners 3. 

DOVER TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration ; 'but the new keeper has a falary, £10. No licence. 

' The gaol was much cleaner) and company were not drinking there, 
as at my former vijjts. 

1779 * April 17, Debtor 1. -Felon 1. 

R 


Kent. 
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Sussex. 


SUSSEX. 

COUNTY GAOL at HORSHAM. 

« 

The new gaol does credit to the Gentlemen that fuperintended the 
work: it is every way fubftantial and ftrong; and i*ach felon is to 
have a feparate room, ten feet by feven, and nine feet high to the 
crown of the arch. They are all arched with brick, to prevent danger 
and confufion in cafe of fire.t- To each room are two doors, one of 
them iron-grated. 

1779, March 9, Debtors 12. Felons &c. 6. in the old gaol. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

At Horsham the Bridewell was difcontinued, and the keeper 
dilcharged. 

LE WES. No alteration. The.apartments for each fex fimilar, but 
feparate; a kitchen, five bed-rooms ten feet (quare, work-fhop, &c. 
Though I found no prifoners at work, it feems, they are fome- 
times employed in making whiting, as there were chalk, mal¬ 
lets, fieves, &c. in the men’s work-rooms. The keeper has all 
the profits of their work. The county allowance is a two¬ 
penny loaf (the weight was 1 lb. 5 oz.) The keeper’s houfe is 
detached, fo that he has no view from thence into the prifoner’s 
rooms or courts. 

1779, April 1.9, Prifoners 8. 

P £ T W O R T H. The keeper’s falary is now augmented to /30, 
in lieu of fees. The bread allowance is now a two-pound loaf 

every 
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ievery day, to be weighed by the keeper, with fcales and a weight 
ordered to the houfe for that purpofe by the juftices* No alter¬ 
ation in the houfe. 

177^ March 8, Prifoners a. 

CHICHESTER tlTY GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

The alteration is a pump in the court. 

1779, March 8, No prifoners. 

3 ATTLE. Two rooms fourteen feet by twelve and a half, in 
one of which is a chimney, in the other the. flocks. Court-yard 
not fecure. No water, but in the keeper’s garden. Allowance, 
feven farthings a day; the fame, the old keeper fays, in the thirty 
years of his time, and in the many years of his father’s time. 
Salary, £10. Fees, 3^. 4 d. 

1779, April 18, No prifoners. 

% - 

RYE. The town gaol is an old tower. The lower rooms are, 
one about feventeen feet diameter, with a fire-place, and two 
fmall ones of about fix feet j and above flairs are three rooms of 
the fame dimenfions. Allowance to prifoners, three halfpence 
a day. Fees, 3;. 4 d. No table. Salary, none. Keeper, a 
fergeant at mace. 

1779, April 18, No prifoners. 
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U R R Y. 

COUNTY GAOL in SOUTHWARK. 

No alteration, The gaol was clean, and none of the prifoners lick. 

Here I would juft mention, that all the, rags left by the felons 
after every aflize, ought to be immediately buried (the.earth abforbs 
putrid matter) or burnt •, as they only ferve to harbour vermin, dirt, 
and infection. 

1779, Aug. 9, Debtors 23. Felons &c. 14. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

St. GEORGE’s FIELDS. No alteration. The fines or convidts 
are with the other prifoners, and have the fame allowance. AU 
are entirely without employment.* 

1779, Aug. 9, Prifoners 44. 

KINGSTON upon Thames. The a< 5 t for preferving' the health 
of prifoners was hung up, but little attention paid to it. The 
prifon was dirty, and the prifoners unemployed ■, the keeper in¬ 
forming me, that they were not committed for hard labour, 
though one was imprifoned for a year. The three-halfpenny loaf 
weighed feventeen ounces and a quarter. 

1779, March 11, Prifoners 6. 


•.At my laft vifit I obferved the convicts were employed, in Chrkenvjell bridewell, 
in picking oakum, as I have Teen in fome houfes of correction near the lea Ihore. 
This is a falutary employment, as the ftrong feent of the pitch and tar may counter aft 
any contagious or unhealthy effluvia in the workroom*. 

• \ 


KINGSTON 
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KINGSTON TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 1779, March. 11, Debtors 3. 

GUILDFORD BRIDEWELL. 

Three new rooms up flairs were lately added, and the neceflary 
fewers. The a£t for preferving the health of prifoners painted on a 
board was hung confpicuoufly up in the court. None were at work. 

1779, March 9, Prifoners 3. 

NORFOLK CIRCUIT. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL AT AYLESBURY. Bucking. 

HAM SHIRE. 

No alteration. 

Two men, fentenced for three years, had continued here two years 
and a half one of them was much emaciated by confinement 
without work. 

1779, Feb. 25, Debtors 6. Felons &c. 12. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

AYLESBURY. No alteration. 1779, Feb. 25, Prifoners 3. 

NEWPORT PAGNEL. Two cells in the back court of a 
public houfe, feven feet by fix and a half, and fix feet high. 

The apertures in the doors ten inches by nine. No water; no 

allowance; 
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.Surry, 
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Bucking- allowance; no employment. The keeper lives dHlant. Salary, 

HA MS HI RE. 

£20. He pays rent two guineas. 

1779, March 24, t ^ prifoners. One or two had lately efcaped. 
Oftob, 13, S 

WEST-W Y COMB. This prifon was lately remowd from High- 
IVycombi and the keeper was difmified at the Michaelmas Seffions, 
1778, for inattention. It confifts of two garrets in the prefent 
keeper’s houfe. The windows are almoft clofed up, by ftrong 
planks nailed acrofs for fecurity. His falary, £ix>. 

1779, April 23, No prifoners. 

BUCKINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms below j one of which is the bridewell: the other for 
felons fifteen feet and a half by twelve. Over thefe are two rooms 
for debtors. No water. Gaoler no falary. Keeper’s falary, £2.— 

Over the gate on a board is this infcription: 

“ The Right Honourable Richard Grenville Temple Lord Vifcount 
“ Colham caufed this Edifice to be erefted at his own expenfe for 
“ the ufe of this Town and County: The Summer Alfizes being 
“ reftorcd ‘to this place and fixed here by Aft of Parliament in the 
<c year 1748.” 

1779, Oft- Hi No prifoners but a raving lunatic. 


COUNTY 
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Norfolk Circuit. BEDFORDSHIRE, &c. 

COUNTY GAOL at BEDFORD. 

> 

No alteration. The prifon very clean. 

1779, Oft. 16, Debtors 7. Felons &c. 2. Deleters a. 

» 

J 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BEDFORD. 
No alteration. This prifon alfo clean. 

1779, Oft. 16, Prifoners 2. 

BEDFORD TOWN GAOL. 


Two new rooms. No apartment for the gaoler: no court: 
no water. 


1779, Oft. 16, No prifoners. 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


r 

COUNTY?' GAOL at HUNTINGDON. 

No alteration, but the gaol not clean as formerly. Claufes of aft 
againfl: fpirituous liquors are hung up. 

Surgeon now Mr. Ter kins. 

1779, Sept. 22, Debtors it. Felons &c, 14- Dcferters 4. 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

COUNTY GAOL, CAMBRIDGE CASTLE. 

No alteration, but the rooms boarded and made more fecure. • 
1779, Sept. 23, Debtors 21. Felons &c, 2. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at CAMBRIDGE. 

There are now two workrooms, and two lodging-rooms. 
Mr. Saunders the keeper is attentive and humane^. The prifoners 
have the whole profit of their work. 

1779, Sept. 23, Prifoners 7. 

CAMBRIDGE TOWN GAOL. 

1779, Sept. 23, Debtor 1. Felons &c. a. 

No alteration: but I now give the table of fees. 

An Account of the Fees that have been anciently and cuilomarily 
paid to the Gaoler, or Keepef of the Tolhotb Prifon in the Town 
of Cambridge , viz. 

For every debtor £, S. D. 

The commitment fee —- — . 0:6:8 

The withdraught or difeharging fee which is paid afterwards \ Q . ^ Q 
to the Mayor at every port — — i 

For the care of the prifoner and chamber per week — o : z : 6 

The 17 January 1765 

At the General Quarter Sefiions of the Peace held for the Town 
of. Cambridge —We the Juftices—of the faid Town—having reviewed 
the abovefaid Table of Fees, do allow and confirm the fame 

ll /m Norfolk W Whijkin , Mayor ' Edward Leeds 

IVII Liven Elias Sowjter King JVbittred 

CAMBRIDGE 



Norfolk Circuit. CAMBRIDGESHIRE, &c. 

CAMBRIDGE TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

In the fpring, t 779, feventeen womeq were confined in the day¬ 
time, and fome of them at night, in the work-room, which has no 
fire-place or fewer. This made it extremely offenfive, and occafioned 
a fever or ficknefs among them, which alarmed the Vice-chancellor , 
who ordered "'all of them to be difeharged. Two or three of them 
died within a few days. There are now added two rooms, in one of 
which are five cages about feven feet fquart; no fire-place. 

1779, Sept. 23, Prifoners 6, and 1 Lunatic. 

«• » 

ELY GAOL. 

No alteration, but the walls in the debtors court raifed. 

1779, Sept. 23, Debtors 7. Felon 1. and 1 Lunatic. 

ELY BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept. 23, Prifoners a. 

% 

WISBEACH GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, March 29, Debtors a. Imprefied Men 3. 

Odob. to, — 1. Felons &c. 1. 

NORFOLK. 

COUNTY GAOL, NORWICH CASTLE. 

No alteration, but guard or barrack beds in the dungeon. 

Surgeon now Mr. Brown. Salary, £40. 

S At 
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Norfolk, 


• A* P P E N D I X. 

At Lent Aftize, 1779, twenty-feven prifoners were carried to 
Tbetfordy and confined there four nights, mod of them in the dungeon. 

r 

1779, March. 3 j-, Debtors 24.' Felons &c. 29. 
NORWICH CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

r 

The prifoners bread allowance now twelve ounces: itraw, £1:6:0 
a year. Claufes of aft againll fpirituous liquors are hung up. 

The women have ftill their low night-room, and no feparate day- 
room. The room adjoining, improperly ufed for \ ft able, would be 
very convenient. 

Gaol-delivery being only once a year, three prifoners mull be 
confined from eight to ten months before their trial: as two were 
committed Nov. 6, 1778, and one woman Aug. 22, 1778. 

1779, March 31, Debtors 19. Felons &c. 5. 

NORWICH CITY BRIDEWELL. 

The prifoners were at work. The daily allowance is two penny¬ 
worth of bread. The keeper’s falary, £25. Here is no feparate court 
for the women. 

I did not know, till this vifit, that here are dungeons down fifteen 
fteps j in one part four for the men ; and in another part, three for 
the women. In thefe, as in the other rooms, are cribs. It is to be 
hoped that Gentlemen who have made many improvements in their 
gaol, will be fo confiderate as to order thefe cells to be barred to all, 
unlefs to fuch as are very refraftory and difobedient. 

1779, March 31, Prifoners 7. 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

SWAFFHAM. No alteration, but’ now licence for beer: — 
and claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. Straw, 
20 s. a year. Keeper's falary, £iS. Surgeon, Mr. Say: he makes 
a bill. • 

. 1779, March 29, Prifoners 11, including the Lunatic. - 

WYMUNDHAM. No alteration, but the dungeon arched with 
brick. It is fifteen feet and a half by eight feet, and fix feet high: 
a dirt floor :• has two apertures at the top, of a foot diameter. 
The Juft ices feem to have overlooked a claufe in a late aft of 
parliament, “ to prevent the prifoners from being kept under 
“ ground, whenever they can do it conveniently,”* as there is 
abundant room on the prernifes. 

In the room up flairs were four dirty pale and fick women at 
work, with padlocks on their legs, though never out in the court 
except on Sundays. The very fmall quantity of ftraw on the 
floor was worn almoft to duft. 

1779, March 30, ^Prifoners 5. 


A Y L S H A M. In the floor of the work or day-room is a trap¬ 
door into a dungeon, which is nine feet and a half by fix feet. 
Above flairs are three rooms not fecure. No fire-place: no ftraw: 
the court not fecure ; prifoners in it only on Sundays : no 
water: no fewer: no implements for work: no allowance, but 
two pennyworth of bread a day to vagrants. Keeper’s falary, 
/13 : 6 : 8. 


Norfoi.i 


1779, April 1, Prifoners 4. 
* Anno 14 George III. Cap, XLIII. 

S 2 


ACLE. 
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Norfolk. 


ACLE. A day-room and a room over it. Down nine ftepsf are 
two dark, dungeons, eight feet by five feet ten inches. This prifon 
is quite out of repaid The date on it is 1633. No court: no 
water accefiible to plfforiers: no allowance: no ftraw. The 
keeper’s falary, £16. 

1779, '’April 2, Prilonevs none. 

WALSINGHAM. A room fifteen feet by eight in the keeper’s 
court-yard, with two dark lodging-rooms about feven feet fquare, 
and ftraw bn the brick floors. The walls of the court not fecure. 
Prifoners in irons. Claufes of a£t againft lpirituous liquors not 
hung up. Keeper’s falary, £13 : 6 : 8. Fees, as. 

1779, 0 &. 10, Prifoners 2. 

THE T FORD TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept. 24, Prifoner 1. 

YARMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, April 3, Debtors 4. Felons &c. 4. 

YARMOUTH TOWN BRIDEWELL, 

No alteration. 

1779, April 3, Prifoners none. 

LYNN reois TOWN GAOL. 

There are proper rooms for debtors, felons, and petty offenders, 
and three cells for the condemned. The Gentlemen of the Corpo¬ 
ration have been fo compaflionate, as to order cribs in the two rooms . 
for felons, befides ftraw and two coverlids. The gaoler’s falary is 
now £20. 

1779, March 29, Debtors 3. Felons &c. 4. 

Oftober 9, — 3. —• 2. 

« 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at IPSWICH. 

I found this prifon clean, though full of prifbners. In the centre 
of the ceiling of the new chapel is an aperture covered by a fmall 
turret, which keeps this'room airy and pleafant. All.prifon chapels 
fhould be thus fupplied.with frefli air.* 

Here are no alterations, but the water from the pump conveyed 
through the fewers, which prevents the court-yard, which is fmall, 
from being offenfive and there is allowance to the gaoler for con’ 
veying priloners to Bury. 

1779, April’ 5, Debtors 24. Felons &c. 23. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

IPSWICH. This prifon is greatly improved. The work-rooms 
and chambers are now twenty feet by thirteen and a half. The 
court forty feet by thirty-four. 

r 779, April 5, Prifoners none. 

WOODBRIDGE.. This prifon is much improved. The two 
rooms enlarged, are twenty-eight feet by lixteen t the lower 
room is nine feet high : to each are three windows and a fire¬ 
place. The court is enlarged, and made fecure: it is to be hoped 
the Juftices will order a pump. 

1779, April 4, Prifoner 1. 

BECCLES. No alteration. No pump in the court j no feparate apart¬ 
ments for women, which there might be, as the keeper has a large 

• See Dr. PrieJlIej's Experiments, &rc. p. 281. His words arc, “ I would ad- 
“ vife, therefore, that when large rooms are built, provifiqii be made far letting out 
the vitiated air at the top of them.” 

garden. 


Suffolk. 
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Suffolk. 


. A* P P E N D I X. 

garden. In the room called the Ward, is a window to the ftreet 
which is highly improper, as I havefeen numbers of* idle perfons 
crowding about it. . . 

1779, April!*, Prifoners, 6 Men, 3 Women. 

In this' vifit the keeper fhewed me* an old table of fees on 
parchment, which I here copy. 


The Gaoler’s Fees for the County of Suffolk agreed upon 29 of 
March 1676 by the Juftices of the Peace underwritten. 

Iaprimis for every per Ton committed in court •— • — 

Item for every per Ton committed out of court — — 

Item for every perfoa committed upon warrant or procefs —- 

Item for every perfon committed upon execution — — 

Item to the turnkey — — ■— —■ 

Item for every perfon upon his acquittal for felony — — 

Item for every petfon committed upon outlawry — — 

Item for every prtfoner lodging in the gaoler’s bed for every night | 
taking no diet in the houfe *— — 

Taking diet —■ t' — „ — ' 

If he find his own bed and take diet — — 

If he take no diet — — — 

Item for every prifoner that is not a felon that will go into the ward ^ 
and lye there for every night — —• ~ 

Item if two lye in one bed and take diet in the houfe for both — 

If they take no diet — — — — 

For the twp bell chambers in the houfe as they can agree. 

Henry Felton Antb. Gawdy c Tho > . Edgar 

Rob 1 . Brake ‘fbo 1 . Bacon Cb’. Shelton 

Eho. Smith Tho*. Bade 

Ex per Ro. Clarke V. C. P. Com. 
Since allowed by the Judges at the Afiizes at Bury. 

LAVENHAM. 


£■ 

s. 

D. 

0 : 
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8 

0 : 
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* . 

LAVENHAM. No alteration. Theprifon is out of repair: a 
prifoner lately efcaped, for which the keeper wjs fined, though 
the negled lay in the magiftrates. No^traw. No proper repara¬ 
tion of women prisoners: an old oiit-houfe and ftable of the 
keeper’s might be made convenient for them. 

17,79, April* 6 , Prifoners, j. Imprefled Men 15. 

Sept. 25, — 3. 

CLARE. The three prifoners had each a heavy chain, and the 
two tmpreffed men had chains and logs. Each prifoner pays a 
penny a da^ for ftraw. No juftices have vifited this prifon for 
fifteen years. 

1779, April 6, Prifoners 3 Women. Imprefled Men a. 

Sept. 25, — 1. 

MILDEN HALL. Two rooms ; the lower eleven feet by ten, 
and the upper twelve feet by eight. No fire-place: the prifon 
out of repair: couft not fecure: no fewer. Claufes of ad againft 
fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper’s falary, £10. No fees. 

1779, Sept. 24, No prifoners.* 

BURY St. EDMUND’S GAOL. 

Thev are now repairing the court-yard, and making it fecure by 

chevaux de frife. 

1779, April 5, Debtors 18. Felons &c, 5. 


. * The work-houfe, or lioufc of induftry for this parilh, fituated near the church, 
was the cleancft I ever f.nv. Here were upwards of forty perfons whofe countenances 
befpoke their fatisfaftlon and the attention paid to them. If all the parilhes had been 
as careful to promote cleanlinefs and induftry in their own work-houft$, there would 
have been no occafion for other houfes of induftry, moft of which I have vifited in 
this and the adjoining county. 

BURY 


SvFro;,,t. 
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APPENDIX. 

Suffolk. BURY BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

» 

1779, -April 5, Prifoners. 2. 

ff 

SUDBURY GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept. 25, No prifoners. 

MIDLAND. CIRCUIT. 

WARWICKSHIRE. 

Warwick- COUNTY GAOL AT WARWICK. 

SHIRE. 

The Juftices of this county have taken the gaol and bridewell 
under confideration, and propofe that debtors and felons, and alfo 
men and women, in both, fhall be entirely feparated. A chapel and 
infirmary alfo are defigned. May it not be hoped that Gentlemen fo 
confiderate will not continue the damp and offcnfive dungeon, which 
has only an aperture level with the court, of three feet two inches 
diameter. 

There were hung up in the debtor's hall fome rules again!! pro- 
fanenefs, rioting, and drunkennefs, with penalties annexed; but I 
was forry to find among them that “ Every debtor at his or her firft 
coming muft pay for garnifh 2 s. (d." 

1779,' March 26, Debtors 22. Felons &c. 28. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WARWICK. 

This prifon is to be enlarged and improved. See the Remarks 
above on the county gaol. The keeper’s falary is now £40. 

1779, March 26, Prifoners 12. 


COVENTRY 



Midland Circuit. WARWICKSHIRE. 


COVENTRY CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

• * 

1779, March 26, Debtors u. Felons See. 3. 

Nov. 25, — 5. — 4. Deferters 4. 

* • 

No alteration in the gaol, but a table of fees is now hung up. 
Many rooms .Slight be made for criminals in the adjoining old 
county-hall; in which cafe the damp unhealthy dungeons need not 
be ufed, and the foxes might be feparated. 

Coventry . A TABLE OF DEBTORS FEES, 

As fettled—by his Majedy’s Juftices of the Peace for the City of 
Coventry —at the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace held at 
the faid City—the 12 day of January 1778 according to—an a< 5 t 
of Parliament—the 32 George the II.—for the Relief of Debtors. 


Every prifoncr that lies on th„ keeper’s fide if he has a 
pays by the week — — 

bed to himfclf ^ 

< 

|°: 

s. D. 

2 : 6 

Thole pi il'oncrs on the keeper’s fide, and have a bed between two, ■ 
pays each by the week — —- J 

[ ° 

1 : 6 

If on the common fide each prifoner weekly — 

— 

0 : 

0 ; 6 

To the gaoler for difeharging every prifoncr committed 
his cuftody — — — 

or detained in "J 

_ < 
mt 

> 

► 0 : 

> 

'3 •’ 4 

To t’nc turnkey cn every fuch difeharge — 

— 

0 : 

2 : 0 

To the under-fherift' for every tii ' barge — 

— 

0 : 

4 : 0 

Pc - receiving and entering evny declaration 

— 

0 : 

1 : 0 

For a copy of each warrant aga’-nlt end prifoner 

— 

0 : 

I : 0 

For every certificate of Ur v.iic of a p. Toner being detained in prifon I 

1 

•5 • rt 

in order for being ui'Uiargcd — 

~ j 

U « 

3 0 


Sam 1 . J\il Maj or. John Minjter. 

John CUir h. T’jok L. Smith. 

20 March 1778. I have reviewed the above table of fees^ and do 
hereby eftablifh and confirm the fame 

W. H. ASHURST. 

T COVENTRY 


» 4 $ 

War win 

SHi K.£. 
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Warwick¬ 

shire. 


Leicester¬ 

shire. 


appendix. 

COVENTRY CITY BRIDEWELL. 

« • 

The old town-hall is noW made into a work-fhop, and two lodging- 
rooms for men; the women’have their feparate room, and a fmall court. 
Water is laid ih to both apartments. 

1779, March 2 6, Priioner 1. 

Nov. 25, — 1. 

BIRMINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Aug. 23, Debtors o. Offenders 8. 

LEICESTERSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at LEICESTER^ 

No alteration, but an infcription on a board fixed over the gate, 
« That no garnilh is allowed to be taken.” 

It was remarked in my former work, that “ the fituation of the 
“ gaol is fo confined, that it cannot be made c6nvenient or healthy.” 
But I might have hinted, that the Cajlle Hill is near the Shire-Hall, 
and is a fine fpot for air and water. 

1779, March 27, Debtors 23. Felons &c. 10. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

LEICESTER. The allowance now is two-penny worth of bread 
a day after a month's confinement. Intheprifon is painted on aboard: 

“ By Order of the Court at Eafter Seflions 1778, That there 
<c ihall be no Ale or Beer brought into this Prifon on a Sunday, 
“ nor after 7 o’Clock in the Evening on a Week day.” 

I beg 
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HI 

I beg leave to fugged, that if a wall were built with brick, Leicester- 
inftead of the clay wall, there would be no need for a chain and a 
log, to fecure the prifoners in the court. The apartments alfo 
would be more airy/ and men and women might be feparated, if 
the narrow court were enlarged from the orchard, which is now 
let by thc'keeper for ^6 per annum. 

1779, March 27, Prifoners, 4 Men and 4 Women. 

MELTON-MOWBRAY. No alteration. 1779, Sep. 21, Noprifoners. 

• • 

HINKLEY. No alteration. 1779, March 28, No prifoners. 


LEICESTER TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 
1779, March 27, Debtors 3. Felons &c. 2. 

No alteration; but a table of fees now hung up. 


Borough of Leicefter in the County of Leicejler. 


A Table of Fees. taken by the Keeper of his Majefty’s Gaol for 
the faid Borough. 


For lodging every prifoner per week — — 

For a room, of every perfon who finds his own bed per week — 
For the gaol fees for the difeharge of every prifoner — 

For the turnkey — — — 

A room called the debtors room if they find their own bed to pay 
For the copy of every warrant or commitment — 

For figning a certificate in order to obtain a fnperfedeas — 

At the delivery of every declaration — ~ 

Attending upon every prifoner to give bail, fpecial bail, habeas or 
any thing neceffary to go out of gaol for every mile travelling 


] 


£. S. D. 
o : 2:4' 
o : 1:0 
o : 13 ; 4 
o : 2:0 

o : 1:0 

o : r : o 
o : 1:0 

O : ItO 


T 2 


Michaelmas 
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L EIC E S T F : 
S fl I R L. 


Derby¬ 

shire. 


Michaelmas Seflions 1776. 

We whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed three of his Majefty’s 
Juftices of the Peace fpr the Borough of Leicejler aforefaid do 
hereby allow the aboveFees to be taken (the 13J. and 4d. above 
to the gaoler and the 2s. to the turnkey where the prifoner againft 
whom no bill of indictment fliall be found *by the gr^nd jury, and 
who, on his or her trial lhall be acquitted, or who fhall be dif- 
charged by proclamation for want of profecution, only excepted.) 

Will. Burleton, Recorder. Rob'. Peach. Jofb. Jobnfon. 

We the Judges of Afiize for the Borough of 'Leicejler aforefaid have 
reviewed and dp hereby confirm the above Table of Fees. Given 
under our hands this aad day of March 1777. 

G. NARES. S. S. SMYTHE. 

LEICESTER TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration : but the keeper’s falary augmented to /5 , 

1779, March 27, No prifoners. 

DERBYSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at DERBY. 

No alteration. The aft for preferving the health of prifoners 
hung up. 

1779, May 14, Debtors 12. Felons &c. 6 . Impreffed 5. Deferters 3. 

DERBY TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 14, Debtors o. Felons &c. o. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at CHESTERFIELD. 

No alteration. This prifon is quite out of repair. A court might 
be made in one of the keeper’s gardens. 

1779, May 14, Prifoner 1. Imprefled Men j. Deferter i. 

CHESTERFIELD GAOL. 

No alteration. . I found in this prifon a ftrong bedftead, which 
had been compafllonately left by a poor prifoner, that it might be 
fome relief to*his unhappy fucceffors. 

1779, May 14, Debtors none. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

COUNTY G’AOL at NOTTINGHAM. 

The felons court is more airy, the wall being now paliiaded; and 
there is an entire reparation of debtors and felons. There is a new 
room for the turnkey, and adjoining, a dark lodging-room for women. 

1779, Sept. 19, Debtors 12. Felons &c. 5. 

NOTTINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 

1779, Sept. 19, Debtors 2. Felons &c. none. 

No alteration, but a table of fees hung up. 

1'civn 


Der nr. 
1 HIRE. 


V. 


Notting¬ 
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Nottinc- 

H A M S H 1 R l , 


Town of Nottingham ; 

A Tabi^ 6f Fees to t be taken by the Gaoler or Keeper of his 
Majefty’s Gaol for the Town of Nottingham ; ofPrifoners con¬ 
fined for Debt therein, as fettled by us—Juftices of the Peace— 
« 

on Thurfday the Tenth Day of April, One Thoufand Seven 
Hundred and Seventy-feven—as follows: 


£. S. D. 

For the lodging and board of each prifoner, when he lodges and diets 7 

with the gaoler, per week, feven {Killings. — — jo > 7 • 0 

For each prifoner when fuch prifoner hath a room and a bed of the j 

gaoler and diets himfelf, by the week, two fhillings. — j° ' - • 0 

For each prifoner when he hath a room of the gaoler, and finds his j 
own bed and diets, by the week, fix pence. — — j 

For the difeharge of each prifoner, thirteen /hillings and four pence. o : 13 : 4 

For the turnkey for the fame, one (hilling and four pence. — o : 1:4 


The gaoler is to take notice, that if he takes more than the above 
.ims he is liable to forfeit to the party aggriev’d for each offence the 
am of fifty pounds, (exclufive of the penalties inflicted by former ads). 

And the faid Juftices do order and dired, that the clerk of the 
icace for this town and the county thereof, *do as foon as conveni- 
ntly may be, put up a copy of this table in fome confpicuous open 
dace within the gaol of the faid town, in order that the fame may 
>e infpeded as occafions may require, and be preferved within the 
aid gaol and reforted to by the faid prifoners at all reafonable times 
n the day-time without paying any thing for the fame, after the ori¬ 
ginal table (which is now ingrafted on parchment, and is intended to 
oe filed amongft the records of this court) has been reviewed and 
confirmed, or moderated by the Judge of Aflize at the next Afiizes' 
to be holden for this town, 

W. H. ASHURST. 

T'ko. Sands, Mayor. Rich. Butler , Aid. John Fellows , Aid. 

NOTTING- 
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NOTTINGHAM TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. Here is a mill for grinding horfjs-^eans. 

1779, Sept. 19, No prifoners. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SOUTHWELL. 
No alteration. A court for the women might be made out of the 
keeper’s garde#. 

1779, Sept. io, Prifoners 17. 

NEWARK TOWN GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779/ Sept.’20, Prifoners none. Deferters 2. 

BASFORD PRISON. 

No alteration.' 

1779, Sept. 20, Prifoners 2. 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, LINCOLN CASTLE. 

No alteration. The aft forpreferving the health of prifoners not hungup. 
1779, May 6, Debtors n. Felons 14. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

GAINSBOROUGH. No alteration. 1779, May 6, Prif. 5. Lunat. 3. 

FOKINGHAM. No alteration. Prifon out of repair. A lunatic 
has been confined here fome years. 

1779, May 5, Prifoners a. 

SPALDING. No alteration, but a pump in the court, which not 
being fecure, the prifoners have no accefs to it. The furgeon’s 

LI ary 
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c 

falary is £ 1 2.—A diftrafted woman has been confined about three 
years. In the laft nine years the keeper had 387 prifoners. 

1779, 'March 29, Prifoners 13. 

Qftob. 11, — 2. 

STAMFORD TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration, but theprifon finilhed at the town hall. 

1779, Sept, ai, Prironers none. 

■ 1 

BOSTON TOWN GAOL. 

This is alfo the bridewell. Two damp offenfive rooms about 
fourteen feet fquare, and over them two rooms for women, and two 
rooms adjoining for debtors. No court: no wa&ff. ■ <;lau(es of 
aft againft fpirituous liquors not hungup. Salary, as gaoler £ 10. 
as keeper £5. Fees, as. 6 d. 

1779, Oft. 11, Debtors none. Felons &c. 2. 

LINCOLN CITY and COUNTY. GAOL. 

No alteration. The aft for preferving the health of prifoners 
not hung up. 

1779, May 6, Debtor 1. Felons none. 


R U T L A 
COUNTY GAOL at 


N D -1 R 

''Mr- ' 


E. 

O A-K-H A M. 

The whole prifon is thatched. There were no'rooms proper for the 
reparation of memand women, or of bridewell prifoners from felons, but 
lately a room is made in the barn for thatpurpofe. The aft for preferv¬ 
ing the health of prifoners not hung up. The furgeon now Mr. Berry. 

1779, March 28, Debtors 5. Felons &c. 5. Deferters 3. 

Sept. Vi, — 3. 1. 


1. 


COUNTY 



Midland Circuit. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
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COUNTY GAOL at NORTHAMPTON. 

• • 

1779, March 25, Debtors 14.* Felons &c. 9. 

Nov. 24, — 15. — 15. 

The gaol clean, and the gaoler attentive and humane to his pri- 
loners; debtor^ felons, and petty .offenders at work, fpinning, making 
pegs for fhoemakers, &c.. Gaoler’s falary £30. 

Two pence a day is allowed for meat, to each of the felons. The 
chapel is in a more convenient fituation than formerly. The table 
of fees is now figned and. hung up. That which the gaoler flicwed me 
on my former vifils was neither dated, figned, nor hung up; which 
occafioned my faying in my former work, “ No table of fees.” 

North amp onJhire , to wit. 

At the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace—holden at North¬ 
ampton, in and for the faid County on Thurfday—the Sixteenth 
Day of January, in the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Third—before the Reverend John 
Hill , Doftor of Laws; Ambrofe IJled , Efq. Brook Bridges , and 
Charles Addington, Clerks; Juflicesofour faid Lord the King, &c. 

It is ordered, by this Court, that the following Rates and 
Fees be taken by the Keeper of his Majefty’s Gaol for the laid 
County; and no other. 

C . 5 . D. 

For the lodging of every prifoner for debt, in his houfe, per week o : 2:0 

For the difeharge of every fuch prifoncr out of cultody for debt — o : 13 : 4 

Ditto to the turnkey — — — 0:2:0 

For the copy of every warrant — — 0:1:0 

For figriing a certificate, in order to obtain a fuperfedeas — o : 2:0 

For regiftering a declaration , — — 0:1:0 

For attending with every prifoncr in order to give bail, or be otherwife a 
difeharged for debt, within the town of Northampton — J 

u. And 


North a . 
rowiiiu;:, 
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Northamp¬ 

tonshire. 


K P P'kE N D I X. 

And it is further ordered, that the above Table of Fees be laid 
before the Judges, at the next jfiizes to be holden for the laid county, 
for their revifal and cofdfriralion; and, if the fame lhall be fo con¬ 
firmed, that a copy. th^ffif < be, hung up in fome confpicuous part of 
the prifon, add another the grand-jury gallery. . 

By the Court, • 

. , Morgan^ Clerk of the Peace. 

We, the Judges bf Affize for the county of Northampton , have re¬ 
viewed, and do hereby confirm, the above-written Table of Fees. 
Given under our hands, at the Afiizes 'holden at Northampton , 
the fourth day .of March, 1777. 

'S. S. SMYTHS. C. HARES. 

- . ' • •:>:> ' 

• “ V. ‘"V*, 

C O UN T Y B R IDEWELLS. 

KETTERING. This prifon is in the back-court of the keeper’s 
public houfe. A room for men eighteen feet and a half by fif¬ 
teen and a half. I?own three* fteps a lodging-room eight feet by 
five and a half, with .^ aperture in the 3 oor fifteen inches by 
eleven. Court nineteen feet and a half fquare. For women, 
a feparate court, and a room about the fame fize as the men’s 
day-room: clay floors: windows dole glazed. No water: no 
fewer. Claufes of ad againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. 
Keepers falary, ^ia. Fees, s a j. Receives rent of the county 

£15 : to : o. 

1779, Od. la, Prifoners 2. 

■ ' * 

OUNDLE. Several rooms in a ruinous houfe rented by the 

county. Keeper’s falary, £12, Fees,, 3 j. 6i. Notable. 

J 779 > ^pt. 2a, 1 prifoners. 

Od. 12,5 NORTH- 



Midland Circuit. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
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NORTHAMPTON TOWN GAOL. 

f* 

Two rooms for felons, and one for debtors. The Gentlemen of the 

h t 

Corporation have made a court for the debtors and felons, with fewers, 
&c. Felons allowance* two pence a day. The gaoler is a bailiff 
and flieriff's officer: has no falary: pays rent £3. Fees, 13/. 4 d. 
No table. 

1779, March 25, Debtor 1. Felons &c. none. 

JsTov. # 24, — j. Deferter 1. 

PETERBOROUGH GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept, a 1, Debtor 1. 

PETERBOROUGH BRIDEWELL. 

* No alteration., 

1779, Sept, ai, Prifoner 1. 

BRACKLEY GAOL, 

A room called the Dungeon , four feet fquare, under the ftair-cafe 
of the town-hall. An oval aperture in the door eight inches by fix. 
The conftable is gaoler. No court: no water. 

1779, 0 &, 13, Noprifoners. 

U a 


North < m p- 

TONShlRE. 


OXFORD 
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Bikkshirs. 


• A- P P E N D I X. 

♦ 

: 

O X F O K xf CIRCUIT. 

* * 4i •'''>*■ ■ 

COUNTY GA6L at READING. 

No alteration. The common-fide debtors pay one fhilling and 
fix pence, and the mafter-fide two fhillings and fix pence a week for 
lodging. No table of fees. The chapel is much too fnull. The 

ad for preferring the health of prifoners is painted on a board in the 

• * 

debtors court. 

1779, April ai, Debtors 9. Felons &c. 9. Impreffed Men 19. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

READING. No altera|ion. The prifon is dirty and out of repair. 
The county pays rent b the corporation. Men and women toge¬ 
ther in the day-time* 1 Only one prifoner fpinning. The wheels 
and hemp-blocks are th^keeper’s property.* Allowance to petty 
offenders, two five-farthing loaves each, every Sunday, and one 
every week-day. Claufes of the a ft againft fpirittious liquors 
hung up: and there were .painted on a board, fome Orders proper 
to be obferved in the bridewell, approved by J. P. Andrews 
and Peri, Collins , Juftices, at the Quarter Seffions, April 28, 1778. 

1779, April 11,Prifoners 7. 

\ . 

READING TOWN GAOL. 

v 

No alteration,,;^ 

1779, April 2i, Noprifoners. 


• ABINGDON 



Oxford Circuit. 
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Berkshire. 


BERfSH I*R E. 

$1: 

. s ABINGDON BRIDEWELL. 

^alteration, but fomewhat cleaner, as lately white-wafhed. 

I • 

1779, April 22, Prifoners 3. 

; ABINGDON TOWN GAOL. 

Several rooms over a gateway. 1 The firft: floor is for debtors. 
The rooms fcvy felons &c. are above. No court: no water. Al¬ 
lowance to felons, three pence a day. Keeper, one of the fergeants 
at m^;e no falary. Fees, Debtors $s. +d. Felons 6 s. 8 d. No 
table i licence for beer. 

1779*» April 22, Debtor 1. Felons &c. o. 

• 

WINDSOR CASTLE PRISON. 

No alteration. The preamble in the table of fees (for the Honour and 
Caftle of Windfor) recites, “ that complaint having been made to me 
“ of fome abufes and irregularities committed in demanding and re¬ 
ceiving fees,-the table being defaced, fo that the words and 

« figures arc hardly legible,”—This table was made, the firft year of 
George II. May 10th, 1728. fubferibed, Carlifle. There feems the 
fame ground of complaint with refpeft to. the prefent table being de¬ 
faced. As the fees are lower here than in moft other prifons, the 
table fhould be preferved to prevent impofitions. 

1779, March 10, Prifoner 1. 

WINDSOR TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

. 1779, March. 10, Prifoner 1. 

WALLINGFORD TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

j 779, 'April 22, Prifoner 1. 

Oft, 20, — o. 


COUNTY 
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OxroiiD- 

SH1KE. 


* A *P P E N D I X. 

O X F O R D S H I R E. 

f * 

• ■' '•? 

COUNTY G 4 |)L, OXFORD CASTLE. 

* CiiAPLAiN noW Rev. IV^r. 'Cotton. 

It is very probable, that the rooms in this*caftle arejthe fame that 

the prifoners occupied,, at the time of the Black AJfize. The wards 

are clofe and offenfiye, fo that if crowded, I fliould not greatly won- 

y . . ;l v>i 

der to hear of another fatal ajjize at Oxford . 

* 779 > Feb. 2 5 > Debtors 12. Felons &c. 15. 

July 29, — 13,, — 4. 

COUNTY- BRIDEWELLS. 

* 

THAME. No alteration in the houfe, but in February the prifoners 
were carding and (pinning. Claufes of aft againft fpirituous li¬ 
quors not hung up. v .From midfummer 1778 to midfummer 
1779, twenty-fix perfonl; were committed to this prifori. 

1779, Feb. 25, Prifoners 4. 

Oft. 20, — O. - p . 

WITNEY. No alteration in the houfe. The prifoners were at 
work : the keeper now is a manufacturer, and employs them all. 
He pays them for their work, two pence a pound for the chain, 
and three halfpence for the fhoot, fo that each earns about three 
pence a day. 

1779, February 26, Prifoners 7. 


COUNTY 



Oxford Circuit. WORCESTER S»FI I R E. 

COUNTY GAOL, WORCESTER CASTLE. 

• • 

. • 

The caftle-yard is raifed and gravelled.^' A workman for a guinea 
a year keeps the hand-ventilator always in repair. t A larger and 
fnore convenient room is now fitted up for a chapel. I found this 
prifon very dean, efpeciallythe dehtors apartments. The aft for 
preferving the health of prifoners is written on paper, and hung up, 

1779, May 1 3 , Debtors 19. Felons &c. 8. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WORCESTER. 

Here I found a new keeper: the prifon very clean: and a window 
in the men’s night-room up flairs. The prifoners were employed, 
beating hemp. 

1779, May 18, Prifoners 6. 

WORCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL, 

No‘alteration: the keeper does not now pay the window-tax. In 
refpeft to cleanlinefs, this is a contrail to the two prifons immediately 
preceding. 

1779, May 18, Debtors 6 . Felons &c. 4, ImprefledMen 3. Deferters 2. 

KIDDERMINSTER TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms called dungeons about ten feet by eight, down fix fleps, 
under the mavket-houfe. No court: no water: no fewer: Debtors 
. from the Court of Requefts are cleared in forty days. The cryer is 
keeper, has a Hulling a month for attendance, and a {lulling for ft raw. 

1779, Augufl 30, No prifoners. 
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Shrop¬ 

shire. 


13 


7 : 8 


£. S. D, 

To the gaoler for entering in his books every charge upon fuch debtor o'.: 1 : 0 
For the copy oPeviry flieriff's warrant (if demanded) ' —0:1:0 

But the debtors to have recourfe to fee the book of commitment 
(if demanded) gratis. 

To the gaoler for every debtor if detained upon two or more adions,^ 1 
fifteen (hillings, including the five (hillings upon commitment ? 0 : 15 ; 0 
and no moie — — -1. , — J 

For receiving and entering every declaration againft debtors in cuftody o : t : o 
For every certificate in order for a fuperfedeas, or in order to fue out 1 

a rule of court — — — — j ° ’ 2 ’ 

Fees for the Gaoler for Felons or other Crimes. 

b » 

To the gaoler for the difeharge of every prifoner found guilty of 1 
felony — • — If at Affizes — J 0 

To the gaoler for the difeharge of every prifoner found guilty of 1 
felony — — If at Sefiiona — 1 0 

To the gaoler for the difeharge of every prifoner committed for a •> 
certain time, or fined and committed until paid, or bailed out of (0 
gaol, or fuperfeded by a juftice or juftices of the peace — J 
But if continued in gaol three months or upwards — 0:9:0 

For the copy of every commitment (if defired) — 0 : 1 • o 

For every certificate of commitment, ?n order to fue out a habeas corpus o : 2:6 

The following Articles to be allowed by the County. 

To the gaoler for the difeharge of every perfon charged with felony,* 
or other crime, or as an accefihry thereto, againft whom no bill 
of indiftment (hall be found by the grand jury, or who on his or }*o • 1 3 : 4 
her trial (hall be acquitted, or who (hall be difeharged by pro* 
clamation for want of profecution—If at Affizes — 

If |t Seffions — 0:9:0 

e 

Cbah Baldwin, JV. T. Davenport, W m , Smith , Juftices 

Auguft 13th 1778. Allowed and confirmed the above Table of Fees, 

by us \ 

j. skynner, 0. nares, Judges of Affize. 

COUNTY 



Oxford Circuit. .SHROPSHIRE, &c. 

■ ■ 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SHREWSBURY. 

• • 

Here is a new work-room. Half a Cwt. of coals is allowed 

weekly from Michaekms to the Lent affize. 

** •• 

1775, May 15, Prifoners 6. 

Aug. 24, — 8. 

SHREWSBURY TOWN GAOL aud BRIDEWELL, 
At the Cajile-gate, confiils of fundry rooms over the gateway. 

• 1 

AJlowance to criminals, three halfpence a day. Fees, Debtors $s. 6 d. 
Criminals $s. 6 d. notable. Gaoler’s falary, £5. 

1779, May 15, No prifoners. 

Aug. 24, Debtor 1. 

LUDLOW TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 16, Prifoners none. Deferter 1. 

July 27, — 2. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 

•’ > v 

COUNTY GAOL at HEREFORD. 

No alteration, but the chfpel boarded, and now dry. Here I 
found feveral convi&s, two of whom had been ordered to the Thames 
at fummer affize, 1777* \ 

1779, May 17, Debtor*, 19, Felons &c. 9. Impreffed Men 6. 

X 2 COUNTY 


t6j 


Shrop¬ 

shire. 


Hereford¬ 

shire. 
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Herei-ord- 

EHlRt, 


Mon- 

MOUlH- 
SH1KE, 


' A 'P P E N D I ,X. 

» * 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at HEREFORD. 

• «< » 

1779, May 17. The prifoners were in the county gaol, and they 
were repairing this prifon, for the crofs-wall .had fallen in. But the 
fpot on which it is built is fo confined, that it cannot be convenient. 
Only two rooms are defigned % work and lodging f<»r both fexes; 
and as there is no court, the fevers muft make thefe rooms very un¬ 
healthy. It might .have beer\ better if the Gentlemen had thought of 
building the bridewell in one of the two very fpacious gardens ad¬ 
joining to the county gaol, and occupied by the gaoler j then, if 
they had no chapel, the prifoners (as thofe in Sbrewjbury bridewell) 
might have the privilege of public worlhip in the county gaol. 

HEREFORD CITY GAOL. 

4 

No alteration. 

1779, May 17, Debtors 4. Felons See. none. 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. , 


COUNTY GAOL at MONMOUTH. 


No alteration. Ten of the twelve felons &c. were convifts, four 
of them at the fummer affize in 1775. 

1779/ June a, Debiorl % Felons &c. 12. 


COUNTY BRIDEWELL at USK. 

' 

The rooms that are now building will be|ome (mall improvement 
of this prifon. The prifoners have fome allowance. The fpinning- 


wheels. 



Oxford Circuit. M O N M O V T H S HIRE, See. 

wheels, &c. are not provided by the . county. The keeper has all 
the profit of the work. 

1779, J une 8, Priloners 7. 

O N M O tJ T H T O W N GAOL. 

A room on the firlb floor for debtors, and another over it for 
felons. No court: no water. Allowance to felons, two pence a day. 
Gaoler’s falary, ^4. 

1779, June 2, No priloners. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, GLOUCESTER CASTLE. 

No alteration. Eight priloners died about Chrillmas 1778, of 
the fmall pox. No proper reparation of the fexes, or of the bride¬ 
well prifoners from the reft. From the magiftrates inattention to this 
important point, there is the moft licentious intercourfe j and all the 
endeavours of the chaplain to promote reformation, muft neccfiarily 
be defeated, where the moft abandoned are daily encouraging the 
others in vice. Five or fix children have lately been born in this gaol. 

Eleven of the twenty-four felons were fines without any allowance. 
Claufes of aft againft fpirituous liquors, and the aft for preferving* 
the health'of prifoners not hung up. 

1779, June 1, Debtors 16. Felons &c. 24. 

COUNTY B R I D E W E L L S. 

LA^FORD’s GATE, BRISTOL. 

$To alteration. 

1779, Feb. 8, Prifoners 4. 

Sept.. 1, — 5. 


16" 

Mon- 

MOUTH- 

S1I1RE. 


Glouces¬ 

tershire. 
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i66 


Gl.0UCE5- 

tershire. 


Hampshire. 
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'll- 

BERKLEY. No alteration.' The keeper pays out of his falary 
of ^20/^S a year to.the poor of the parifh for ground-rent. 

1779, June 9, No prifoners, 

1 , * 

CIRENCESTER. No alteration. 1779, June 9, Prifoners 6 . 

WINCHCOMB. No alteration. The prifon .quite ruinous. 

The old keeper is deadband his nephew (who is now keeper) 

faid, that “ he ihouid be obliged to put irons on all the prifoners 

to fecure them.” .. ' 

*779* May 19, Prifoners npne. 

J _ t * ' , 

St, BRI AVELL’s GAOL for. debtors. 

. No alteration. 

1779, June 2, No prifoners. 

GLOUCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 
No alteration, but white-walhed once a year. The city bridewell 
at the Eaft-gate is now taken down. 

1779, June Debtor 1. Felon &c. 1. 


WESTERN CIRCUIT. 


H A M P SHIRE. 


COUNTY GAOL V& WINCHESTER. 


The beds are all on cribbedR^ds. The gaol Was clean. The 
aft for preferving the health of prifofl^s was painted on a board, and- 
hung in the court, by order of the jufti^s. 

The chapel is very low and inconveflpit. 

1779, March i, Debtors 12. Felons &c. 26. 

THE 



1 6 7 


Western Circuit. . H A M P S H I R* E. 

I 

THE CHEYNEY COURT. 

No alteration. 

1 779 * March i, No prisoners. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

WINCHESTER. No alteration. There is only one day-room 
for men and women. There were four young women among the 
prifoners. 

, 1779; March i, Prifoners n. 

GOSPORT. No alteration. 1779, March 6, Prifoners 9. 

ODIAM. No alteration. 1779, March 10, Prifoners 5. 

NEWPORT in the IJle of Wight. The bridewell for twenty-eight 
parilhcs, and the town gaol, are now both in the old work-houfc, 
four rooms being appropriated to that purpofe. There are two 
keepers, one for the county bridewell, whole falary is £19:5 : o. 
the other for the gaol, whofe falary is £3 .—The poor are removed 
to a houfe of induftry (which I vificed) j it was lately erefted for 
the twenty-nine parilhes, or whole ifland. 

1779, March 5, No prifoners. 

S O U T H A M P T O N. 

THE BAR GATE. Sheriff’s Ward. Some alteration in the 
two rooms: but the fewer was offenfive. 

1779, March 3, Debtors 3. 

THE GAOL, No alteration. 1779, March 3, 1 Prifoner. 

S 

BRIDEWELL. No alteration. 1779, March 3, 1 Prifoner. 

PORTSMOUTH 


Hampshire. 



1?0 


Devon- 

SJi l RE. 


Cornwall. 


A* P P E N D I X. 

C 

SHERIFF’S WARD, EXETER. 

No alterajiop. One debtor, on attachment from the Court of 
Chancery, has continued Rere from May 1758, who would not take 
the benefit of the infolvent ads. 

1779, Jan. 31, Debtors 36. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL It EXETER. 

Hers are fome improvements for the feparation of men and 
women ; but all were unemployed, and their countenances befpoke 
mifery and negled. The furgeon and two or three prifoners have 
died of the gaol fever fince my vifit in 1775. 

1779, Feb. 5, Prifoners 27. 

EXETER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

No alteration. Ope woman fick, having been confined three years 
in the clofe ward on the felons fide. 

1779, Jan. 31, Debtors 2. Felons &c. 2. 

PLYMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Feb. 3, Debtor 1. Felons none. 

CORNWALL. 

COUNTY GAOL at LAUNCESTON. 

Here is a new gaol for men felons, confiding of four cells, a day- 
room., and a court. Over the rooms are the gaoler’s apartments. 
Adjoining is the old gaol, which is to Be repaired for women felons, 
as £500, of the king’s bounty of £2500, is appropriated to that 
purpofe. 

1779, Feb. 4» Felons 4. 


COUNTY 



Western Circuit. . CORNWALL, *&c. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BODMIN. 

No alteration. 

1779, Feb. 4, Prifoners 13. 

SHERIFF’S 1 WARD at BODMIN. 

This prifon will foon be difcontinued. 1779, Feb. 4, Debtors 13. 

A very convenient and fpacious county gaol and houfe of correc¬ 
tion, with feparate and folitary rooms of confinement for each pri- 
foner, has lately been ereded. It is built on an eminence, where 
is a conftant current of water. There is a good houfe for the keeper, 
a chapel, infirmary, &c. By this Ipirited exertion, the Gentlemen of 
this County have ereded a monument of their humanity, and attention 
to the health and morals of prifoners.* 

SOMERSETSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at IYELC HESTER. 

No alteration. ’Thomas Hayes, who was committed by order of the 
Ecclefiaftical Court, was releafed by a claufe inferted in the infolvent ad. 
The ad for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. 

1779, Feb. 7, Debtors 33. Felons 8rc. 15. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

TAUNTON. No alteration. All the prifoners were in irons. 

1779, Sept. 2, Prifoners 10. 

' I beg leave here to pay my acknowledgment* to John Call, Efq. a worthy 
magiftrate of this county, who has taken unwearied pains in this bufmefs, for his 
prefent of a very elegant drawing and plan of this prifon. 

Y 2 
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SHEPTON-MALLET.. No alteration, but white-wafhed- twice 
a year# • 

1779, 'Feb. 7, Prifoners 19,. 

BRISTOL CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

No alteration. The gaoler ftill attentive with refped to cleanlinefs. 
1779, Feb. 8, Debtors 44. Felons &c H ai. 

Sept, 1, — 47 * — 9- 

BRISTOL CITY BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. The prifon dirty: ftill no employment. 

' • <* 

. 1-779, Feb. 8, Prifoners 8. 

BATH CITY GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Feb. 10, Debtors 10. Offenders 2. 

BRTDGEWATER TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, Sept. 2, No prifoners. 

* r 

NORTHERN CIRCUIT. 

Y O R K. S H I R E. 

COUNTY GrAiOL, YORK CASTLE. 

No alteration: butas the gyatid jury prefented the gaol, and 
determined, that a feparatiom offelons, and alfo rooms for the fick 
were neceflary; the ground was marked out for an additional build¬ 
ing, oppofite to the new fhire-hall. 

1779, May 7, Debtors;, 7& Felons &c. 14. 

June 28, — 73. — 16. 

COUNTY 



Northern Circuit. . Y 0 R K S H* I *R E. 


U3 


COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 
WEST-RIDING, WAKEFIELD. 

I 

No iteration, but the infirmary finiihed, confining of two good 
rooms arched with brick, twenty-one feet and a half by feventeen. 
1779, May 13, Priloners 20. Impreffed Men 4. 

NORT H-R IDING, TH 1 RSK, 

No alteration. 

» » 

1779, June 28, Prifoners 2, and 1 Lunatic. 

EAST-RIDING, BEVERLY. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 7, Prifoner 1. 

BEVERLY TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 7, Debtors 2. Criminals none. 

UAL L-G A R T H, for debtors. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 7, Prifoner 1. 

YORK CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

Water is now laid into this prifon. There is a new room for 
prifoners committed on fufpicion of felony, thirty-one feet by fourteen, 
with oppofue and lofty windows, and a chimney. 

The aft for preferving the health of prifoners, painted on a board, 
is hung up in the debtors hall. Gaoler’s falary now £10. 

1779, May 7, Debtors 12. Felons 2. 


Yorkshire. 


Y O R K 



*74 


*A *P P E N D I ,X. 

t 

Vo rk.5,1 1 re. YORK CITY BRIDEWELL. . • 

No alteration.* Some prifoners were employed in making cement 
for the bricklayers. 

1779, May 8, Prifoners^. 

June 28, — 8. 

I 

St. PETER’S GAOL. 

No alteration, only lately white-walhed. 

1779, May 8, Debtors 2. Felon &c. 1. 

June 28, — 5. — 1. 

• • 

RICHMOND GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 8, Debtors 6. Petty Offender 1. 

RIPPON LIBERTY GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 8, Debtors 3. 
RIPPON GAOL. 

9 

No alteration. 

1779, May 8, Debtor 1. Petty Offender 1. 

KNARESBOROUGH PRISON, 

For Debtors in the Honour or Foreft of Knarefiorougb. 

The largeft room is now boarded, has a chimney, and the window 
glazed. 

1779, May 8, No prifoners. 

KNARESBOROUGH PRISON, for Town Debtors. 

No. alteration. 

1779, May 8, No prifoners. 


KNARES- 
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KNARESBOROUGH TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 8, No prifoners. 

DONCASTER TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1 779>* J une 2 7> No prifoners. 

BRADFORD PRISON, 

For Debtors from the Court of Requefts, for Halifax , Bradford , &c. &c. 

A new prifon, confiding of four rooms, and a work-room. Court 
not fecure : no water. Deputy keeper pays rent £2 : 5:0a year 
for his houfe to the gaoler; who pays rent to the clerk of the court, 
by whom he is appointed. Prifoners are difcharged at the end of 
three calendar months. Fees, 5 s. See the Aft* 

1779, May 13, Prifoners 12. 

LEEDS TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 13, No prifoners. 

KINGSTON upon HULL TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

No alteration, but the aft for preferving the health of prifoners . 
painted on a board is hung up. 

1779, Majj7, Debtors 8. Felon 1. 

KINGSTON upon HULL BRIDEWELL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 7, Prifoners 11. Lunatics 2; one of them is the raving 
lunatic whom -I found at all my former vifits. 


175 

Yorkshire# 


17th Geo • III# Cap* XV. 


SHEFFIELD 
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You kshire. 


Durham. 


SHEFFIELD PRISON, for debtors.. 

No alteration. 

1779, 'May 14, Prifoners 8. 

SHEFFIELD TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May 14, No pri/oners. 

BATLEY PRISON, for debtors. 

No alteration, but a new table of fees dated 26th of July 1776, 
fimilar to the former. 

1779, May 13, Pjifoners 18. 

HALIFAX PRISON, for debtors. 

: No alteration. 

1779, May 13, Prifoners 5. 

D U R H A M. 

/ -4 

COUNTY GAOL at DURHAM. 

No alteration. Five bo^s between thirteen *nd fifteen years of age 
were confined with the mofi. profligate and abandoned.—The bifliop 
has humanely filed bills in Chancery for the. recovery of the legacies 
of bilhop Crewe and bifhop Wood. 

1779, June 29, Debtors 14. Felons &c. 22. Deferter 1. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL^t DURHAM. 

The houfe was clean; the prifoners were at work, and their 
looks befppke the attention of a good keeper, who now rcfides in the 
prifon. His falary, £30 a year, and?,ten guineas from the rents of 
the adjoining houfes. 

1779, June 29, Prifoners 9, and 3 Lunatics. 

NEWCASTLE 
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NEWCASTLE TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. Nwcru 

I • 

The gaoler has licence for beer and wine. The aft for preferving 
the health of prifoners painted on a board is hung up both on the 
debtors,aftd felons fide.—A palifaded wall is erefted at’a little diftance 
from the felons window, to prevent files, &c. being conveyed t< 
them. 

1779, June 30/ Debtors 13. Felons &c. 4. 

A BRIDEWELL at NEWCASTLE. 

A new- buildiftg is *now added, confiding of fix rooms: three 0 
them on the ground floor, feventeen feet by twelve, and arched wit! 

brick. The walls of the court not being fecure, no accefs to it fo; 

* 

prifoners. Allowance, two pence a day and firing. Keeper, a fergean 
at mace: has no falary but the profit of the prifoners work.—Th< 
water is lately brought near the prifon. Where prifoners are alway: 
locked up, there fliould be water and a fink in each apartment, as 1 
have feen in foreign houfes of correftion. 

1779, June 30, Prifoners 7. 

A small GAOL at NEWCASTLE, The Tower of the Clofe. 

No alteration. 

1779, June 30, Prifoner 1. 

to 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

COUNTY GAOL AT MORPETH. Northum¬ 

berland. 

No alteration j but the aft for preferving the health of prifoners, 
painted on a board, was hung up in the debtors hall or chapel. 

1779, July 1, Debtors 10. Felons &c. 6. 

Z COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDE._L at MORPETH. 

No -alteration. , 

1779, July 1, Prifoners 3. 

BERWICK upon TWEED. 

No alteration. 

1779, July i, Debtors 2. Felons &c. none. Imprefled Men 8. 

C U M B E R L A* N *D. 

COUNTY GAOL at CARLISLE. 

' Here are.fome improvements. The felons have now a feparate 
court. Two rooms over the felons wards, which have been ufed as 
tap-rooms, feem to be intended for the women’s ward : but I found 
that three men and four women lodged in one of thefe rooms. The aft 
for preferving the health of prifoners not hung pp. 

1779, May 10, Debtors 32. Felons &c. 21. French prifoners 12. 

CARLISLE CITY GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1.779, May 10, Debtors 2 Men, 1 Woman. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at COCKERJVIOUTH. 

No alteration. The infecurity of this bridewell is the reafon 
(I fuppofe) that many for fmall offences are fent to the county gaol. 

1779, , May io, No prifoners. 

* 


COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at APPLEBY. 

* • 

No alteration. The aft for preferving the health of prifoners not 
hung up. 

1779, May 9, Debtors 8. Felons 1. 

I 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

APPLEBY. No alteration. 1779, May 9, No prifoners. 

KENDAL. No alteration. 1779} Mayu> No prifoners. 

• « 

KENDAL TOWN GAOL. 

No alteration. 

1779, May ii, No prifoners. 

L ANCASHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, LANCASTER CASTLE. 

, • 

I had the pleafure to find fix cells made in the old ftable , ten feet 

/ 

two inches by fix feet eight inches, each having an aperture about 
two feet by one and a half: and two good rooms fitted up for an. 
infirmary in one of the towers. The debtors'rooms were white- 
‘ walhed, and cafements put in. theif windows: the yard lowered and 
paved, which being on a defeent, may eafily be kept clean. The 
aft for preferving the health of prifoners, and the claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors hung up very confpicuoufly. The furgeon’s I alary 
is j£io : 10 : o. 

1779, May 11, Debtors 72. Felons &c. 11. Imprcfled Men 17. 

Z 2 
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Cheshire. 


APPENDIX. 
CHESTER CIRCUIT. 

< C 

r 

C H E S HI R E. 

COUNTY GAOL, CHESTER CASTLE. 

. ' ' C' 

The county has built two good rooms for the gaoler, 1 and fitted up 
one room for a chapel. Chaplain now Rev. Mr. Willan. Salary, /30. 
Surgeon, Mr, Willtamjm. Salary, none: he makes a bill. 

1779, Aug. 27, Debtors 19. Felons &c. 4. 

■rt *' 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MIDDLEWICH. 

A chaplain is appointed, the Rev. Mr. Leigh. Salary, £10. 
Duty, three times a Week. —The prifoners were all without em¬ 
ployment. 

1779, Aug, 28, Prifoners 5. 

CHESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

I found the men felons night-room (very injadicioufly, not to fay 
cruelly) funk feveral feet,* To prevent the prifoners from being 
fuffocated, for want of air, two leaden pipes of about an inch diame¬ 
ter, are kid ia from the gateway. 

' 1779, Aug. T] x Debtors 7. Felons &c. 5. 

CHESTER Cl TY BR 1 D E*jW E -L L. 

. No alteration. 

1779, Aug. 27, Prifoner 1. 

* There feems to have been'the fame negleft hefe of a claufe in a late aft, that 
is noted in p. 139; which coqli fcarcefy have h*ppeijetl>J|Rd the aft been hung up 

as therein direfted. 

NANTWICH 



Chester Circuit. 


C H E S H I* R *E. 


*83 

Chi'shiri: 


.NANTWICH PRISON, for debtors. 

This prifon for the Manor or Barony of Wich-AUlbtmk, otherwife 
Nantwich, is the property of the Earl of Cholmondeley. It confifts of 
two or three rooms in'the keeper’s public houfe. 

' 1779, Aug. 28, Prifoners a. 

As the table of fees is of a late date, and fo comprehenfive, I here 
give the copy. 

A Table of Fees, to be taken by Sheriffs, Under-flieriffs, Bailiffs, 
or other Officers within the County of Chefter , made, fettled and 
allowed, at the General Quarter Scflions—held at the Caftle of 
Chefter, in and for the faid County, the Fifteenth Day of April, 
17 77, and in the 17th— George III. before Sir ‘Thomas Broughton, 
Baronet, George Heron, John Townjhend, ■ Charles Mainwaring, 
Samuel Barrow, Samuel Finney, and Henry Qffley Wright, E/quires ; 
"annul Aldcrjey, Robert Hill, and John Baldwin, Clerks, Juft ices — 


in puriuance of an A<fl‘ made in the 

3 2d year 

of George II. 


To tlft Bailiff for every 

Atreft, as 

under. 

L 

S. D. 

For an arrefl on an attachment for contempt 

— 

-m 0 

10 : 0 

For a debt of 10/. and under 20/. 

— 

— 0 : 

10 : 0 

For a debt of 20/. and under 30/. 

— 

— 0 : 

15 : 0 

For a debt of 30/. and under 50/. 

— 

— 1 

l ; 0 

For a debt of 50/. and under So/. 

— 

— 1 

: 5:0 

For a debt of So/, and under 100/. 

— 

— 1 

: 11 ; G 

For a debt of 100/. and under 200/. 

— 

— 2 

3 : O 

For a uebt of 200/. and under 300/. 

— 

— 2 

12 : 6 

F'or a debt of 500/. and under loqot. 

— 

— 3 

3 •' 0 

For a debt of 1000/. and upwards 

— 

— i 

3 •• '3 

Travelling charges to make fuch arreft, in cafe the arrcll be made } 
(except on an attachment for contempt) each mile — j J 

0 : 6 


For 
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For Attendance on Arrefl to be taken at fellows (except on an Attachment for Contempt.) ’ 

•' > _ • * 

Where the debt does not exceed tool, for each day 2t, and each night it. 

Where the debt does exceed ioo/.*and is not 200 1 . for each day j s, and each night 3 /. 

Where the debt does exceed aoo/. for each day 4;. and each night 4/. 

Nothing to be takea for attendant»%olefs the defendant does not offer {rood bail in 

fix hours, bt is not difeharged in that time. 1 

; p -■ . , £. s. D. 

For executing every writ of Ca : fa; Fi; j fa} Levari facias, and w#*t i 

ofpoffeflion, or other execution,' beftdes fheri|Ps poundage ) 1 1,0 

Traveling charges as in cafe of arreft. 

For conducing every prifonei to gaol, or fo far as fuch prifoner fhall) 

be conduced, in his way to gaol, each mile . . 1° 1 ’ 0 

« Houfe expences whiift in cuftody before carrying to gaol (bat* not on 
the road) to be allowed after the rate of zs. 6 d. for every twenty, 
four hours, and fo .in proportion for a lefs time, all expences of 
prifoners and bailiffs included. • 

For making every diftrefs for rent, under 20/. —— —— o : 5 : o 

For 20/. and under 100 L - v— o : 6:8 

For above 100/. —f —— —— — — ■ o : 10 : 6 

For attending goods under diftrefs,- or taken into execution, for every n 

twenty-four hours, until the fale is Jinilhed, one perfon zs. 6 d- >0 : 4:0 

^ Cl 

Travelling charges to make fuch diftrefs, and houfe expences, as in cafe of arreft. 
No further or other allowance to he taken on account of bailiffs followers, but 
every bailiff to pay his own followers out of the above fees. 


And it is ordered by the laid Court, that this Table of Fees be 

printed, and immediately difperfed throughout the faid County, by the 

Clerk of the Peace thereof. And to the end that no fhfriff, under-ffieriff, 

bailiff, or other officer or minifter, may plead ignorance of the law, 

• * 

they may hereby take notice, that none of them are to take any other 
or greater fee or reward than .what is, above fet forth and allowed, 

" * ‘ ■ *’ • t ■ ‘ rfi , ‘ >•}•.'• . ‘ ' 

upon the pains contained in .the ffid Ad# ; * 

« 3y the Court. 

COUNTY 



Chester Circuit. F'L I N T S fl f R E. 

COUNTY GAOL- at FLINT. 

• • 

No alteration, only the allowance reduced to a pound of bread 

a day each. This was opcafioned by the prifoners not being finished 

with th* former kind allowance of is. 6 d. in bread, and 6 d. in money 

t er week. This gaol is’alfo a bridewell. 

1779, Aug. 27, Debtor 1. Felons &c. 3. 

RULES to be obferved within the Gaol of Flint. 

1. All prifoneijs to .behave—refpeftfully to keeper—Whoever— 
ftrike or afiault any—to be punifhed by a juftice at diferetion. 

2. No curfing or fwearing—No gaming in the hall nor in private. 

3. Prifoners to retire to their refpeftive rooms—from Lady-day to 

# . • 
Michaelmas at nine—from Michaelmas to Lady-day at eight— 

To be let- out in the morning—from Lady-day to Michaelmas 

at fix—Michaelmas to Lady-day at eight. 

4. Friends or relations—to bring necellaries,—being—fearched for 
inftruments if required—Not to ftay long—without leave, except 
in—ficknefs—nor after the hours of locking up. 

5. The prifoners for felony and mifdemeanors Ihall keep in the upper 
ward—except leave to*the contrary, and then not to intermix 
with the debtors. 

6. No prifoner to remove—rthe keeper’s beds. See .—nor his own 
bed—without gaoler’s confent. 

7. Prifoners may bring their own beds, and take them away. If 
they choofe the keeper’s bed—pay two fhillings at the end of 
every week. Upon non-payment the gaoler may take the bed, 
and put the prifoner to lie in any other room as is ufual for 
prifoners who cannot bring beds or pay chamber rent. 

A a 


i£ 


1«S 


Flint- 

SHIRH. 


8. That 
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c , <*& 

3 . That the public rooms—be kept and made clean daily^—by the 

prifoners.- . 

9. That no prifoners (hall have any offenfive weapons—or inftru- 
ments—that may conduce'to their efcape. 

r 0 ® 

At the General Quarter Sefiions held at Holywell—-nth. July— 

33d Gwge II. 1759. “ 

We whofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed his Majefty’s Juftices of 
the Peace affembled in open. Seffions aforefaid approve of the 
above Rules to be obferved within the Gaol of Flint. 

• o f > 

Roger Mojlyn, John Glynne, David Pennant, 

Thomas Hughes, Thomas Thomas. 

William Wynne, Clerk of the Peace. 

Another COUNTY BRIDEWELL at HANMER. 

Two rooms in a ruinous thatched houfe. No court: no water: 

no employment. Fees, 3-r. 6 d. 'No table. Claufes of aft again ft 

* 

fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper’s falary, £10 out of which • 
he pays rent for the houfe. 

1779, Aug. 29, No # prifoners. 

DENBIGHSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at RUTHIN. 

* 

No alteration, but the glafs taken from the windows of the cells, 
becaufe the prifoners complained that they were too clofe and offen¬ 
five. The county has furnifhed each of the debtors rooms with an 
iron bedftead, two chairs, a table, and a fender. 

1779, Aug. 26, Debtors 2. Ftions &c. 2. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. Dekb.o,,. 

’ SHIRK. 

ft • 

WREXHAM. No alteration. 17^9,' July 26, Prifoners 2. 
DENBIGH. A ruinous houfe. No court: no water: no fewer. 

I # 

—-.Arid under the Town-hall the Black Chamber , twenty-four feer 
> 

by ten, is ufed as’a prifon.—Keeper’s falary, £6-, out of which 
he pays to the parilh £3 rent for the houfe. 

1779, Aug. 26, No prifoners: one diftradted man: two paupers. 

M’ON'T GO MERY SHI-RE. 

COUNTY GAOL at MONTGOMERY. Moktoo- 

MERYSHUK* 

A large brewhoufe is built for the gaoler. There might be a room 
over it for a chapel, much more convenient than that now ufed. 

1779, May 16, Debtors 4* Felons &c. 3. ImprefTed Man 1. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MONTGOMERY. 

No alteration. Keeper’s falary, £13 : 13 : 4. No fees. No 
allowance. No materials for work. 

1779, May 16, Prifoner 1. 

N O RT H WALES CIRCUIT. 

* ANGLESEY. 

COUNTY GAOL at BEAUMARIS. An-clesey. 

No alteration. 

* 779 > July 24, Debtors 4. Felon &c. 1. 

A a 2 CARNAR- 
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Carnar¬ 

vonshire. 


Merio¬ 

nethshire. 


r C A RNARVONSHIRE. 
COUNTY GAOL at CARNARVO N. 

f V f. ■ • «• 

This gaol, which is alfo the bridewell, in a ruinous condition. 
1779, July 24, Debtors 5. Fdon &c. 1. 


MERIONETHSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at DO LG ELLY. 

Allowance now 3s. a week for each prifoner, paid to the gaoler. 
A chaplain and furgeon are appointed: and the windows have 
cafements. 

1779, Aug. 2$, Debtors 3. Felons &c. 2. 
COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

■V # 

DOLGELLY. Two rooms under the town-hall. No court: no 
water: no employment. Keeper, the county gaoler. Salary, £6. 

1779, Aug, 25, No prifoners. 

BALA. Two rooms adjoining to the town-hall, Eleven feet fquare. 

, ‘ * 

Allowance, 3J. a week each, paid to the keeper. 4 No court: no 
wa.ter: no employment. Keeper’s falary, £2. 

1779, Aug. 26, No prifoners. 


COUNTY 
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Carmarthen Circuit. * CARDIGANSHIRE. 

■ COUNT Y GAOL at CARDIGAN. 

• • 

No alteration. Very dirty, and abourfds with vermin, as is often 
the cafe where there is no water. 

1779, June 4 > Debtors 2. Felons &c.» none. 

F' E M B R O K E S H I R E. . 

COUNTY GAOL at HAVERFORDWEST. 

No alteration, but clean and lately white-wafhed. An aft is 
palled for building 2 new gaoli which, I am informed, is to be 
where the old caftie now Hands. 

1779, J une 5 > Debtor 1. Felons &c. 2. 

I 

HAVERFORDWEST TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. ’ 
No alteration for the convenience of prifoners. 

177 g, June 5, Debtor, one Woman. 

PEMBROKE TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms j no court*, no water, no fewer. {See French Prifoners, p. 99.) 

CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, CARMARTHEN CASTLE. 

No alteration. At two of my vifits, here were a number of idle 
and profane people playing at tennis. This is one of the bad effefts 
of licences in gaols. 

1779, June 4, Debtors 14. Felons &c. 8. 

COUNT Y-BOROUG H-G A O L. 

No alteration j probably never was wafhed: abounds with vermin. 
1779, J une 4> Debtors none. Felon &c. 1. 


CARniCAN’- 

SHIRL. 
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SOUTH WALES CIRCUIT. 

*R* A D N O R S H I R E. 

COUNTY GAOL at PRESTEIGN. 

No alteration. The gaol ruinous, and *the walls propped up. 
Gaoler’s falary now ,£5:5:0. 

1779, May *7, Debtors,2. Felons &c. *2. 

BRECONSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at BRECON. 

A new gaol and bridewell now building out pf tne town near the 
river. The fituation is too low, fo that fometimes it may be expofed 
to floods. 

. 1779, June 3, Debtors 3. Felons &c. 3. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BRECON 
Difcontinued, and the Prifoners Tent to the county gaol. 

BRECON TOWN GAOL. 

i . * 

1 No alteration. 

1779, June 3, No prifoners. 

✓ 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at CARDIFF. 

No alteration, but a chaplain now appointed, the Rev. Mr. Evans; 
duty, Sunday and Wednefday; falary, £30: and to the furgeon’s 
falary is added £10. A table of fees was hung up, But figned only 
by the Juflices. ■ 

I m not one of the gaols in the four Wild) Circuits was the aft for 
preferving the health of prifoners hurtg up. 

i77o. Tune 8. Debtors 2. Felons &c. none. 


Glamorgan - 
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Glamarganjhirc. A Table of Fees and Chamber Rent to be 
taken‘by the Gaoler, and'alfo the Rates he fhall impofe on each 
Pwfoner that makes ufe of the Gaoler’s Bed and Bedding, and 
Direftions for his (government of the Prifon and Prifoners in his 
Cuftody, made in purfuance of the Statute in that cafe made and 
provided. * 

£. S. D. 

To the gaoler or turnkey at the receiving each prifoner into his cuftody, 1 t Q 
and which fhall be paid by fuch prifoner before he is difeharged 1 

To the gaoler upon the difeharge of each prifoner .. 0:6:8 

For the lodging of each prifoner in either of the fore-ftreet chambers 
(the largeft of which fhall contain no more than three beds and 
the other two beds) fuch prifoner finding his own bedding and 

tvd cloaths each night, feven farthings —. 

For the lodging cf each prifoner in either of the fore-ftreet chambers 

when the gaoler finds fuch prifoner with a fufficient feather bed, >0:0:3’ 
u olfter and bed cloaths, three pence halfpenny per night J 

For the lodging of each prifoner in either of fuch fore-ftreet rooms • 
at the gaoler’s finding a flock bed, dull bed, or other coarfe 1 
ordinaiy bed and bed cloaths, two pence halfpenny per night 
For the lodging of each prifoner in any or either of the other chambers y 

or rooms in the gaol, when the gaoler finds fuch prifoner with a > o : o : z 
fuflicicnt feather bed, bolfler and bed cloaths, two pence per night 3 
For a flock, dull, or other ordinary bed and bedding, one penny per night 0:0:1 

That all the prifoners in his cuftody fhall be at liberty to fend out 
of the gaol for what viftuals and drink they think fit, gratis ; and 
that, the gaoler for the time being fhall not by compulfton or other- 
wife oblige any prifoner in his cuftody to buy any meat or dr-ink of 
him, but if the prifoners or any or either of them fhall out of choice 
deal with fuch gaoler for their provifion or other thing, that then 
fuch gaoler fhall fupply fuch prifoners with fufficient provifions and 
drink at reafonable rates. 



Glamor 

CANSHU 


That 
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That if any difference fhould happen to arife between the gaoler 
and prifoners ^vitji regard to the goodnefs of the beds or bed cloaths 
or the goodnefs and price of the provifions the gaoler fhall find fuch 
prifoners with, that then fuch .difference fhall be fubmitted to the 
arbitration of thS treafurer of the faid county tor the time being, who 
is hereby defired, and as far as we can, empowered, to fettle and 
adjuft fuch differences and give fuch relief therein as fhati be reafon- 
able and juft to the party grieved, and if it fhall happen that either 
party fhall think himfelf aggrieved by fuch adjuftment, he may appeal 
from fuch order or determination as fuch treafurer fliall make in the 

* i • 

matter to the next Geheral Quarter Seffions of the Peace to be holden 
for the faid county. 

.In order to enforce.the prifoners in the faid gaol to pay duly and 
regularly for fuch chambers as they fhall take, or fuch beds, bed 
cloaths, meat and drink as fuch gaoler fhall find them with at the 
prices and in manner aforefaid, We do hereby give the gaoler, upon 
their neglett and refufal of payment - for one whole month together, 
liberty to turn them out of tfieir faid rooms and*chambers into the 
common rooms, until fuch time that they fhall have fully and bona 
fide paid what fliall be fo due from them to the faid gaoler. 


Mich 1 . Richards, W*. Morgan, %'Roger Powell. 


Michaelmas Quarter Seflions, 1739. 


COUNTY 
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CC5U&T,Y BRIDEWELL at COWBRlDGE. Gl AMOR 

V . GAN^HIRI 

r 1 ^ * 

In each of the "two' new rooms, befides the winuow, mere are five. 
apertures of about a foot diameter fqr the circulation of air. Couit 
hot feciye: no water. 

* X 

^ V J* 

1779, June 7, Prifoners 2. 

* £1 

C aXd 1 F F TOWN G A u i_. 

Two rooms aithed With brick under the tdwn-hall. No court; . 

no fewer j no water. _ •. 

k * ’ * 

1779, June 8, One Debtor. 

, * v 

V 

SWANSEY T O V N GAOL. 

One mom in the coftle for debtors j and a dark room for felons See. 

• • 

under the town-ball. • i 

. • ’ 

1779, June 7,- No prifoners. 
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U S I O N. 


H AVING thus, according to my ability, completed the defign 
I had engaged in, it was my intention immediately to have 
retired to the tranquil enjoyment of that ‘ eafy competence a kind- 
Providence has bellowed upon me:-—happy in the idea, that I had 
in Tome degree been the inftrument of .alleviating the fufferings of a 
numerous and unhappy fet of people, and had excited the attention of 
my countrymen to an important objeft of civil policy. May I be 
permitted, too, to fay, that I felt additional fatisfattio.n, in having 
avoided giving any poffible occafipn to .impute what I had done 
to felf-interefted views. For as nothing but a confcioufnefs of duty 
could have enabled me to go through all the difagreeable feenes 
which lay in my way, fo I had the happinefs of being placed out of 
the reach of any. other incitements. 

My refolution of refigning all further public concern in this 
/natter was, however, broken in. upon by , the urgent perfuafions of 
fome, who were pleafed to think me a proper perfon to affift in the 

-fuper- 
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• 

fuperintehdence of one of thofe great and ufeful plans I had recom- 
mended to^the.notice of the public. I was the more readily induced 
to comply with their folicitatipns, from a*confidence that the perfons 
afibciated with me had the fame' general ideas with mylelf rcl'peding 
the execution of the propofed plan, and would co-operate in it with 
the gtcateft zeal and intelligence. . 

i .. . 

It remains now to be 5 tried, how far the wife and humane intentions 
of the legiflature can be accomplilbed in this country; and in what 
degree we can avail ourfelves of thofe, lights, which it was the 
particular purpofc of ray foreign journeys to colled. 


B b 2 


r a u \ e 



i <)6 


TABLE I. 


De par les Commiffaires pour le Soin des Malades & des Bleffes de 
h Marine, et pour l’Echange des Pril'onniers de Gyerrc. 


REGLES quc tous lcs Prifonnicis de Guerre, dans la G>a/ide Bretagne, k l'hland,, 

doivent obfcmt. 


F.S ordrcs donnes par 1 ’Agen.t, aiant foin des prifonniers, dpivcnt etrc obfcrves 
fans repliiiue ou difpute. Qu’aucun des prifonniers ofe iniulter; mcnacer, 
maltraiter, <\ encore moins frapper le'guichetier, ni perLnnc par 1’Agent employe 
r.ux affuiics de la ptifon, fous peinc.de la. punitionq'p’ordonneront Mtlfieurs Ice 
Commiffaires, ct de perdre leur tour d’etre cchanges; detre ctroitemcnt enfermes, et 
prives dc la moitie de leur vivres, 

Tous les prifonniers, lors quel’agent en feta la revue, repondront A leurs noms; 
et fi dans la liile donnee ri l’agent quelqiie erreur fc trouve, ils 1’indiqueront, afin de 
la corrigeret ainfi prevoir la confufion aai rrfulteroit des meprifes des noms. 

1 'ou le» prifonniers refufanta de repondre a leurs noms a la revue, feront punis 
p->r 1.x privation de leuis vivres, jufqu’ a ce qu’il$ s’y founjettent. 

IV. 

s’n arrive da xtommage aux lieu oik les prifonniers feront gardes, foit ?n voulant 
a ctlmppcr, ou aufement, de propos delibere; les frais dc la reparation feront payes 

< des 
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oes vivres ae ceux qui auront ainfi contrevenu ; et fi les coupables ne peuvent arc 
deco averts, tous les prifonniers e'nfemble contribueront de Ieurs vivres, aux fra is de 
ccttc reparation." . 

. - v. 

Quiconque s’echappera de.prifon, etant repris, y fera mis au cachot; et n’y 
aura que^demi-ration de vivres, jufqu’ a ce qu’il aura ainfi payc les frais faits pour Ic 
fajfir cHe ramener; ft de plus il perdra fon tour d’echange; un officier ainfi con- 
trevenant, .fera deis-lors regarde et traite comme fimple matelot. 

vi.. _ . 

1 1, eft defend'u de fe battre, fe quercller, ou faire defordre dans les prifons, ou aux 
endroits oft il fera permis aux prifonniers de. prendre ]’air, fous peine de punhion 
felon que l’oftencc 1’exigera, • 

VII. 

Li;s prifonsaferont tenues nettes & propres par les matelots, et cela tour a tour, 

. comme l’agent l’ordonncra; & tout matelot qui refufera cc fervice a fon tour, & qui 
cn aura etc averti, fera prive de fes vivres jufque’ a cc qu’il s’y foumette. 

VIII, 

I.is prifonniers doivent informer 1’agent, des liardes, ou autres cliofes done ils 
peuvent avoir befoin, et pour Jeiijucls ils auront deqnoi payer ; el l’agent a ordre 
non feulemeiit dc porrrfettre qu’ils cb foient fournis, mais aufli d’avoir un foia tout 
particular, qu’on pc leur,en impofe dans Ics prix. 

'' • IX. 

Dam> chaque peifon les prifonniers pourront nomintr trois, ou cinq d’entre eu\, 
i t les changer q.uand il leur plaira, pour l’examen des vivres ; afin de voir s’ils font 

bons, & s’ils ont leur ration, foit po.ur’Ie poids, foil pour la mefure ; iuivant la table 

■ ♦ . 

d’avituaillement ci-dcflbus. Et s’il fe trouve quelque fujet dc plainte, foit fur la 
maniere dc les appreter, * fervir/ ou dans quelqu’autre chofe; ils doivent, avee 
bienfeance, Ie faire favoir a 1’agent; qui, trouvant la plainte fomlee, doit imme¬ 
diate fbent y mettre ordre. S’il le neglige, ils doivent cn avertir Meflicurs les Coin- 
miffaires, qui ne manquerdnt pas de lepr rendre jullicc, a tous egaids. 

x. 

• Les b'outiquiers (excepte ceux qui trafiquent dans des cliofes qu’il ne comieut ai¬ 
de vendre a des.prifonniers,) feront permis de relier a la grand.- porte, dep if, dix 

* ' heure' 
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hcures du matin jufqu’ a trois heures cte Papres midi, pour vendre leur mcrchandiies, 
a tcls prifonnicrs, qui font en fonds pour les payer fur le champ. 

xt. 

Celui d’cntre les prifonniers qui oferapar ce moyen procurer des liqueurs, ou autre 
chofes ftca. qui ne convietlnent pas a hn prifonnier devoir, ou qui recevra, ou.liyrcra 
aucune lettre, fera puni de l’abus qu’il aura'fait de cette indulgence. 

TABLE D’A'VITU AILLEMEN.T. 


Jours. 

Bterre. 

Paini 

Boeuf. . 

Beurre. 

Fromage. 

Pols. * 

Sel, 

* 

Qiiartcs. 

Livres. 

♦Livies. ! 

Once*. 

Oncts. 

• 

Pintcs, 

Onces. 

Ditnanche 

I 

it'.' 

. J 

V 

- 


1 

T 

X 

!T 

Lundi 

I 

It 

3 

• . V 

- 

- 

- 

I 

■ 3 * 

Mardi 

I 

li 

1 

T 

• - 

- 

V 

T 

• 1 

T 

Mecredi 

• 

I 

It 

3 

r ^ 


- 

- 

j 

T 

Jcudi 

‘ 

I 

It 

3 

T 

- •’ 

- • 

T . 

1 

V 

Vcndredi 

I 

It 

■ 3 

T- 

- 

'* t 


T 

Samedi 

I 

It 

- 

4 . 

DU 6 

, « 

"a* 

X 

T 

Total 

7 

iot 

4* . 

. 4 

6. i 

2 

2 ;- 


* Ou un livfc de bon. chou cliacun. * 

I 

The allowance of fait, and the note to peafe, I favv once only, in a table that 

feemed neudv minted nft’_ 
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An Account of the Number of Rrifoner^ convifted of Capital C rimes in Scotland 
from i ft January 1768 to ift July 1779. 

This mark * denotes thofc that were pardoned , the reft were executed.’ 



















TABLE III 


Number of Convicts Executed, for London and Middlesex, 

% 

during the laft Eight Years. 


! 

* 

” Murder. 

' 

Coiners. 

Various 

Grimes. 

Total. 

i 

‘Men. 

Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

' Men. 

Women. 


Vroni Dec. 1771 to Dec. 1772 

3 • 


2 

• 

1 . 

3 2 

— 

37 

Dec. 1772-to Dec. 1775 

1 

t burnt 

I 

— 

29 ■ 

— 

3 Z 

Dec. 1773 to Dec. 1774 

— 

1 

— 


3 1 

-■ — 

3 2 

Dec. .1774’to Dec. 1775 

I 

1 

3 

—' 

40 

1 

46 ■ 

Dec. 1775 to Dec. 1776 

’ 6 

I 

i 8 

* 

2 4 

_ 

3 « 

Dec. 1776 to Dec. 1777 

2 


.1 

' — 

2 9 

— 

32 

* 

Dec. 1777 to Dec. 1778 



1 1 


3 l 

, — 

• 

3 ?> 

. 

Dec. 1778 to Dec. 1779 


— 

2 . 

1 

1 burnt 

■ 

1 

2 3 


1+ 

■3 ■ 

18 

. l‘ 

z 35 

4 r 

• 

2 73 
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Am Accm i NT / oi the Number of Prisoners in the Gaols and 
Pinions of England and Wales, at the Time they were vihted 
in 1779. 


AS fomc County gaols arc alfo the county bridewells, where petty effindevs are not 
always feparated from flans ; in thofe places I include petty offenders under the article 
felons tfc. The reafon of my dilliiiguilhing the women ashlars, is to fliew that a room 
or two in the gaoler’s houfe may probably be fuliicicnt for them, iniicad of a fcp.irate 
ward, as propofed in hiy gcilcral plan for a county gaol (edit. 1.) I have omitted 
mentioning all thofe pri'ons in which, at the time of my valuing, there were no 
perfons confined. 
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i ... t.E have viiitctl .ill the County gaols, and I think all the County bridewells, ns alfo many 
I iV c.-: J I.i.itinn and private-propetty prifons, yet as there are fome few of the two latter which I 
ml net Wc in 1^79, vt e may add Jixty more prifoners on their account; and then probably we (lull 
t ,'>c n.urly the aw.rc’.c number of perfons confiued*at one time in the prifons of this kingdom. 
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